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Sarah 'Nelson, eight, walking behind the hearse carrying her mother's coffin. She heard the blast from the loyalist bomb that killed her mother; lawyer Rosemary Nelson, as she sat in her school classroom 


Paul Faith 


‘Killed by enemies of justice’ 


THE FUNERAL- yesterday 
•jpassed over the very spot 
lf.vhere the bond) went off on 
■ Monday mutilating Rosemary 
Nelson’s body sending her sil- 
ver BMW careering into a wall 
and creating a new martyr for 
Irish nationalists. . 

< The cortege started off from 
her home in Lurgan, Co Ar- 
magh, taking the same route as 
she bad on the last journey of 
ho- life. The relatives who bore 
her coffin and the mourners 
who trudged after it passed 
over the small hole which was 
gouged out of the roadway by 
the blast of the bomb. Scorch 
marks are visible on the tar 
around the indentation. 

Then they wheeled slowly 


out of her oddly English, mock- 
Thdor housing estate, Ashford 
Grange, past the remains of the 
wall where the firemen had car- 
riedcnrt the terrihle task of cut- 
ting her dying body out of the 
mangled car. 

Little bunches of flowers 
have been deposited at the 
walL More bouquets were left 
at her office, one of them pro- 
claiming: “A beautiful woman 
with a beautiful vision -peace, 
equality justice." Another said: 
“Murdered by the enem ies of 
justice, equality and freedom.” 

From Ashford Grange the fo- 
neral passed by Taimaghmore 
primary school where Sarah 
Nelson, ri gh t, heard the explo- 
sion which left her without a 



DAVID MCKITTRICK 

mother. Outside the school 
Sarah’s classmates lined both 
sides of the road as the mourn- 
ers shuffled past in the cold 

morning Brnriima 

Next -along the route came 
black flags, hung out by resi- 
dents of the working-class Kfl- 


wiDtie estate in tribute to the 
lawyer who represented so 
many of them in their skir- 
mishes with officialdom. Rose- 
mary Nelson was seen not just 
as a highly effective solicitor but 
also as one prepared to go be- 
yond the orthodox lq£al rale and 
speak for them in public. 

Which is probably why that 
bomb was placed under be- car 
withsuchcareandsucfahate.lt 
is almost certain that in target- 
ing her the loyalist assassins 
thought theynright 
the Orange cause in the animal 
Drumcree marching dispute in 
neighbouring Fortadown. 

It is also true that they op- 
pose the Good Friday Agree- 
ment and want to bring it down. 


But at heart the primary moti- 
vation for the attack was prob- 
ably raw sectarianism, the 
desire to strike at the local 
fiat-hnKr and nationalist com- 
munity by removing a woman 
who was fast becoming one of 
its foremost advocates. 

In the face of such hatred, 
Rosemary Nelson's sons dis- 
played real character and some- 
thing dose to heroism when, 
inside St Peter’s Church, they 
held their shock and grief in 
check to speak of their mother 

Eleven-year-old Gavin said 
proudly: “My mum was a bril- 
liant solicitor W friend, 
whenever you were in need of 
help she was right there by your 
side. However; we her family 


know ho* as the best mother; 
wife, daughter and sister aqy- 
one could ever wish foe” 

The priest described her as 
a tireless worker and called for 
an independent inquiry into 
her death. Outside, those un- 
able to get into the church had 
no need of such an investiga- 
tion: they nearly all firmly be- 
lieve the RUC must have had 
something to do with it 
Overall the mood was stoical 
and sombre, with a thirst for 
vengeance in the air. There 
had been overnight rioting and 
petrol-bomhing in Fortadown 
involving nationali s ts, Iqpjists 
and police, and one mourner. 
Councillor Brendan McKenna, 
bore a conspicuous wound. 


He was without his usual 

glasses and wb ImA hart pnp ly 

covered by a large surgical 
patch. He had earlier been pic- 
tured with blood streaming 
from his eye, telling the cam- 
eras a policeman had struck 
him: “I was smashed in the face 
with a baton. He smashed the 
glasses right into my eye.” 

RUC Assistant Chief Con- 
stahle Tom Craig said one of his 
officers had reported acciden- 
tal striking Mr McKenna as he 
sought to defend himself 
against a person attacking him. 
Saying the incident would be in- 
vestigated, Mr Craig blamed 
the violence on “shea* drunk- 
en aggression'*. 

Thirty eight officers were 


injured, though only one was 
hospitalised 

Many of Northern Ireland’s 
politicians are on their way 
back innn St Rdridds Day fes- 
tivities and political exchanges 
in Washington, where they took 
part in meetings but achieved no 
breakthroughs. There were two 
killings while they were away. 

The next few weeks will 
bring crucial talks aimed at 
making the Good Friday Agree- 
ment work. The hope will be 
that Rosemary Nelson’s death, 
rather than sending (hem hark 

into their trenches, instead 
spurs them on to cement an 
agreement which might pre- 
vent more funerals like here. 

Serious concern, page 2 
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RUPERT MURDOCH’S main 
British holding company News- 
coip Ihvesfcneats, has in effect 
paid no British corporation tax 
in the past 11 years, despite 
achieving total profits of £L4bn 
in the period, acconfing to are- 
port to be published today. . 

The disclosure in this week’s 

edition of The Economist comes 
more than three years after an 
extensive investigation fay The 


BY ROGER TRAPP 

Independent revealed that in 
the previous 10 years News In- 
ternational, owner of IheTSmes. 

The Sun and two other nation- 
al newspapers, earned nearly 
£lbn in profits (net of operating 
losses) and had a total tax UH 
' of flI.Tttn, or just 12 per cent 
The reportinShe Economist 
shows that tax payments in 
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Benefit may-si#) ^ 

Child benefit for the well-off 
may be taxed in future, 
fcordoh Brown suggested 
F®*WiP2 


Bedroom generation 

Chfidreiiare staying indoors 
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Neat GM food rule* 

Res tau rants face fines of up 
to £5,000 for failing to declare 
GM food contents 

Home PA 

COnton faces media today 
Media can question BUI 
Clinton few first time in a year 
Foreign P12 


same years have been offset by 
rebates in others. 

ft comes as the Department 
of Trade and Industry is con- 
sidering the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission’s report 
on the bid for the football dub 
Manchester United by BStyB, 
in which Newscorp has a 40 per 
emit stake. 

There is nothing illegal 
about the group’s activities. In 


Albanians sign deal 

Kngn vn Albanians rignud up 

to the Paris peace agreement 
without a Sexto in sight 

Foreign PI 3 

Eoroa-acs face new report 

Commission faces further 
purges of its top officials 

Foreign PI 4 


response to questions from The 
Economist, Mr Murdoch’s US 
hokhng company News Corpo- 
ration said: “News Corpora- 
tion and its subsidiaries, 
including News I n tern a t io n al, 
prepares and files tax returns 
in every jurisdiction in which 
they do business. The compa- 
ny's tax returns and payments 
are reviewed on a regular basis 
by relevant tax authorities.” 


SIR CLIFF RICHARD says he is 
to be Ibny Blair’s unofficial 
“Christian mouthpiece” - help- 
ing to hring a more “Christian 
dimension” to the millennium 
celebrations in Britain. 

The Prime Minister and his 
wife, Cherie, met Sir Cliff after 
the Blairs attended one of his 
concerts at the Royal Albert Hall 
in London. Mrs Blair is under- 
stood to be a long-term fan. 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

Sir Cliff said he had told Mr 
Blair the millennium festivities 
should emphasise the Christian 
nature and indude more char- 
itable giving. 

“We talked about the spiri- 
tual aspect,” Sir Cliff told The 
Independent, “and they were 
right behind what I was saying. 


|| INSIDE THE REVIEW 


Cable group refect bid 

BICC turned down a £397m 
takeover bid from WassaR the 
venture capital veh i c l e. 

Business P16 

Outsider wins Gold Cup 

See More Business, at 16-1, 
won Cheltenham Gold Cup 

Sport P28 


Donald MacIntyre 

ff Europe becomes more 
democratic, it could also 
become too powerful. 

Comment P3 

Absent Fathers 
Deborah Orr believes many 
men are letting chOdren down 

Comment PS 


Bojrfng on Brick Lane 
Mark Steel listened to the 
Lewis vs Hatyfleld fight in an 
all-night bagel shop 
Features P8 

Memories of water 

The scientist who thinks 
molecules can remember 

Science P9 


They were very much in feveur 
of making a spiritual state- 
ment 

"The Prime Minister is mar- 
ginally disap pointed they can’t 
do something spiritual at the 
Dome. But be (fid say he was 
very much in favour of my 
makings Christian statement 
Lets face it it’s very much eas- 
ier for someone like myself to 
make a Christian statement” 
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The result of the meeting be- 
came evident yesterday when 

the singer announced he would 
be playing a millennium eve 
concert in Birmingham, with all 
the proceeds going to charity. 

He said he was not against 
stars being paid for performing 
on the night as long as they do- 
nated the money to charity. 

Leading article. 

Review, page 3 
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a iww tax 


b 8 has made buying' a PEP simple, 
straightforwaid and inexpensive. 
For a jargon-free informalion pack visit 
rour website or call now, quoting B0619. 

PEPsframb 2 . 
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■ MAGAZINE 

EXCLUSIVE: CALVIN 
KLEIN TALKS ABOUT 
SEX DRUGS AND 
HEMUNES 
PLUSTRAVEL 


Stock market 
is more risky 
than a flutter 
on the horses 


PUNTERS MAKING their way 
home from the Cheltenham 
Festival may not agree, but 
potting money cm the horses is 
a better bet than investing in 
the ^ndc marh^ accsuxfing to 
anew report 

The WWch? Guide to Ganv 
bUng, published today, could 
encourage private investors 
and pension-fund managers 
to study form rather than the 
FTSE 100. The guide’s au- 
thors have evaluated some of 
the most popular forms of 

garahlingr including premium 

bonds, shares, the National 
Lottery and horse radog, and 
found that the stock market 
does not always give the best 
value for money. 

“The attitude that gambling 

is bad and investment is good 
is very perverse as many in- 
vestments are speculative 
gambling The gap between 
the two is very narrow in- 
deed,” said Jonquil Lowe, co- 
authoraf the report ‘‘Informed 
horse racing is very similar to 
stock-picking with small com- 
panies. With horse racing you 
are looking at the past torn of 
the horses and working out 
their ability to win. if you think 
that their phanras of winning 
are better than the bookies’ 
odds then it is a good invest- 
ment” 

Horse-raring scored more 
than investing in stocks be- 
cause people stood to win 
more money and their initial in- 
vestment was smaller 

Experts believe that gam- 
bling in Britain has increased 
since the introduction of the 
National Lottery in 1994 be- 
cause it has become more so- 
cially acceptable. The latest 
figures from GamCare, the 
national centre which exam- 
ines the social impact of gam- 
bling, show that two-thirds of 
British adults gamble every 


By Cherry Norton 
S ocial Affairs Correspondent 

week. The analysis of different 
types of gambling took in to ac- 
count the size of the maximum 
win relative to the stake, the 
chance of any win, the size of 
a potential loss, and the likeli- 
hood of repeating the gamble 
over a short period. 

Horse-racing and premium 
bonds were given the best 
overall rating for value for 
money. This was followed by 
Stock-picking for smaller com- 
panies, traded options and the 
National Lottery. The casino 
games of roulette and blade 
jack were rated as the worst 
value for money because the 
n«M« are stacked the 

gymhter 

Fenny Haigh, 49, from 
Spalding, Lincolnshire, won 
the National lottery in March 
1996. Her total investment of 
£316, at £2 per week since the 
Lottery began, turned into a 
win of £1^25^202.^1 had no in- 
vestments in the stock market 
but enjoyed a weekly flutter: I 
did not expect to win. but an 
investments are a gamble,” 
she said. Despite her success, 
Tim Cockerfll, managing di- 
rector of Whitechurch Securi- 
ties, an independen t financial 
advisors, said: “Even investing 
your money in high-risk small 
companies is better than 
putting it on the horses or the 
National Lottery because you 
are investing money in tangi- 
ble assets rather than gam- 
bling on a chance hit” 

Dr Emanuel Moran, a con- 
sultant psychiatrist, who spe- 
cialises in gambling, agreed. 
“Gambling is a form of enter- 
tainment and should not be 
seen as an investment In the 
long run the gambler will 
always lose,” he said 

Sport, pages 24 and 28 
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that the Chancellor has no in- 
tention. of giving up on his pro- 
posal to tax child benefit" 

He said this explained why 
Labour MPs had watered down 


I I'M EXHAUSTED, I'VE 
BEEN U? Ati. NftHT 
WITH ACCOUNTANT* 



on 


GORDON BROWN has suggest- By ANDREW GBICE 
ed be. may tax fire child Political Fld Hor 

baii^payments<rfflieweD-off — 1 r 

in future despite dropping the ter indicated Mr Brown's future 
plan from this month's Budget plans, since he would have 
In a letter leaked to The In- been well aware of his Budget 
dependent, the Chancellor said: derisions when it was written. 
"Ifduldbaie&tis.tober^sed Tain n nwan RmiHi fo e Tomy 

in future, I believe there is a spokesman on social security, 
case -in principle -far higher s^ ^isnow absolutely dear 
rate taxpayers to pay tax m it that the Chancellor has no in- 
tfe will bring forward recom- tenifoaofgjvinguponbispro- 
mendattons for reform in due posal to tax child benefit” 
course.” He said this explained why 

Last night the Tbries claimed LabourMPshadwatereddown 
the letter to Tessa. joweU, the 

HmWi rtirni^w; - . 

Mr Brown had not abandoned 
his plans to tax *4*hd Twnwftt • . 

They said this wouldamount to 

“quadruple whammy” on the V ^ EXHAUSTCP, t »E 
middlp rtoegay ftfliw fop fT fr ftn- I BEEN Uf AU, N|<\KT 
oelkir scrapped mo rtgage r ettrf ^ Accountant/ 

and the married, couple's ak 
lowance and included a new 
means-tested children’s tax 
credit in his Budget - 

Tbe Treasury insisted the lrir 
written four days before the 
Budget, had been overtaken 
by Mr Brown's announce men t 
tftbenewtu credit, which wifi . 
riot be paid to people earning .••• 
more than £38^00 a year * a critical report drafted by 

Tt scheme wmfe^efore tarings r rialSecurifySriectC<Hmnittee. 
child benefit, he declined at a which had investigated the 


the Government should 
strengthen marriage as an in- 
stitution, which was the single 
most important factor in re- 
ducing child poverty. “Policies 
that simplyfrilow children with 
money will not lift them from 
poverty but wifi simply accel- 
erate maniage breakdown and . 
increase welfare dependency" 


a critical report drafted by 
^Democrat chaintfan^f tfaefkK 


Cheltenham race-goers yesterday Bookies may be a better bet than the City 


post-Budget press conference 
to rule out imposing tax at a 
later date. 

There has been speculation 
that Mr Brown dropped the pro- 
posal from his Budget after 
Tbny Blair expressed concern 
that it would aBmatp "maMlp 
England”. 'Treasury officials 
had warned of administrative 
problems and that the inde- 
pendent taxation of men and 
women would be jeopardised. 

The Tbries claimed the let- 


issue. MrBroWnadndtted this 
week that Don Touhig, his Par- 
liamentary aide, had been sent 
a leaked draft of the chair- 
man’s report. 

-Mr- Brown should now 
come dean about his future 
plans,” said Mr Duncan Smith. 
“It seems that he is using the 
tax credit as a trial nm and that 
he will tax child benefit ata later 
stage. He knows where he is 
going.” 

The Tory frontbencher said 


The row overshadowed a 
speech fay the Prime Minister 
in which he pledged an “historic 
mission” to eliminate child 
poverty In Britain within 20 
years, promising a £6bn pack- 
age of measures. 

Setting out his {dans for a 
“quirt rerofotkaf’ in the welfare 
qfate Mr Blair s aid children 
were the Government’s top pri- 
ority Britain’s child deprivation 
levels were “fright ening ”, with 
almost mw. in three firing in 
poverty, he said. 

The Government’s plans 
would lift 700,000 children out. 
of poverty fay the end of this Par- 
liament “Being poor should 
not be a life sentence. We need 
to break the cycle of disadvan- 
tage so that children 
born into poverty are not con- 

- ~ripmrwd tn serial exclusion and 

deprivation.” 

- Mr Blair promised: “Our his- 
tarichim will be for ours to be 
' the first generafloiito end child 
poverty. It will take a genera- 
tion. It is a 20-year mission, but 
I believe it can be done if we re- 
form the welfare state and 
build it around the needs of fam- 
ilies and children.” 

Martin Barnes, director of 
the Quid Poverty Action Group, 
welcomed Mr Blair’s commit- 
ment but said Britain could af- 
ford to end child poverty in 10 
years rather than 20. “AH it re- 
quires is the political wHL” 
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BRITAIN TODAY 
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... Wind speed, mph 

QyT and direction 


LIGHTING UP 


IV': 

a :M- 9 rj-.x 

Ife ... P 3' 




FORECAST 

Genaral alcoadea England and Wales will be cool and breezy with sunny spens 
and isolated showers mis morning, the showers maWy in the north-west and 
railing as snow over die mountains. Tins afternoon more general cloud win move 
across the west but most places wiH be dry. Northern Ireland will be cloudy with 
outbreaks of light rain spreading east. Early sunny spells in western Scotland wDl 
disappear as cloud and ram move in this afternoon. Eastern Scotland wffl be 
windy with sunny spells jrtd scattered wintry showers. 

Channel t*. Cent S * SW England: Generally dry with sunny spells but breezy 
and cool. A moderate north-w es te r ly breeze. Max temp 10-12C (SO-5 AF}- 

rniea. Ml England, Lake Disc, Isle of Man: Sunny spells and showers bur 
more generally cloudy tins afternoo n . A moderate to fresh north-westerly wind. 
Max temp 9-I2C (48-S4F). 

Cent NAME England, E England: Rattier windy but mostly dry with deceit 
Sunny spells. A fresh north- wester l y wind. Max temp 8-1 1C (*6-52 F). 

NE S cotland. A b er de en , N teles: Very wmdy and cold with sleet and snow 
Shawm and only Bmited sunny breaks. A strong to near-gale force north-wester- 
ly wind. Max temp 4-7C (39-450. 

S> Scotland, KtSnburgb: Sunny spells but rain may arrive later this afternoon. 

A moderate to fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 7- IOC {A5-50F). 

MW * SWT Scotland, Glasgow. IB blew Sunny spells and isolated showers this 
morning. Largely cloudy ihfc afternoon with light rain and hill-snow, a fresh 
north-westerly wind. Max temp 5 -SC (4j-46Ff. 

H frmtamfc Mainly cloudy with light ram spreading eastwards. A frcSi north- 
westerly wind. Max temp S-l 1C (*6-521=}. 

OUTLOOK 

Radi and mountain snow In Scotland and Northern Ireland w» dear to leave a mix 
or Sumy spells and wintry showers. England and Wales wW have a lot of cloud 
wRh patchy rain m the north. Sunday will be brighter but there wiB be Showers. 


London: M2 Green Uan Bouwfebom. 
Lsytonstono. Major rtmftrarfcs on new 
Mil ink road. Until 31st Decemcur. 
Bristol: MS J18-19. Mafar Roadwks on 
Awnmaufa Bridoa Unto Ztt .taw 2001 
Vybwkd ah fcw:McBnamenJ10tarTwortti 
savioes and J9 Suttn CoBOak* Roadworks 
and comralkn*. UmSZfcd 
South YOrtahhwUl BohroenJ34 Tinsley 
Vfetfutt (Afiirai & J34 Ttafay VbxkKt 
(AsiTQl. sneffiau. Carnage*** a mduend 
to **0 la nes southbound. Unfaf 21 s» 
November 2000. 

GloucMterahl**: A40 Lansdown Rd, 


Bristol 

Glasgow 


HIGH TIDES 

AM HT 

ith 8.18 1*J I 

6.33 *.7 1 
rt 6*5 58 i 


OmLaoghalne 12.10 4.1 
FWBBodi 6.16 5.6 
Gnuwk 1.31 3.3 
Harwich 12^2 4.1 

Holytwad 11.18 6i) 
Hul (Albert Dfc] 7.18 9.0 
Kings Lynn 7.18 13 
LeCtb 3.31 5.8 


MUordHma 7.15 7.5 7. 

Wtmpn y 6.06 7.5 6. 

Portland 8 26 2.3 8. 

rmtsmuih 12.0k 12. 

Pwflhefl 9.06 5.4 9. 

S«hO(Mgh 5.04 5^ S. 

VBCfc 12.12 3.6 12. 

Hdgftr mecBu/vd m metres 

AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


S England 
Matas 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 

N Inland 


NO, SO, 

Moderate Good 
Good Good 

Good Good 

Good Good 

Good Good 

Good Good 

Good Good 


TRAVEL 

UL Cheltenham. Closed due to nudwtsk& 
fw Inbotfid. Dh ns M rs In place. Uffll ictJwie. 

CoAntrfm: At King sway, Ounmurray. 
tern R o a duort a . vaaous law muil ai o ns. Ite* 
“L ISflupusi 

y™ Derttys hke : AS Between DwtJy Soudwm 
“° nQ Bypass (A50J a no ShMbw Hoad round- 
i— I—, about Easl of Atraaon-Conbaltow far vwik 
on new A50 Unfl 15th October. 

AA RoadmKh; Call 0336401777 for 
21- the latest local and nadonaf traffic news. 
Sound The Automobile Association. Cate 
, rh charged ar 50p per mm (inc VAT). 


SUN ft MOON 


Sun itnc 06.07 
Stm sacs: 18.11 
Moon rises: 07. 16 
8 mnk 2030 
Ptrsc quarter: March 24 


WEATHERLINE 

For the blest forecasts dal Ml SMS 
followed by me two digits far your area. 
Source: The Met. Office Cate charged at 
SOp per mm (taeVR) 
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I| YESTERDAY II 

| EXTREMES 



■annul. Femdown 14C (57 F) 


l CoMtat Lm 7C {*5P 






1 Snmtasc Mabtcdwpe 7.8 hn 


n j FW 2*hfs do 2pm Thursday 
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Rata 



hrs 

mm 
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Aberdeen 

8.7 

0 

19 

66 

Anglesey 

83 

0.3 

12 

54 

WWW 
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0.3 

Id 

55 

1 Bel rase 

7.4 
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i Birmingham 
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f SoumemouBi 
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20 
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1 Buxton 
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• 
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Cardiff 

7.3 
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20 

68 

6 Clacton 

9.5 
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48 

j Cromer 

9.1 
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12 

54 

j Edlntxrgfr 
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57 

3 Exmouth 

I0S 
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17 

63 

8 Fishguard 
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13 

55 

q FoDtestone 

7.9 

0 
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59 

1 sss 

2.4 

8J 

0.3 

0 

11 

13 

52 

55 

a Hove 

7.0 

0 

14 

57 

Isie-of-man 

0 

0.3 

10 

50 

J Isle-oNwIght 

- 

0.3 

18 

6* 
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« 

- 

f Kendal 

- 

- 

13 

55 

' Leeds 

7.0 

0 

17 

63 

8 leofock 

1.0 

1.3 

9 

48 

1 Littfehampton 10.5 

O 

17 

63 






Lowestoft 

62) 

0 

12 

54 

Manchester 

2.3 

0 

13 

55 

Margate 

6.* 

0 

12 

54 

Mcrecambe 

0.7 

OJ 

10 

50 . 

Newcastle 

7.9 

0 

1* 

57 

Newquay 

10.4 

0.3 

15 

59 

Norwich 

0.0 

0 

18 

64 

Oxford 

9.9 

0 

19 

66 

Rcns-on-wye 

8.3 

0 

21 

70 

SaKomfae 

- 

• 

- 

- 

Scarborough 

7.3 

0 

15 

5 

Shrewsbury 

9.3 

0.3 

18 

64 





Southport 





Stomoway 

0.9 

0.3 

10 

50 

Swanage 

10.1 

0 

18 

6* 

■fcnOy 

9.5 

0.3 

17 

63 

Tcaquay 

10.0 

0 

17 

63 

1 Westotv-s-nw 

- 

- 

- 

1 Weymouth 

10.3 

0 

14 

57 
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Rain or 
Shine... 

AN EARTHQUAKE cut the 
power supply to more than 
l^JOO hones in Sytinqs officials 
said yesterday’ 

The earthquake, described 
as “moderate” and measuring 
4.7 on the Richter scale, hit 
Australia's largest city just 
before lpm on 'Wednesday and 
lasted several seconds. Cen- 
tred in Wilton, about 45 miles 
south of Sydney, the quake 
jolted office blocks but there 
were no reports of mqjar dam- 
age or fojury. 
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‘Concern’ over 
RUC handling 
of Nelson case 


THE POLICE Complaints Conn- 
mission for Northern Ireland 
has expressed “serious con- 
cern’’ aboirt tire way the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary investi- 
gated complaints made by the 
murdered solicitor Rosemary 
Nelson, Mo Mowlam disclosed 
last ni gh t 

The Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland said in a 
Commons written answer that 
the commission re gister ed its 
concern in its animal report 
pubfishedyesterday after rais- 
ing it with herself and the RUC 
Chief Constable, Sir Bonnie 
Flanagan, last summer. 

As a result, the Chief Con- 
stable ordered further investi- 
gations, the results of whichare 
being forwarded to the Direc- 
tor of Public Prosecutions. 

With pressure mo unting nm 


peace process. Bill Clinton, 
Tony Blair and Bertie Ahern, 
the Irish Prime Minis ter, wifl 
today publish an unprecedent- 
ed joint declaration which puts 
pressure an the Unionist leader 
David T rimbl e to compromise 
over the demands for arms de- 
commisaoning by the IRA be- 
fore Good Friday. 

The three leaders’ state- 
ment is an attempt to rescue 
the peace process after the 
Mure to reach a breakthrough 
m cross-party talks at the White 
House over the St Patrick’s 
Day celebrations. 

Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein 
president, yesterdayrdnforoed 
bis warning that he could not 
deliver on IRA decommission- 


BY Colin Brown 

AND ANDREW MARSHALL 

in Washington i 

ing, but said there was a pos- 
srbihty of progress if be and Mr 
Trimble, first minister-desig- • 
nate in the new Northern Ire- 
land Assembly could “jump 
together”. 

Mr Adams said Mr Trimble 
wanted “an event” to show that 
the IRA was prepared to dis- 
arm; bewanted more weapons 
than the Loyalist Volunteer 
Fbrce had given up; he wanted 
it to be done in a dear and vis- 
ible way; and he wanted deto- 
nators, explosives and timers 
given up as well as small arms. 

“I couldn't deliver that” Mr 
Adams said, and Mr Trimble 
knew it “He knows it in his 
head, heknows it in bis heart" 

Pressure on Sinn Frtn would 
notwcrii; Mr Adams sakL“Shm 
Jbm doesn't have to buy its tick- 
et twice,* he said. 

■Rxfoy's joint communique, 
issued in Washington, London 
andDuhfin. wfll take same cf the 
pressure off Mr Adams fay mak- 
ingody passing reference to de- 
commissioning, saying General 
John de Chastctoin, head of the 
decommissioning body “con- 
tinues his vital worktoachiewe 
progress.” 

And the communique con- 
cludes: “The prize is very 
great indeed and It is now in 
sight We have come too for 
to go back now. Let us finish 
the task between nowand Good 
Friday.” 
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Our generation of couch potato kids, 
sssC stuck in their rooms and glued to TV 
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>ncern’ ovfl 
JC handling 
Nelson cast 


7j^3y Rhys weluams and 
Andrew Buncomb e 

A GENERATION of British chil- 

dren are locking themselves 
away in their bedrooms where 

they are incr easingly fuming in 

tekmskm and computer games 

as their sole sources of enter- 
tainment, an estrac 
survey has found. 

The indoor migration - away 
from traditional outdoor games 

-has largely been prompted by 

parental fears about safely. 
Busy parents unable to spend 
as much time as they wish 
with their children -or to guar- 
antee their safety if they are not 
with them - consider comput- 
ers and television an easy op- 
tion. According to the report by 
<ja the London School of Eco- 
s ■ Domics, many children also 
feel they have no alternative 
source of entertainment outside 
their bedroom walls. 

“Children prefer to get out,” 
said Dr Soma Livingstone, a co- 
author of the report, Young 
People, New Media, “tint the 
lack of alternatives makes the 
media-rich environment most 
of them can enjoy in the home 
today more important” 

Tbday’s children are indeed 
the media rich. One in five has 
their own VCR, two-thirds play 
cm computer games while 68 
per cent have a personal stereo. 

Coupled with such access to 
technology is the trend towards 
the bedroom being the sole 
private space for children. 
White teenagera sulking in their 
bedrooms is nothing new; the 
study finds that children from 
the age of nine are turning to 
their bedrooms as a place to so- 
cialise. Most striking are the 
two-thirds of all children who 
have a television in their rooms 
(a figure which rises to nearly 
three-quarters among work- 
ing class families). 

One consequence of chil- 
dren watching television alone 
is unpoliced viewing. Nearly a 
third of childr en ignore the 
9pm watershed, despite 82 per 
cent of parents considering ita 
“very good idea”. Mary parents 
insist thqy enforce the water-,, 
shed, but some children gave a 
different story While one lather - 
told researchers he drew the 
\*'ine at 9pm, his son in the next 
said: “They tell us to go 
up at about9.30 or 10 or some- 
thing, and then we just watch 
until they come up and tell us 
to switch it off... at 11, 1L3Q.” 

lisa Wallis, from Wantage in 
Oxfordshire, echoes the con- 
cons of many parents inter- 
viewed in the research. She has 
two daughters, Poppy seven, 
and Molly four; both of whom 
enjoy {laying computer games. 
“To be fain they are not too 
bad,” Mrs Wallis says. “Poppy 
perhaps plays on the comput- 
er fin: around three hours a 
week. She also likes playing out 
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Gender 

Social Grade 


All 

Boy 

Girl 

ABC1 

ODE 

Telewision set 

63 

69 

57 

54 

71 

Video Recorder 

21 

23 

19 

14 

26 

TV-Caked 
games machine 

34 

48 

19 

27 

39 

Cabte/satelUte 

5 

5 

5 

4 

5 


in the ganfen- But there & a 
concern about letting them out 
T ttrinkifs a shame that they are 
not allowed to grow up in the. 
waythat we did. They are miss- 
ing out on a lot of things and 
that is sad.” 

Dr Marie Griffiths, a psy- 
chologist at the Nottirigiam 
Trent University, said there 
was a series of problems asso- 
ciated with excessive use of 
computer games. Children 
could become genuinely ad- 
dicted, then display the classic 
symptoms of withdrawal and 
obsession. Studies in the Unit- 
ed States had shown that in ex- 
treme cases, children as young 
- or as old - as six, seven and 


eightwere wetting themselves 
or defecating rather than stop- 
ping playing. “They are so en- 
grossed in their games that 
they will not stop for anything,” 
he said. 

Permits often feel helpless. 
The survey found that once chil- 
dren reached their early teens 
it is impractical for parents to 
try and intervene and limit 
(heir use of computers and 
televisions. As a result, parents 
believe they are increasingly 
dependent cm the judgement of 
broadcasters and regulators. 
This is especially true forward 
to television. 

But although watching tele- 
vision accounts for more than 


haifofthe five hours a day they 
devote to (he media, today’s 
children are somewhat reluc- 
tant couch potatoes. When 
asked what their idea of a good 
day was, only one in seven said 
that they would turn to TV. If 
(hey had the chance, they would 
rather get out of the house and 
go to the cinema (41 per cent), 
see friends (39 per cent) or 
play sport <S5 per ce nt ). 

But fears about children’s 
safety- heightened by repots 
of abductions and child mur- 
ders - are preventing parents 
from letting their children out 
to play. Only 11 per cent of par- 
ents ssy that the streets where 
they live are “very safe” for 


their child, compared with 56 
per cent who felt similarly se- 
cure in the neighbourhood in 
which they grew up. In the 
cities, children find themselves 
imprisoned by violence - in 
rural areas, by isolation. 

As use of PCs proliferates, 
reading skill are expected to 
suffer. The 36 per cent of chil- 
dren who have access to a PC 
in the home say that they are 
now twice as likely to use that 
as a source irf information than 
a book. In fact, the repent sug- 
gests that while children still 
read a book for an average of 
15 minutes a day (a figure that 
has not altered in 40 years), Dr 
livingstone believes Britain 


may be on the cusp of a signif- 
icant transition. “Overall, the 
image of books is pom;” she 
said. “They are widely seen as 
boring, old-fashioned, frustrat- 
ing and altogether too much ef- 
fort We might be at a pivotal 
moment when children wiH in- 
evitably turn to other sources 
for information. n 

I> Richard Woolfson, a child 
psychologist and fellow of the 
British Psychology Society; said 
he was troubled that children 
were increasingly staying in- 
doors. “Social interaction is a 
very important part of devel- 
opment You cannot do that 
stuck in front of a colourful 
screen no matter how stimu- 


lating that screen may be,” Dr 
WooKson said. 

Jenni Smith, a consultant to 
the Early Learning Centre, 
said parents needed to en- 
courage toefr children mother 
activities. “Ybu have to set the 
agenda. You can’t leave it to 
them,” she said. “If a child is 
given tiie choice between doing 
nothing and playing with a 
computer game, they win al- 
ways choose the computer 
game. But there are lots of 
other things that parents can do 
with their children - projects, 
painting, visits to the library.” 

When parents were asked to 
choose which change in society 
they would most like to see, the 


largest number, 63 per cent, 
said “more emphasis on fami- 
ly life”. Most of their children 
said when they grew up, the 
nxst important thing for them 
would be “a happy family life”, 
with a “good education" the 
second most important aspect 
The survey also found that 
the biggest concern to parents 
was the threat of drugs. A total 
of 51 per cent of parents said 
they were concerned about 
their children abusing drugs, 
while 47 per cent worried about 
their chficTs job prospects. 

Thirty-nine per cent dted 
crime as a concern. 

Deborah On; 

Review, page 5 


$l.lm to keep Internet heroine’s clothes on 


IS ONE MILLION dollars enoi^h 
money to stop Lara Croft, the 
improbably pneumatic gun- 
toting cult heroine of the Tbmb 


Lara Croft: A fantasy 
woman, clothed or not 


off her clothes? 

It should be, according to 
Core Design, creator of the 
heroine who has become an 
icon to thousands of teenagers. 
The Derby-based company is 
suing an American website for 
fi lm (£687,500), enuderaid- 
eccom>, which featured hun- 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology Editor 

dreds of computer-generated 
pictures of Ms Croft in the 
flesh, so to speak. 

In fact, Cue Design would 
like to rid the Intemd;ofal] pic- 
tures purporting to show naked 
versions of Ms Croft -who is a 
Cheltenham-educated Egyp- 
tologist, according to her myth- 
ical CV 

There may be thousands, 


as a quick search suggests - the 
key words of “Lara Croft" and 
“naked” offer 14^00 web pages. 
Buttbe<nuderaideroan> site 
was different, because it con- 
tained game players’ own ren- 
ditions of Ms rather than 

being a come- on to a pornog- 
raphy site. 

The writ against the owner 
of <nuderaidencom>, Joel 
Williams, and the company 
whose amputees held the web- 
site, threatens to bring a huge 


lawsuit for breach of copyright 
Mr W illiams Haims that the 
threat infringes freedom of ex- 
pression, and that Core Design 
is biting the hands that feed it 
since the site was launched in 
1998, he claims, it has been 
visited by 69 million web 
surfers who are eager fans of 
Ms Croft 

“This site was c reated far the 
fens to showcase THEIR fan- 
tasy artwork,” he says in a 
message on the site (which no 


longer carries the pictures). We 
provided the FREE ARCHIVE 
for the fens to express their love 
and fascination for their 
favourite fantasy woman. 

“Yes, the artwork was of an 
flfhilt natur o anri fnr mahiro aii. 

diences only; but the only peo- 
ple who visited this site were 
FANS of the GAME. If you 
didn't play the game, you 
couldn’t care less about this 
web site.” 

Whether Core Design can 


win the case will hinge on 
whether it owns the rights to all 
representations of Ms Croft - 
including the naked ones. 

A spokeswoman said- “We 
own the copyright an an forms 
of her image; if somebody 
wants to alter it, whether it’s to 
put a ci g ar in her hand or take 

her clothes off they have to get 
our permission." 

Mr Williams has won con- 
siderabte support from viewers: 
“They should hire you guys. 


You’ve done more to promote 
their game then you needed to,” 
said one message. 

Core Design added: “We 
don’t want Lara to be associ- 
ated with pornographic mate- 
rial We have a large number of 
young fens and we don’t want 
them stumbling across the pic- 
tures when they do a general 
search for Tbmb Raider - or 
6nding sites which are linked to 
other pornographic pictures. 
It’s completely irresponsible.” 
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A NOTEBOOK THAT 
WON'T BREAK YOUR ARM 

OR THE BANK. 


It’s light in weight and light on the pocket. But it’s built 


with Dell quality, packs the power of an Intel® Celeron™ 


Processor 3C50MHz and even comes with a free upgrade 


to double the amount of memory - 64MB SDRAM. 


Call the world's largest direct PC manufacturer* now. 


And laugh all the way to the bank. 


•Sanu-JPC 






DELL INSPIRON™ 3500 c380 XT 

• Mobite 1"^* Ceteroa 7 * Processor SHMHz -Modular 24 x CO-ROM aadajrRopprDtsk Dnwes 

• UTX6AfrB2*(NB)TlTScre80 

• SDRAM 


• WotKoft" Windows* 98 


■ Htansoft Woria Soto 99 wilh MS Ward and MS Mooey 
auaattKtt 

Celeron” w** 1 *""™ 1 ® £1,199 (£1 W095 INC DEL & VAT) 

— — • 4 GB 0DE Hard Drive wiWMaoai^iMBintrieoarii 


DOUBLE YOUR 
MEMORY FOR FREE 


OFFER CLOSES 2ND MARCH 39 



9AM TO 6PM SAT, 10AM TO 5PM SUN 


BE DIRECT 

DVLL 

www.dell.co.uk 
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New GM food rules ‘a con irick 


HOW TO DINE OUT ON A GM MENU 

. ~Hbfs-<FoeirerM~ 

* u y feature bread containing ledthin from GM sources and anchcwies * «h*r 
flsh stored In GM soya cfl, 

'■Srmfttis- 

:: Gorflc brood - may contain GM lecithin 
Promt cocktoB - mayonnaise may contain GM scjb oil 
;; VtgctaWe soup- may contain GM figmato paste 

. o. —BKrees~ 

- rente gusto sened "ritti a spicy tomato and tneoaxHt sovx - pasta may 
amenn GM maize or soya now. sauce may feature GM tomato paste ana 
.. meatball may be made using GM soya. 

" °™ ***&> trusty pastry served with seasonal v eerf rotates - may contain GM 

soya now in the (Many andir die pie b processed may contain GM soya. 

base may contain GM soya dour, may be 


soya now in the pssoy and if the 
■ ■ iMfion pbza topped wot pepperoni 
topped with GM tomato paste and pi 


paste and pepperoni may contain GM soya or soya oil. 
~Be*sertj- 

“ Chocolate mousse - may contain GM leddtin. 

:: Gateau -may contain GMIeddUn 

:: Cheese and biscuits - cheese may Include GM vegetarian cheese and biscuits 
may contain GM led chin 


FOOD OUTLETS from restau- 
rants to hot-dog stands could 
fere fines erf up to £5,000 for feB- 
Log to declare their foods con- 
tain genetically modified flour 
or soya under tough new pow- 
ers being brought in today by 
the Government 

Around 125400 restaurants 
and fast-food outlets will be 
givm six months to prepare for 
l±te introduction of thenew rules. 

Supermarkets will be re- 
quired from today to ensure 
that maize and soya products 
made since last September are 
property labelled 

Jeff Hooker, the Agriculture 
minister, said that by including 
the catering industry Britain 
was leading the rest of Europe, 
which has hnrited the European 
Union regulations to super- 
markets and shops. 

Environmental campaign- 
ers branded government reg- 
ulations on labeling geneticalfy 
modified food a “con trick on the 
public” after Mr Rooker con- 
firmed that it could not stop all 
GM contamination. 

He explained that the new 
powers did not cover the la- 
belling of GM tomato paste, cur- 
rently on sale in Britain, or GM 
derivatives such as soya ofl 


By COLIN BROWN 
Chief Political Correspondent 

and the ftmitlgifia r Within. He 
( WiriflMt tftf ^InnwlApas tBwa s 
used in food outlets such as 
pizza restaurants he believed 
the owners would have a 
“moral obligation” to inform 
customers. 

Mr Rooker added that de- 
rivatives were not included as 
it was virtually impossible to 
conduct scientific tests to ver- 
ify their presence in food stuffs. 

Paul Tyler; the Liberal De- 
mocrat spokesman, warned: 
“The Government must not 
use a half-baked labelling pol- 
icy as a fig leaf for not haring 
a more general policy on GM 
food Hthe Government cannot 
guarantee products are not 
free of GM then lahriiing will 
not be of any use." 

A spokesman for Green- 
peace told Mr Rooker at the 
launch of the regulations: “Mm 
are conning the public by say- 
ing there is ^innimw ch oi c e 
because these regulations are 
. going to be irrelevant 1 ’ 

Mr Rooker replied: “I don't 
accept this is fudging at all ... 
The Government is determined 
that consumers should be able 



y Police 
target 
race 
crime 


BT JASON bennbtio 

Crime Correspondent 


Fbod vendors say the new rales are a recipe for confusion and will be impossible for them to follow 


to choose whether or not to eat 
geneticalfy modified foods. This 
indudes foods sold in restau- 
rants, cafes and takeaways and 
not just that available from su- 
permarkets.” 

Some restaurateurs believe 
toe laws will be impossible for 


them to police, because of the 
difficulty identifying whether 
bread or other products contain 
GM foods. Others face confu- 
sion over whether they are 
covered by the new laws. 

“How are we going to know 
whether it’s GM or not?’' said 


a vegetable stallholder by 
Smith Square where the Min- 
istry of Agriculture Fisheries 
and Pood has its headquar- 
ters. Fresh vegetables are not 
covered by tiie regulations, but 
the comer sandwich shop serv- 
ing the ministry civil servants 


will be covered, if its bread. 
contains GM soya. 

Under the nannies, first re- 
vealed in The Independent, 

T EShnirante anrifradAyifl mriteht 

will not be required to include 
fiMTahriHngnn thri r mPWHBj' hirf 

they win have to inform cus- 


Andy Blackmore 


tomers who ask whether their 
food contains GM maize or soya. 
Consumer standards officers 
wfll carry out checks, andfirms 
face prosecution for misin- 
forming the public. Pre-packed 

foods, such as sandsriches in 
packets, wfflbe exempt 


New way to engineer plants’ genes ‘to benefit man’ 


SCIENTISTS HAVE discovered 
a new way of creating geneti- 
cally modified plants which 
promises to produce dramati- 
caJfy different forms of flowers, 
hint and vegetables. 

The researchers have iden- 
tified the key genetic mecha- 
nism used by all flowering 
p lants - from cabbages to tuBps 
- that controls the develop- 
ment of everything above the 


by Steve Connor 
Science Editor 

roots. It means it wiU be possi- 
ble to engineer the genetics of 
plants at a more funflymental 
level than is posable now, cre- 
ating the potential to develop 
more intricate flower heads, 
larger fruits and short©- stalks. 

Elliot Meyerowitz, profes- 
sor of biology at the California 


Institute of Technology (Cal- 
tech), said his team has locat- 
ed three genes that determine 
how cells diride within the vital 
part of a plant called the apical 
meristem, which is where new 
plant tissue is generated. 
Botanists liken the meristems 
of plants to the “stem cells” of 
animals, which are the mother 
cells from which all other cells 
in the body are derived 


“[Meristem cells] divide in 
bighfy specific patterns to make 
leaves and stems and flowers. 
Everything you see above 
ground arises from these cells,” 
said Professor Meyerowitzd. 

The genes identified by the 
team, and published in the 
journal Science, control the 
communication network used 
by plants to make tissues, en- 
abling the scientists to tinker 


with the basic plan by which a 
plant is destined to grow. 

When the scientists elimi- 
nated the genes from an Ara- 
bidopsis weed, which normally 
grows six inches high with a 
thin, fragile stem and a few 
white flowers on the end, the 
plant grew a zmich thicker stem 
and mutant flowers with extra 
reproductive organs, such as 
stamens and carpels. “This 


means the res ea rchers are in 
control of the genetic mecha- 
nism that governs various char- 
acteristics of aplant Since the 
effect is genetic, the mutated 
characteristics are passed 
along , to future g enerations, ” 
said a spokesman for Caltech. 

Professor Meyero witz said 
the discovery could be used to 
mutate certain plants offauman 
benefit to create ones with 


more firomrakle traits. The dif- 
ference between a cherry 
tomato and a big beefsteak 
tnmatn is j ust KIpr fl ip diffe ren ce 
between a normal Arabidopsis 

plant and Hwsa that are rmibmt 

[for these genes],”Prtrfessor 
. Meyerowitz said. “So there are 
ways to make fruit bigger with- 
out understanding the process. 
But what we're trying to do is 
understand the process.” 


RACIST. CRIMINALS in Eltham, 
the part of south east London 
where Stephen Lawrence was 
stabbedto death, are to be tar- 
getedby specialist police offi-. . 
cere undera new £lm scheme. 

The officers will be drafted 
into the areato collect intelli- 
gence on suspected race 
attackers in four areas across 
London, including the borough 
of Greenwich where Stephen 
was stabbed to death in 1993. 

Chief Inspector Alan West 
who is co-ordinating the pro- 
ject said- “Stephen Lawrence 
has provided a catalyst but not 
the sole catalyst for activity 
against racist crime. Race 
crime is very much on our 
agenda.” 

Three rare intelligence of- 
ficers are also to be appointed 
across London following 
damning friti risms of the Met- 
ropolitan force in the Mac- 
pherson report into the 
Lawrence case. 

The initiatives are part of 
the work being carried out by 
Scotland Yard’s specialist rare 
crimes unit under Deputy As- 
sistant Commissioner John 
Grieve. 

Thenew team's officers will 
'collate intelligence informa- 
tion, identify and target race 
crime offenders and develop 
strategies for operations de- 
signed to culminate in suc- 
cessful prosecutions," a Home 
Office spokeswoman said 
The scheme was one of ll 
announced yesterday by Baal 
Boateng, the Home Office Min- 
ister; in a £5m initiative to 
tackle crime hot spots. 

Other schemes being run 
by eight forces include the tar- 
geting of young offenders in 
Cardiff; crack cocaine dealers 
in Hackney, east London; bur- 
glars and car thieves in Stock- 
port, Greater Manchester, 
v andals and bad neighbours in 
Humberside; handlers of 
stolen goods in Kent; and 
thefts of farm equipment in 
rural areas of Northumbria. 

The money triUi.be spent 
over the next three years, 
starting from .April Another 
10 schemes will be run later 
this year. 
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Where do you look for the 
leading cordless phones? 

The BT shop. Where else. 
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BT Freestyle 90 

cordless phone 

Was £5959 s543» 


Now 

£ 49.99 


Save 

£10 




Binatone 
Euratel 1500 

digHal oordess phone 
with caDorcfaptey 

Instom Price c89^S 

voucher Price 

£ 79.99 


Save 

£10 



15 MINUTE MORTGAGE PROMISE 




NEW 


BT Quartet 2015 

cotdVess phone with 
answering machine and 
remote base station 

£ 99.99 




Voucher Price Savings 

Simply take tnio advertisement 
into The shop to claim 
the uavintis. 


Samsung SPR5150 

diQtel cordless phone whh 
answering machine 


You don’t have to make 
a decision in 15 minutes, 
but we wilt. 



£ 139.99 


NEW 


BT Synergy 1500 

tSgitaJ cordless phone with 
answering machine 

£ 149.99 




In a quarter of an hour you can get the promise of a mortgage - and a very 
enviable one as our rates are extremely attractive - you'll know how much 
you can borrow and how much you can spend. : You'll know if you can put 
in an offer on a house Immediately and none of this will cost you a penny. 


2 YEAR DISCOUNTED VARIABLE 


3 . 99 % 4 . 1 % 


O APR 


jCalf in for prices you can trust 

.'For your nearest store call Freefone OSOO 400 004 


TheZWshop 

communication experts 


w. 


CALL 0800 20 30 49 

Lines open 8am -8pm 7 days a week or drop into your local branch. 


*Ynur BT shep 03 recsipt w reoured joQ tha mxftja mat bo compioto and bmad. For yew ftsthor peace of rrdnd ofl our products cotob with s 12 month 
guarantee. Your statutory nghrs are not affected. TVbu must bring back your BT shop receipt within 14 days nrtth Petals of (ha otto retailer's pries. Tha ocher 
retailers puce must ba tor a new product n n me c fla ta l y avaSabta « tuS price at the atom. The BT shop refrnl poficy appbas to ad products except te lephon e 
kn>»-, and associated smvtcss. AU Trademarks recopised. AU Cflers (Mended uffiH 23.3.99. 
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Hospital 
‘gambled 
on heart 
girl’s life’ 


A WOMAN described yester- 
day how a hospital took an 
“unacceptable gamble” with 
her daughter's life, by moving 
her from the intensive care 
unit where she was on a life- 
support machine to a neigh- 
bouring hospital to allow the 
unit to prepare for a visit by the 
Secretary of State for Health. 

Michelle Cummings, whose 
daugiter Charlotte was bom in 
March 1987 with multiple heart 
defects, told the public inquiry 
into the Bristol baby deaths that 
her daughter was recovering 
from heart surgery at the Bris- 
tol Royal Infirmary in June 
1988 when the decision to move 
her was made. She was told it 
was necessary because of an 
impentfing visit by Kenneth 
Clarke, the then health secre- 
tary ami Edwina Currie, the for- 
mer health minister 

The ministers were due to 
open a new intensive care unit 
at the infirmary and the exist- 
ing one was being dosed, al- 
though it was undear 
yesterday why Charlotte could 
not have been transferred di- 
rectly to the new unit 
Mrs Cummings said: “They 
took her off the life-support ma- 
chine «nd l while hand-ventilat- 
ing he& took her ty ambulance 
to the intensive care unit at the 
children’s hospital bat they 
didn't know we were coming." 
Her voice faltered as she de- 
scribed how there was no bed or 
life-support marhim* for Char- 
lotte in the intensive care unit 
or the baby unit, so her daugh- 
ter ended upm the bed afadiikl 
who had been taken to theatre 
for a tonaHectomy Although 
Charlotte recovered from that, 
she died eight months later 
The inquiry panel was 
shown a document relating to 
Charlotte’s transfer to the chil- 
dren’s hospital with the words 
“arrived unannounced as 
usuaT on it The inquiry has al- 


BY JEREMY LAUBANCE 

Health Editor 


ready heard from earlier wit- 
nesses of problems at the in- 
firmary which gofer beyond the 
fellings of the two surgeons, 
James Wisheart and J anardan 
Dhasmana, Wghiigh tnH by the 
General Medical Council’s in- 
vestigation last year. 

Mrs Cummmgs I| 32, is a lead- 
ing spokeswoman for the Bris- 
tol Surgeons’ Support Gfroup, 
which is campaigning to restore 
the reputation of the two doc- 
tors whom the group says have 
been unfeiriy penalised for the 
shortcoming of othere. “We be- 
lieve that Charlotte received the 
best possible care from Mr 
Wisheart and his team that 
was available at the time. He’s 
an incredibly gentle man and 
extremely dedicated to the fern- 
flies and children in his care.” 

Earlier; Malcolm Cnraow. a 
leading figure in the Bristol 
Children’s Heart Action Group 
which t»ampaigrM>ri for the pub- 
lic inquiry described how his 
one-year-old daughter verity 
died after an operation which 
he had been told was low risk. 

\%eks after the operation in 
1990 be discovered that doctors 
considered the only hope was a 
heart-lung transplant He said 
he was “devastated” the infor- : 
matron had been keptfram him. : 
He told the inquiry that if he had 
known the true risks he would 
never have consented to the op- 
eration. T feel that, consent 
was obtained fraudulently” 

Eight years lata; he saw a 
news item on television about 
the GMC case which showed 
pictures of Mr Dhasmana. He 
had earlier been assured that 
Mr Dhasmana was not involved 
in an internal inquiry into the 
hospital “It was at that point I 
knew I had been Hed to, and I 
bnewl hadbeen deceived.” 

The inquiry continues. 



Second-hand bargains tempt half the 
nation to become thrifty shoppers 


BRITAIN HAS become a nation 
of thrifty consumers and bar- 
gain hunters. Half the popula- 
tion buys second-hand goods 
such as furniture, dothing and 
toys, double the number of 10 
years ago, according to new 
research. 

. A survey of 1,000 people in 
England, Scotland and Wales, 
found that those in the South of 
England were more likely to 
buy second-hand goods than 
those hi the North or the 
Midlands. 

“The rise in second-hand 
sales over the last 10 years has 
been fuelled by the arrival of 
new methods of selling im- 
ported from abroad, namely 
the arrival of free ads and car 
boot sales,” sakl David Landzra, 
chairman ofLoot, the classified 


BY CHERRY NORTON 
Social Affairs Correspondent 

advertisements paper; who 
oommissianed the independent 
research. Mr Landau believes 
that the arrival of classified auc- 
tions via the Internet and tele- 
phone will further expand the 
second-hand market 

Consumer experts said that 
along with the increased con- 
venience of buying second- 
hand goods there is a growing 
consciousness that people 
should not throw things away 
as readily as thqy used to. 

“We are encouraged to re- 
cycle rubbish and this has gen- 
erated a feeling that we ought 
to be preserving things,” said 
Sue Keane, a consumer psy- 
chologist. “The day of the dis- 


posable toaster or hair-dryer 
has gone.” 

The numbers of people buy- 
ing recycled goods varied ac- 
cording to region. Onfy 39 per 
cent of those in the North-west 
of England bought used goods 
compared to 57 per cent in the 
South-west and 53 per cent in 
the South-east 

“Although people in the 
North tend to earn lower in- 
comes than those in the South, 
the cost of living is less and 
overall they have more dispos- 
able income and a better 
Efestyte so they may not feel the 
need to buy used goods,” said 
Ms Keane. 

The market could expand. 
Some 62 per cent of the survey’s 
respondents said they would 
consider buying second-hand 


goods in the future. A third of 
people buying second-hand 
goods are buying more than 
they <fid five years ago. 

The research showed that 
people of all ages and back- 
grounds were buying second- 
hand goods. Some 62 per cent 
of people aged 25 to 34 were 
most fike|y to buy them, com- 
pared with 38 per cent of peo- 
ple aged 65 and over. The 
increase in buying and selling 
used goods was greater among 
people aged 15 to 24 than any 
other age group. 

The most popular second- 
hand purchase was cars, fol- 
lowed by furniture and 
furnishing, then electrical 
goods. Neari^y a quarter of those 
surveyed bought second-hand 
dothing. Of the 36 per cent who 


bought second-hand furniture, 
nearly a quarter of all their fur- 
niture was second-hand. 

Pat Cicceri, a nutritionist 
from London, said that she 
was both a buyer and a seller 
“I use free ads and car-boot 
sales and have most recently 
sold items because I have 
moved fiat I seD household 
items and car parts and mostly 
buy car parts as my husband 
builds cars and collects an- 
tique tools. 1 get some great 
deals because they are almost 
new, yet I save on the VAT 
which makes these items very 
expensive," she said. 

Charity shops, local or free 
advertisements, and car-boot 
sales were the most popular 
places to buy and sell second- 
hand goods. 


The main reasons given for 
avoiding high street shops were 
saving money (58 per cent) 
and finding unusual items (36 
per cent). Nearly a third said 
they believed goods should be 
recycled. 

Nearly one-fifth of those in- 
terviewed said the}' bought 
second-hand goods for fun. 
“Second-hand goods are great 
value for money. I sell furniture 
and soft furnishing which seem 
popular.” said Ruby Tucker. 68, 
from Nottingham. “Mv daugh- 
ter also buys and sell through 
the dassifieds. The best bargain 
we’ve had was a set of pine fur- 
niture which my daughter was 
able to get for a very reasonable 
price. We always seem to find 
what we are looking for and it 
is great fun,” she said. 


CREDIT CARD 
BOOKING LINE 

08705 
777 555 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


THOMAS COOK OFFERS 

GREAT LATE DEALS 





Egypt 

HeinanDahab 

Luxor 

Nile Jewel Cruse 

BB 

BB 

FB 

7 

H 

7 

6 May- 2Jun 

6 May -26 May 

27 May-23 Jun 

Gatwkk 

Manchester 

Manchester 

£304 

£335 

£362 

Kenya 

Southern Pafans 

HB 

7 

1 May -23 May 

Manchester 

£455 


Amboseti Safari 
and Bamburi Beach 

FB/HB 

14 

30 May-27 Jun 

Gatwkk 

£734 

Far East 

Gha-am 

RO 

14 

1 May- 30 Jun 

Heathrow . 

£474 


Bangkok, Cha-am 

RO 

14 

1 M$r-30Jun 

Heathrow 

£594 


Bafi 

BB 

14 

i May - 16 Jun 

Heathrow 

£614 

Caribbean 

St Kitts 

RO' 

7 

1 May- II Jun 

Gatwkk 

£460 


Antigua 

RO 

14 

17 May -30 jun 

Gatwkk 

£644 


Barbados 

AI 

7 

IMay-26Jun 

Gacwkk 

£714 

Indian Ocean sh Lanka 

BB 

12 

1 May-30 May 

Heathrow 

£634 


Maldives 

.BB . 

14 

30 May-30 Jun 

Gatwkk 

£721 


Jarvis summer holiday, hurry down to^ 
your local Thomas Cook shop or book- 
by phone or see ii3HJ531p*g e 268. 


Thomas 

Cook 




Don’t just book it. Thomas Cook it 
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THEWAXCHD 
authorities is set to 
crttieism that cbanrifeare if: 
loctant to allow children Ja> ; 
care be adopted. 1 - V‘: 

The ArnfitCommissioc said 
yesterday thanan inquiry tote 


foitowing requests from MPs. 
David Davis, chairman of tbe. 
Commons Pablia Accounts 
Committee, wrote to the com- 
mission after The Independent 
revealed that ministers plan to 
act over the “anti-adoption cuL 
ture” ofBritainfe social wafers. 
MrDawsaskedAwfrewSbs- 

t *T , t frfi <v w m ? S5anrt > B pnutenj f V 1 ^ 

to probe tte^dreadfhltypoorre- 
solts of beeping children in 
care, and the enormous varia- 
tion in the levels of adopttonin 




diffe rent authorities." Local, 
authorities spend &2Sbn a 
yearonservices for children 
Atfeough 50,000 are in their 

car^the number of adoptions 
taSfsStenfromSLOOOmttie sev- 
1 eaties to just 2,000 a year 
"This issue has huge impli- 


Alfa Romeo Flexible Prcferonzo 

Alfa Romeo 156 2.0 T.S. 

; Plus optional alloy wheels 

On the rood price' - 

I £50.622.90 

Deposit 

£5,124.34 

1 >; Inilial Payment' 

£365.00 

35 x Monthly Paymrntj 

i £300.00 72.5% APR 

1 t. final Payment* 

£9,257.70 

Total Amount Payable 

£25,247.54 


spirited 1.8 T. Spark and the sonorous 190bhp 
"2.5 V6) helped. Whal they didn't know was 
that the Alfa 156 2.0 T. Spark can now be 
yours for as little as three hundred pounds a 
month ('plus deposit and final payment). 

If you'd like to know even more, just 
call your local dealer or 0800 718 000. 

POWER FOR YOUR CONTROL. 


far the lives of the duldren in- 
volved,” said Mr Danis, Con- 
servative MP for Haltemprice 
and Bowden. He said an urgent 
investigation by the commis- 
sion into local authority prac- 
tices would, be extremely 
valuable add underpin future 
. gove rnm ent action and policy. 

- Mr Daws welcomed the de- 
cision by a cabinet committee 
on the family; chaired by Jack 
Straw; the Home Secretory to 
laimch a review of the adoption 
laws. Mr Davis believes social 
woctersusec9ustingrules,ssy c - 
ing that children should be re- 
united . with their natural 
parents where possible, as an 
excuse to avoid adoptions, even 
though there ia often little 
prospect of them returning 
home. 

Julian Braziei; organiser of 
an aftpa r ty gro u p ; of MPs which 
supports adoption, told the 
commission that 24,000 of die 
50.000 children being “looked 
after” by local authorities had 


beat in care for at least two 

years. 

' Most natural parents who 
too k rtatiriran back from care 
successfully did so within six 
months; very few young people 

returaedheane if they bad been 

in care for more than 18 
months. 

; There is a large pool of 
Children who would benefit 
from being adopted, while the 
taxpayer would benefit from a 
considerable cost saving,” he 


Mr Brazier said young peo- 
ple leaving care were 50 times 
more likely than other chil- 
dren to go to prison; those who 
had been In care made up 
38 per cent of young offenders 
and 23 per cent of adult pris- 
oners. 

“Ybuto crime currently costs 
£ibn per annum, and it can 
dearly be seen that the care 
System accounts for a sub- 
stantial proportion of it," said 
Mr Brazier 

Last night Mr Brazier wel- 
comed the Cabinet's initiative 
and said his all-party group 
would keep up the pressure on 
minister s to bring in a new 
Adoption Act before the next 
general election. This is not 
about party politics," said Mr 
Brazier; Tray MP for Canter- 
bury. The top priority is the 
welfare d the children. The best 
place for a cfaDd to grow up Is 
in a caring, loving family ” 


Rod Hull falls 
to his death 


Br PAUL MCCANN 
Media Editor 


ROD HULLS most famous vic- 
tim, Michael Parkinson, led the 
tributes yesterday after news 
broke that the 63-year-old pup- 
peteer had fallen from the roof 
of his home and died. 

HuD^who became famous in 
the Seventies with his deranged 
puppet, Eton, was adjusting the 
television aerial on the roofafhis 
home mVfinchelsea, East Sus- 
sex, to get better reception of 
Manchester United’s European 
Cup match on tWfednesday night 
His agent, Laurie Mansfield, 
said there remained some 
doubt over the details of the 
accident: “Wre not a hundred 
pex cent certain what hap- 
pened but what we do know is 
that be was watching the foot- 
ball The picture was bad and 
he went up on the roof to adjust 
it and fen oft What they’re not 
too sure about is the possibility 
that he might have had a heart 
attack, either while be was up 
there or after he felL” 

Mr Mansfield bad been with 
Hull on Thesday after the star 
had been in London to attend 
the first night of a West End 
play. “We bad been talking 
about plans for the summer He 
was planning to go out on the 
road again with Emu. We also 
had interest from TV compa- 
nies to bring him back to 



Rod Hull with Emu He 
died fixing a TV aerial 

television." Michael Parkinson 
said yesterday. “I am very sad 
to hear of Rod’s death. He was 
a very charming, intelligent 
and sensitive man - quite un- 
like the Emu. The Emu was the 
dark ride of Bod's personality, 
andveiy fumy, provided it was 
not on top of you.” 

Hull was working as a chil- 
dren's entertainer on Aus- 
tralian television when he 
found the Emu puppet in a 
props cupboard. He returned to 
the UKin 1970 and at the bright 
of his popularity had his own 
television series. 

Bat his career floundered in 
toe late Eighties and in 1994 he 
was declared bankrupt 
Obituary, Review, page 8 


In Brief 


Judges discuss Noye’s appeal 

KENNETH NOYE’S appeal against extradition to Britain 
fra* questioning over toe M25 “road rage" murder in 1996 
was heard by Spain’s highest court yesterday. A panel of 
12 judges from toe Pieno de la Audienda Nadonal, 
Madrid’s supreme court, discussed toe case behind 
dosed doors yesterday morning. 

Four qiazzed over attack on youth 

TWO YOUTHS, aged 16 and 17, have been arrested along 
with a 21-year-oid man and a 20 -year-old woman after an 
assault <m a blade teenager in the Wbst Midlands. David 
Virgo, 19, was attacked as be left a chip shop in Blackheath. 
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Porsche turbos crash-death case 

RAYMOND B0TO, 35, and Stephen Shaafa*,36,bQthof 
Stirfiofe pleaded not guilty yesterday at Reading Crown Court 
to causing the death of Harry Lussffi, by dangerous driving 
in Juty when thrir Porsche 911s coBRled with MrLucj/s car in 
Berkshire. They were released on bail until 15 June. 

Man held over arson deaths 

A MAN charged with seven counts at murder over an 
arson attack on a house in east London was remanded in 
custody until 26 March when he appeared in court 
yesterday. Stratford magistrates' court ordered that the 
man not be named because of toe fear of public disorder. 

Council worker steals Portakabin 

MAGISTRAIES IN Liverpool yesterday sentenced an 
electrician to 150 hoars? community service after he 
a dmitting steafinga Fartahabin from his workplace. BiHy 
Mitchell was also sacked by Us employe^ Liverpool Counril 
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Nations face Millennium bug blacklist 
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THE GOVERNMENT is set to 
•'name and shame” Eastern 
European and South-east 
Asian countries it believes will 
pose arisk to British travellers 
byfaifingtopreparefarthemil- 
lennium bug. 

The Foreign Office an- 
nounced yesterday that it had 
conducted a survey of 100 of its 
« *mKajyg^ p < } and con sulates and 
concluded that there were se- 
rious “concerns” about some 
nations’ lad: of readiness far the 
date change on 1 January' 2000. 

Issuing its first ever advice 
to tourists and businesses wor- 
ried about the effects of the mil- 
lenuium bug abroad, the 
foreign Office said all trav- 
ellers should be aware of the 
possible dangers to air trans- 
port, shipping, medical ser- 
vices and power supplies. 

Computer breakdowns in 
“middle ranking" n a ti o n s could 
also hk telecommunications, fi- 
nancial services and water and 
sanitation services. 

Derek Hatchett, the foreign 
Office minister, also c all e d on 
the International Air Trans- 
port Association to publish its 

A section of the 84-foot long Mfllennimn Tape stry wh ich went on display in Leeds yesterday Asadcmr GuzeUan secret blacklist of airports 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Corresp ondent 

whose air traffic control sys- 
tems could M. 

The IAEA’s SI 3m survey of 
300 airports around the glebe 




but the aasnfl i ^ ti on has so far 
refused to make the findings 
public because it would cause 
unnecessary panic. 

Mr fotchett stepped into the 
controve r sy for the first tinw 
yesterday with a plea for the 
IATA to publish the survey 
which it has to date claimed is 
on^y for internal use. 

“We would like to see them 
release it We are going to try 
to persuade them to do so. 
With the public desperate to 
know, trying to hide die infor- 
mation is not going to be in any- 
body’s interest,” he said. 

“Tm in favour of openness. 
It avoids the alarm and ru- 
mours that might be spread 

This is not wiwiwiqu I infor- 
mation and I see no reason why 
it can’t be released” 

Mr fotchett said that he 
could not yet specify which 
countries wae behind schedule 


with their mfllennimn compli- 
ance, but would consider nam- 
ing individual culprits by June. 

The United States and Aus- 
-traha are considering publish- 
ing similar blacklists this 
summer if the countries con- 
cemed have not improved their 
state of rea d in e ss and drawn up 
emergency plans for the event 

of widespread computer failure. 

Mr fotchett said that small 
and mecBum-scale British busi- 
nesses operating abroad or de- 
pendent on imports should 
urgently prepare their own 
contingency plans in case the 
bug Cripples foreign countries. 

He revealed that the British 
embassy in Paris was contact- 
ing th e Channel port authorities 
to ensure that shipping would 
not be hit by the date change, 
while diplomats in Cairo and 
Panama City were working on 
protecting the Suez and Pana- 
ma canals for trade. 

Similarly, embassies 
throughout the EU were work- 
ing with host governments to 
ensure that motorway tolls and 
other land routes would not be 
affected 

British travel agents were 


v . _ . , ‘-"•pfcsunl 

•" Tib By 
• i:i 

•• ■■■■’ 

*' V '■ ••"■nhsilfclfc 
' - 'MlStSl' 


Families will 
pay £57 for 
day at Dome 

TICKET PRICES for the MS- BY Km SENGUPTA 
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lennrum Dome were finally 
revealed yesterday, with dis- 
counts offered for famili es to 
soften the £20 admission 
charge A family of five will be 
asked to pay £57, the equivalent 
of £1L50 a head, with children 
under five being admitted for 
free. Children aged five to 15 
and students will be char ged 
£16-50, senior citizens £18 and 
the unemployed £12, 
for college visits, the cost is 
£14.50 each and £8 for school 
pupils. Educational tours for 
those between ei ght and 16 
are free. There are other group 
discounts for adidts and senior 
citizens -with the foil price for 
an adult set at $20.. 

The pricing of tickets for 
1 the £758m Dome, in Green- 
, dftwich, south London, has been 
controversial issue with crit- 
ics claiming that it would be 
prohibitive. The New Mflten- 
niran Experience Company, 
which is running the Dome, 
said (hat it carried out extensive 
market research before decid- 
ing on the pricing levels. 

The Dome will open to the 
public on 1 January 2000 and 12 
million people are expected to 
visit it during the year. 

The NMEC said yesterday 
that its prices compared well 
with both the Chessington 


World erf Adventure and Alton 
Tbwers (which charges £19 for 
an adult, £15.50 for a child and 
£59 for a family of four). 

The tariff has been ann- 
ounced six months ahead of the 
tickets going on sale (on 22 Sep- 
tember) to allowtour operators 
to finalise their prices. The 
Prime Minis ter, Tony Blair; 
announced on Wednesday that 
to one milli on sehoochO- 
dren wifi be admitted to the 
Dome for free as part of the 
Education Thors Scheme. 

Tickets for the Dome will be 
sold through National Lottery 
outlets, bus and coach compa- 
nies, package operators and 
through a national call centre. 
National Express are proposing 
to offer return coach journeys 
and admission to the Dome for 
£29.99 each from anywhere in 
England, Scotland or Wales. 

Jennie Page, the chief exec- 
utive of NMEC, said: “We have 
deliberately structured ticket 
prices to favour group visits, so 
that the biggest discounts are 
offered to people coming with 
friends and family” 

The £57 family price applies 
to parties of two adults and 
three children or one adult and 
four children. Groups can be 
family or friends. 


HOW THE COST COMPARES 


The family group prices for Che Dome 
with other major tourist attraction: 


it ■ ' 


Millennium Dome £57 (for 

Chessington World £59 (for 

of Adventures, Surrey 

Alton Towers, Staffordshire £59 (for 

Thorpe Park, Surrey £56 (for 

Museum of the Moving Image, £1 7 (for 

London 

Hannover 2000 Expo. Germany £68 (for 


compared 

five people) 
four people) 

four people) 
four people) 
four people) 

Four people) 


s ' 
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Single adult prices compared with other tourist 
attractions: 

| Millennium Dome 0 

Alton Towers 

Tower of London £1 

Natural History Museum "■ 

' Madame Tussaud’ £ 1 
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PROVING THAT pcqwlarity and 
quality need not be dose bed- 
fellows, the American record in- 
dustry yesterday announced a 
new category of award disc for 
record sales that outstrip both 
the gold and the platinum discs. 

Reflecting a kind of precious 
metal inflation, the Recording 
Industry Association of Amer- 
ica awarded 62 new “diamond 
(fiscs” to the albums or singles 
that have sold over 10 million 

C °Gold discs go to records sell- 

j*.ing500;000 copies and platinum 

( “discs to those selling a million, 

but the diamond fisc has been 
designed for monster-sellers 

such as Michael Jackson’s 
Thriller and The Eagles’ Great- 
est Hits 1971-75, both of which 
have sold 25 million copies- 
The 62 records quaHfying 

for a diamond disc wH"e record- 
ed by 46 acts and five are by the 


BY PAUL MCCANN 
Media Editor 

Beaties. The country and west- 


dose behind with four of his 

records eligible for a diamond 

disc. Elvis doesn’t make it onto 
the fist but Jon Bon Jovi and the 
Backstreet Boys do. 

The only single eligible for a 
diamond (fisc is Elton John's 
Cand le && Wind, the tribute 
to Diana, Princess of Wales, 
which sold 11 million copies. 

The Record Industry Asso- 
ciation of America presented 
crystal trophies representing 
the diamond discs at a cere- 
mony in New ’York this week 
attended by BiBy Joel, whose 
Greatest Hits Volume l&n 
made the 10 million sales Hst 
Also there for awards were 

Elton John, Kenny Rogers and 
Whitney Houston. 








^our JJusband suggests you watch 
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a) 5Je fancies a naughty session 
with Julian. 

b) 5B© likes a sharp tongue. 

c) 5fte’s excited by couples 
getting rudely 
probed. 


being informed of the risks to 
tourists in certain countries, but 
business needed to be more 
aware of the risks that computer 
failures could cause to their cus- 
tomers, Mr Fhtchett said. 

“The areas that give us con- 
cern are the countries of the old 
Soviet Union, and in South- 
east Asia where there has been 
high economic growth. Our 
survey would signal that these 
are areas in which we would 
have some concern.'' 

The UK would not publish 
the names of ffie countries yet 
because it was still working 
hard to rectify the problems. 
Only if they were still causing 
concern in three months' time 
would they be named, he said 

The UK has already con- 
tributed £i0m to the World 
Bank to help developing coun- 
tries prepare for the bug, and 
the British Council is bolding a 
soles of seminars in key cap- 
itals across the world. 

A spokesman for the IATA 
said that the airport authorities 
which had given it the infor- 
mation for its survey would 
not allow publication of the 
blacklist 
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The holy relic done good in a game for true believers 


! THE LAST witness to be introduced 
fay David Davies, leadinga team gte 
mg evidence to the Culture, Media 
and Sport committee on the stag- 


less for his intellectual expertise 
than for his status as a sanctified 
object He was, Mr Dawes pointed 
out, “the only person to score a hat- 
trickina World Cup final". 

Sir Geoff Burst was here, in 
other words, as a holy relic of Eng- 
lish footballing success, supersti- 
tiously deployed to bring blessings 
on die Football Association's bid for 
the 2006 TOridCup. Members of the 
com m ittee were not actually per- 
mitted to touch Sir Geoff but' they 


were allowed to gaze upon him with 
the devout contemplation usually 
associated with splinters of the 
true cross. Understandably per- 
haps. he talked in somewhat Mes- 
sianic tones about the task that lay 
ahead. This wasn’t just an attempt 
to secure possession of a massive- 
ly lucrative event, it was “our his- 
toric bid”, a moment to reassert 
British ownership of the national 
game. Sir Geoff believed that it Whs 
foe duty of aB of us to getbehinrt fins 
“national effort”. We had invented 
the cult in the first place and it was 
time for us to claim back its most 
important celebration. 

Mr Davies was in spiritual mood 


too; the FA, he told MPS, had been 
asking itself “how we can use our 
game as a power for good” and early 
missionary work in schools had 
been successful But more re- 
mained to be done and foe World 
Cup was the best vehicle for revival. 
When Ronnie Peara wondered how 
Wembley’s international status 
iroiild he affected by the destruc- 
tion of its existing buildings Mr 
Davies assured him of the contin- 
. uing appeal of that consecrated 
..ground. Overseas players and 
"teams were all prepared to make 
the pilgrimage mi foe basis of name 
alone; as in modem Jerusalem all 
- trace of the original fabric rai gfrf 


The Sketch 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

have disappeared but foe site was 
stffl. imbued with religious power 
Matters were alittie more down 
to earth with the nest group of wit- 


nesses, a team of sportsmen from 
the Institute of Professional Sport, 
IedbyGarfo Crooks, the institute’s 
chairman Around 90 per centoftbe 
answers givento select committees 
couldbe roughly grouped under two 
headings: It’s Not Our Responsi- 
bility and The Government Should 
Give Us More Money. The high- 
nrindedprodytisingoftbepBvfous 
session had disturbed this statistic 
a little but Mr Crooks andhis col- 
leagues set us squarely back on : 
tra& again wifoan appeal for the 
players to be given more ofa say. I 
dorft know what position Mr Crooks 
held during his playing career- (Tm 
afoofoalting agnostic, as it happens) 


bat on foe evidence of his perfor- 
mance here he has foe natural in- 
stincts tf a defender A drive down 
.pitch would come iroin cme of foe 
committee number* and Mr 
Ctoofcs would trap frexpertty and 
make sure that it went no furthec 
He sidestepi^-hte sentence left; 

nphinwri f and 

fill! 

- footwork wasjtaent and foe poise 
impressiveba foeyardage gained 
was m ; r r : l' '.r _ ' 

Less than zero. in trufo^ as was 
deroons t rat edwhen he ventured an 
emotional, pfea to stop foe sale of 
placing fields. H&had raised this 


concern eight or nine years ago, he 
said, and was alarmed to find bim* - 
self still talking about it todays 
Roger Stottlooked puzzled. Wasn’t 
it now illegal to seti playing fields 
without foe express pennission of 
foe Secretary ofState, he a s ked I f 
Mr Crooks had evidence that play- 
ing fields were stiKcfisappearing he 
really shouldlay it beforethe com- _ 
mittee. Mr Croaks revised, he 
might have strayed offside and 
took advice from behind him. 
would Eke a little more time to put 

a document together”, he said fi- ' 
nally, stiD dribbling impressivety; 
even though he’d lost possession bf 
the ball some 10 yards back. • ' 
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Lorry firms 
‘crippled’ by 
tax increases 


THE TORIES stepped up their 
attach over the increases in fuel 
and road taxes for foe haulage 
jndustry yesterdayas mrnigter s 
prepared to meet angry tony 
drivers next week. 

Gillian Shephard, the Shad- 
ow Transport Secretary said 
that foe Government's policy 
was threatening at least SO, 000 
jobs in the industry because 
petrol was now the most ex- 
pensive in Europe. Opening a 
Tory-led debate on foe Gov- 
ernment's transport policy she 
warned that many companies 
would be forced to establish 
themselves abroad to compete 
with their Continental rivals. 

“Of course some haulage 
companies cannot afford to 
move abroad. They will go out 
of business," she said 

“The Government has bro- 
ken their pre-election promis- 
es on transport. There have 

hflwi tin immprfiate benefits far 

the travelling public. Their an- 
swer to transport problems is to 
tax foe motorist off foe road and 
put hauliers out of business.” 

Lorry drivers have already 
threatened to stage an organ- 
ised traffic jam in T endo n on 


TRAN® POUT 


By Saeah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 

Monday to protest against the 
increases in duty on diesel fuel 
Tb avert the worsening cri- 
sis, Downing Street confirmed 
that John Reid, foe Transport 
Minis ter, would discuss foe in- 
dustry’s concerns at a special 
meeting next week. 

Similarly, Tony Blair has 
given his assurance that he un- 
derstands the problems faced 
by the industry and ministers 
are looking at measures to soft- 
en foe impact of the increases. 

But Dr Reid discussed sug- 
gestions that British hauliers 
were at a disadvantage com- 
pared with Continental firms, 
saying that they would benefit 
from the Government's cut in 
corporation tax. 

“Anyone who Haims that the 
policies in the Budget will farce 
hauliers abroad should took 
carefully at their £acts,”he said, 
"When foe whole costs of op- 
erating are added up, foe vast 
majority of hafoafa^tftmld be 
worse off abroad and there is 
some evidence that fbreign- 


owDed companies are setting up 
in the UK The UK has lower 
overall costs and less red tape.” 

The best way to help 

of sustainable economic growth 
and long-term investment in 
foe business. 

‘The Budget included mea- 
sures which benefit haufiera. TO 
froze road tax for 98 per cent of 
all lorries, we cut corporation 

ter we dfH ^ hlpd the Tmnrfmnm 

road tax concession far reduced 
poilnfrn Varies to fljono and we 
increased the duty incentive to 
use ultra-low sulphur diesel 
and cleaner road foel gases.” 

While Steven Norris, foe 
Road Hanlage Association dne£ 
welcomed the meeting with Dr 
RpMj be made dear that this 
was a matter for the Treasury. 

“The Government must give 
an indication that there will be 
genuine review of the Dracon- 
ian rates of taTatinn that are 
adding the industry” he said. 

EdffieStobart, Britain’s best- 
known lorry company based in 
Carlisle, Cumbria, has said that 
- rt'will register up to half its 
vehicles abroad as a result of 
foe rises in excise duty. 



Eddie Izzard deft) with the Chancellor, Gordon Brown, at the launch of the Gift Aid 2000 scheme in London yesterday 


JohnVoos 


Comic helps launch Brown’s charity scheme 


CROSS-DRESSING comedian TAXATION 

rAfaTT 7^yBjt i »pi (iy H nnntpd 

£40,000 to charity to launch a 
new Treasury scheme to boost 
charitable giving. 

From today Izzard will be 
starring in a series of high pro- 
file television and press adver- 
tisements to promote the Gift 


by Colin brown 
C hief Political Correspondent 

Aid 2000 scheme, which allows 
tax relief for donations of £100 
a year; or more. 

The Government hopes that 
it will encourage young people. 


who make one-off donations to 
charities like Comic Relief, to 
.becpme_ regular givera. The 
InlandKevenue wifi &3u basic 
' rate tax to foe donation, so that - 

every £100 donated will be^ 
worth £122 to charity. 

It is flTmpri at countering 
criticism that the success of the 


National Lottery has led to a 
steep fall in the money going 
directty to charities, particularty 
among young people 

The advertisements wiD be 
reinforced with reminders on 
cinema tickets and beer mats. 

T .Munching the campaign 
yesterday the Chancellor; Got- 
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‘Real people’ must set 
interest rates - Clarke 


KENNETH CLARKE yesterday 
called for a radical overhaul of 
the Bank of England’s Mbne- • 
tary Policy Committee to 
ensure it was staffed by indus- 
trialists arid City businessmen. 

The fanner Conservative 
elmnw>)lnr said that B ffnK offi- 
cials and advisers should be 
removed from foe member- 
ship of the MPC and replaced 
by people with experience of the 
“real economy*'. Mr Claite also 
said that the committee should 
take into account jobs and 
growth as well as inflation 
when it was making crucial 
decisions on interest rates. 

In evidence to the House of 
Lords Treasury Select Com- 
mittee, he said that foe over- 
riding aim of economic policy 
should be steady sustainable 
growth and that “everything 
else is subordinate". 

In a scathing attack on the 
Co mmit tee, Mr flarlw rfaim AH 
that it bad made itself look- 
“completely ridiculous” last 
year when it increased rates at-' 
a time when the economy was 
heading for a soft landing. 


ECQ3p.MlL 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent^ 

Although foe MPC had 
redeemeditsdfhy cutting rates 
contiguously in recent months, 
it was, he said, still “slavishly 
devoted” to “pretty useless” 
economic models drawn up by 
the Treasury in the Eighties 
that were irrelevant today. 

To ensure genuine reform, 
the committee’s membership 
should be widened to indude up 
to eight outsiders such as 
industrialists. City business- 
men and remm^ntatn rs with a 

“good feel for foe markets’’, he 
said. There was “no reason 
whatever” for advisers and 
officials from foe Bank of Eng- 
land to sit an the MPC, which 
should be reformed to resem- 
ble foe US Federal Reserve or 
the Bundesbank. 

The officials should stffl be 
allowed to feed advice to foe 
committee, tart should not sit on 
what is currently a “wholly 
bureaucratic structure”. 

“My criticism is that fay their 


membership and approach, 
they detach themselves from 
what's happening in foe real 
economy. As I tried to be a real 
economy chancellor; I think it's 
a very unreal Monetary Policy 
Committee we have,” Mr 
Clarke said. 

Echoing comments by lead- 
ing trade unionists worried 
about the impact of high inter- 
est rates on industry Mr Clarke 
said that the committee should 
have regard to the wider econ- 
omy He accepted that the dom- 
inant element in the remit of the 
MPC had to be price stability, 
bat stressed that living stan- 
dards, wealth creation and jobs 
should also be taken into 
account “I think it should have 
a wide regard to what’s hap- 
pening in macroeconomic pol- 
icy generally,” he said. 

Mr Clarke said he would 
have cut interest rates still fur- 
ther this month as he had a 
“gloomy outlook” of the world 
economy. “My sense is that 
more bad news is on the way 
and severe global slow dow n is 
an imminent risk," he said. 


don Brown said: “What makes 
it even more special is that if 
you give the taxman wiD give as 
well 'making your contribution 
go furthec” 

For more details of Gift Aid 
2000, call 0845-075 2000 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 

MPs get 
debate on 
Lawrence 
inquiry 

POLICE 

By Sabah Schaefer 

THE STEPHEN Lawrence in- 
quiiywQl be subject of a fall-day 
debate, the Commons leader - 
Margaret Beckett announced 
yesterday. MPs will debate Sir 
WiDiamMacpherson's damning 
report, which accused the Met- 
ropolitan Police of institution- 
al racism, on 29 March. 

The Government notably 
foe Home Secretary Jack 
Straw, is likely to come under 
attack after a list of police in- 
formants were included by nns- 
take in the report, many of 
whom win have to be re-boused 
as a result Mr Straw attracted 
further criticism when his 
deputy Paul Boateng, gave a 
Commons statement on the 
matter because be was in 
France on “private business”. 

There was also criticism 
over an earlier leak of the in- 
quiry’s conclusions and by the 
reversal after 24 hours of an in- 
junction to gag the media. 


Sainsbury’s GM 
meetin gs 

SCIENCE MINISTER Lord 
Sainsbury of Torvill e met 
foe director of a company , 
involved in GM food 
research in which he had 
an interest “a number of 
times”, Stephen Byers foe 
Secretary of State fbrTVade 
and Industry said. 

Modified feed 

ALMOST FOUR mSlioa tons 
of imported soya and maize 
feed purchased by livestock 
fanners m 1997 and 1998 
would have been derived 
from genetically modified 
crops, Agriculture minister 
Jeff Rooker said. 

Prison suicides 

TWICE AS many prisoners 
are committing suicide 
than 10 years ago, Home 
Office minister George 
Howarth said. The number ' 


Questions 

and 

ANSWERS . 


of self-inflicted deaths has 
risen almost every year; - 
from 37 in 1988 to 83 last 
yean he said. 

New Deal cost 

THE COST to the taxpayer 
of each young person 
getting a job under foe New 
Deal Is around £1,000, foe 
Employment minister 
Margaret Hodge said. 

Today’s agenda 

Commons: 9.30am 

■ Referendums Bill, 
second reading, 

■ Cheques (Scotland) Bill, 
second reading 

■ Short debate on Tibet 
Lords Not sitting ' 


Literacy action 
to go ahead 

The Government is 
determined to push ahead 
with its national literacy 
strategy despite foe 
reservations expressed by 
teachers, according to the 
SChool Standards minis ter, 
Estelle Morris. “It’s not 
necessarily about what 
teachers think," she said. 

No tears over 
Europe crisis 

Dennis Skinne r, the Labour 
MP for Bolsoven called fin- 
foe scrapping of foe 
European Commission over 
its current crisis. He told 
MPs “The so-called crisis 
didn't result in people like 
me shedding any tears. The 
fact that you could see here, 
right from the very inside, 
foe core of foe Common 
Market -you could actually 
see it beginning to break 
up.” 


THE HOUSE 



Tories attack 
cuts in ‘bobbies 1 

The Government came 
under attack by the Tories 
for cutting police manpower 
and dosing police stations 
across Britain. The shadow 
Home Secretary, Sir 
Norman Fbwler, said that 
government policy in foe 
battle against crime was 
going in “exactly the wrong 
direction” because, at a 
time when people wanted to 
see more bobbies on the 
beat, they were getting 
fewer”. 
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New danger 
to wetlands 








Pulbonragh Brooks nature reserve in "TOsst Sussex, where the RSPB has restored water meadows to create a refuge for waterfowl and wading birds Chris GomersaU 


GOVERNMENT RED tape is 
putting the country's most 
important water meadows in 
peril, a leading wfldKfe cam- 
paigner clamed yesterday. 

Graham ^tynne. the chief 
executive of the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds, 
told a conference in London 
that a lack of co-ordination 
between Government depart- 
ments and agencies was leav- 
ing many erf these areas too dry 
for birds and wild animals. He 
said wetlands were a vital part 
of the countryside, controlling 
floods, providing grazing and 
playing host to a wide variety 
of wild plants and animals. 

Surveys by the society have 
shown that species such as 
Kiiip^ and redshank suf- 
fered declines of more than 50 
per cent in the past 10-15 years. 
Oncea common farmland bird, 
snipe are now almost extinct 
outside wildlife reserves. On 
the Somerset Levels their 
numbers have dropped by 79 
per cent in 20years. The RSPB 


BY AMANDA BROWN 

believes farmers' preference 
fin* dry ground has left land too 
hard for wading birds like the 
snipe to feed their young. 

Mr Wynne said landowners 
were given grants to raise 
water levels in Somerset but 
the job was not being done 
property "A new study shows 
that a combination of neglect, 
sluices not checked for leaks 
and even sabotage means pub- 
lic money is literalty going 
down the drain. There have 
more frequent checks on 
sluices and water levels." 

The RSPB had called the 
conference to urge Govern- 
ment departments and agen- 
cies to work together to save 
the valuable wetlands. The 
society said that eight years ago 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Floods ordered 
the drawing up of water level 
manag ement plans but fewer 
than half the schemes were 
completed by the 1998 deadline. 


‘Terrorist 

methods’ 


activists 


GREEN CAMPAIGNERS and 
anti-road protesters, were ac- 
cused yesterday of constructing 
“ battlefield bunkers* and acting 
in a “quasi terrorist mode' 1 , by 
a team of police inspectors. 

Her Majesty's Inspector of 
Constabulary called for new 
laws to prevent so-called eco 
warriors from setting danger- 
ous booby traps for palra when 
digging hninelR and b uilding . 
tree houses at protest sites. 

Areport by HMIC, puhfished 
yesterday, said: “The an- 
nouncement of any new con- 
struction project that is 
remotely controversial heralds 
a period of ‘defensive bufldmg’, 
such as the construction of 
elaborate bunkers, trenches 
and tunnels, often containing 
highty dangerous bobby traps 
posing considerable danger to 
those involved. 

“A number of recent protest 
sites have seen even mare elab- 
orate and complex ‘defences’ 
being built Guidance available 
on the Internet describes how 
to spike trees to cause injury to 
anyone trying to cut the tree, 
and, for example, how to mix 
gia«^ and debris into concrete 
making any gutting a potentially 
dangerous operation. 

“The result is a structure 
that resembles a battlefield 
bunker Existing legal remedies 
to prevent this fortification 

process are limited. It is only a 
matter of time before someone 
- a protesten bailiff security <rf- 
ficer or police officer - is seri- 
ously injured," it adds. 

HMIC suggests new legis- 
lation should be introduced “to 
prevent this fortification pro- 
cess which goes far beyond 
the bounds of reasonable 
protest”. The Home Office Is to 
consider whether such legisla- 
tion is needed 

The report, “Keeping the 

Peace: Porting Disorder” goes 

on to riaim: “There is evidence 
that grew* elements operate in 
cd^Stestructnresinaqaa&to*- 
roristmode to keep secret their 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 

movements and intentions.” 

The inspectors say file police 
must respond by gathering in- 
telligence and distributing it na- 
tionalty and localty. 

As revealed in The Inde- 
pendent in November; a na- 
tional police unit is being set up 
to track green activists mid 

public (jmwns tr atinnR 

The intelligence squad, 
which will use information from 
a variety of sources jneh i din g 
Special Branch officers and 
ME, will compile profiles of pro- 
testers and organisations con- 
sidered to be potentially 
troublesome. The unit will also 
draw up action plans that chief 
constables can introduce to 
head off disorder 

The National Public Order 
Intelligence Unit will be based 
at Scotland ‘!&rxL The new out- 
fit will incorporate the Animal 
Rights National Index, which 
lists details of protesters. Yes- 
terday’s report notes: “It is 
planned that public order in- 
telligence oflicere in each force 
area will have access to the unit 
via a secure network.” 

There has been growing 
concern amongpoBce chiefs at 
the number and level of so- 


There are currently demon- 
strations at proposed building 
developments at Manchester 
airport, a private toll road 
around Birmingham, and Crys- 
tal Palace in smith London. 

Martin, a spokesman for the 
direct action group Earth First, 
said- “The call for new powers 
is a gross over-reaction. IPs a 
total myth that people set up 
booby traps. Campaigners have 
to live in these places so are 
hardly going to install some- 
thing that could be a danger” 

PhfKp T .ymberv. of Compas- 
sion mWbddffcrm^ said: “In 

a democracy people have a 
right to protest and express 
their opinion.” 
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English and Scots 
in race-bias tussle 




A CASE brought by an English 
coupte who daim they werethe 

victims of racial discrimina- 
tion by a pub landlord and his 

wfem a Scottish village was ad- 
journed yesterday after a legal 

wrangle over a similar case. 

Lawyers for the publican 

and his wife, Cofin and Jacque- 
Jw, Hne Pearson, called for the ac- 

tion to be suspended until 
another case involving the 

rugby commentator Mark 
So lister against BBC Scotland 
was concluded. Mr Souster, an 
EndighTiwn, ri&imB a racial 
motive was to blame for his feu- 
ure to get a job but an appeal 

has been lodged attfae Court of 


Session to rule whether there 
are differences between 

English and Scottish people 
and whether the 1976 Race Re- 
lations Act is applicable. 

Howevec at Dumfries Sher- 
iff Court yesterday, SheriffKen- 

neth Barr said he could not hdd 

up the action against the Peai^ 

sons to await the outcome of a 

j ipcp which could “go on for 
vcars'’, and be ordered a re- 


sons are being sued for £20,000 

comp ensation l>y Frank and 


were forced to quit their home 
in ciareneefield, near Annan, 
because of anti-English teas. 


PRICE WARNING 


PEOPLE WITH HEART CONDITIONS AND THOSE OF A NERVOUS 
DISPOSITION SHOULD LOOK AWAY NOW. 



CDS 




THE BEATLES 

SGT PEPPER’S LONELY HEARTS C-UB BAND 

MARVIN G AYE VERY BEST OF 
BECK MUTAT ONS 
QUEEN GREATEST HITS 

AND HUNDREDS MORE. 



jrA.99 

EACH 


ALSO AT £6.99: 
LIAR LIAR, THE ROCK, 
LEON. THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR, SEVEN YEARS IN TIBET, SPAWN. 
SHOOTING FISH. THE GODFATHER. GREASE. 
SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER. JERRY MAGUIRE, 
MEN IN BLACK. ZULU AND HUNDREDS MORE. 



>A.99 

EACH 


BOYZONE A DIFFERENT BEAT 
GARBAGE GAR.EAGE 
SIMON & GARFUNKEL 

FRIDGE OVER TPOJS-ED vVAT£? 

DIRE STRAITS BROTHERS INARMS 

AND HUNDREDS MORE. 



73-99 

kv EACH 


13-99 

kh# EACH 


ALSO AT £3.9* 
GROUNDHOG DAY. 
SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE, 
THE ITALIAN JOS, DANCES WITH WOLVES. THE 
SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION. PHILADELPHIA, SLEEPERS, 
FERRIS BUELLER'S DAY OFF, PLANES. TRAINS & 
AUTOMOBILES AND HUNDREDS MORE. 


BLONDIE DSNS 

DR. HOOK 20 GREAT LOVE SONGS 

CULTURE CLUB VERY BEST OF 
THE SIMPSONS SiNGTHE 3 lUB 
AND HUNDREDS MORE. 


DR. DOLITTLE 


£ 10 " 


CD SINGLES FROM 99p 
CASSETTE SINGLES FROM 49 p 



PLAYSTATION GAMES £29.99 EACH 
OR BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 


ALSO INCLUDING: DUKE NUKEM ID. V. RALLY, HEXEN. 

3 LIONS, PARAPPA THE RAPPA. WORMS. CRIME KILLER, 

1 ALUNDftA, ROGUE TRIP, NEWMAN HAAS AND MANY MORE. 


THE £3 MILLION 

PRICE DROP 


TOMB 
RAIDER III 



COLLECTORS EDITION 

DARTH 
VADER MUG 

(R.R.P. £16.99) 


£ 5.99 


DEFINITELY 

now £ 1.99 


BOOKS FROM 

99» 



MEGASTORES 
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A poster at a London bus stop spreading news of The Word', the capital's first international literary festival 


CfflCHTHE 22 bus into fee C51y 
of London this Sunday, and 
your iourtwy might endinthe 
company of Joseph L Heller. 
The legendary American nov- 
efistwill be reading and talking 
at the Barbican Centre - one 
among scores of high-profile 
events' during “The. Word”, 

London’s first international fes- 
tival of literature, whifi starts 
today and runs untQ 28 March. 

Five Nobel Prize winners 
will join more than 80 other au- 
thors, <fismn in equal numbers 
from the UK and abroad, in an 
Mark ChUvers ambitious London-wide, lottery- 







mrz 


or your 

business 
will pay 
later. 



The Big Number 


:TiT: 


Something is happening that will affect every business in the country. From 1st June, the new 02 codes and 
numbers become live, and you and your customers can start using them -provided you have made the necessary 
technical amendments to your telephone equipment. Call Barring and Eve other similar issues must be addressed 
by 1st June. If they're not, your switchboard might be unable to recognise the new codes, and you could find you’re 
losing business. So, do two things now: call 0808 22 4 2000 for our free booklet which explains all the changes, 
and book your telephone maintainer to pay you a visit. We think you’ll agree it’s better than paying later.. 

Code changes are coming. They start on 1st June. 


All The 
Phone 
Companies 
Together 


www.numberchange.org 


BY BOYD TONKIN 
Literary Editor ~ ‘ 

fended programme of 350-phis 
events. The Word embraces 


a movie-title masterclass as 
well as readings, 
and debates. 

Among the star turns, Doris 
LessingwiUappearmWbodfori 
Green, Walter Mosley in 
Lewi^am, Germaine Greer in 
Battersea and Margaret At- 
wood in Sutton, while even the 
reclusive Johnle Carrd breaks 
cover for an event at the Pea- 
cock Theatre in Holborn. 

However; if you want to call 
the central box office and make 
a booking, think again. There 
isn’t one; all tickets will be sold 
by local venues; whether it be 
the Enfield Civic Centre for Sue 
Townsend andTrary Pratchett, 
or the Surbiton Assembly 
Booms for Peter Carey. The 
reasons for this absence of a 
central core help explain The 
Word’s special mission, and 
why the director Peter Flo- 
rence, who also runs the Hay- 
on-Wye literary festival, thinks 
it . Can find an annual nw*hg in 

the capital’s cultural diary. 

Mr Florence has designed “'a 
festival that reaches across 
the city rather than simply con- 
centrating an Soho or the South 
Bank”. The Wbrd plans to take 
writers to the people, in verdant 
suburb or high-rise estate. It 
has no wish to replicate the “pil- 
grimage model” of most festi- 
vals, in which avid readers 
make a trekto see their favour- 
ite authors in some pleasant 
country town. This aim means, 
in many cases, an attempt to 
match tiie fare on of fer wi th the 
varied interests of a culturally 
complex metropolis. 

“It’s significant,” Mr Flo- 
rence said, “that one of -the 
strongest lineups consists of 
two writers from Nigeria and a 
guy from St Luda”: Wole Soyin- 
ka, Chinua Achebe and Derek 
Walcott, who read in an all-star 


gig at the Hackney Empire on 

Monday. Meanwhile, a series of 
short films on Cartoon Teteviskjo 
wfll try to reach potential pun- 
ters Who might never have 
sampled a writers’ event “What 
we really need to do is to bring 
. the festival into the Ttevor Mc- 
Donald slot,” Mr Florence said 
In fact, The Wbrd is building 
on the work of other innovators. 
During the Eighties, the literary 
entrepreng«g~ToiyEan we g tt >er 
firsttocatedahuge fire audience 
far black writers when be 
brought figures Kke Alice Walk- 
er to inner-city venues. The 
writer and arts consultant Ken 
Worpole, who ran pioneering 
writing groups in east Loudon, 
points ' out the shifting combi- 
nation of “location, audience 
and writer always make a 
unique occasion”. One poet may 
fill a habm Catfordbut empty a 
bar in Covent Garden: another; 
vice versa. Mr Worpole is 
delighted, for instance, that 
Turkey's greatest living nove^ 
OrhanPamuk,wiQ be coming to 
Hackney in the heart afLondori's 
Tur kish community. But was it 
some programmer’s wicked 
sense of fen that dispatched 
Deborah Moggach and Wendy 
Perriam’scBsarssionofsexinfe- 
tiantothekcriKTawfii^pariiajs 
afStreatham? 

Mr Worpole said The Word 
Is going to be a bit of a boost 
for the library service in Lon- 
don”, which provides many of its 
sites. But an annual jamboree 
can hardly make up for the 
longterm decline of local library 
services. Guy Daines, head of 
professional practice at the Li- 
brary Assodation, reveals there 
were 56brancfa closures in Lon- 
don between 1987 and 1997. 
Opening hours havefaUen by 22 
per cent in the samejieriod. and 
librarians’ real book-purchasing 
- power by 45 per cent The Wbrd 
may open new minds to modern 
literature, but some of those 
converts will return to their 
local libraries and find the door 
to further reading firmly shut 


£10,000 from 'British 
Nobel’ goes to Omagh 


THE IRISH novelist WQliam 
Trevor is to hand over £10.000, 
awarded to him as part of a 
prize far a lifetime’s literary 
achievement, to a young person 
from Omagh to help them build 
their own writing career 
Mr Trevor yesterday became 
the fourth winner of the David 
Cohen British literature Prize, 
dubbed the “British Nobel” 
because it is awarded for a body 
of, rather than a single, work. 

- The prize consists of £30,000 
for the author; plus £10,000 to 
commission work which will 
encourage young writers and 
readers. Announcing that he 
would be giving the bursary to 
someone from his native Ire- 
land, Mr Thera; 70, said at a cer- 
emony in London last night “I 
have based this idea on my own 
indigence at a similar time of 


By Clare Garner 

my fife. It is, I believe a time 
when creative people need 
most fi nancial support.” 

Dr Dess Hurson accepted 
the £10,000 bursary on behalf of 
the Arts Council of Northern 
Ireland, saying: “This is a very 
generous gesture to a town 
which attracted worldwide at- 
tention last year for the most 
awful reasons. William Trevor’s 
award looks to the future; it 
encourages creativity and win 
provide a wonderful opportunity 
for a young person to pursue a 
literary career." 

Mr 'Drevor has twice won the 
Whitbread Award: for The Chil- 
dren cfDynmouth (1976) and 
Fools qf Fortune (1983), and in 
1984 Ffeftcia’s Journey was the 
Whitbread Book of the Than 
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Hopes soar as balloon nears journey’s end 
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A HISTORY OF BALLOON RACING 
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VBRSM GLOBAL 


1997 


7/1/1 997 Mofocco 


VT/1 997 Algeria 


BRB1UNG ORBimt 2 

oejwrte* 2a>1. >1998 
Switzerland 

Landed; 7,7/1998 Burma 



Departed; 1 7.-2.- 1 999 Spam 
Landed: 7/11 999 Off Japan 


WV1997 USA 


• days 
2 bn 


200/1997 m <ba 


SOLO SPIRIT 2 - 
Departed: 

Bl/li‘1997 USA 


S/1.M99B Russia 


ariays 
12 kn 


l 




B days 
13 hr* 


■'1 




7 days 
Skra 


12/1/1997 

Switzerland 

Landed: 12/1/1997 off 
coast of S. France 


VIRGIN GLOBAL 
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The Breitling Orbito- 3, pl^nred after take-off in the Alps, is on coarse to rircnmiiavigate the globe tomorrow 


TWO PILOTS attempting to be 
the first to circumnavigate the 
globe in a balloon were last 
night on course to break the 
record for the longest balloon 

fli gh t. 

By the early hours of this 
morning Brian Jones, from 
Wiltshire, and his Swiss co- 
pilot, Bertrand Piccard, mil 
have been in the air for 18 days, 
beating the previous record of 
17 days and 18 hours set fay the 
Cable & Wireless team earlier 
this month 

IfaD goes according to plan, 
the Breitling Orbiter 3, which 
was last night heading out 
across the Atlantic, will cross 
9.27 degrees longitude over 
Mauritania tomorrow evening, 
setting the circumnavigation 
record. 

The pair had been hoping to 
reach the finish line a Bttieear- 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

tier but strong winds on 
Wednesday night caused the 
balloon to drift in a southerly 
direction and they lost half a 
day. During the night the bal- 
loon also used more fuel than 
on previous nights. 

Alan Noble, the Breitling 
flight director: said he hoped it 
was a one-off problem caused 

by tile hatlnnn passing throu gh 
a few clouds and that there 
would still be enough fuel to 
complete the fli gh t 

Luc TVuHemans, a Belgian 
meteorologist who is helping to 
guide the pilots on their jour- 
ney said: “The balloon had de- 
viated too tor south and was 
not following the winds we 
had planned for it The adven- 
ture was nearly over 

“I said to people around me 


in the control room at midnight 
GMT that six more hours fly- 
ing like that and it would have 
been over." 

He added that Mr Piccard. 
41, bad undergone hypnosis 
over the radio to help him 
overcome the stress of the 
journey. 

"Bertrand spoke under hyp- 
nosis to a medical iriend in 
Lausanne who boosted his 
morale. He also got more oxy- 
gen and the stress dimin- 
ished." he said. 

Victoria Osborne, a spokes- 
woman for the team, said Mr 
Jones, 51, and Mr Piccard were 
both now extremely tired but 
quietly confident. 

“We are calculating how 
much fuel they have, and 
whether; if there is enough to 
complete the journey; they will 
be able to fly on to Egypt and 


land there in daylight." she 
said. 

“Wc were quite worried 
about them on Wednesday be- 
cause they had spent six days 
crossing over the Pacific arid 
had no communication with us 
for four dqys because of tech- 
nical problems. 

“They were feeling very 
strained but after being able to 
talk to their wives and have a 
sleep while they were over 
land they started feeling much 
better and are ready to set off 
across the Atlantic." 

The balloon was travelling 
at just over 55 knots yesterday, 
and speeding up as it ap- 
proached the Atlantic winds, at 
an altitude of almost 3o.000ft. 

The pilots have flown more 
than 20,825 miles since taking 
off from Chateau d’Oex. in 
Switzerland, on l March. 
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Students say 
lecturers not 
up to the job 
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STUDENT LEADERS insisted 
; that tough new standards for 
• university teaching be made 
compulsory yesterday. They 
accused academics of “water- 
'tig down” a proposed gold stan- 
dard for lecturers and said 
■ there were too many academics 
with poor teaching skills. 

The National Union of Stu- 
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I It Jill I* 1 deserved a guarantee of teach- 
ing standards in return tor their 
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By Ben Russell 
E ducation Correspondent 

Ron Dealing (now Lord Dear- 
ing) as part of his landmark re- 
port on the future of higher 
education which led to the in- 
troduction of tuition fees. The 
Dealing report masted that 
tough guarantees on standards 
were an essential part of the tu- 
ition-fees package. 

Tb win membership, acade- 
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said it was unacc^itable that 
membership of a new bo4y set 
up to accredit teaching stan- 
dards would be voluntary. They 
claim that too mazy lecturers 

wmniifar gtamriarris tif frAnphing 

the “poor relation” of their 
research work. 

Lecturers, howeveg insisted 
that staff were already well 

trained in teaching techniques, 
and predicted that the proposed 
•standards would be a success. 

The NUS made die demand 
as part of a consultation on 
plans for the national Institute 
for Learning and Teaching, set 
up to regulate university teach- 
ing standards. The institute - 
effectively a General Medical 

Ckamcfl for university lecturers 
- was proposed in 1997 by Sir 


other written work, proving 
they are competent teachers. 
They will also have to keep their 
t eaching skflls up to date. 

Under current proposals 
membership of the institute 
will be voluntary although 
maqy universities plan to insist 
on accreditation for new staff. 

Andrew Rakes, the NUS pres- 
ident, said* “Students win de- 
mand high standards because 
cash is being paid ova* the table. 

“They are oompMnfag mor e 
because qualify and standards 
are essential. I think there is 
large scale bad teaching prac- 
tice. It’s not to say lecturers are 
bad at their subjects, but there 

has been very little investment 
in how they communicate that 
knowledge. AIL students have the 


right to teaching and support 
from motivated and well- 
resourced staff They also have 
the right to quality” 

. Liz Allen, a member of the 
institute's council and an offi- 
cial of the National Association 
of Tteachers in Farther and 
Higher Education, accepted 
that the current proposals may 
be too complex, but said a prop- 
erty run national system would 
be accepted fay the majority of 
staff She said “This is some- 
thing that shou l d happen with 
the support and co-operation of 
academic staff and being too 
heavy handed would be a mis- 
take. It is very diffleuft to say to 
people who have been doing a 
job very well for 20 or 25 years 
that they suddenly have to 
jump through an these hoops. 

“It is important to get this 
right but a lot erf teacher train- 
ing is already going on, partic- 
ularfy in the new universities." 
■Uni vei lily lecturers will meet 
employers today for the start iff 
talks on their 10 per cent pay- 
claim. The Association of 
University Teachers, which 
represents staff in tbe “old” uni- 
versities, has threatened to 
disrupt waminati iini! and imi - 
wwuty witram-fi in tha suinniw 
if their claim is not met 
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Report shows new 
risk to diet-fad girls 
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TEENAGE GIRLS who follow 
£rict diets are 18 times more 
stefy to develop an eating dis- 
order than those who eat what- 
ever they like. Even those girls 
who diet moderately are at five 

times the risk, according to re- 
searchers who studied 2,000 
male and female students aged 
14 and 15 over three years. 

The findings, published in 
the British Medical Journal* 
suggest that exercise is the 
safest way for teenagers to 

cratrol their wighL This is con- 
firmed by a second study, pub- 
lished yesterday in the United 
States journal Archfoes cfPae- 
dairies, showing that television 
is linked with the growth of 
obesity among American teen- 

*&s. 

> The US stiufy of 1,300 stu- 
dents showed that a school- 
based program which aimed to 
cut down television viewing to 
less than two hours a day to- 
creased activity among the stu- 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

dents and reduced their expo- 
sure to commercials for swe^s 
and junk food. Over two years, 
obesify fell among the girls 
who^ went to schools involved in 
the programme (from 23.6 per 
cent to 20.3 per cent) and rose 
among those at control schools 
where it did not run (from 21.5 
to 23.7 per cent). Among boys 

there was little change. 

The BMJ stuify conducted in 
Australia, found that 8 per cent 
of the girls had followed strict 
diets and a further 60 per cent 
had dieted at amoderate level 

Ovct one year the strict dieters 

had an almost one to five 
chance of developing an eating 
disorder; ^ while the moderate <E- 
eters had a one to forty chance. 

Boys were at much lowe r risk. 

psychiatric problems.were 
also found to be strongfy asso- 
ciated with the development of 


eating disorders, raising the 
risk almost sevenfold. 

Professor George Patton 
and his colleagues, from the 
University of Melbourne, say 
that it is possible that the link 
between strict (Seting and eat- 
ing disorders exists because in 
those who start severe dieting 
a process leading to the devel- 
opment of an eating disorder 
has already begun. Howevei; 
they conclude: “In adolescent 
weight control, promotion o£ ex- 
ercise rather than restriction of 
dietary intake may prove less 
erf a risk in the development of 
onHng disorders.” 

The authors say previous 
research had suggested that 
taMngpartinspOTts,e^)ecia]- 
fy those that required thinness, 
such as gymnastics, migh t in- 
crease the risk of eating disor- 
ders. However; they found that 
dafly participation in sports did 
not raise the risks above those 
already associated with (feting. 
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Clinton emerges 


from press purdah 


this afternoon, President 

B03, Clinton will do something 
he has not done for almost a 
year: waft; solo into the East 
Room of the White House and 
submit himself to unscripted 
questions from reporters. 

The presidential press con- 
ference a genre that the White 
House press corps regards as 
tantamount to a constitutional 
right for the Fburth Estate, 
has been suspended since the 
Monica Lewinsky scandal be- 
came a threat to Mr Clinton’s 
presidency Today's press con- 
ference, which is scheduled to 
last an hour but on past per- 
formance could go on much 
longer is a dear effort by the 
President and the White House 
to draw a line under the Lewin- 
sky affair and the impeach- 
ment drama that followed. 

The last such press confer- 
ence fawkplace last April, three 
months after the first White 
House panic about the Lewin- 


BYMAHYDEJEVSSY 
in Washington 


sky scandal Then, reporters’ in- 
sistent questions about the ve- 
racity of the President's denials 
demonstrated the afEair would 
not go away and discouraged 
the White House from risking 
another media free-fbr-alL 
Since then, relations be- 
tween the White House and the 
US media, espwaahy the Wash- 
ington media, have been 
fraught to non-existent 
Mr Clinton was not com- 
pletely isolated, but every occa- 
sion was stage-managed to 


ident appeared m tandem with 
other state leaders, or at script- 
ed events in the White House or 
the Bose Garden where he could 
choose to take questions or not 
- and frequently chose not to. 

His spokesmen - Mike Mc- 
Curry tmHi last 
since then, Joe Lockhart - 


have come in for ferocious crit- 
icism for being distant , un- 
communicative and, at times, 
plain inaccurate. Mr McCurxy, 
mho often looked awkward at 
the poffium add professed to 
knowing nothing about the 
Lewinsky affair has admitted 
since leaving the White House 
that he was unhappy with the 
lack of information coming 
from the Oval Office, but tried 
never knowingly to lie. 

Mutual resentment built up. 
Officials at the White House, 
where Mr CMoa - it transpired 
- had repeatedly lied to senior 
aides, objected to what thqf saw 
as intrusive and hostile ques- 
tions from overbearing re- 
porters with ambitions to fell a 
president Reporters accused 
the White House of stone- 
walling and— after Mr (Hinton's 
confession in August- of tying. 
The White House press corps 
is used not only to a degree of 
accessibility that reporters in 


Britain can only envy but also 
to a cosy system of give and 
take that borders on patronage. 

Since Mr Clinton’s acquittal 
by the Seriate two months ago, 
the White House has be® loos- 
ening his leash. When lie trav- 
elled to Mexico on "Valentine’s 
Day he and Hillary Clinton 
handed out chocolates to foe 
press. Duringhis recent visit to 
Central America, the Presi- 
dent attended two informal din- 
ners^ wiih select members of the 
media. . Last weekend, he an- 
swered questions shouted by 


Today’s event is the enlmi. 
natiwi of these •too nnaEgatiotf * 
efforts. It will show not only 
whether the President is ready 

to face the media, but whether 
Washington reporters are 
ready to consign toe Lewinsky 
affair and Mr Clinton’s duplic- 
ity to history. 

Leading article. 
Review; page 3 



Russian prosecutor Yuri Skuratovwifh fats' wife Yelena. A video of him with prostitutes has been broadcast AP 
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relish sex 
and video 
‘skandal’ 


RUSSIANS RELISH political 
skandals* . more than any 
other blood sport, and the lat- 
est to surface in the feral worid 
of Moscow politics is a classic. 

The chief exhibit is a secretly 

recorded videotape, which pur- 
ports to show the country’s 
top prosecutor cavorting with 
two young women. 

Such scenes ought to be a 
fatal Mot on the curriculum 
vitae of one of Russia’s most 
senior officials. As Prosecutor 
General, Mm Skuratov is in the 
front line -of law enforcement, 
a medal-bedecked warrior in 
the battle against corruption. 

That is not how it turned out 
In the earty hours yesterday, a 
dip of the film was screened an 
a national television station. 
There was no sign of the spot- 
less military uniform that Mr 
Skuraton 46, is fond of wearing 
Instead toe portly stud was 
seen in a pair of underpants. 

The screening came as toe 
prosecutor was confident that 
his job was secure for the first 
time since being forced into 
offering his resignation six 
weeks ago. Only hours earlier; he 
had strode out of the Federation 
Council, parliament's upper 
house, after it voted to refuse to 
accept his decision to quit 

The coundL, made up of pow- 
erful regional leaders, was 
shown the videotape before the 
vote* but decided that what the 
prosecutor may have done wito- 
in the walls of someone dse’s 
bedroom was his own business. 

While this may appear to be 
a refreshing example of Russ- 
ian liberalism, the reality is 
less attractive. The Prosecutor 
General’s survival revealed 
only that the upper house was 
intent on humbling the sick 
and meddling Boris Yeltsin. 
The President wanted the 
Prosecutor General out; the 
council, which has the final 
word, was having none of it So 
it delivered Mrlfeltsin’s second 


by Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 


US settles Cuban bill 


A JUDGE in toe United States 
yesterday ordered that more 
than $62m (£3.8m), owed to 
Cuba fay US telephone compa- 
nies, be paid instead to the fem- 
ilies of three Cuban-Amexicans 
killed when their planes were 
Shot down by Cuban jets in 1996. 

The families of three of toe pi- 
tots kfited in the attack won a 
judgment of ?l87m against toe 
Cuban government and the 
Cuban AirEtorce in l997 but had 
been unable to collect it Judge 
James Lawrence King who 
made toe 1997 judgment, ruled 


by Fiona Bell 
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defeat by parliament in just ova* 
six months, proriding farther 
evidence of his wasted political 
sinews. 

There is another issue. Rus- 
sia’s regional heavyweights in 
the Federation Council have 
plenty of their own skeletons. 
They doubtless hope for the 
same generosity from toe Pros- 
ecutor General that they have 
accorded him Mr Skura toy’s 
fight against crime will now be 
tougher stflL 

Not that he was making 
much headway. His term has 
been marked by a failure to 
crack any high-profile cases 
- neither the murder of toe 
television executive Vladislav 
Listyev, nor that of Dmitri 
Eholodo^ an investigative jour- 
nalist blown up by a briefcase 
bomb, nor that of toe demoo 
ratic parliamentarian, Galina 
Staravoitova, gunned down in 
St Petersburg last year. 

Mr Skuratov disagrees. This 
weds he portrayed himself as 
a victim of his own intrepid 
labours. Gnrn plaming ^“rlte gal 
bugging” and "interference 
with private life”, he linked his 
attempted ouster with sensitive 
operations by his department 
It has been looking at how 
Russia’s Centra] Bank trans- 
ferred foreign reserves into a 
Jersey account, and into the ac- 
tivities of the tycoon Boris 


But before he can pursue 
these matters, Mr Stairatov 
must fend off a counter-attack 
fay a wounded Mr Yeltsin, who 
has launched a Security Coun- 
cil inquiry into his conduct 
But one case looks likely to 
forge ahead. Mr Skura tov’s 
office yesterday said it might 
prosecute the RTR channel, 
which screened the offending 
dip. The channel had “jeopar- 
dised the Prosecutor General". 


yesterday that the families could 


(toding payments owed to Cuba 
by telephone companies doing 
business with the island. More 
than Him should come from 
AT&T and about $ 1.05m from 
MCI International 
Cuba’s state telephone com- 
pany severed most of its links 
to the US in February because 
US telephone companies had 
been withholding payments 
pending the court’s derision. 
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Albanians sign up to empty peace 


WAS rr drama or farce? The 
Kosovo Albanians signed their 
an te ion y agreement here last 

night-with not a Serb present 
and even the Russian negotia- 
t or ref using to add his name as 
a witness. 

“Signing up for peace," the 
^jjk Americans deviously called lL 
But it musthave been the only 

treaty in Europe to be pro- 
claimed a success after being 
signed hy one side and ignored 
bytheothen 

Balkans envoy Christopher 
HIU was the best that the Amer- 
icans could produce for (his 
odd, stilted performance at 


* «ft Ittm »Hh provUtuti-, has birn | 

tussians 



sex 
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- Ibrahim Rugova and the mil- 
itary leader Ib rahim ‘‘the 
Snake" Thad in the middle - 
dutifully signed their docu- 
ments in total SflPwro 

Austrian diplomat Boris 
Fetritsch witnessed the signa- 
tures for the European Union. 
But no one said a word about 
the empty chair in which Boris 
Mayorski of Russia should have 
sat “It takes two to tango," he 
had announced on Wednesday 
He could say that again. 

The Kosovo peace talk* 
were effectively at an end. But 
what next? There was fa nr of 
another deadly warning (“time 
is running out", “those res- 
ponsible will be held fufly ac- 
countable”) from our Foreign 
Secretary, Lieutenant-General 
Sir Robin Cook. But you only 
had to watch James Rubin out- 
side the Avenue Kleber con- 
ference centre, as the French 
riot police and plain -clothes 
flics glowered at the rows of 
television crews, to know we are 
not going to wan Not yet 


By ROBERT FISK 
in Paris 

“It's hard to predict" what 
the future holds, announced 
the US State Department 
spo kesman as immapnlatp a 
major-domo as we could expect 
to find in his immaculate black 
suit and bright red tie behind 
the police barricade. “Nobody 
wants to pursue military 
means." 

Then latex; after we had 
been told about die Kosovars 1 
“courageous decision to choose 
peace” Mr Rubin let the cat out 
of the bag: “Clearly (he Yfest, 
the international c om m u n ity 
is prepared to go the extra 
mSe for peace." 

You bet they are. Ala Berlin 
summit, which other European 
Union members only heard 
about from the press. General 
Cook and his French Ger- 
man opposite numbers pon- 
dered die alternatives to war 
Having won first prize frcun the 
Americans for si gning an 
agreement that leaves them a 
long way short of indepen- 
dence, Messrs Thaci, Rogova 
and their Kosovar colleagues 
are being invited to Washington 
for talks with Supreme Com- 
mander Madeleine Albright. 

Which wiD keep them quiet 
while the Serbs continue to 
bombard, burn and loot the 
villages of Kosovo's Dreniea re- 
gion. So ranch for the “peace” 
that Mr Robin was trying to 
proclaim yesterday. 

Then there is die idea pri- 
vately touted by the Ameri- 
cans that die Russian Prime 
Minister, Yevgeni Primakov, 
might visit Belgrade early next 



Ye ton Surrtri, spokesman of the Kosovar delegation, briefs journalists before the signing ceremony in Paris 


week for another tot at the 
Yugoslav President, Slobodan 
Milosevic, the man whom even 
Richard Holbrook couldn’t 
break. This mi ght constitute 
“the extra mile for peace 7 * of 
which Mr Rubin spoke so 


blithely yesterday. So would a 
visit by Mr Cook and Hubert 
Vedrine of France, though they 
would hate to be told to go 
home, as US negotiator 
Christopher Hill was last 
month, esp ecially if General 


fVvib-p lannfrH t/p d o " tiirw it 

running out” act. 

There were other hints of 
things to come in Mr Rubin’s 
cheery meeting with the press 
yesterday afternoon. After 
Washington, the Kosovo Alba- 


nians would have to head home 
for “necessary consultation ... 
so that the implementation will 
stick”, he told us. “Itis very im- 
portant for the Kosovo delega- 
tion to stay unified.'' It was also 
very important, he added, that 


AFP 


the Kosovars should “stay in 
touch with the United States". 

Nobody asked why this “nec- 
essary consultation" should be 
necessary Was the Kosovo del- 
egation not so unified as we 
have been led to believe? Could 


it be that there will be an un- 
conscionable delay between 
the delegations’ signature "for 
peace” and the arrival of Xato 
troops, a delay so long that the 
Kosovars will suffer hundreds 
more martyrs at Serb hands? 

Nato has told us all again and 
again that if the Kosovo Alba- 
nians sign up to the autonomy 
agreement and the Serbs do 
not, then Serbia will be bombed. 
But it is not being bombed. 

No wonder the men of Koso- 
vo were praised for their 
“courageous decision to choose 
peace”, that the Serbs were 
blamed by Mr Rubin for their 
“intransigence". Other words 
for their behaviour might liave 
been chosen by the refugees 
fleeing the latest Serb offensive. 
No wonder that much was 
made of how Hasbem Thaci 
personally thanked Supreme 
Commander .Albright for her 
work in bringing about the 
agreement She was sorry she 
couldn't be there, we were told. 

We saw the Kosovo delega- 
tion leaving later, Mr Rugova - 
philosopher, intellectual, long 
discarded as the spearhead of 
independence - giving us all a 
royal wave from his bus. 

Then came the signing cer- 
emony. “It win be clear for all 
the world to sec that the Koso- 
vo Albanians have chosen the 
path for peace," the American 
spokesman told us. But jour- 
nalists were not even allowed 
to sit in the same room as the 
delegates. Instead, we were 
invited into the French foreign 
ministry’s conference centre to 
view this supposedly historic 
achievement on a video screen. 
Through a glass darkly. 
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Burma jibe over Suu 
Kyi’s ailing husband 


i 




BURMA’S military govern- 
ment said yesterday that it was 
reviewing a visa request from 
the dying British husband of the 
opposition leaden Aung San 
Suu Kyi, but said the request 
was “surprising", and that it 
would be more sensible for her 
to visit him. 

The gover nm ent {cfBurmal 
suggests that Ms Sun Rri. who 
is in perfect health, travel to 
Engfruid to respoud to her hus- 
bands dying wish to see ha: 9ie 
has so far refused to go,” it said 
in the capital, Rangoon. 

The military has long sought 
a way to get Ms Suu Ifyi, the 
biggest thorn in its side for a 
decade, out of the country. She 
has not left for the past 11 
years, fearing she would not be 
allowed back if she fid. 

Sources close to the famSy 
say that her husband, Michael 
Aris, an Oxford academic who 
has been denied a visa to 
Burtna fix - the past three years, 



Aung San Sim Kyi: Fears 
exile if she leaves Burma 

is dying from prostate ca n cer 
which has spread to his spine 
and lungs. 

The government said iq a 
statement that it would provide 
Ms Suu Byi “all possible assis- 
tance" to join her husband. It 
did not say if she would be al- 
lowed to return if she efid so. 

The authorities argued that a 


trip by Mr Aris to Burma “would 
appear to be both irresponsUe 
and inhumane, and the govern- 
ment is reluctant to encourage 
or endorse such an action". 

The sources dose to Ms Sou 
Kyfs family said that even if Mr 
Aris were granted a visa, he 
was not fit enough to travel But 
he would do so if his condition 
improved, despite fears that he 
might noGsorrtve tbejontoey 
TjnOo,viceKdwHTOann£Ms 
Suu Kyi’s Natkmal League for 
Democracy said that the op- 
position leader was very wor- 
ried about her husband but 
could not leave Burma. “She 
knows that if she does, the mil- 
itary regme will never allow 
her to return,” he said 
Suu Kyi, who won the 1991 
Nobel Peace Prize for her 
courage in standing np to mil- 
itary rule, has not left Burma 
since she returned to Rangoon 
in early 1988 to nurse her dying 
mother fReuters) 
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New purge of 
EU officials 

i 

on the way 

1 the European Commission 
looks set to be convulsed by a 
further wave of revelations on 
corruption and mismanage- 
ment and a ruthless purge of 
; the top ranks of its officials. 

The five person inquiry team 
whose damning report helped 
■ topple the commissioners on 
Monday night, is now preparing 
for the second phase of the 
probe. Yesterday some mem- 
bers of the committee accused 
the Commission of “hindering” 
its work. 

The target of the next phase 
is the Commission’s 24 direc- 
torates-generai whose 16,000 
staff carry out the day-to-day 
management of tasks and the 
execution of policies including 
the awarding of financial con- 
tracts. 

There were suggestions in 
the German press yesterday of 
a rearguard attempt by the 
Commission hierarchy to gag 
the inquiry by refusing to co- 
operate with the next round. 

But any refusal to band over 
documents would trigger aD-out 
war with the European Parlia- 
ment when the heads of gov- 
ernment like Tony Blair have 
demanded “root and branch” 
reform. 

The inquiry team is report- 
ed to have already received 
hundreds of boxes of addition- 
al information which will form 
part of the second phase. 

The prospect of a purge of 
senior ranking permanent offi- 
cials is now befog relished by 
handpicked aides and political 
advisers in the Commissioners’ 

“cabinets” or private offices, 
who themselves were indirect- 
ly the target of much of the 
criticism in the first phase re- 
port 

“There is no point in clear- 
ing away the commissioners 
who accept political responsi- 
bility if you leave in place the 
faceless civil servants who 
were actually lining their pock- 
ets and mismanaging things,” 
said one cabinet member yes- 
terday. 


By Katherine Butler 
in Brussels 


Many middle and junior 
ranking civil servants are also 
anxious to see a dear out “The 
wise persons report is only the 
tip of the iceberg” said one. Oth- 
ers said they were appalled by 
the report and expressed soli- 
darity with Raul Van Buitenen 
the sacked Commission 
wbistlebtowee Mr\kn Buitenen 
was given a standing ovation 
when he showed up at a general 
assembly of EC staff unions on 
Wednesday. 



Cressom Suggests the 
report was exaggerated 


Among the targets of the 
new broom would, according to 
some sources, be powerful be- 
hind the scenes figures. “Why 
should these top civil servants 
get off scot free?” said on in- 
sider. 

The presidents of political 
groups fo the European Par- 
liament meet on Monday night 
fo Brussels to decide the remit 
for the second stage of the in- 
quiry and parliament officials 
say there will be agreement 
that it should proceed. “There 
is definitely a feeling that we 
need to go down to the next 
rung of the ladder”. 

The inquiry team yesterday 
hit back at commissioners who 
suggested that parts of the ex- 
plosive report were deliber- 


ately hyped up. Edith Cresson, 
the disgraced French commis- 
sioner on Wednesday suggest- 
ed that the conclusions of the 
report did not tally with the 
body of the text and had been 
sharpened up for political effect 
on Sunday night after she had 
seen them Pierre Lelong, pres- 
ident of the French court of au- 
ditors, one of the inquiry team 
flatly denied the accusation. 
-The conclusions were not 
hardened up. The few changes 
we made were done with the 
most scrupulous attention to 
the truth and without pressure 
from anyone anywhere,*' he 
said. 

Walter Van Gerven, a judge 
formerly on the bench of the 
European Court of Justice, 
was another of the five wise 
persons. He said: “The Euro- 
pean Parliament gave us our 
mandate and I think they are 
quite happy with the work we 
did". He added that the most 
serious problem shown up by 
the inquiry was that the Com- 
mission had taken on too much 
work. “The Commission is not 
made to directly manage hun- 
dreds of contracts with tourism 
promotion associations forex- 
ample. 

“Likewise to launch a poli- 
cy of aid to abandoned children 
fo Romania and then to entrust 
the job to a private company 
and let it choose the benefi- 
ciaries of public money, that is 
madness.” 

Andre. Middelhoek, a for- 
mer member of the EU court of 
auditors, slated the culture of 
commissioners foiling to look 
beyond their own noses. “Com- 
missioners should look beyond 
the hedges of their garden and 
tear out the weeds from the gar- 
dens of their neighbours.” 

The inquiry team was ap- 
pointed fo January after the 
Commission agreed to co-op- 
erate with a probe in a bid to 
stave off a vote of censure in 
parliament. 

Donald Macintyre, 
Review; page 3 
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Rift opens on stopgap president 


A NEW rift has opened up 
among Europe’s leaders on 
whether to appoint an interim 
successor to Jacques Santa; as 
signs of a quick agreement on 
who should fill the job of Euro- 
pean Commission president 
faded yesterday. 

Although several countries- 
fodudfog Britain and Germany 
-have called for the speedy ap- 
pointment of a full-time re- 
placement, marry believe there 
is a growing likelihood of an in- 
terim Commission headed by a 
caretaker such as Sir Leon Brit- 
tan, the British vicepresident of 
the Commission, or the Belgian 
commissioner; Karel Ifan Miert 

One complication is that the 
new president needs to be ap- 
proved by the European Par- 
liament Because elections are 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brrssels 


due in June, a permanent pres- 
ident would require the support 
ofboth the old and the new par- 
liaments, requiring two 
processes in nine months. 

Several countries, including 
France, now expect an interim 
solution and Spain wants to 
keep the existing Commission 
in {dace at least until the Eu- 
ropean elections. 

Two serving premiers who 
have not yet let their names go 
forward for the top job of pres- 
ident, Wim Kok of the Nether- 
lands and Antonio Guterres of 
Portugal, are Ekefy to come into 
the frame, if either think they 
could get unanimous support of 
the 15 leaders. If a decision 


could be delayed until later fo 
the year that would help Mr 
Guterres because he would 
not want to leave before Por- 
tuguese elections, which are 
due in the autumn. 

Romano Pnxfi, the former 
Italian premier, has won early 
status as favourite but one Eu- 
ropean dipkanat said yesterday 
“He is a tittle obvious, and the 
obvious candidate usually does 
not get it” Although he has the 
backing of the Italian govern- 
ment he could suffer from not 
being a member of the social- 
ist group to which 11 of the 15 
heads of government belong. 

Tony Blair has publicly 
praised Mr Prodi, with whom 
he attended a seminar in ‘Wash- 
ington last year on the Third 
Why but this could be tactical. 


Mr Kok and Mr Guterres might 
also win British support alien 
the real horsetrading gets 
underway. 

Javier So Lana. Nato’s Secre- 
tary-General, is a socialist but 
does not have the support as yet 
of the Spanish premier; Jose 
Maria Aamar; who comes from a 

rival party- Mr Aznar would pre- 
fer Mr Guterres with whom he 
has dose relations. Mr Solana 
could become available after 
the Jfotosummft next month. Ffe- 
lipe Gonzalez, the former Span- 
ish prime nmistei; is unfifedy to 
get Mr Aznaris backing. 

Rudolf Scharping, the Ger- 
man Defence Minister; could 
emerge if Bonn decides to put 
forward a candidate. And there 
is even speculation that Jean- 
Luc Dehaene, the Prime Min- 


ister of Belgium whose candi- 
dature for the job was blocked 
in 1994 by the then British 
prime minister John Major, 
could reeroerge as a contender 

Germany yesterday ruled 
out the possibility of deciding on 
a new president at next week’s 
summit in Berlin. Instead, lead- 
ers want negotiations over the 
Agenda 2000 financial reforms 
of the EU to have priority. 

A further complication re- 
volves around treaty changes. 
Under the existing Maastricht 
treaty, the parliament can reject 
the president, if it chooses, and 
examine appointments of Com- 
missioners. But after l May, the 
Amsterdam treaty comes into 
force, strengthening the powers 
of the assembly which wiB be 
elected in June. 
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Bonn opposition rounds on 
Schroder’s handling of crisis 


THE GERMAN government was 
accused yesterday of botching 
its duties in Europe and of 
pushing next week’s European 
Union s ummit fo Berlin to the 
brink of failure. 

Such criticism has been Lev- 
elled before by Germany’s op- 
ponents in Europe, but this 
time it was voiced by Gerhard 
Schroder’s opposition, which 
traditionally stands shoulder to 
shoulder with the Bonn gov- 
ernment on important Euro- 
pean matters. 

“From every capital in Eu- 
rope we have been hearing all 
week that the German Presi- 
dency has worked extremely 
poorly and had been extremely 
badly prepared,” said W olfgan g 
Sch&uble. leader of the Chris- 
tian Democrats. “You are hurt- 
ing Europe when you do such 
bad work.” 

The attack came during the 
first Bundestag debate on the 


by Imre Karacs 
in Berlin 


in Brussels, and appeared to 


take Joschka Fischer; the For- 
eign Minister by surprise. Wifo 
Helmut Kohl, the undisputed 
champion of EU integration, 
sitting silently in the back 
benches, Mr Fischer appealed 
for bipartisan support, but got 
none. 

Mr Kohl's successors feel the 
adminis t ration h ps % priorities 
wrong. Left with the task of 
sorting out the mess in Brus- 
sels, the government continues 
to insist that Europe’s leaders 
must reach an agreement on 
reform before addressing the 
question of who should be the 
new Commission President 

“If the EU doesn't do its 
homework in the current situ- 
ation, it would appear inca- 
pable of acting and politically 
split, and this would lead to a 
regression into national self- 
ishness,” Mr Fischer told 
partiament 



Gerhard Schroder: Accused 
of lacking finesse 

“A failure in Berlin would en- 
danger the timetable of expan- 
sion,” he warned, referring to 
the queue of applicants waiting 
for the EU to sort out its bud- 
get and institutional reforms be- 
fore they can join. But Bonn has 
been criticised both abroad and 
at home for pushing its own 
budget rebate too hard. 

Though the claim for a re- 
duction was first made by the 
Kohl government, the Ch ristian 


Democrats who now find them- 
selves fo opposition say Mr 
SchrOder ladts his predeces- 
sor's finesse, and is therefore 
endangering a deal. 

For the first time, Mr 
Fischer hinted yesterday that 
Germany was prepared to 
lower its sights in its growing 
desperation to reach a dteaL Ac- 
knowledging that Germany 
would remain the largest EU 
contributor; the Fbreign Minis- 
ter appeared to settle for a 
token reduction. 

“What is decisive is to ach- 
ieve a fairer distribution of the 
burden,” he said. That would 
mean Britain paying a little 
more and Germany paying a fit- 
tie less. Now only the final fig- 
ures need to be hagyrieH over 
“A compromise is in sight," Mr 
Fischer said. 

Germany appears ready to 
loosen its grip on the agenda fo 
Berlin, allowing time fora dis- 
cussion on who should suc- 
ceed Jacques Santer. 


Dump commissioners, says Hague 


WILLIAM HAGUE vnll today de- 
mand that aD 20 members of the 
European Commission should 
lose their jobs permanently 
after the scathing inquiry re- 
vealing fraud and mismanage- 
ment in Brussels. 

The Itey leader will raise the 
stakes fo his battle with Toqy 
Blair over the EU crisis by 
saying none of the existing 
commissioners should be reap- 
pointed after a new commission 
president has been found to 
succeed Jacques Santer. 
Although all 20 commission 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

members resigned after Mon- 
day’s inquiry report, a majori- 
ty of them are expected to be 
reinstated. Mr Blair has called 
for Sir Leon Brittan and Nefl 
Kin nock, Britain's commis- 
sioners, to get their jobs bade 

At the Welsh Conservatives’ 
conference in Cardiff, Mr 
Hague will say: “Wes need a total 
dear-out of the easting Euro- 
pean commissioners.” 

Mr Hague said it was “totally 


outrageous and indefensible" 
that commissioners resigning 
in disgrace could receive sev- 
erance packages worth up to 
£300.000. He said Mr Blair must 
not back down after nailing far 

the payments to be blocked. 

Downing Street conceded 
yesterday that it was not aware 
of the provisions in the com- 
missioners’ contracts, but stuck 
to Mr Blair’s demand. “A lot of 
people would find it stagge ring 
that these kinds of pay-offs are 
being bandied about, given the 
circumstances in which they 


will leave,” said his spokesman. 
Mr Hague said Parliament 


Prime Minister's choice of 
Britain's representatives in 
Brussels, But the Tory leader 
faced accusations of “double 
standards” from his own MPsat 
a private meeting on Wednesday 
for not consulting them before 
he proposed that Sir Alastair 
Goodlad, the party's former 
chief whip, succeed Sir Leon fo 
January. Some MPs wanted Mr 
Hague to nominate Chris Fat- 
ten, the former Tory chairman. 
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afia controls fifth of Italian cafes 



FOREIGN NEWS/15 


IT IS a statistic many Italians 
wiD find hard to digest but one 
in eveiy five of tfaar restau rant* 
is controlled by organised 
crime, according to Italy's 
main business association, 
Confcommerdo. 

While the humble pizzeria is 
tiie most popular Ma£a invest- 
ment choice, Confcommerdo 
says they have also taken con- 
trol of gourmet establishments. 
^ T he Mafia’s appetite for 
front businesses, which allow it 
to put dirty rash into circulation, 
e mer ged at a seminar that 
brought together money laun- 
dering experts from Italy and 
the United States. 

Statistics show that Italy's 
four crime syndicates control 
around 15 per cent of hotels and 
18 per cent of bars and ice- 
cream parlours, with the Cosa 
Nostra of Sicily in top place. 

While the shadow cf the Mob 
hovers over many business sec- 
tors, the record goes to cement 

businesses, about 70 per cent of 
which are controlled by the 
Mafia. Each of the organised 
crime groups controls about a 
fifth of the bank deposits, prop- 
erties, gold and antiq ues mar- 


by francis Kennedy 
in Rome 


kets, travel agencies, car work- 
shops, old people's homes, 
shops, bars and restaurants. 

little is known of where the 
money comes from. Organised 
crime collects about $20bn 
(£l2jbn) annually in Italy 
through protection rackets and 
loan -sharking. Some $14bn 
comes from the drugs trade, 
$11.7bn from illegal gambling 
and $7.9bn from prostitution. 

Experts on organised crime 
warn that the Mafia's strong- 
hold over certain businesses 
poses a threat to the rest of the 
economy; businesses whose 
main function is simply to turn 
over pfl-th are likely to slash 
prices and put legal competitors 
out of business. Organised 
crime groups are also exploit- 
ing the latest technology. 

The possibility of transfer- 
ring vast sums across the globe 
in seconds by electronic wiz- 
ardry means the takings from 
drugs, prostitution, arms deal- 
ing and Unde waste trafficking 
can be turned pearly white 
without leaving a trace. 


Participants at Money Laun- 
dering 2000m Rome yekerdav 
also beard that in the criminal 
underworld. gold ingots are re- 
placing cash as the basis of in- 
ternational deals. Crime 
syndicates are also making in- 
creasing use of stock markets, 
using white collar accomplices 
with fina nc ial nouse to invest 

fhpjrmiliinng nriegafps heard 
warnings that while the birth of 
the euro wiD fimit the dunce Ear 
laundering through currency 
transactions the pressure of 
preparing for the single cur- 
rency means banks may let 
their guard down. 

The speaker of the Itafian par- 
liament, Luciano Vkdante, a for- 
mer head of the anti-Mafia 
C otmn t ss ioa, called cm Western 
countries to take tough, con- 
certed action against states of- 
fering financial sanctuary to the 
Mafia. He proposed an embar- 
go against pamdisi fiscah or tax 
havens, such as the Cayman Is- 
lands and the Bahamas. Italy's 
anti-mafia prosecutac Pier Luigi 
Vigna, said the spread of money 
laundering ml ciity risked crip- 
pling free competition but en- 
dangered democracy' itself. 
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Sinister saga 
of a Catalan 
shallow grave 


ROPEAN TIMES 


OLOT, SPAIN 


MILLIONS ( r Spaniards have 
been tran axed in recent 
days by tin unravelling of a 
mystery m re gripping and 
bizarre tha any of the tele- 
vised melo ramas to which 
they are sc levoted. A rural 
crime that ould have been 
created by < eorges Simenan 
is unfoUfirq in Olot, a small 
Catalan bn l in the path of 
the Tramtx Carta, the wind 
that sweep south from the 
Pyrenees nd, they say, 
makes evenpoe a littie cra^y. 

In Novemer 1992, a young 
pharmacist Maria Angels 
Febu, was k napped at gun- 
point from h rear as she was 
driving into er garage near 
the chemists he ran with her 
mother. Fbr £ days she was 
held in an uderground pit 
less than six eet square and 
infested will rats and scor- 
pions. On Pa n Sunday 1994, 
given up fbi dead, she was 
suddenly fre ± 

No me si pped town, no 
one said a wo 1 and after the 
initial blaze i : publicity this 
dosed moun tin community 
where mono )ny is consid- 
ened a measi -e of weUbeing 
slumbered bhind a wall of 
silence, five 'ears of inves- 
tigation turn i up absolute- 
ly nothing, uspects were 
detained, qestioned and 
released. 

British socialists hired 
by the famllj Control Risks 
amsultants, i sisted this was 
a profession 1 job. Others 
blamed a rev age operation 
against Ms Ft iu’s father; the 
richest man i the area, who 
bad been imp atedinabank 
failure, finks ritfa the Italian 
Mafia were uspected, or 
Basque sepai itists, or right- 
wingextreml s. Perhaps Ms 
Bhliu staged te whole thing 
to escape th amorous at- 
tentions of t Scandinavian 
English lead t. 

AD trails n [into the sand. 
Until last w ek, when Ms 
Feliu’s torme itors were re- 
vealed to be 1 r neighbours. 
Antonio Guir do, or “Tom”, 
an Olot police ian, part-time 
coach to the chool football 
bam and a c sterner at the 

Ehliu pbarmac ; wmked ni^bt 

shifty patroffii \ the town and 
protecting its* '.000 residents 
from petty erh e. Tom, prone 
to migr aines £ id depression, 
broke down la L Tuesday and 
confessed he ^as one of the 

culprits. 

Toni finger d a handful of 
local hunpensand buRybqys 

■ ■ II. CVJni'c 


apt there, vdiidi he thought 
was fora gym. 

The motive seems to have 
been money. Within days of 
her abduction, Ms Fteliu's 
family received a ransom de- 
mand of £200,000 or £400,000. 
They went twice to pay up, but 
the kidnappers never showed. 

Ms Pefiu, a fruity pretty 
woman, married with three 
children, was never allowed 
to see the captors who kept 
her in the dark. But she dis- 
tinguished eight of them by 
voice, and Invented nick- 
names that police sought . 
fruitlessly to match with peo- 
ple. This week, as detention 
followed detention, we put 
faces to some of the names. 

Ufiastre was Cartadedos, 
because he had threatened to 
“cutoff hwfir^ers”. Sebastian 
Comas, a part-time barman 
and defiveiyman recruited by 
Ullastre, was InaM, a Basque 
name because he had told her 
(falsely) that he was from the 
north. Therewas also QAbue- 
k), El Loco, El Quemao, El Ih- 
fehzote (Grandad, Crazyman, 
Burned-out, Misesygnts). 

Inaki brought ho* food and 
other necessities, treated her 



Maria Angels Fetiu: Held 
in a pit for 492 days 


inMsFWhi’s 
Among them 
.awood- 
debt col- 

B to the 

Sant Fere de 


was Roman 
cutter, some 
lector and 
mayor of 
Torello. 

Ufiastre ha led an 11 , 000- 
strong demoretration in De- 
cember 19ffipalling for Bis 
I. But his wife, 
ier at the 


Fhliu’s rel 
Montserrat, 
Ftac Trok 
week 
ctf herb 
nials-they 
little cell 


otheque, this 
i - in the face 
i’s public de- 
l indeed duga 
ath their gar- 


den, near hi collection of 

snakes.ABlqwcanIabmu> 

er&is week mailed digging 


kmdty and talked about Pink 
Floyd and Mike Oldfield. Per- 
haps smitten by remorse or 
fed up with a situation that 
appeared to be leading 
nowhere, he eventually freed 
hen He took her to a desert- 
ed petrol station, pushed 
some banknotes into her 
hand and warned her not to 
remove her hood until she 
had counted 2,000. Ms FfeKn 
reckoned he was the “least 
bad”, prompting speculation 
that a “Stockholm syndrome” 
of sympathy had developed 
between them. 

The big questions remain 
unanswered. Who orches- 
trated this bizarre conspira- 
cy? Of the six suspects taken 
in this week, none admits to 
being the ringleader Was the 
ransom paid, despite the fam- 
ily’s insikence it wasn’t? Did 

the gang leader use it to buy 

the silence of the others? 
What kind of communit y sop- 
presses such a collective 
dime for soling? 

Ms FBliu lias so far said 
nothing- Folic .* ere reported 
to be prepare^ her to issue 
a statement, to rejwe 1 her 
torment A ifa 

breath for tte i ext twist m the 


Eleabeth Nash 
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The Best Ever 


Camer 


Family 


Deal! 


Discover the magic of digital. - 
photography with this complete 
package that includes top 
spec FamilyPC, digital 
camera, printer, scanner 
and much more for just 
£739+VAToronly 
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Buy the EXEC 
model now & pay 
nothing until 
March 2000 with 
our No Deposit, 
Interest Free 
Option! 



It’s Time 


for salespeople who take the 
time to understand your 
needs 


for clear explanations in plain 
. English -not jargon 


739 


to cut out the middleman and 
rat the cost of computers 

to visit us - we probably have 
a Time store with easy 
parking, within 15 minutes 
. drive of your home 


897 


Inc. VAT 


Printer 


Stylus 300, 720 dpi colour inkjet printer 
allows you to print out your pictures (RFtP 
£119). Choice of printer cables at extra cost. 




f-y 'fsy 


• IBM PFt-333 processor • 64Mb SDRAM 

• 4.3Gb Hard disk • 8Mb ATI 3D AGPx2 Graphics 

• 32x CD-ROM Drive • 3D PCI Wavetabie sound 

• 14" cBgtel colour screen • 512K cache 
■ 56K PCI voice/fax/data modem 

• AO standard fe^res including 1.44Mb floppy cfcfve, 
Windows 98, Keyboard, Mouse, Video trainer, Recovery 
disk, AntMrus & Ail software backup CDs 

368 3D 10Gb Model: Includes AMD KB-2 3D 366MHz 
processor 3D NOW technology and taper 10.1Gb hard 
disk £50 Hus VAT = £58.75 extra. 

EXEC Models: Include 5 lop games, joystick, 
gamepad, microphone, and 13 extra CO tfites for just 
299 plus VAT=£11tL33 Extra. 

fttxiuct rate 333ttfl 338, 3331H EXEC 3K3fiBa 30 2WD &SC 341 


Camera 



Superb digital 
-i camera that uses 
no fflm and 
comes complete 
with a/c adapter 
£239. Simply 
take snaps and load 
them in to your PC. 



Advanced A4 colour scanner also 
works as a 
photocopier v 
and fax 

jru mUl— 

maentne 
(RRP 
£119) 


V 


M 

1 

BMk~' fgiisramTT - 1 ~ ' 1 

; L . : 



|uo^^^^Fack 

• Lotus SmartSuite 
Millennium 
fufl office siita 

• The GSP desktop 
publishing suite and 
a further 3 titles. 

• ®yl ViaVbice 
Executive speech 
racotyiffionsdtwafe. 

• E-meul/IntBrrret trial 
and Supervoice 
answermachine. 


i* 
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iTimE 


120 stores nationwide 

Open late everyday 


LONDON 

PBSMREA 

BaaHon 

BRMtRQQd 


uaUsHtn 

UBonKeyms 


OhMmtaKl BcMcn 
Ctasfer 
Lhnpeel 


Canary Wharf 

CoMria 

Charton 

CHngkKd 

Dmanhani 


lta|H 

am Kart m. 

RBAFfeqol 

Pktacay 


Nartuy 

Ortani 

PBtertJorough 

Pooia 

PorbnouOt 

finding 

stou^yi 

SoBrt 

Scu ma mp f i 

Stevenage 


Khoalynn QUham 
ftnston 


SBdqnR 


Bonbury 
Bawai g l MU 
Camwci 
Cmentry 

Dertiy 

Dwlar Hid 

HMngdoa M 


Bnadtanf 


Uncoh 


Mr 

WORTH 


S. WEST 

Watford rw»j 

Chetantsan o^. 

SOUTH* Exetar Swor* 

S. EAST Gkajeasar T&rf 

Ba*npk*M «iw 

Rim fcnwd SWlUJDfl 

Ttaton CardB aw 

ChtoS*Mn WbMatar ftaaprat USi&Aiiffi i 

Gidtind EAST WRW Oapjcm 

Hays AHQLU 

Haotan Bedtanf 

KMto&iQ Carabrtlge Badkpool Dublin 



Cafl into your local Tana store, 
speak to old 1 advisors and pick 
up your fhbe help and 
advice video pack. 



rlVpictf&arice Example; ■'■y 
^IxksElaxi'Mb'depeaff 
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For details of your nearest store 

Freephone 

0800 316 2 317 

Information lines open Sam-7pm everyday 




!t. 


we re on your side 


Direct order fine Freephone 

0800 771107 


Sand no raaaynaMtlbalprfW8>ie te to wf«r WgUBdtii8ta4W=gajM.Wta^ f" 

BusawlancasHiB, B8i27SCAxMBCer D12827707(n.Uc»BedcrK»bo*aaftanca 

hMAjrafcCBiutWteiaattiawwquBa60Dd>i MuM ^ <W ii Bad w ^Wda y&AlDria m fa *OT WM> aaa^ut teaahaaMawcgBd.ltttahyiMega>i»farMMrtBii^ w—hginanbaaedtoii S 

1* lab Sobsw ptoJosdad aid snpptod on CO aiti onJno ha^L PbotogHidi^oftjanipKss snwn nr usnflon only. Tbna anf Aa Hni^aia m ngfriarad iwftmads, Una *b'ib on yar sida and Famijr PC tas 


Open: Hon-fri 8J0aro-7pm, Sat9aow5pin 
SmKtarMpm 


Offers end 24th 8ardi 
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1.75. 
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Deutsche ups cash call to DM6bn 

Deutsche bane said yesterday that it was increasing the 
size of the rights issue to hind its $lObn (£625bn) purchase 
of Bankers Trust by 50 per cent to DM6bn (£2.07bn). The 
German giant said the extra cash would help equip it for 
“continuing consolidation” in Europe’s hanKng industry. 

C h ai rm a n Rolf Breuer dampened speculation that the 
bigger call meant Deutsche would step into the bank bid 
war in France. There has been talk thk Deutsche could 
partially underwrite BNP’s bid for SodCte Generate. The 
bank's shares fen 1.23 euros to 50.65 on the cash call news. 
Net income, including the DM3.2bn windfall dividend from 
the banks Daimler-Benz shareholding, tripled to DM3.4bn. 

Pilkington restructuring on target 

HRinnnnM paolo scaroni, chief 

1C0 said yesterday the benefits 

. were coming through from 

1A0 the restructuring of the 

120 J’ Vj glass maker’s European 

v operations, with margins 

100 V almost double last year’s 

ao . k and prices firm. Demand 

vAlJ^Z for float glass in Europe, 

60 Pflkjngttm’s largest single 

40 =— business area, is running at 

AWj.J ASONDJ FM_J similar levels to last yean 

while plant disposals and 
closures in Britain and Germany are mostly completed. 
Mr Scaroni confirmed the group would take a £30m 
charge in the fall year for exchange rate related losses 
in Poland, Mexico and Brazil. 

Goldsmiths bids £44m to go private 

GOLDSMITHS, the jewellery chain, yesterday became the 
latest company to give up on the stock market when its 
management bundled a £44m bid to take the group 
private. The management team, led by chief executive 
Jurek Piasedn and backed by the Alchemy venture capital 
group, is offering i83p per share. Ibis is a 9 per cent 
premium over the previous day's dosing price but a 63 per 
cent premium over the price just before Christmas when 
the management made its first approach. 
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MONEY MARKET RATES 


BOND YIELDS 


5.39 -2.17 


5.00 ■0.69 


Germany 5.03 -0.48 
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BICC rebuffs £379m 
Wassail takeover bid 




BICC HAS turned down a 
takeover approach from Was- 
sail, the aggressive venture 
czqpitzQ vebide, which valued toe 
beleaguered construction-to- 
cables group at £379m. 

Wassail last night revealed 
that it had made the tentative 
offei; which was pitched at 90p 
cash for each BICC ordinary 
share, to BICCs board last Fri- 
day. Howevet; BICC rebuffed tire 
approach earlier this week, 
prompting Wassail to make its 
tentative approach public. 

Chris MiDer; Wassail’s chief 
executive, said: “We believe 
that this proposal should be 
brought to the attention of BICC 
shareholders and continue to 
seek a constructive dialogue 
with the board of BICC ” 


National 
Express 
takes on 
US school 
buses 


BY PHILIP THORNTON 
Transport Correspondent 


NATIONAL EXPRESS, the pub- 
lic transport group, is plan- 
ning an attack on the £8bn 
American school bus market as 
part of a strategy to create an 
international business. 

The group said it was in a 
strong position and could spend 
up to £250m “tomorrow" be- 
cause of Its low gearing. It said 
up to 40 per cent of sales could 
come from overseas within two 
years. 

Colin Child, the National Ex- 
press deputy chief executive, 
said the US school bus network 
- the country’s largest trans- 
port system -was ripe for con- 
solidation and privatisation. He 
said two-thirds of the system 
was still run by public sector 
school boards. 

“The other third in the pri- 
vate sector is fragmented and 
run by 5,000 “mom and pop' or- 
ganisations,” he said. 

Last September National 
Express bought two operators 


By Peter Thallabsen 

Mr Miller said he wanted 
BICCs shareholders to be 
aware oHfassalPs interest so 
they could make a decision 
about whether the price wasfeit 

However BICC said the offer 
was inadequate and did not re- 
flect the work that had been 
done in turning the company 
around. 

Alan Jones, the chiefexecu- 
tive, called for TfessaU to make 
a formal offer: “They ought to 
put their cards on the table and 
say whm they precisely want to 
do,” he said. "I'm sure the 
shareholders would expect 
them to do it properly.” 

BICC is this morning ex- 
pected to release an official 


statement to the Stock Ex- 
change exp laining why it re- 
jected the offer: 

The stock market will this 
morning have its first opportu- 
nity to respond the news, whidi 
was announced after the close 
.-of tr ading yesterday. BICC 
shares dosed down l.5p at 82p 
yesterday, while Wassail shares 
were up 25p at 5MHL5p. 

Apart from its cash offer for 
BICC ordinary shares, Was- 
sail is also proposing to offer 
CLIO worth of 10.75 per cent 
loan stock for each of BICCs 
2QQm convertible preference 
shares. 

Wassail’s move follows 
months of speculation that it 
was preparing a bid for BICC. 
The company, which turned it- 


self from a nrim-conglomerate 
mto a venture ve- 

hicle Last year, has been bufld- 
ing a shareholding in BICC 
since last autumn. Itcurrently 
owns more than 9 percent of 
BICC. 


months after Whssafl took con- 
trol of TLG, the fighting group, 


Cooper Industries, the US di- 
versified electricals group. 

Shares in BICC have more 
Hum halved in price in the past 
yeai; mainly due to sharp price 

fans and glidin g rtem and far it-g 

cables businesses as a result of 
the Asian crisis and worldwide 
economic slowdown. 

Last week, the group re- 
ported a pre-tax loss of £34m for 


the year to jDecember 1908, 
compared to a^loss of £30m in 
1997, Beforeexceptionals, prof- 
its fell from mam to £70m. 

BICC shareholders have fre- 
. quently pressured the compa- 
ny to separate its Balfour 
Beatty construction arm from 
its cables operations. Howev- 
er Alan Jones, the chief exec- 
utive, has constantly rejected 
this. 

Whssall last night insisted 
that it intended-loo had for the 
whole of BICC. It also stressed 
it wanted to bid on its own. 

Howeves; analysts said that 
if it succeeded Wfessafl would be 
likely to find another buyer for 
Balfour Beatty allowing it to 
concentrate on improving the 
cables business. 



PhiJ White, National Express chief executive, and Colin Child (behind), deputy chief executive MogaiiDetporte 


with 1,750 buses, making it the 
US’s fifth largest operator. Mr 
Child said National Express 
had been attracted to the US, 
and to Australia where it is bid- 
ding for rail franchises, be- 
cause of the common language 
and similar legal and accoun- 
tancy standards. 

Within two years, up to 40 per 
cent of turnover would come 
from overseas, including 30 per 


cent from the US from the cur- 
rent zero position. 

The expansion plans were 
revealed as the group, with 
interests in trains, airports, 
buses and coaches, announced 
a 77 per cent surge in annual 
profits for 1098 to £97ra from 
£54 An. 

Operating profits before ex- 
ceptional costs rose 14.4 per 
cent to £95.6m (£8S.6m). The 


total dividend was l6p per 
share, up from l3-5p. 

Much of the progress was at- 
tributed to the inclusion ofafull 
year performance for three 
tram operating companies ac- 
quired in 1997 - Central Tfcaics, 
ScotRail and Sflverfink. 

Together with the Gatwick 
Express and Midland Main 
line, the division saw turnover 
steam ahead to £918m and prof- 


its rise 315 per cent to £255m. 

Passenger growth ranged 
from 5 to 15 per cent on differ- 
ent routes, with passenger 
numbers up 7.5 percent to 137 
million. 

Mr White said National Ex- 
press planned to ask the Gov- 
ernment to extend its franchise 
terms far Central, ScotRail and 
Sflveriink beyond their current 
seven years. 


■t 5pm. German mon e y market rates equal eeni ret* 


Rover crashes GKN links with Agusta 
£650m into red to form helicopter giant 


rate cut 
pressure 


by Diane Coyle 
E conomics Editor 


BETAILER5 had aghim Feb- 
ruary according to official fig- 
ures yesterday. Alan; with weak 
i uniting figures, the news con- 
vinced many analyte that an- 
other interest rate ut is likely. 

The volume of ales on the 
high street dipped bg&3 per cent 
last month. There wis a L3 per 
cent rise m the year offebmary, 
-but the Office for Nitional Sta- 
tistics said the undriying rate 
of sales growth had slowed. 

“There is enough here to 
convince the Bank tf England 
the economy needs 3 bit more 
of a lift,*’ said Ciarfo Ban; an 
economist at Deutsthe Bank. 

Willem Buitei; throne mem- 
ber of the Monet^Wky Com- 
mittee to vote for an Merest rate 
cut earlier this monh, said yes- 
terday he fiavourd moving 
quickly to a level at vhich rates 
would not have to btcut again. 
However he added hat confi- 
dence indicators bai improved 
since January. “Thee has been 
a quick turnaround, he said. 

Most analysts seehe level of 
borrowing costs faDqgfrom the 
current 5.5 per cent a a trough 
of 5per cent or even 45 per cent 
- T&sterday’s statists showed 
declines in all categoaes of sales 
volumes in Ifebruary n year- on- 
year terms, sales of leasehold 
goods remain the stongest, up 


THE US trade deft it soared 
to a record $1659b» in Janu- 
ary as exports ofTJSgoods fefl 
and imports of stee and man- 
ufactured goods scared. 

The bilateral deficit with 
China showed a particularly 
big rise, up from i3.98bn in 
December to $4.8$m in Feb- 
ruary Steel impute from 
China jumped by 6 per cent 
The deficit with ipan nar- 
rowed from $L l 88bn to 
$4.66bn. but the owrall trade 
gap was about $bn wider 
than analysts hadexpected. 

The yawning ga> between 
imports and expots is likely 
to slow US econonic growth 
significantly during the year. 
Figures (m consuner prices 
showed them risinj by just QJ 
per cent in Ftebmry taking 
the annual inflatiui rate to L6 
per cent. The becrijn inflation 
outlook means tie Federal 
Reserve is expected to leave 
US interest rates mchanged. 
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HUGE RESTRUCTURING costs 
sent the Rover car company 
deep into the red last year; ac- 
cording to figures yesterday. 

Rover made a loss of around 
DML87bn (£650m) compared 
with a loss of £9lm in 1997. Its 
German owner BMW disap- 
pointed analysts with a 27 per 
cent fall in net profits to 
DM903m. 

BMW said the sharp rise in 
losses at Rover was a result of 
“model changes, market and 
currency factors and the re- 
structuring measures'’. 

The figures came as BMW ex- 
ecutives examined details of the 
Government’s offer of grants 
aimed at securing the future of 
Rover’s Longbridge plant, which 
employs 12,000 people. 

BMW is debating where to 
build the production site for the 
successor to the Rover 200 and 
400 series mid-range car It has 
submitte d grant applications to 


By Philip Thornton 

both the UK and Hungarian 
governments. 

Stephen Byers, Trade and 
Industry Secretary; confirmed 
that he had finalised a “complex’" 
package in time for BMW's 
board meeting yesterday. The 
subsidy package is believed to 
amount to £l80m. He expects 
further talks with BMW in the 
next few weeks. 

Tony Woodley chief car in- 
dustry negotiator for the Trans- 
port and General Wbrters trade 
union, said be was confident that 
BMW would choose Britain. 

Tifty fa sixty thousand jobs 
depend on this decision, and of 
course the company under- 
stands that and the British gov- 
ernment understands that,” he 
said. 


not expect an announcement 
until the middle of next week. 


GKN, the industrial group, yes- 
terday announced details of a 
deal to combine its Westland di- 
vision with Agusta of Ita^yto cro 
ate a new European helicopters 
group. 

Westland is to fink up with 
Agusta, a division of the Italian 

industrial gmnp ~F famtvyf>nip^ 

in a 50-50 joint venture. David 
; an execute director c£ 

GKN, will become the chairman. 

The deal is likely to delight 
Michael Heseltine, who first 
tried to combine Vfestland with 
a European group when lie was 
defence secretary in the mid- 
1980s. Mr Heseltine resigned 
after the plan was blocked by the 
then prime minister; Margaret 
Thatches; who favoured a US 
rescue. 

GKN yesterday stressed that 
far from being a rescue, Wfest- 
land and Agusta would form 
the second largest helicopter 
manufacturer in the world. 


By Andrew verity 

“Together they will form me 
of the world's premier helicopter 
companies with a broad range 
of civil and defence products, a 
strong order book and an exrit- 
ingprogramme of new products 
and technologies,” it said in a 
statement with Finmeecamca. 

The deal marks another step 
forward in the consolidation of 
the defence and aerospace in- 
dustries, leaving Europe with 
just two helicopter manufacture 
ers-Wfestiand/AgustaandEu- 
rocoptei; a consortium led by the 
French group Aerospatiale. 

Mr Wright said farther Eu- 
ropean deals could be in the off- 
ing. He declined to. rule, out a 
tie-up with Euroc^ter- a move 
that would put Boeing, the 
world’s biggest helicopter 
maker; on the back foot 

Executives have taken near- 
ly a year to thrash out details of 


the deal after announcing the 
plan in April last year ^sterday 
they named Amedeo Capo- 
raletti, president of Agusta, as 
chief executive. Richard Case, 
the chief executive of Westland, 
will be managing director 
More than -LSOQ staff will be 
transferred to the new compa- 
ny which already has an order 
book of £6.3bn. A surge in new 
orders led the group to recruit 
500 staff in the last year 
The companies have already 
worked together to develop the 
EHiOL a three-engined, 15- 
tonne helicopter used by the 
Royal Navy A total of 98 EHlOls 
have been ordered by the Royal 
Air Ebrce, the Italian Navy the 
Canadian Armed Forces and a 
customer in Japan. 

Analysts welcomed the deal 
but said more consolidation was 
needed. “There are still too 
many [helicopter groups] across 
the world,” said one. 


7 per cent Blanks t> the steady 
housing market lepartment 
stores are faring worly with 
sales down 22 percent in the 
year to February, fowevec the 
retell sales figures bve been er- 
ratic. The thniagrf ales around 
Christinas and Nerifear makes 
them difficult to interpret. 

Separately the lank of Eng- 
land repeated a slowdown in the 
growth of broad meey M4. Its 
growth rate dediod to 75 per 
cent last month. 

Both the Britisi Bankers’ 
Association and Bolding Soci- 
eties Association roorted weak 
lending in PbhruaoUnderiying 
growth in home loais remained 
buoyant, but Abbe; National's 
securitisation of Etta of raort- 


Adrian Coles, ESA director 




number of loans approved sig- 
nalled the possfoifilr of a spring 
pick-up in the houang market 
Approvals dimbec to 1,950 in 
February the hi^ied: level since 
September. Other iiiw lending to 
individuals slowedto £4 78m in 
February well bekw the recent 
monthly average. 


mww.bloomberg.com/uk 
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TOURIST RATES 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


Australia (S 


Austria (schillings 


Mexican (nuevo 


Netherlands | iidersi 



Denmark 


Finland (markka 


France (francs! 


Gemunv (marks) 


Greece (drachma 




Ireland 


Indian (ru 


Israel (shekels 


Italy (lira! 
Lipan lyeny 
Malaysia frirtn 
Malta (lira) 





5vw?den (kronor 


Switzerland (francs) 


Thailand (bahts] 
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9.6978 


237.72 


12.96 


2.2988 


55.04 


570271 


1.5920 
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LONDON 

LONDON BLUE-CHIP shares yes- 
terday closed lower for the fifth 
consecutive session, hit by profit- 
taking and worries over the expiry 
of opti on c o nt ra cts. 

The FTSE 100 index fell 26.3 to 
6,114.3, with many buyers remain- 
ing on the sidelines ahead of 
today's expiry of the March options 
series, one of the stock market’s 
traditional bugbears. The smaller 
indices also came under selling 
pressure, with the FTSE 250 felling 
22 to 5,463.3 and the Small Cap end- 
ing i.l lower at &3T3.8. 

Market Report, page 21 


^^NEW YORK 

STOCKS CLUNG to thin gains in 
late morning trading, with 
transport and banks hi g hl ighting 
otherwise lacklustre trade. 
Analysts kept the 10,000 Dow 
threshold in mind, even though 
the market held below 9,900 for 
most of the morning. Any signs of 
a rally were stifled by bouts of 
profit taking ahead of today’s 
derivative expiries. 

As European bourses closed, 
the Dow average was up 17.5 
points at 9,896.9. The Nasdaq was 
op 7J$ at 2,446, and the S&P500 
was op 5.6 points at 1,303. 




TOKYO 




PARIS 


THE NIKKEI 225 index dosed more 
than 3 per cent down at 15,717.0 amid 
concern that the benchmark index’s 
recent rise had been excessive. 

Traders said Sony and the Bank of 
Tbkyo-Mitsubishi bore the brunt of 
the profit taking, which intensified 
towards the dose. Theheayywdghts 
both Mover 4 per cent 

Buying by foreign investors was 
the driving farce behind the recent 
rally in the Nikkei average, spurred 


taking long-awaited restructuring 
steps to steer themselves and the 
economy bade to recoveiy 


THE CAC 40 dosed down 0.42 per 
cent at 4,152, after earlier foiling 
as low as 4,093. France Telecom 
weighed on the blue diip index; 
foiling sharply after announcing 
flat profits for 1998, despite 
predictions that deregnlarisation 
across Europe's telecom markets 
would boost profits this yean 
LVMH rose 4^5 per cent after 
the luxury brands group said' with 
its 1998 results that the worst of 
the Asian crisis was behind it, 
while Renault climbed 1.9 per 
cent as worries over its planned 
tie-op with Nissan receded. 


FRANKFUItr 


THE BLUE-CHIP Xetra lax dosed 
down 0.73 per cent at 5,05.8, just 
above the psychological? 
important 5,000 point l&el amid 
light trade and uncertainly ahead 
of option expires today. 

Deutsche Bank led tie 
dediners, falling over 3 }er cent 
after it announced a larger than 
expected capital increas*, to fund 
its Banker's lirust acquistion, 
while Dresdher Bank fen 1.8 per 
cent on profit taking afte its 
recent rise on the back o' its 
French partner BNP’s bd for 
SocGen and Paribas. 
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pass to OFT is Sky’s best chance 


THEY THINK its aS over Not at 



Blaii; but quite possibfy to Mr Mur- 
doch too. 


— — - — -wi'.iticu sjjecuiaapa 
mt what's going to hasten to Sky’s 

dm for Manchester United. On 
wanes*® The Daily -telegraph 
r^ort^ that the Monopolies and 
Magas GHnansskm in an asya;ua- 

puhfishedreporthadglventiieTiade 

and Indnshy Secretary Ettle option 
but to Mock the bid by finding it to 
be agains t the public interest, and 

OUTLOOK 

conditions that might address those 

dear the deal whatever the MM(7s 
Nonsense, said the Daify Mafl exclusions. 

^ be IbrHupertlfarfDcfa atBSkyB.it 
» P^y bo* time. Having lent the 
^K^ixmnrate".^joat seeing Ihe Blsdr Government so modi support 
rqwrt, there is little point in at- ' ' 
tempting to predict which of these 
opposing versions is the correct 
one. Both of than seem to be guess 
work, at least in part Strangely 
however; they could both be true 
Fbr reasons that now Be buried in 
the mists of time, the lagfafatirm 
forces the Secretary of State to si 
al ong wi th the MMCTs findings if it 
recommends ctearena^ frpt also nT- 
lflws him to go against the MMCs 
findings if it recommends the bid be 
blocked. In other words, he could 


fmtright nfpMT iPinre has notheen rec- 

ommended, is a conditional report. 
That would allow Mr Byers to kick 
the whole thing back to the Office of 
Earr Hading, which wooM be in- 
structed to negotatiate suitable un- 
dertaking. CertaMR if there is any 
way in which the Government can 
reasonably allow the deal to proceed, 
thx Mr Murdoch would eqiect it to 
be taken. If Mr Byers and his mas- 
ter; TtayBlaisre&^foenl^^ 
be punished through the Murdoch 
press and through his TV channels. 


damped ff he does, aod damned ifhe 


doch wants his po und nf flesh. 

However even be would probably 
p«nr«wl«i that if the MMC ha« rec- 
(Bmnended an outright Mock, with do 
possihifify of conditional clearance, 
then it would be political extremely 
dHBoritfo: Step&nl^yers, the Hade 
Secretary, to go against those find- 
ings. Mr Blair may indeed be be- 
holden to Mr Mmxtodb, but to be 
exposed as such - as any such deci- 
sion would imply - would be pro- 
foundly fiamagfnjy not JUSt tO Mr 


this is that if highligh ts Hu* danger s 
of allowing undue concentration of 
me^a ownership. That coocentra- 
tion farces pofitical parties to curry 
fevourwith thefikes oflfr Murdoch, 
wbdeh in turn canteiogabouta semi 
comipt (fistortion in public policy at 

a later date. 

As it hqopens, however (here 
are rnidgrtalringiB that Sky could 
«^erwhichwouWiKt)baWy address 
the most obvious conoenis. If Man- 
chester United were to stand aside 


not only from ah dis c u s sions on the 
saleofFremiershqp broadcast ngjhts, 
but also the vote on such sales, then 
it is hard to see how Sky could io- 
fluencethe outcome of these matters 
any more than it does already 
It would be no surprise to discover 
that this is indeed what Sky has of- 
fered, and that the MMC has ac- 
cepted that this icoght provide a route 
todearence. 

Avandia ahead 

SMITHKUNE BBBCHAM is this 

summer expected to g& clearance 
for toe launch of its new diabetes 
drug, Avandia- FDA approval is ex- 
pected in June and the rollout in Eu- 
rope will begin foam toe Autumn 
onwards. This is a big thing for 
StaitoKline; Avandia is widely seen 
as a potential block bustei; with 
huge potential 

In erder falty to realise that po- 
tential, SmtthHine wants the right 
toadvertiseitsnewproductinEii- 
rope. Hris is already posable in the 
US, where prescription drugs are 
widely promoted to the public at 
large. The result is that doctors and 
health care plans come under in- 
tense puhbc pressure to prescribe 


thoseproducts. In Europe tins is not 
allowed. The only way a pharma- 
ceuticals company can market its 
products is through doctors and 
hospitals. Word of mouth and the 
press can help a lot, but there is no 
(Erect route to toe consumer And 
quite ri^ht too, many will say 
However; governments may not 
be able to resist the tide for much 
longec The internet is changing the 
world before their ey^L Extensive for 
formation is available on A vandia 
through the net, where it is widely 
listed as a revolutionary new treat- 
ment for type two diabetes even 


in this way over the net, sn over time 


sive brand awareness has already 
been established. 


way pharmaceutical products are 
sold in otoerwgys too. At the moment 
this is a highly regulated industry in 
which it is often a criminal offence 
to sefl a product cross border 
Fbr instance, wholesalers are not 
allowed to impost pharmaceutical 
products into the US from Europe, 
so if the price is cheaper in Europe, 
they cannot fake advantage of it On 
the other band, there seems little the 
authorities can do to stop individu- 
als buying their prescription drugs 


can be expected to foil to the lowest 
common deno minato r 

All industries are going to be af- 
fected by this deflationary effect on 
prices to some degree, but for phar- 
maceuticals, it is plainly going to be 
more dramatic, if only because the 
present high degree of regulation 
causes lag price differentials be- 
tween countries. 

It would none the less be wrong 
to assume the industry will lose out 
as a result of these influences. % 
promoting consumer awareness ra 
the one hand, and price t ransparan- 
cy on the other; the net might even- 
tually allow drug companies to 
charge^ what they Gbe for their prod- 
ucts globally, or put another way 
what the market will r ather 
than having their prices set by gov- 
ernments. 

Wassall/BICC 

IT USED to be the case that if one 
company wanted to bi^y another; it 
would approach its target and sug- 
gest a price. If the recipient said no, 
the predator would either mount a 
hostile Kd or give up. Etiherway the 


only bids that made tbeir w2Q.*x to 
the Stock Exchange screens were 
real ones. 

Not any more. The latest tad for 
buyers who have been rebuffed is to 
tell the whole world about it Wassail, 
the wannabe venture capitalist. Last 
night revealed it had made a 90p a 
share offer to the board ofBICC, the 
cables and construction company 
but had been rejected. Tbe object of 
the exercise, which does not commit 
Wassail to doing aziytiung at afl, is to 
embarrass the BICC board before its 
shareholders and torment some ac- 
tion. Actually these shareholders 
would have preferred areal lad to a 
virtual me. 

This does not mean, however that 
BICC deserves to escape. Despite 
years of restructuring Alan Jones, 
the chief executive, has tailed lo re- 
vive the company's piospects. De- 
spite this, the company still runs a 
London headquarters in Mayfair 
more suggestive of the FTSE 100 
stock it once was than the small cap 
enterprise it now is. 

BICC must, as Wassail has sur- 
mised, be worth more than 90p a 
share, which is little more than half 

toe level of a year ago. But the pre- 
sent management has been unable 
to realise it 


News Analysis: It’s not just badly-paid, low status jobs that are being created but highly-skilled, managerial jobs too 

Jobs rise is leading us 
to economic nirvana 


By Diane coyle 
Economics Editor 


THE NUMBER of Britons in 
work has never been higher 
Official figures released eaz&r 
this week showed employment 
had readied a record level of 
27^19,000 or TSSper ext of the 
working-age population. Al- 
though unemployment has 
started to edge up as the econ- 
omy slows, Britain is working. 

Ttoo reports out today raise 
the hope that toe pamfiilly-won 
improvement in toe perfor- 
mance of the jobs market can 
continue. One; finom the Institute 
for Employment Research at 
Warwick University, predicts 
that between 1997 and 2006 1.4 
rmffionnewjotewffi be created. 

More than the expected in- 
creasem the population of work- 
ing age, this will allow 
imemplqyment to stqykmt^ While 
mapy of the new jobs will be part- 
time and wifi employ women, 
some of the biggest increases in 
demand will be for professional 
and technical staff 

A second report by the Insti- 
tute for Fiscal Studies assesses 
the Labour Government’s 
changes to the tax and benefit 
system and the introduction of 
a national minimum wage. It 
concludes that the package of 

measures will make work pay by 

between £7 and £13 a week 
e xtra , dep ending on individual 
circumstances. This will in- 
crease the probability of people 
taking a job by around 1 per- 
centage point in most cases. 

The two reports arid up to a 
portrait of a labour market 
where employers are cre at i n g 
jobs and people are more wiffing 
to take them. The pessimistic 
view is that most new jobs are 
“McJobs” -badly-paid, low sta- 
tus service industry posts. But 
the reality is considerably more 
enco ur aging. 

It is true, according to the 1ER 
report, that part-time jobs wiD ac- 
count fiw most of tire net jobae- 

ation during the decade from 

1997. And it is also true that the 

propor tion of the workforce that 

is female will have dimbed from 

43 per cent to 45 per cent by 2006. 

But to interpret this as the 


n... 


Chan y In ocrupaH onal — nplopaenV 1197-3000, OQO’g 

Managers and administrators 
Professional occupants 
Associates professional and technical 
Clerical and secretarial a. 

Craft and related 


Personal and protective service 
Sales occupants 
Plant and machine opera dyes 
Other occupants J 


■j — 

-500 


-250 


2 


JJ 


.pit 


0.0: '250 

r 


.500 750 


,M«n. overall 

Women, overall . 

Men: 

- Single, not Ihrfng with parents. 
Single, IMpg with parents 
Mamed, partner working . 

Married, partner nor working 
Hfomen; 

Single, no children 
lone mother “• . 

single. Hying with parents 
Married, partner working 
Married, partner not working 


Income 
out of 
work.£ 

. 1.66 
• 4.49 

" 028 . 
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creation of second-class jobs is 
to M for the myth that toe anfy 
real jobs are those done by mao, 
preferably in dirty and danger- 
ous comfitions. A doserlook at 
the forecasts shows that job 
creation is faking pfarv* in two 
broad categories. 

One is the^ ^personal and pro- 
tective services”, winch includes 


could be made to fit the pes- 
simistic mould. But toe otheq 
and by for the tagger category, 
is in managerial, professional 
and technical jobs, demanding 
hig h levels of education and 
skiff On average there will be 
171,000 a year more jobs in these 


areas between 1997 and 2006, 
compared to 77,000 ayearin the 
personal and protective ser- 
vices categoi y 

The EER forecasts big in- 

r roaftfr cin r rfflilingMir| tMy fcm 

While both will need plenty 

part- time female employees, 

they are also in fire process of i?»- 
gfciTKng thea wailahle jnha Fhreg- 

ampie, hotels restaurants 
are having to train staff to meet 
higher standards of food hy- 
giene, make mare use of infor- 
mation technology and SI more 
demanding managerial roles. 
Gbefo have tobe involved in bud- 
geting; reception staff need to 
makthe amqmter bookingsys- 


tem andrespond to customer de- 
mands. Basal BbwHy would not 
keep a job in a modem hotel 

At toe same time th«t de- 
mand for labour is increasing, 
sucking more “ecraomicallyir^ 
active” people into the jobs mar- 
ket, government policies are 
helping to boost the supply of 
labran; according to the Institute 
for Fiscal Studies. 

In a report published yester- 
day its r esearchers found that 
the average enhy-Ievel wage for 
someone who has been unem- 
ployed is only two-thirds the 
levei trfthose In work. This is be- 
cause oi^doyers are less wiffing 
to hfre someone who has, per- 
haps, lost the hahits and skills 
needed in the workplace. 

Howerc^ a number of policies 
should help to get the unem- 
ployed over the initial bunfle. 
The Govenunent is introducing 
the Wraidog Families Thx Cred- 
it and childcare credit, national 
insurance reforms, a lOp start- 
ing far rate and a m i n i m u m 
wage. 

The authors, who indude 
Paul Gregg, a Heasuiy advisee 

find thaf trip natio nal moir -sTire 

reforms - abolition of the 2 per 
ceut^ “entry fee” and raising the 
lower earnings Hipjt — are the 
most effective at making work 
more w or thwhile. The lOp tax 
rate i s least effective, while the 
WFTC actually discourages 
some married people whose 
partners are already working. 

Tfcken together; though, the 
package of measures will im- 
prove the incentive for unem- 
pkyed people to take a job. The 
labour supply should increase. 

’Pafem alongskfe toft relativ e 
flexfoffilyofflreUKjohsmarkd, 

tMsmftflriH ’Britain idwnM h^wefl 

placed to emulate America’s 
combination of low unemploy- 
ment with subdued wage pres- 
sures. That in turn ought to 
aDowiofiatlon. to remain low; and 

interest rates too. Vfe certainly 
have not reached economic nir- 
vana, but it is a little dosec 
M Review ofthe Economy and 
Employment 1998/99, TER, £80. 
Contact 012CS52424L 
■ Entering Work and the 
British TtixandBenefttSystem, 
IFS, £20. Contact 0171 291 4800. 



Traditional jobs fin: women, such as tourism and retail, are being apskdODed 
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81.459 6* growth in just over 3 years from 
the All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
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Arts & Crafts 


CREATIVE BEADCRAFT LTD 


Also trading as 

ELLS & FARRIER 

Specialists in 

BEADS 
SEQUINS 
DIAMANTE AND 
LUREX BRAIDS 
IMITATION PEARLS 
JEWELLERY FINDINGS 
IMITATION STONES 
FEATHERS 



MAIL ORDER 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE £ 3.50 

MAIL ORDER & ENQUIRIES 

(WHOLESALE AND RETAILERS) 
Denmark Works, Beamond End, 

Araersham, Bucks HP7 ORX 
Tel: (01494) 715606 Fax: (01494) 718510 
Personal callers: 

20 Beak Street, London WlR 3 HA 


Public Notices 


THE CARNEGIE UNITED KINGDOM TRUST 


Roods 

Endowment fund 

Other foods 


■fool fends 

Incoming resources 
RraMsed and unrealised 
gains on tirrcstmena 
Resounn expended 

Net mowmem in foods 


1998 

W 

1997 

fO 

33,986,109 

L285^13 

3JJ90.028 

IJ20O3O 

35^7Z022 

3X810258 

L712,47d 

1.699.482 

2396,046 

(Lfid6,756; 

4,09X986 

(1,622.847) 

2.46L7M 

4.109.621 


C JOHN NAYLOR 
Secresmy and Tbeaswef 

^od^tekEtoise. Dtmfixmtlne, Hftr ETC! 70 


Unusual Gifts 


A HEW9ftU*KR lor (pnw 
dua.l(H2-lD0, mtHiildmmf. 

tar Whm. W: OW-ns doa. Or 
C4U.EBBEOS005a0000. 
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SAY NAnONAUMDUHOS con- 
1 an t a . o 8 ft 1 
4fiH^6844jSWMLBta42S. 
PG3SZBQ, 


Personal 



AB note to Aw BUM 

ThcMtpend^ansVk* 
I7ib Floor, 1 Qm&&i Squarr 
Camay Vborf. IxaJun Eli 1DL 


Chatlines 



0894^ 
88 6636 ^ 

nji v23*ptR mh 



L^al Notices 


DAVIES Alun William Davies late of Harrow. Middlesex, 
died iherc on the 3 November 1998 

(Estate about £65.000) 
DOYLE Edna Doris Doyle widow hie of Tooting, London 
SWI7 died there on IS November 1998 

(Estate about £15,000) 
GANE Frank Thomas Gone late of Han ham. South 
Gloucestershire died at Bristol on 2 November 1998 

(Estate about £45,000) 
FERGUSON Leslie Ferguson late of Sunderland. TVtk: and 
Wear died there on 25 October 1998 

(Estate about £7.000) 
HOOPER Dorothy Hooper widow bte of Bairn Green. 
Birmingham died there on 6 September 199S 

(Estate about £33,001) 
JOHNSON James Edward Johnson laic of Newcastle upon 
TJme died there on S December 1998 

(Estate about £73j000) 
JOYCE Amos Joyce otherwise Amos James Joyce laic of 
Halifax, West Yorkshire died there on 27 Decern ter 199t> 

(Estate about CO ,000) 
LANE formerly STEWART format? FARGEON aw KALAMEES 
Erica Lane formerly Stewart fonneriy Forgcoa nee Kakunees 
single woman late of Epsom. Surrey died Cob ham, Surrey on 
28 January 1998 

(Estate about £9.000} 
MANN, NEE BYERS Jane Mann otherwise Jennie Mann, nee 
Byers widow late of Scarborough. North Yorkshire died there 
on J3 November 1998 

(Estate about £12JX»| 
NAVRACSICS Antal Navnrcsks htc of Wimbledon. London 
SW19 died at Battersea, London SWll on 29 January 199S 

(Estate about £7,000) 
The ktn of Uk above named arc requested id apply to the Treasury 
Sofidlor (B.V.). Queen Anne's Chamber*. 28 Broadway, Luodrai SW IH 
WS, fading which Ihetleasury SotidJor may Dh: steps to admimsur the 
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NOTICE IS IffittBY OWN pursuant 

ta Seaton 98 at the htselvency Ad 

1966 dal a METING o( the CK£0I- 
TORS 0 ( dw abow named Cdnpaiiy 
will be hdd m 7lh Apnt 1 999 a Vc 

Old Balmy, Lower Gower Road. 

Rtvton, HeK. « IflJO *m for #e 

purposn merdoned m Seaton 99 « 
seqoTihenidAa. 

NOTICE E FURTHER OWN dm 
Maurice Raymond Etertnsoa Fit* 
of Poffiteson & AppWrc, 4 
Qianeihome Square, Iordan. KIM 
6EN Is aoprimed to act as die quit- 
fed Insolvency PracUtiooef pwiuara 
to Seaton 98QXa) id the said M 
who wdl bruh aetteoc. bee or 
duitt, wih sndi bdonnsioo con- 
cOTirq [he Company's aSa»s as thry 

may iBnoraUy tequie 

Dated dds 15th day d Much 1999 
By Order ddwtard 
Robed Hanijt Duet Br 


ALAN othtrwbe IWUnSZYN 
Victor Alan niheraa.- 
Wtodznmcrz twanisyn lab.- of 
PclcrtHvxiugh. Ctrinbndgnture 
died there no 27 Much IWS. 

(EfUtc about £l4.H0d) 
The widow and Ido id the above 
named ore ruptured to apply lo 
the Treasury Solkiiar (O.V.l 
Q ueen Anne's Chambers. 2X 
Broadway. London SWiH 9JS. 
failmg whach the Treasury 
SoUator may take steps in 

admtnnarr ifr tfljfe 
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CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make fife worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association 

Bordon, Hants. GU35 9JZ (|) 
Beg. Charity No. 270268 
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EUROLAND CONSUMER CONFIDENCE 
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IN BRIEF 

William Morrison launches price 
campaign as profits rise 15.5% 

WILLIAM MORRISON SUPERMARKETS, the Bradfordbased 
food retaflec yesterday launched a new price campaign as 
it reported a strong set of fall-year results. Morason has 
launched “Price Mission Plus - promising more than flOOm 
of cost savings through a range of ^jecial^rere. The 
group’s low price policy has paid off with profited by 15£ 
per cent to £174.ftm. Same store sales rose by 73 per cent 
on the previous year if pefrd sales are mch^^ Analysts 
were impressed and the shares rose i&5p to 2985p. 

Unigate renews Terranova attack 

UNIgSe. the food and daily grouptot at 

S22EJ5UI hostile bid for Terranova Foote, farther _at- 

tack on its target saying the company feces “ 
foture” as a small independent *%g^£*** 
in an independent Terranova could 
lation levels (75p). Terranova shares dosed unchangedat 
I37p against Ufagate's l25p pershare offi^Tterranova has 
reji^the bid as “opportunistic and inadequate . 
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shareholdings. Mr Bdbearadded tot 
that the Sun Life 

eventuallv be renamed Axa. Tb gro P p^mings- 

comeup27 per cent to L5Sbn euros BUM 
per share rose 21.5 per cent. 
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SAAB CONTRACT HIRE. 


Typical Example: Saab 9-3 2.01 5 door 
For VAT Registered Business Users only 


Period of hire 48 months 


- • - • • * «■*. ■* * 
-• - « - 1, 
;-v.-".v. -- 4 


Deposit £3,000 plus VAT 


Monthly payment 47 x £199 plus VAT 


On the road cash price £17,145 


Contract based on 48 months/60,000 miles without maintenance 
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nucu COUMCT AT PRESS DATE. EXCESS Ml LEASE CHARGE IS £.64 PENCE (PLUS VAT) PCX MILS. DEPOSIT INCLUDES ACCEPTANCE PEE OP £75 (plus vat). FULL WRITTEN QUOTATION AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

INDEMNITIES HAY BE REQUIRED IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. CAR SHOWN FITTED WITH OPTIONAL ALLOT WHEELS. 
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First Choice up 
on Airtours talk 


IS AIRTOURS planning to dis- 
rupt the marriage between 
First Choice and its Swiss 
partner Kuoni? The market 
was awash with nunours that 
the US’s second-largest tour 

operator was about to torn the 
noiHemiummergerbetween 
its two rivals into a three-way 
scramble for the best seats in 
ihe European holiday market 

The smart money was on a 
220p-a-share hostile bid for 
First Choice, owner of Unijet 

and Hays & Jarvis. The ofier 
would value the UK travel 
group at a sunny £742m, leav- 
ing Kuord, the posh hoEday 
medalist, out in the cold. 

Airtours offered the cus- 
tomary "no comment" but 
the prospect ctf a joicy premi- 
um prompted traders to 
check in with First Choice in 
the hope of boobing future 
gains. Some suggested that 
the battle of the tour operators 
could become even hotter; - 
with the German group 
Preussag also willing to put its 
towel on First Choice. 

First Choice stock trav- 
elled almost 11 per cent high- 
er to dose at 1785p, dose to 
its five-year peak Volume was 


SANDWICH BANK & Oust 
Company is on its way 
back to Ofiex after a six- 
month absence. Shares in 
the maker of own-brand 
sandwiches were 
suspended at lk5p in 
September to carryout a 
re fi nancing. Yesterday the 
company asked for one 
more month to put its 
house in order: It said it 
was dose to appointing a 
chief executive and that 
the refinancing was “well 
under way”. The stock 
should resume trading in 
mid-April 


also sky-high with over 3.6 mil- 
lion shares traded Airtours 
nosedived 6p to 490p as 
investors fretted at file costs 
of the bid 

An Airtours-flrst Choice 
link would.be a travel power- 
house, with a big presence in 
package holidays and a mar- 
ket value of £2.8bn. It would 
overtake Thomson, down 8p 
to 179p, as the largest seller 
of holidays to sun and snow- 
seeking Brits. 

However, it could ran into 
competition problems as it 
would control one in four hol- 
iday trips originating in the 
UK, even though a recent 
anti-trust inquiry deemed the 
industry fragmented and 
competitive enough. 

The rest of the index 
caught the-boEday bug, with 
several buyers taking time 
off in the run-up to today’s 
expiry of the March options, 
a periodic market worry. 

The buyers' strife a nd a b it 
of profit-taking left the FTSE 
100 down 26-3 points at 6,11*13, 
after an opening rally cm Wall 
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Street had helped to daw 
bade eurfier losses. The Junior 
indices also ended in file red 
the Twnkmp shed 22 to finish 
at 5,463^, while the small cap 
feD LI to 2^73.8. 

Diageo led the blue-chip 
retreat, Anting up 3-LSp to 
673 Jjp. The drinks group was 
spiked by a r emar k from the 
LVMH chairman RmwrH Ar- 
naulti the colourful Mr Arnault 
said his Ifench luxury goods 
group was planning to sell its 
11 per cent stake in Diageo 
within three years. 

Cadbury Schweppes 
showed its alcoholic rival a 
thing or two. The stock 


8 r^> • •! hTj »ttj 4 ; ;j > 


rumours that Merrill lynch 
had set a l,125p target price. 
The broker DKB also helped 
by repeating its “buy” advice. 

The aerospace brigade lost 
altitude amid bearish noises 



about a cyclical downturn. 
Rolls-Royce spun lll75p 
lowter'to 2S5p, Mowed bjy 
Smiths Industries, down 
3S5p to 919.5p. GKN M 2L5p 
to 966p after announcing its 
much-leafed helicopter deal 
with Agusta. 

The good news from the 
blue chips came from P&O 
and EML The ferry and 
cruise group sailed to the top 
of theFTSE 100 pile with a 4Qp 
increase to 790p. The music 
company was also cm song, 
rising 20-25p to 41&5p. Tbday 
is “Investor Day” at EMI and 
institutions wanted to stock up 
before meeting the new boss, 
EricNicoli 

Electricity groups were 
powering ahead Goldman 
Sachs- switched on Power- 
Gen, up 18 p to 692p, with an 
upgrade after some price 
weakness. The bank also 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Pre-tax (Q 

432m CJfenj 
D.44&0 (0.444m) 
1.46m (6.12m) 
63Aa (523m) 
536m (-20.43m) 
-07EDm (0 500m) 
4955m (15.02m) 
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pushed Scottish & South- 
ern Energy with a reminder 
of its 700p target price. The 
shares buzzed 25p higher to 
543p- 

National Grid, up I3p to 
43U25p, and Scottish Power, 
lOp higher at 539p, completed 
th ff ntnitifta * parly da y 

nile nrPrftin 

price ofBrent rose overnight 
after the Saudis agreed some 
supply cuts. Shell, still look- 
ing for a partner; jumped 15p 
to 412p, while BP Amoco 
strode a27p advance toiJXBp 
-a five-year peak 

Fbr once the minnows fid- 
lowed the giants. Enterprise 
firmed 27.25p to 340p, and its 
would-be merger companion 
Lasmo rose 3.75p to 13&25p. 
Gaefic Resources, the Irish 
exploration group, put on 
0.25pto lJ5p after it placed 44 
millio n shares with rival De- 
sire Petroleum at L25p, rais- 
ing £550,000. 

British Borneo missed out 
on the oil frenz® losing (L5p to' 
137p after poor results. 

rin fhmg rhamg were in 
spring sales mood despite re- 
cent sets of depressing official 
retail data. Marks & Spencer 


PROTEUS, the 
biotechnology company, is 
attracting institutional 
Interest amid talk that 
positive news about its 
drugs is wwminpiit The 
shares rose by &5p to 
42L5p yesterday after well- 
received presentations to 
investors. 

Nomura Has take n a 
shine to the company and 
now holds a stake of about 
9 per cent. There are 
whispers ofacfinical 
breakthrough in Proteus’s 
hypertension or prostate 
cancer compounds. 


slid 13.75p to 379p, while Ar- 
cadia headed the midcap- 
pers’ fellers with a I4p slump 
to 187Jjp. 

Among other retailers, 
lOngfisher suffered from far- 
ther profit taking and dosed 
26p lower at 767ft while Mor- 
rison, the Northern super- 
markets chain , bucked the 
trend and soared I8p to 29&5p 
after a set of solid results. 

Norbain,the security prod- 
ucts sellei; looked very unsafe 
after letting 27_5p escape to 
dose at 2I25p. The culprit 
was a profits warning and a 
gloomy statement on the UK 
market 

A profits warning also 
cracked Churchill China, file 
houseware group. A 9j5p fen 
to 86p was the final damage. 

Goldsmiths, the jewellez; 
put on a precious 14p to end 
the day at 18L5p after con- 
firming a 183p-a-share man- 
agement buyout 

SEAQ VOLUME: LITbn 
SEAQ TRADES: 86,766 
GILTS INDEX: 11R32 -HU3 
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Kwik-Fit gets back 
on road to recovery 


KWDK-ITr HOLDINGS, the tyres 
and exhaust group that issued 
a profits warning in January 
appeared to get back on the 
road to recovery yesterday 
when it reported better trading 
in the past few months. 

Although underlying profits 
were flat at £58.7m for the year 
to February, the company said 
it had seen an uplift in tra ding 
in January, February and 
March. This followed the warn- 
ing in January that unusually 
miM weather m December bad 
meant that fewer dri ve r s had 
their cars serviced. 

The trading update caused 
a 34J>p per cent jump in Kwik- 
Fffs shares to 439J5p as sever- 
al brokers upgraded their 
forecasts. However; some ana- 
lysts were sceptical about the 
rise, saying that the pre-tax 
profit figure of S64m included 
£&9m of property asset sales 
and that the underlying profit 
outcome was below City 
expectations. 

Last year was a busy one for 
Sir Thm Farmer’s group. It 
included two acquisitions, prin- 
cipally the £64m purchase of 

TntornflHnnat, a rhatn n f 

568 tyre and exhaust centres in 
France, Belgium, Spain and 
Germany. 

It also acquired the remain- 
ing 75 per cent of Apple Car 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

clinics, a group of 70 car ser- 
vices and MOT test centres. 

Sir Tom Farmer said that 
last year had been a solid one 
fbr Kwik-Fit, with the group out- 
perfonningln its main markets. 
It increased its tyre volumes by 
5 per cent against a market up 
by just l per cent In exhausts 
its volumes rose by 5 per cent 
against an overall market down 
l per cent 

The group’s strategy is to 
increase its dominance in the 
UK where it has 860 branches, 
while breaking into new terri- 
tories overseas. The group’s 
critics say the company is al- 
ready nearing saturation print 
in this country with 22 per 
cent of the tyre market and one- 
third of the exhausts market 

Although Kwik-Fit claims 
that this leaves plenty of scope 
for expansion, trading condi- 
tions have become toughen 
Components such as exhausts 
are lasting longer; and new 
rivals such as car dealers are 
increasing their presence in 
servicing and offering longer 
warranties. Other problems 
include customers trading 
down to cheaper tyres, while 
the fen in part prices has had 
to be passed on to customers. 


Marker value: E784m. share price 439.5p (+34. 5p) 

Trading record 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

To mover (£m) 298.0 365.0 427.0 473.0 520.0 


Earnings pcs’, share (p) 
Dividends per share (p) 

Sham price 

pence 

600 
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365.0 

427.0 

4733 

520.0 

29.3 

36.3 

43.3 

55.1 

64.3 

11.9 

14.7 • 

17.2 

22.3 

26.0 

4.4 

5.0 

5.6 

6.5 

7.5 


Sales by product 
Em 


240 

I 220 

II 200 

HI 180 

|li- — 160 

|,0_ 1^0 

1 * 120 

Jr.-'- £ 80 

, T i 60 

fl w I 1,0 

1 — '-licit 

94 95 96 97 98 99 



The company is trying to 
expand its added-value ser- 
vices business with the launch 
of insurance policies for break- 
down and travel. 

These polities got off to good 
start when they were launched 
three years ago, but growth has 
since slowed. 

Insurance profits were 
squeezed in the second half due 
to price competition. Comput- 


er problems have also impeded 
growth rates. Kwik-Fit shares 
have accelerated at a pace that 
any boy racer would be proud 
of over the past five years, with 
a market outperformance of 53 
percent 

But on current-year fore- 
casts of £63m they trade on a 
forward multiple of 18. That 
lories high enough for now, 
analystssay. 


St James to sell stake in LAHC 


ST JAMES Place Capital the 
financial group, yesterday 
indicated that it was on the 
verge of seffing a stake in the 
so-railed life insurance “vulture 
fund”, LAHC, as the group 
announced a 67 per cent prof- 
its boost in 1998. 

The company founded by life 
insurance guru Sir Mark Won- 
berg, said that profits of£8&3m 
had been lifted by a 20 per cent 
jump in new business gener- 
ated by its sales force and by a 
better-than-average Invest- 
ment performance. . 

Sir Mark, the group chair- 
man, said St James Place had 
appointed Morgan Stanley as 
advisers to sell a 23 per cent 
stake in LAHC - the life As- 
surance Holding Corporation. 
LAHC buys ailing life insurers 
and runs them as a dosed 
book of business. 

The sale is sri to go ahead 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

in spite of a giant contribution 
to the. annual results from 
LAHC - up from £3.7m to 
£l7.6m in 1998 - flowing from 
the purchase of GAN Life (UK) 
and Aegon Life (UK), the trou- 
bled life insurers. 

“We will dispose of LAHC 
when a convenient opportuni- 
ty presents, itself," said Sir 
Mark. 

cr We like the business and 
there is stifl a lot to do, but it will 
seed more capital invested as 
it goes on to make bigger ac- 
quisitions. We want to dispose 
of it because its profits tend to 

heritfwfeflstnr fanin^ uhWi 

is a different shape from our 
business.” 

St James is instead pursuing 
a strategy of organic growth. 
Last year the board appointed 
Paul Bradshaw to head its 



Spin doctor’s PEOPLE AND 
day out BUSINESS 


THE HORSES took second 
place to a fascinating con- 
frontation yesterday between 
Charlie Whelan, Chancellor 
Gordon Brown’s former press 
adviser; andBen Wegg-Pross- 
er, the disturbingly youthflil- 
looking former personal 
adviser to Frier Manddson. It 
was Mr Manddson, of course, 
who was forced to resign as 
trade secretary due to a leak 
about a certain home in Notting 
Hill London, which he blamed 
on Ids political rival Mr Brown. 

Observers licked their lips at 
the prospect of a meeting, but 
were disappointed to see them 
deep in chummy conversation. 
Mr Whelan later said: Tm 
doing much better than him, at 
least I’ve found a new job. I’ve 
been giving him a few tips.” 

I also leanit that Mr Whelan 
performed the entire “Heart of 
Midlothian” to a fascinated au- 
dience the previous night to cel- 
ebrate St Patrick’s Day. 

Mr Whelan has not been 
idle since leaving Number 11, 
writing afoothaQ column for the 


Cheltenham 

Diary 


By John 
Willcock 


Observer and occasional pieces 
for this very organ. He is also 

dnrng thp nsnal “ this and that" . 

Tubby rewards 

ANOTHER CHARMING Chap I 
bumped into at Cheltenham 
was Jonathan Hills, the orig- 
inal designer and creator of 
BBC television’s Teletubbies. 
Mr Hills is a distinguished 
Hhartratar and film maker who, 


Sir Mark: Organic growth 
is St James’s strategy 

international business. Until 
now the international life busi- 
ness has been geared to off- 
shore sales to UK customers, 
representing 15 per cent of 
sales. 

Now, Sir Mark wants Mr 
Bradshaw known for his record 


as well as designing the lovable 
characters, has also directed a 
film, Una Estraveganza de 
Medici, which won the Prix 
dTtalia. He has also designed 
the TV Angfia flag on telly. 

Mr Hills is, however, a re- 
tiring and modest chap, saying 
that it was the vision of his co- 
creator Ann Wood that drove 
the Teletubbies phenomenon. 

When I asked him about 
stories in the press that the 
BBC had undersold the series 
in the vital American market, 
he said that in feet Auntie 
Beeb had made at least £40m 
from the series, and that Ms 
Wbod had made at least dou- 
ble that 


in setting up international life 
insurers, to expand into 
Europe. It anticipates a boom 
in new business as French, 
German and Italian markets 
d e re gulate 

AMjysts yesterday said that 
St James had produced a solid 
set of figures in line with ex- 
pectations, but printed out that 
the company was trading on a 
much more generous multiple 
than its peers. 

The shares rose against the 
market to close up by 5L5p at 
284J>, valuing the group at 
£L15bn. 

Charles Landa of SG Secu- 
rities said that this data rated 
the group at more than four 
times its embedded vahie of 68p 
a share - over twice the level 
of most of its peers. But the 
quality of the business justifies 
the shares as a hold, said Mr 

Tjwda. 


he recently bet £140,000 on a 
series of three bets and lost cm 
each one. One of his horses Is- 
trabraq, was “hottest favourite 
all week”, and duly won the 
Smurfit Champion Hurdle 
Challenge Duphy on Tuesday. 

Mr McManus also owns Le 
Coudray a leading contender 
for the Stayers Hurdle yester- 
day unfortunately Le Coudray 
onty managed to come second. 

Mr McManus is part of a 
tightly knit group of racing 
pals including John Magniet; 
the race horse owner, Joe 
Lewis, the Bermudan based fi- 
nancier who was involved in 
the Enic bid for Wembley Sta- 
dium. 


Big punter Lost kingpin 


ONE of the great raring per- 
sonalities that regularly makes 
an appearance at Cheltenham 
is JP McManus the Irish 
owner and punter, dubbed 
“The Man the Boobies Pear". 

A bet of £20,000 would be a 
small affair for Mr McManus, 
and no cash needs to change 
hands when he bets, a nod 
being good enough. 

According to race track lore 


OTHER LUMINARIES at the 
Festival included Oliver 
Pawle, the high-powered cor- 
porate finance executive for- 
merly of UBS and now of 
Warburg Dillon Read. Mr 
Pawle folly admits that the 
unexpected departure earlier 
this week of Warburg kingpin 
Hans de Gier was “mishan- 
dled by Warburg and mishan- 
dled by Hans de Gier”. 


Relieved 
City ready 
to listen 
to Dialog 

BY PETER THAL LARSEN 

DIALOG IS poised to unveil a 
number of software licensing 
and strategic partnership deals 
that will allow the information 
services group to boost growth 
and pay down debt 

Dan Wagner, chief executive, 
said the company would prob- 
ably make announcements in 
the next few weeks. “We would 
not be making these kinds of 
statements if we weren't dose 
to a number of things.** 

The deals are thought to 
include Dialog licensing its 
Infosoft software, which auto- 
matically categorises Internet 
documents, to others. It may 
also sign up strategic investors 
for its e-commerce division. 

The announcements, when 
made, will help to speed Dialog's 
rehabilitation after a disastrous 
profits warning last year. The 
warning shattered confidence in 
Dialog's management, which 
had promised it would revive 
revenue growth after it took 
over Knight- Ridder Informa- 
tion, the online information 
group, in a reverse takeover late 
in 1997. Dialog shares lost two- 
thirds of their value, touching a 
low of 47p in January. 

Mr Wagner admitted that 
the company had promised too 

much. He said that in the future 
Dialog would take a more mea- 
sured approach. That was un- 
derfined by yesterday’s foil-year 
results, which showed Dialog 
reporting pre-exceptional pre- 
tax profits of £8.4m. The figures, 
in fine with expectations, were 
greeted with a 9Ap rise in the 
shares to 95p. “The market is 

Kasic al ty hrea thmg a huge .si g h 

of rebel" said fhirick^ Yhu of No- 
mura Securities. 

Others said Dialog's reas- 
surance that it would be able to 
meet its debt repayment targets 
for the currentyear also helped. 
The company finished last year 
with a debt load of $256. 6m 
(£157m>. Apart from interest 
payments, it is due to repay 
$2L9m this year. Mr Wagner 
said Dialog was considering 
restructuring its debt, but he 
ruled out another rights Issue. 

From April, Dialog is due to 
be reclassified in the Internet 
subsector of the market IT 
index Dialog looks underval- 
ued, but the City will probably 
take a little more convincing 
before it rushes back in. 


Fees received 

I SPOTTED Christopher Mor- 
ris, the distinguished receiver 
from Deloitte & Tbucbe, trotting 
towards the betting booths. 

Mr Morris, one of Britain’s 
insolvency specialists, is the 
lead liquidator of BCCI, a task 
that has run up over £600m in 
professional fees since the ba nk 
went bust eightyeare ago. If any 
creditor ofBCCI wants to know 
what happened to those fees, 
they need look no further than 
Cheltenham. (Only joking!) 

Last roundup 

ANOTHER KEEN punter was 
Howard BeH chief executive 
of Provident Financial, the firm 
that provides door-to-door 
loans. Mr Bell said the compa- 
ny has spent £I0m expanding 
into Poland and Czech Repub- 
lic. He seemed to be spending 
near that at the bookies. 

Just for the record, it would 
be a good idea if Great Western 
Railways sorted out its reser- 
vation policy on its trains run- 
ning to the course for next 
year; these were a sad fiasco. 
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LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


BOND YIELDS 
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0.01 
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0.04 

Belgium 
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203 

OOO 
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MONEY MARKET RATES 
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Settlement 
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Esc flow 
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Mar-99 
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117.00 
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Five Nations’ Championship: Inspirational stand-off is determined to spark France in Twickenham debut tomorrow 


lC 


Castaignede to lead French revolt * ii' e 


by Ian borthwick 


“I JUST CANT wait to got back on 
the field To get to TWcfaitnharn, play 
ray gats out and show people what 
I am really capable of doing." On a 
wind-swept training ground on the 
outskirts of Castres in south-west 
France last week, Thomas Castaig- 
nfede was practising goal kicking be- 
fore training with his dub town 
Three days had passed since the 
shock defeat against Wales in Paris 
but by the rings under his eyes and 
his thousand-yard stare, you could 
tell that French rugby’s golden boy 
was still struggling to come to 
terms with the loss. 

The man who so often in his ca- 
reer had snatched victory for 
France in the dying seconds was 
this time on the receiving end of 
what the French call La glorieuse in- 
certitude du sport. His last-minute 
penalty attempt against Wales, 20 
metres from the line and 10 in from 
the right-band touch, sailed across 
the front of the posts, allowing 
Wales to celebrate their first win in 
Paris for 24 years. T haven’t slept 
since Saturday,” said Castaignede, 
repeatedly - almost obsessively - 
kicking goals from exactly the same 
spot T keep going through the 
match over and over in my head, 
and I still cant believe we lost We 
all feel frustrated and annqyed with 
ourselves because we know that 
game was there for the taking.’' 

Perhaps, for someone who until 
now appears to have led a charmed 
existence, a little suffering can do 
no harm. 

All his life Castaignede seems to 
have gone from success to success. 
At 24, apart from his 24 international 
caps for France, he has already won 
the French national chib champion- 
ship four times with Stade Tbulou- 
sain, won the European Cup with 
the same dub, and/ whether at 
stand-off or centre, become one of 
the undoubted foundation stones of 
the French team. 

With his first cap on French soil 
he beat the All Blacks in a historic 
upset victory in Toulouse in No- 
vember 1995. Scarcely two months 
later; and only hours away from his 
21st birthday; Castaignede won his 
first Five Nations cap, polishing it 
off with that dropped goal from 30 
metres to beat England in the 
dying seconds at the Parc des 
Princes. 

Last year against England at 
the Stade de France, Castaignede’s 
defence, notably on the charging 
Lawrence Dallaglio, was one of the 
outstanding features of the French 
performance. But it is on attack that 
the bottle-blond flyer provides the 
impetus and the spark for France, 
his blistering acceleration and un- 
erring eye for the gap, honed from 
years of playing centre, making 
him the kind of stand-off capable of 
breaking the gain-line and of im- 
mediately putting his team on the 
front foot 

While his natural ebullience and 
intuitive flair make Castaignede 
what Jo Maso calls “the embodi- 
ment of French style”, his impish 
smile and natural good looks (not to 
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Thomas Castaignede - the embodiment of French style’ - demonstrates his unerring eye for a gap in preparation for tomorrow’s crucial match against England 


mention passably fluent En glish) 
alsn malm him tha automatic fcarggfc 

for media attention on both sides of 

the nhanna? In man y ways he rep- 
resents the kind of folly-rounded in- 
dividual which has unfortunately 
become, even in rugby, a rarity in in- 
ternational sport. 

“Itis true that I have been fortu- 
nate," he concedes. T must have 
been born under a lucky star or 
something. I have always lived in a 
virtual world. There have been 
times when I have even asked my- 
self if it was real, when everything 
was going so well that I was con- 
vinced there was a hitch some- 
where. I remember saying to 
myselfi La vie, e’est pas go! C’est 
pas possible! 71 

As brilliant on the field as he is 
in the classroom, Castaignede holds 
the equivalent of a Doctorate in En- 
gineering from the highly respect- 
ed Institut National des Sciences 
Appliqudes (National Institute of 


Applied Science) in Toulouse, spe- 
cialising in industrial processes 
and the environment. 

Howeve^ behind this impressive 
list of achievements, behind the 
nonchalant carefree exterior, lies a 
determined young man who has al- 
ways worked hard, both at his game 
and his studies. T was always a real 
swot at school,'' he recalls. T would 
never go to a history dass without 
having revised the previous lesson. 


I hated the idea of being left behind 
in anything." 

At eight years old, growing up in 
Mont de Marsan - a small town 
whose dub has produced names like 
Benoit Dauga, Christian Darrouy.or 
the archetypal French centres Guy 
and Andre Boniface - he hated 
being left behind by the older boys. 
So he started working on his game 
in the backyard, and Jay the age of 
nine could not only pass equally wdl 


to the left as the right, but also kick 
penalties from 40 metres. T am just 
a hard worker; I have always im- 
posed that discipline on myself,” he 
insists. Tn the beginning I had no 
natural skQL But I was just deter- 
mined to succeed, and once I get an 
idea into my head, it is veiy difficult 
to change my mind.” 

Even today the same ethos gov- 
erns his approach to the game. 
“No matter what he is doing. 



TOMORROW 


Tve learned so much from him over the last couple of seasons: 
how to deal ivith the most pressurised situations, how to keep a 
cool head when others are letting it aU slip, how to compete against 
the most competitive people around * 

England’s Jonny Wilkinson Cleft) tells Chris Hewett 

about the debt he owes to Bob Andrew i 


Thomas is always extremely de- 
manding of himself.” says his team- 
mate, Christian Califano. “He is 
always questioning, always doubt- 
ing, never satisfied. That is his 
strength." 

Strangely, for one who has al- 
ready beaten England twice in his 
career Cm 1996 and 1998) Cas- 
taignede, like the majority of the 
players in this French side, has 
never played at Twickenham. ”1 
have heard so much about this 
ground, but it is not something that 
intimidates me. I just can’t wait to 
play there." 

Despite the sobering loss to 
Wales, or more accurately because 
of it, the challenge of England 
seems to have hardened his r^olve. * 
“This year’s Five Nations is much 
harder; much closer fought than in 
the past," he said, “but England still 
remains our No l opponent Of 
course we are going there as 
underdogs, but there is a feeling of 


revolt in the camp, and we will not 
be giving in easily." 

Ebr Castaignede, the most im- 
pressive thing about England is the 
forward pack; especially the back row 
and the second row. And of course 
Jonny Wilkinson, who has already 
made a big impression on the Th- 
colores. “He is very young, butthere 
are not many weaknesses in his 
game. He is very skilled with the ball 
in hand and courageous on defence. 
We are going to have to watch him 
very closely, and not give him a cen- 
timetre of space in which to move.” 

Another player Castaignede will 
be watching closely is his counter- 
part, Mike Catt, known to the 
French back-line as “Michel Chat*. 
T like the way he plays. In terms of 
his approach to die game I much 
prefer Chat to Paul Grayson. Fbmne 
he is less rigorous than Grayson, but 
he is more imaginative," concludes 
Castaignede. T suppose he is more 
like me." 
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Sharkey scrums down in 
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a tough proving ground 




ACCORDING TO remarks attributed 
to a senior figure within the BBC last 
week, women do not much care for 
rugby league. That will come as 
news to the high female proportion 
of the crowd at grounds tike Leeds 
and Wigan - and even more so to the 
increasing numbers of women in 
positions of power and influence 
within the game. 

When Wigan play at Headingley 
tonight for instance, the longest- 
serving member of their team, on or 
off the field, will not be some craggy- 
featured prop or an aged retainer 
who has scrabbled away beneath the 
stand, man and boy in some capac- 
ity since BiDy Boston was a lad. 

It wOl be Maiy Sharkey, who 
arrived at Central Bark as the office 
junior in 1981 and who was con- 
firmed last week as the dub’s first 
woman director. 

T was straight out of school and 
looking for a full-time job, when a 
friend of mine who was working for 
Maurice Lindsay in his own busi- 
ness told me that there might be 
something going at Wigan,” she 
recalls. She arrived for the interview 
and Lindsay admits to having com- 
pletely forgetting about her; leaving 
her in a corridor for an hour and 40 
minutes. 

^ was immediaiety impressed by 
her stickability and she got the job,” 


Rising from tea-maker to director, Wigan's wonder woman has 
made it in the man's world of rugby league. By Dave Hadfield 
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says Lindsay, who was then the 
dub’s vice-chairman. It was not 
quite the dream appointment that it 
would be for many of the young gjris 
who will be on the terraces tonight 
because the then Mary Charnock 
was not exactly a devoted Wigan fan. 
T didn’t go to the games, although 
if you live in Wigan you follow the 
rugby team." 

Her initial contribution to the 
dub’s wen-being consisted of the 
usual range of junior secretarial 
duties, “including nwMwg the tea”. 
It was in 1984, when Wigan went 
back to Wembley for the first time 
in 14 years, that the pace of the job 
changed. 

“Even though we lost it was 
from that point that things got 
busier and the dub started to grow. 
Butrd rather be busy" That was just 
as well, because the dub in those 
days could be a frantic place to work. 
“Her great quality was her unflap- 
pability;" says Lindsay. “That and a 
good sense of humour” 

Some of the pranks played on 
Lindsay in those days are the stuff 
of Wigan legend and run counter to 
the subsequent image of him as an 


impossible taskmaster There was 
the time he was dispatc he d to the 
banfc manager to ask for another 
loan, with something very embar- 
rassing slipped surreptitiously into 
the top of his briefcase, not to men- 
tion the unsolved case of the lipstick- 

smeared underpants that arrived for 

him in the post 

In many ways, those heady days 
when the dub was just b eginning tn 
take off remain her favourite times 
at Central Park “There was a really 
good atmosphere around the dub, 
with players like Danny Campbell 
here and Graeme West and Howie 
Tamati coming in. They were a 
good set of players." 

Of all the players who have come 
and gone since, Mary can find little 
bad to say. “’Xbu have to know who 
you can laugh and joke with and who 
you can’t, but I’ve never really had 
a bad word with any of them." And 
this, remember; is at adub that once 
housed the competitive egos of 
Ellery Hanley. Andy Gregory and 
Shaun Edwards. 

Lindsay is full of admiration for 
the way she has managed the role 
of “an attractive female next door to 


a dressing-room full of hot-blooded 
young men. She has very cleverly 
kept them at a distance." 

That distance is magnified by her 
seniority in tire administration of the 
chib. In succession, she has become 
dub secretary, football manager 
and. as ratified by last week’s AGM, 
director. There have been strong 
women behind the scenes at Cen- 
tral Parkin the past, but none who 
have achieved what she has. 

“I'm so proud of ha;" says Lind- 
say whose track record of encour- 
aging female talent within the game 
is good, from Emma Bosewame at 
the Rugby League to Safly Bolton at 
Super League "Hieyjust need to be 
given an opportunity," he says. 

Mary has other role models to 
which she can refer; Hath Hether- 
ragton, the co-founder of the 
Sheffield Eagles and now the 
Gateshead Thunder and one of the 
most redoubtable people in the 
game, helped her through her first 
meeting of the Rugby League Coun- 
cil, wh3e Denise Cadfeit, the Castle- 
ford secretary, is a close friend with 

whom she frequently comparer 
notes. 
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Mary Sharkey at her second home. Cental Pm*, where she is now a director' Simon S 
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“We ring each other if we need to 
discuss anything, but there are alot 
more women involved in rugby 
league than people seem to realise," 
she says. 

The game would like there to be 
more women. The League now 
supports a development officer for 


the women's game, while Super 
League’s advertising for the new 

season is unashamedly aimed at the 

female market, with beefcake on 
posters and a cinema campaign 
screened alongside the movie 
TbufoeGotMhfl. 

Not inappropriate, perhaps, for 


someone who started her working 
fife at Central Park opening the post 
Tbnigbt she win be in the directors' 
box, as unflappable as she was 
when the final demands came tou “J£ 
don’t get nervous at matches,” she 
says. “Heave that to the coaches anth 
players.” 
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Guscott says 


or 




revolt. 


the French 



are ‘scary 


TTEAPFARENTLy beleaguered 
Frehtfo have announced yet an- 
other personnel change for to- 
morrow’s FSve Nations rumble 
witftEnglanri at U pk^pnhgm m*. 
pdadngfflie Stack Frangais wing. 
Thomas Lombard, with another; 

OnistopbePtminicL Ina spngA 

though, Lombard’s leg irgury 
does fiotmatterabrass centime; 
as J'Q’emy Guscott, a sefftxm- 
fessedFhincophfle, was quick to 
agreej^sterd^ the Wue-shirt- 
ed visitors could field Brigitte 
Bacdotand feeRouxbrothersin 
thefr three-quarter line and still 
rtm in heavenly tries from every 
last comer of the pitch. 

“Tta my way of thinking, the 

French are the best counter- 
attackers in the world,” said 
Guscott during a 20-orinute cel- 
ebration of Tricolore ingenuity. 

“They run angles and do 
things in narrow channels that 
no other international team 
can even hope to emulate and, 
without being bom and bred 
there, it is impossible to fully un- 
derstand thfem. When you 
watch video footage of their 
moves, everything seems quite 
natural; however; when you're 
actually facing them on the 
pitch, it is often rfifficult to see 
where they’re coming from. 
Sometimes, they pass Wind and 
assume a colleague will arrive ' 
to continue the move. Believe., 
me, that takes incredible confi- , 

ifalPP. T Iran* pjaying a gpringj Hio- * 

French because I find them . 
scary. If s always a seat-of-the- 
pants job because of their nn- 

pr pdirtahiWyandwnimgrtf^s tn 

run the ball from anywhere. 
We've been working extremely 
hard on our defence over the 
last few months but, if your op- 


RUGBY UNION 


By Chris Hewett 


“Back in the early years of 
the decade, when Brian Moore 
was at his best as England’s 


wmder-up-in-chief; we seemed 


lines and have great timmg, 
there is nothing yon can do to 
stop them.” 

Praise indeed: it was almost 
as if England's revered triple 
Lion wished he had been bom 
in Biarritz and christened by 
Serge Blanco. But when you 
have pocketed very nearly 60 
caps, p^yedin a World Cup final 
and established yourself as one 
of the mostxeoognisable rugby 
players on the planet, you can 


to get to the French an a men- 
tal level,” he continued. ‘"The 
mere desperate they became to 



get. the English monkey off 
their backs, the more heat they 
put themselves undec That was 

why they were so refieved when 

they finally beat us in the last 
TOaid Cup; it was incredibly im- 
portant to ttiwri, even though 
the match itself was a pretty 
poor advert Now they seem to 
be themselves again and Tin 
thankful for that I thinkthey 
b ring something special to the 


Qnthe face of it, Guscotfs eu- 
logy sounded suspiciously Hoe 
an attempt to talk up. tfae 
French, just as Pierre 
Viliepreux, the visitors’ coach, 
failM lip 6 h» litn gligh on 

Wednesday. Yet, although file 
bookmakers have CBve Wood- 
ward's Grand Slam -chasing 
TVrickenhamites as odds- on 
favourites, there is a strong 
feeling in the h om e that. 
a wounded Tricolore is a whole 
lot mare dangerous than an 
overconfident one Indeed, 


DallagHo yesterday: *A 
game against France is 
always a big prospect 1 


be forgiven the odd flight of 
fancy Guscott has always glo- 
ried in the unique pressures of 
an Anglo-French conflict; in- 
deed, the Iricdlares remain his 
dream opponents precisely be- 
cause they are capable of gi^ 
ing him nightmares. 


Giovanelli reprieve 
incurs Scots’ anger 
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THE SCOTTISBriiugby Uman 
has criticised the derision to ex- 
onerate tbe ItaEan captain, Mas- 
sima Giovanelli who was sent 
,^*;off for stamping on Scotland’s 
i ■ No 8 Eric Friers in the recent 
friendly between the two ades. 

Giovanelli was handed an 
eight-week ban by a Five Na- 
tions disciplinary committee 
immediately after the game. 
However; an appeals tribunal 
has ruled that because the 
game was not a Five Nations 
contest, even though the game 
was run under Five Nations 
regulations, the ban should not 
apply. Giovanelli is now free to 
play with immediate effect An 
SHU statement last night de- 
scribed tbe decision as unac- 
ceptable and leaves open the 
possibility of pursuing the mat- 
ter through the courts. 

“We do not accept ‘proce- 
dural matters’ should override 
i’v the fact that the referee and 
” touch judge considered Mr Gio- 
vanelli should be dismissed 
from the field for an act of foul 
play” said the SRU chief exec- 
utive, Bill Watson. “We will not 
rest until this appalling act is 
justly penalised for the good of 
our game." 

SRU officials are discussing 
the matter with the Interna- 
tional Rugby Board and the 
Italian Rugby Federation. Pre- 
viously the IBB has been 
warned by the police that in 


' order to exclude file possibility 
of bodies outside the sport tak- 
ing action against violent play, 
they must ensure that punish- 
ments are handed out in a prop- 
er fashion. 

The Ireland captain, Paddy 
Johns, has given his country a 
pre-match boost ahead of tbe 
Five Nations dash with Scot- 
land at Murrayfield by an- 
nouncing he is quitting the 
English gpmft Johns, who wins 

his 50th cap tomorrow, will 
leave Saracens after three 
years with file London chib 
and join the European Cup 
winners Ulster; where he 
played for six seasons before 
moving to England. He be- 
comes the latest- and biggest 
- name to cross the Irish Sea, 
following the likes of Fhic IfiDb; 
Jonathan Bell and David 

Humphreys, who will aD appear 
alo n gsi de Johns in the big Ed- 
inburgh confrontation. 

“There are several reasons 
behind my dedaon, there is no 
one factor;’’ said Johns. “1 have 
had a very enjoyable three 
years with Saracens but this is 
a new challenge for me.” 

Now Johns is setting his 
sights cm a Murrayfield success 
to give Ireland a 50 percent 
winning record in the Five Na- 
tions.“This is our last game and, 
although we would love to fin- 
ish with a flourish, we want to 
win,” he said. 


England suspect the French 
took \feles far too Eghtiy in ftris 
IS days ago and that their de- 
feat on that occasion was a 
freak drcomstance of tbeir own 

making 

“Fbrget the events of two 
weeks ago,” said Lawrence 

D allag fin, ftp En gland captain; 

“Leifs just remember that for all 
file newcomers in the three- 
quarter line and the back row 

the main body of players who 
brought France back-to-back 
Grand Sfanre are still there; 
Ibanez, Tournaire, the two 
locks, Carbozmeau, Cas- 
taignftrie. Speaking as a loose 

forward, I think tbe new unit of 
Castel, L^evrernont and Jnfilet 
looks vtSy 'physical, very tal- 
ented. I think ^his wSL definite- 
ly be one of the most interesting 
areas tomorrow. 

game against France is al- 
ways a big prospect because 
they have it in them to be the 
best side in the worid. My rally 
regret is that we meet them only 
once a season and have had to 
wait more than 12 months for 
another shot at them following 
our defeat in Paris last year We 
should play them more often in 
ipy view; the Australians are 
now a power in the worid game 
precisely because they took ad- 
vantage of their proximity to 
New Zealand. The English 
Channel is not as wide as the 
Tasman, so why not increase 
the number of fixtures?” 

Ear from diluting the 
French reserves of experi- 
ence, Lombard’s late with- 
drawal has had the opposite 
effect; Dominid at least played 
against Guscott and company 
last season -indeed, he scored 
a try - and hence becomes the 
only member of a recon- 
structed threequarter line to 
have mixed it with the English 
foe. “I don’t think the imfiamil- 
iarity of this French side has 
much to do with anything," said 
Dallaglio, guardedly. “They 
have a conveyor belt over 
there and it produces ball- 
handlmg forwards and run- 
ning backs by the dozen.” We 
shall see. 



Stead and Harris help 
Kiwis to stage recovery 


GARY STEAD and Chris Harris 
staged a considerable rescue 
operation at the Basin Reserve 
after New Zealand had won the 
toss in the third Test and 
seemed poised to capitulate 
even more ignominious^ than 
they had done in the second in 
Christchurch. 

The score was 58 for 4 when 
Harris joined Stead, who had 
played his first Test for New 
Zealand at the age of 27 last 
week at Lancaster Park. He is 
a stockOy-built left-hander and, 
although the South Africans 
complained at his luck, he is not 
the worst of players. 

He tucked the baD away as- 
siduously affhislegs and forced 

the hall hanrtenme fr throu gh fhi» 

off-side. He played some lovely 
square cuts and produced the 
best stroke of the day in the over 
he rea che d fifty when he on- 
drove Hansie Croqje for four 

It took Harris longer to 
settle and in 20 ov ers before tea 
he made only 15. Afterwards, he 
was transformed and fours 
flowed off his bat as he forced 
Shaun Pollock through extra 
coves pulled and square-drove 
Steve Ehrocthy, forced Cronje 
to extra-cover and smashed a 
short one from Jacques KalHs 
past rover It was storing stuff 
and it will have done New 
Zealand’s morale, which was 
down near its boots around 


CRICKET 


BY HENRY BLOFELD 
in Wellington 


New Zealand 211-6 
v South Africa 


lunch, no end of good. The hun- 
dred stand came up in 138 min- 
utes and then the third of three 
fours in an over off Croqje, a 
square-cut, took Stead to 50 in 
107 balls with eight fours. 

Harris’s 50 came four overs 
later when he puQeda long-hop 
from Paul Adams to the brand- 
ary. This was his seventh four 
and he had faced 119 balls. Ten 
runs and six overs later; Pollock 
took the second new ball and 


New Zealand's recovery was 
scuppered in the closing overs 
when it removed first Stead 
and then fiie nightwaichman, 
Daniel Ifettori. 

New Zealand had been a wfol 
in the first part of the day even 
though Allan Donald's stomach 
muscle strain had prevented 
him from turning out for South 
Africa. In the ninth over Matt 
Home forgot his footwork when 
coming forward to Pollock and 
was caught at slip. At 32, Brian 
ybung drove, also without foot- 
work and at third slip Jonty 
Rhodes made an awkward 
catch look easy. 

The score was 50 for 2 at 
lunch and afterwards Nathan 
Astle was yoked by Elwarthy. 


1 -7. 2-32. 3-57. 4-58, 5-203. 6-207. 
»B -D J NjSi. 5 B OoiHI. 5 B OConnof. 
ling: PDHodi 22-10-30-1 (3nb): El- 
worttw 21 -7-58-4; Kaffls 20-5-44-1: Kkeen- 
er 15-7-33-0; Adams 7-2-12-0: Cronje 
5-3-16-0. 

SOUTH AFWCA: G KiTSMn. H H Gfcbs. J H 


Xoffis.DJCumnan. *WJ Cronle. JN Rhodes, 
rtier. L Kiusn 


S M Pollock. tM V Boucher. L Kkftmrt. P R 
Adams. 5 Elworthy 

llrapfau: D B Cowrie (N2) and S Uenkararag- 
havan (In d). 


Thorpe declared fit for Sharjah 


GRAHAM THORPE, the Surrey 
batsman, has been green a 
dean bill of health ahead of 
England's Warid Cup campaign 
The 29-year-old left-hander 
who has been suffering from a 
debilitating back injury which 
saw him leave the Ashes Tbur 
to Australia, has been deared 
by Wayne Morton, the Eng- 
land physiotherapist, in ad- 
vance of next month’s Sharjah 
one-day tournament 
“Obviously I am a bit ap- 
prehensive but the last two 


months have beat pretty tough 
and the last week has been in- 
tense,” Thospe said. “1 have had 
something litre 15 nets and my 
back’s reafty been put through 
its paces. Wfe are off to Sharjah 
in 12 days time and I am real- 
ly looking forward to it” 
Surrey are keen to re-sign 
Saqlain Mushtaq, the Pakistan 
off-spinner, as their overseas 
player for 1999. “Saqlain had a 


we would lib» him to come 
back,” said Adam HoMoake, the 


Surrey captain, said. “TOsinow 
be would miss tbe start of the 
season but our only concern is 
whether or nothe would have to 
depart before the end of the sea- 
son on international duty” 

■ Lancashire suffered an em- 
barrassing collapse in their 
opening tour match in South 
Africa yesterday leaving them 
on the brink of defeat against 
Western Province Academy. 
They slumped to no for 8 in 
their second innings, just 45 
ahead going into the final day. 


Oatley 
gives 
RAF a 
late lift 


HOCKEY 


By Bill Couvill 


Navy 

Royal Air Fbrce 


South Africa’s opening bowler Steve Elworthy lets a delivery fry on day one in Wellington yesterday Reuters 


One run latei; at 58, Roger 
TWose, who had looked hope- 
lessly out of his depth for 79 
balls, failed to take his bat out 
of the way and was caught be- 
hind off Etworthy. 

first Ooy: Hffw Zealand won fos* 

New ZEALAND - Rest Innings 

M i Horn c Cullinan 6 PoDodi 2 

B A Ybwig c Rhodes b Kallls Ifl 

R G Twose c Boucher b EhNOnliy 12 

N J Aste b t (worthy..., .. .20 

GR Stead cPHBockbElworThy..- 68 

C Z Hams not out 66 

O L Ifertori c Kails b EhmrUiy A 

1A C Furore not out 0 

Extras (18b 3rb) 21 

Tom (for 6, 90 mere) 211 


LAST-MINUTE goals sank the 
Navy in both their senior 
games yesterday in the Inter 
Services Championship at 
Aldershot, the men going down 
3-2 to the RAF and the women 
by the same score to the Army. 

tea scrappy opening session 
in which both sides squandered 
a number of chances, the RAF 
always looked the more dan- 
gerous. although the best 
chance fell to the Navy's lone 
front-runner. Guy Dale-Smith. 
It was the RAF however who 
opened the scoring when Andy 
Beresford found himself un- 
marked at the far post to tap in 
a cross from Steve Welham. 

The RAF midfield pairing of 
Finlay McLean and the captain 
David Oatley were slowly be- 
ginning to dominate the game, 
with Graeme Cartmell ami Neil 
Powell looking dangerous up 
front. It required desperate 
defending from the Navy in 
which the goalkeeper Richard 
Potter was called upon to make 
a string of fine saves, together 
with some timely interceptions 
from James Dean to prevent 
the airmen from going further 
ahead. 

With the RAF wasting two 
penalty comers either side of 
the interval it was very much 
against the run of play that 
Dale-Smith broke through the 
RAF ranks and, shrugging off 
the attentions of three defend- 
ers, he slipped the ball under 
fiie goalkeeper Sunil Raval for 
the equaliser seven minutes 
into the second hall 

Within seconds of the re- 
sumption the airmen were 
again in the lead when Beres- 
ford burst through to score his 
second. With the Navy becom- 
ing more adventurous, with 
Brett Morgan joining in the at- 
tack, tiiefr reirard came in the 
53rd minute with the awarding 
of a penalty comer. Mark 
Mdintock’s powerful drag shot 
went in off the underside of the 
crossbar 

Handicapped by the tempo- 
rary suspension of Danny 
Makaruk for an uncompromis- 
ing tackle on McLean, the 
Navy’s defence were again 
struggling, conceding three 
late penalty comers. Tbe first 
was wasted as their compli- 
cated comer drill failed and the 
second saw Chris Mmber’s 
shot going just wide. Hie third 
appeared wasted as another 
complicated move appeared to 
break down, only for Oatley to 
finally bundle the ball under a 
prone Potter for a last-minute 
winner 

The RAF today play the de- 
fending champions, the Army, 
who on Wednesday beat the 
Navy 4-0, for the title. 

In the women’s game the 
Nays; with goals from Charlotte 
A tkins on and Vicky Burrows, 
led the Army against the run of 
pky unto two goals from Claire 
Ryding in the closing minutes 
gave them an unexpected 
victory. Earlier, Toni Robinson 
had scored the opening goal for 
the Army. 

Royal Navy: R Poller. A Cunningham; 

M Me Unlock, J Dean. S Woolen S 
Mitchell. P Retty. K Ac Wand; C Hardy. G 
Dole- Smith (capq. B Morgan. SobsctaiM 
used: P Friendship. 

Royal Air Force: 5 Rjvol; C KJmber: A 
Granger. P Jacobs. B Slock; D Oatley 
(cape). F McLean. A Beresford; S Wei- 
ham. G Carmen. N Powell. 

Umpires: N Smith and A Nounan. 


Depleted Leeds still a threat to Wigan 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


TIME HAS run out too quickly 
for two of Leeds’ big guns and 


rugby league 


^jine of their most effective wfld- 
v«can 


By Dave hadfield 


cards as they prepare to re- 
sume - their struggle for 

supremacy against Wigan. 

Their coach, Graham Mur- 
rey has named a team without 

Rj rhip Black m o re, Adrian Mor- 
ley and Marcus St Hilaire for 
tonight's match at Headingley; 
although all three are now 
dose to fitness. 

The loss ofMoriey in partic- 
ular; would have been crippling 

not long agD. Wigan will not be- 


lieve be is out until they see him 
in the stand but Andy Hay - so 
often a substitute last season - 
has proved a capable member 
of the starting Kne-up lately 
Hay scored a hat-trick 
against Widnes in the Challenge 
Cup last Sunday and will have 

the same players around him - 
with Murray selecting the same 
17 -but predicting a bigger role 

for x8-year-old Kevin S infield. 


“He might find himself on 
. the park a lot earlier than last 
wed;” said Murray “He played 
25 minutes at Widnes and 
changed the whole complexion 
of fiie game.” 

Only a month after Leeds’ 
victory in the Challenge Cup, 
this match means enough for 
Wigan coach, John Mome, to 
abandon his usual detachment. 

“Every time you pick up a 
paper; it’s all about Leeds for 
the double. Ilfs starting to grate 
with us and Fm sore it’s grat 
ing with BratScrd,” he said. “We 


seem to have gone from 
champions to also-rans. It’s 
building up a realty strong ri- 
valry between the two dubs - 
but I think that’s a good thing.” 

Wigan lost twice to Leeds in 
Super League last year: before 
beating them in the play-offs and 
the Grand Final “But I don’t 
want to leave it until the semi- 
finals before we beat Leeds this 

time,” Mnnie s«iri. “That made 

it such hard wok last time.” 

Fbr tonight’s showdown, 
which could attract a Super 
League record crowd now that 


Headingley has been restored 
to its 23,000 capacity, Mome is 
still without Denis Betts, Tbqy 
Smith and probably Simon 
Haugfaton as weH Against that, 
he a squad erfplayers- par- 

ticularly the newccraers, Mark 
Rebec Greg FJorimo and Brett 
Goldspink - who know 
otheris play far better than they 
did when they were last there. 

Unlike Leeds, they do not 
have a Challenge Cup semi- 
final hanging over them - and 

that can stiH be a factor in 
matches like these. 


NFL votes for radical instant replay challenge system 


A SEASON littered with mis- 


the National Fbotbali League 
voting to bring back instant 
video replays for the 1999 sea- 


AMERICAN 

FOOTBALL 


owners were needed for ap- 


NFL owners voted 28-S in 
favour of installing a radical in- 
stant replay challenge system. 
A total of 24 votes from the 31 


against replays - which were 
used as an aid to officials from 

1986 to 1991 -were the Arizona 

Cardinals, Cincinnati Bengali; 
and New Tforir Jets. 


“Part of the deal was to use 
it for just one yean” said Mike 
Holmgren, the co-chairman of 
tbe competition committee. “If 
it’s a good thing we want to 
keep it in. But the owners have 
committed to this just for 1999.” 

Under the new guidelines 

coariies will be given two chal- 
lenges per game, with referees 


making final decisions from 
eiHriing monitors. Any chal- 
lenge not supported by the ref- 
eree will cost the t eam a 
time-out. 

There will also be a replay 
assistant in the press box to re- 
view aiy controversial plays in 
the final two minutes of both 
halves and throughout an over- 


time period. However the ref- 
aw on the fieM wiH determine 
if a pl^y will be reversed after 
reviewing the replay. 

“The difference this time is 
no more wiQ the [replay] guy in 
fiie booth make the 
the ref on the field makes the 
call,” said Rick McKay, the 
Tampa Bey general nm na g e c 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 


First, obtain the access code for 
the resort or you r choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fox lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 


To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 4770 0S1 + code 


Fora fox copy of the latest snow 

and weather report 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed fouraase summary or 
conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Area 

open 


Slopes (cml Last temp Forecast 
Lwr Upr snow 


Arcalls 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Good cower 

100 

200 

8.3 

4C variable 

KitzbuhrH ....100% 

Lorer 100% 

BULGARIA 

Spring conditions 240 
V good ar altitudeAOS 

160 

220 

11.3 

9.3 

-4C Mixed 

*3C Mixed 

Pamporovo 100% 
CANADA 

Good skiing 

45 

120 

8.3 

-2C Sunnyycotd 

Whistler 100% 

FRANCE 

Packed powder 

180 

440 

10.3 

-5CSnoMi shwrs 

Avoriaz 85% 

Badges 90% 

ITAUf 

Hard packed 
Good at altitude 

60 

90 

260 

130 

6.3 

7.3 

3C Unsettled 
OC Variable 

Lhngno 100 % 

ExceHeni 

78 

197 

6.3 

-2C Mild/coWer 

Macugnaga 100% 

Lower deterioration^ 

160 

6.3 

2 C Changeable 

SCOTLAND 






Cairngorm ....50% 
SWITZERLAND 

variable conds 

5 

35 

18.3 

OC Snour'wind 

VertMer 95% 

UNITED STATES 

Excellent 

70 

390 

5.3 

. -1C Changeable 

Mammoth— 100% 

firm packed 

360 

450 

11.3 

-4C 5unny skies 



Wammloa supplied by Ski Mortal e 


Calls ro 0901 cost 60p per mm. 0906 cost SI per min. 0870 call* are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 


WORLDCOVER' 



ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 
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Cheltenham Festival: A grey who looked destined for highest honours is carried from the track in a horse ambulance 

‘He didn’t 
know he 
was a 
66-1 shot’ 


Mill limps into troubled 



Andrew Longmore 
on a jockey whose 
Festival has been 
marred by serious 
injury to horses on 
the brink of fame 

NO ONE need tell Venetia 
Williams about the school of 
hard knocks. Yesterday, she 
graduated with honours. Her 
Tbeton MDl, five minutes before 
carrying the throWdnghopes of 
England, transported back 
from the racecourse not with 
the delight even the most prag- 
matic of trainers must have 
imagined but in the back of the 
same horse ambulance which 
had whisked away the future of 
poor Nick Dundee 24 hours 
before. Peering out of a tiny side 
window of the ambulance on 
the way to the equine hospital. 
Tee ton Mill's lad has Just one 
question. “Who’s won?" Such is 
the relentless rolling rhythm of 
racing. 

News of See More Busi- 
ness's success did not lift his 
heart, but, in time, the shifting 
fortunes of Paul JSteholls, the 
winning trainer might help to 
ease Williams’ suffering. Ayear 
ago, the burly west countryman 
was incandescent with rage 
after the Martin-Pipe trained 
Cyborgo had carried out See 
More Business and ensured an- 
other winnerless Cheltenham. 
This time, he was dancing a jig 
with his farrier in the centre of 
the paddock - an unlikely tango 
it was too - and celebrating his 
third winner oE the meeting. 

So much had gone perfect- 
ly for Wmiams' stable this sea- 
son, she must have been 
expecting the punch line. But 
not one quite this stunning. 
Teeton M2L the grey and his jet 
black-haired young trainee; with 
shoe-buckles of gold and a 
touch to match, had swept all 



Tail-end Charlie: Unshakable Boxer brings up the rear in the Cheltenham Gold Cup as See More Business & co. scoot away 


before them, each acting as 
chief publicist to the other's bril- 
liance. At last, a new face to 
brighten the ranks, a natural 
successor to the role of 
women's champion so conve- 
niently anu u&rfuBv vacated by 
Jenny Pitman on rue evening 
morning of the Festival, ubr 
Mrs P read Miss V Not just yet 
Racing does not relinquish its 
spoils so readfy. 

In Cheltenham's preparade 
ring. Teeton Mill had looked a 
picture, one of three greys in 
the race, the lightest of the 
three and the best fancied. The 


race had been billed, with mare 
than a touch oChyperboie, as po- 
tentially the most thrilling dud 
of En glish and Irish since the 
days of Arfcle and Mill House. 
But those two were seasoned 
protagonists; this was a race 
Into the unknown for both Tee- 
ton Mill, an upwardly mobile 
pomt-to-pointer, and Florida 
Pearl, Co latest pride of Ireland. 

The picture of the day, the 
stray of the race, was unwit- 
tingly captured right there in 
the backstage fussing Williams 
had guided her charge into 
one of the rows of stables and 


shut the doable doors, barring 
the owners and press from an 
intensely private ritual 

Only the red and white pa- 
rade doth, with tiie number 12 
and the name Teeton Mill in big 
bold tetters hung out over the 
door In the stable next doog 
Nicholls bustled around the 
sturdy frame of See More Busi- 
ness. 

The race itself was an eery 
rerun of an old video. Coming 
down the Inn, Just past the spot 
where the hopes of See More 
Business had been buried in 
1998, Norman Williamson 


warned Richard Dunwoody 
that he was about to pull out 
Dunwoody {Hilled Ftechla Pearl 
back a fraction and Teeton Mill 

veered sharply to the right and 

out of the race. Watching on tiie 
big screen near the paddock, 
Venetia W illiams ' heart must 
have sunk almost as low as the 
thousands of En g lish support- 
ers who had dug deep to send 
their champion off as narrow 
second favourite. 

Worst fears were confirmed 
when Williamson jumped 
straight out of the saddle and, 
fertile second time in two days, 


led his horse towards the race- 
course ambulance. The prob- 
lem was later diagnosed as 
tendon damage. Philip Ark- 
wright, the clerk of the course, 
said that Teeton Mill had 
slipped the tendon off his off- 
hind hock. The horse was 
strapped- up before being 
despatched to Williams’ vet, 
Liam Kearns. ‘They’ll probahJy 
be able to operate on the leg 
and get it right, but ifs a repet- 
itive injury/* Arkwright added. 
After riding a double on the 
opening day, shepherding Nick 
Dundee and then Teeton Mill to 


David Ashdotun 


racing oblivion in the last two 
days, Williamson must feel Kke 
the emotional equivalent of the 
heavyweight's punch bag. Even 
by the Festival's turbulrait stan- 
dards, the Irishman’s buffeting 
this week has been intense. 

With luck, Nick Dundee and 
Tfeeton M2I will survive to enjoy 
worthy and untroubled retire- 
ments. Perhaps they will defy 
medical law and race again But 
their pretensions to greatness 

remain fam tattsmgt y rmftiHUled- 

The same, I suspect, will not be 
said of Miss Vina year or two. 


“It’s a great day and we’re re- 
ally chuffed. He's In absolutely 
everything - the National, Irish 
National, you name it” David 
Nicholson, trainer of Go Bal- 
listic. 

Tm delighted for the horse 
more anything. He de- 
served this and he didn't know 
he was a 66-1 shot” Sheila 
Lockhart, owner qf Go Balli s tic. 
“Richard said that the horse 
migh t not have been as supple 
over erne or two fences as be has 
been in the past and that used 
up a lot of his energy. He's a 
young horse and, as we've set 
out to come here for the next 
couple of years, hopefully he'll 
be good enough- Today was 
tremendous experience for 
him, it’s the first time he’s re- 
ally c ome under pressure in a 
race.” TKQie MvMns, trainer qf 
Florida Pearl 

“He broke a Wood vesseL" Hmy 
McCoy, rider qf Unsinkable 
Boxer. 

“It was a great run and on that 
be mustbe a serious Grand Na- 
tional prospect/' Adrian Mag- 
tiiri e, rider qf Addington Boy. 
*11 he could breathe properly 
he’d win a Gold Cup. I had a lot 
of horse under me unffl he made 
a mistake at the top of the ML 
After that he couldnt breathe, 
but he gave evesything. He’s so 
brave. He was given oxygen af- 
terwards.” horcanWyer, rider qf 
Simply Dashing. 

“He was wrong in himself and 
hopefully something will show 
up." Richard Johnson, rider qf 
Escartefigue. 

“Elis jumping was just not 
great’’ Paiil Carberry, rider qf 
Dorans Pride. 

“He just wasn't good enough on 
the day Cari Llewdlyn, rider 
qfSenorELBetrutti. 

“He jumped as if the track was 
too sharp for him.’' Graham 
BmdLev. rider ofSwvu Bcaj. 


Fitzgerald’s skill speaks volumes 


Suny assistance for 
Ballistic backers 


AT 350 YESTERDAY afternoon, marked himself out, a little like 
there were more cameras. 


The rider of See More Business 
delivers words and winners with 
equal rapidity. By Greg Wood 


day was the Stayers’ Hurdle, GO BALLISTIC'S chances of BY IAN. DAVIES 
which fell to the withering late winning thfe 1 Grand. National. — _ / 

run of Anzum,' a 40-1 shot Le have been enhanced % hews Champion Chase on Wednes- 
Couriray another of Ireland's that Suny Bay; pulled up in the 
strong team, seemed to have GoM Cup yesterday will still go 
the race won at tiie bottom of . to Aintree. Simon Sherwood, his 
toe hiD, but even Charlie Swan’s trainer, said yesterday: “Suny 
sternest efforts could not repel Bay is perfectly all right, he sim- 
Richard Johnson as hexecord- ply couldn’t go the pace. All 
ed his first ever Ifestival winner bring wen, bewifl go to Aintree." 

The afternoon, though, be- Suny Bay has list 13& in the 

longed to the talkative jockey NationaLIfhe runs the weights 
from Cork, whose most tefling win be held down and Go Bal- 
comment came as he finally fistic -now 10-1 favourite for the 
broke free of the media scrum National with Ladbrokes after 
to change his silks. “I feel his startling performance yes- 
greedy” he said, “butl still want terday - wffl be able to nm off 


microphones and reporters 
crowded around Mick Fitzger- 
ald than even he could handle. 
Well almost “I'm sorry but 
I've got to go and get ready for 
the next race,” he said, as one 
last radio crew tried their luck. 
Fitzgerald walked three paces 
towards the weighing room - 
and then stopped to do another 
interview. 

Not for nothing is he one of 
the racing media's favourite 
jockeys. Fitzgerald not only 
talks, be talks unusually well al- 
most as well in fact as he rides 
racehorses. Until this week, 
he had ridden just two Festival 
winners, and the most recent of 
those was in 1995. In the space 
of three days, though, he has 
added four more, three of them 
in championship events, and 


miter Swinburn once did on 
the Elat, as toe man to have on 
your side in the big races. 

Yet just a few years ago, he 
was so disappointed tty the 
progress of Ids career that he 
was about to try his luck in New 
Zealand instead. It would have 
been a serious loss to the pun- 
ters who collected this week 
after copybook rides in the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase, Triumph Hurdle and 
Gold Cup. 

All three were presented to 
win their races with split-sec- 
ond precision. Fitzgerald was 
once given the tongue-in-cheek 
nickname of “the bank rob- 
ber”, because he seemed to 
hold everything up, but while he 
may not ride from the front as 
often at Ibny McCoy he has toe 
breadth of ability to do so when 


required. And anyw^r, his pre- 
ferred style seems be working 
rather well just now. 

Fitzgerald has now won two 
of jump raring’s three great 
prizes, with only the Champion 
Hurdle left to add to the Gold 
Cup and the Grand National 
which be won on Rough Quest 
in 1996. It was in the aftermath 
of that victory that he pro- 
duced what will probably re- 
main his most famous sound 
bite, when be said that “sex is 
an anti climax after that". It 
was a spur-of-the-moment re- 
mark and one which he now ad- 
mits he regrets. These days, he 
tries to think a little harder be- 


fore he speaks, though there is 
thankfully Utile sign of his 
speaking any less. 

Even jockeys of the quality 
of Frier Scudamore and John 
Francome did not complete 
the Big Three, and Fitzger- 
ald’s writ could be a long one. 
Then again, it could be just 12 
months, given the immense 
authority of Katarino's success 
in the Triumph Hurdle yester- 
day. 

The record of Triumph win- 
ners in the Champion is not en- 
couraging, but Katarino - 
thanks in part to his jockey -did 
not seem to have the gruelling 
experience of Cheltenham 


which so often seems to leave 
its mark on winners of the 
race. Fitzgerald was pushing as 
they came down the hiE, but by 
the time he reached the final 
flight, Katarino was travelling 
beautifully, and he quickened 
dear to win by nine lengths. 
Coral were so impressed that 
they offered just 10-1 for next 
year’s Champion Hurdle, al- 
though Ladbrokes were more 
realistic with a quote of 20-L 
The latter make Istabraq 7-4 to 
take his third hurdling c r own 
next year. with, those other Fes- 
tival winners Hors La Loi HI on 
7-1 and Barton on 10-1. 

Fitzgerald dominated the 
final day of the Festival ending 
it with a treble and the London 
Clubs Trophy for the meeting's 
teadtogjochey to put in the back 
of the car The only worthwhile 
prize that escaped him yester- 


more.” 

LONDON CLUBS TBOPHV FOR THE 
LEADING JOCKEY AT THE CHS, 
TENHAM FESTIVAL- HNAL PIACINGS; 
A wins M A Fitzgerald; 2 trim A P McOo* 
KWrant 1 win C F Swan. Mr B Gfcson, 
L 1 Wye* J TTzzaid, F M Ban* P Cratoerry, Mr 
AMartn, B Row* R Johnson. MrB PUtocfc 
JR Barry TJMupty 


lost 131b. This means he will 
have to concede just 51b to 
Double Thriltei; who finished 31 
lengths behind him fo fourth 
place in the Gold Cup. 

■ Ask Tbm, who came back 
sore after finishing last of u fin- 
ishers in the Queen Mother 


day, has been retired. “He’ll go 
to Brian Stewart Brown, his 
owner; to enjoy his retirement 
is thecompaity of Large Action 
and Arctic Call," his trainer; 
Tom Tate, said. Ask Tom, won 
eight of his 19 races, notably the 
Tingle Creek Chase at San- 
down in 1997. 

■A Tote Jackpot cany over of 
£295,473 goes to Fakenham 
today after only one 1 Op winner 
scooped a share of yesterday’s 
fund, landing £23/509. The Tbte 
also announced a record on- 
course turnover for the three 
days at Cheltenham this year. 
A total of £8,169,769 represent- 
ed an increased of 11 per cent 

GRAND NATIONAL (ArrtrM. 10 April Lad- 
brokes: 10-1 Go Bnlfeue. 12-1 Double 
ThrMer, 14-1 Addngton Boy, General Wbrfa 
16-1 Eudfcfl, Nahthen Lad, 20-i others 


Fakenham 


2L20 Conners Croft 
2.50 Storming Lady (nb) 
3.20 Yankie Lord 


HYPERION 

3.50 Antiguan Flyer 
4-20 Mr Dick 

4.50 TANGSHAN (nap) 


GOING: Good (Qood do Salt r ptacesj 

■ Lett-hand, bght course. Rurwn of 200yd 

■ Cairo e S at town off Biw& ADMISSION: Mantua* D2. Grandstand & Paddock 
!TS under- 16s free CAB PARK: Members £7 (£8 tor waning meeongsl, reel free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs D Heine B-29 (278*4). O Brennan 803 (2&?M. G Pro- 
dromon 6- 1 ® (3l6°iX J Jenkins 6-39 (15*1.1 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: M Brennan B-«2 (ISM R Dunwoody 5-1S (303M Michael 
Brennan 5-21 I23BM A P McCoy 5-31 |S1M 

■ FAVOURITES: Bi ms horn Z10 races (success rate 3SBM 
BUNKERED RUST TIME: Nose. 


27201 FAKENHAM car centre selling handicap hur- 


dle (CLASS G) £2,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1 ,815 

1 -n 30 THE GREAT FLOOD (129) (D) |Wesm Hose Raong) C Dwyer 6 12 D .0 McPhal (5) 

2 06X5 AMONG ISLANDS (BHD) (R A Kuefies) G OnrtasJcnes B H t) L Cooper (7) 

3 COURT JOWS (IS) Maarttfl H Wwantte 7 Vi 7 Ik ft Forte* m 

4 3D'*« BLDTOfT (121) (CD) |RN Fcnr^fi) S GcSnga 7 T1 6 . - — DGatagfNr 

5 ^G-25 LUCYTUFTY (13| IG Pratarxsjl G Prcdranoufl 11 5 NBchMl Bremen 

6 5P55P AJDAR (F1 1) (CD) p Lonyman) Mrs S Lamyman 8 11 3 . . _ .. .Rteiart 

7 <£7S>4 CONNH.S CROFT (17) (BCD SJMtsLWP Evans 7t)8. - AHUguteV 

B JFePQJ BON LUCK (15) (U EcTgawl B Pfaece 7 1) 0 Hr H Ephgaw p) 

- a declared - 

l&wracn*cgT- rte True ftareficap «*Sf<e fie" Luck 1 30 

BETTING: 11-4 Lacy Hilly, >1 Conner* Cron, 4-1 7he Greet Rood, 9-2 Cent Joker, 8-1 BMflfl, 

12-1 Among Hands, 16-1 Aida* 33-1 Ben Lock 

MB Sprojlieftt Rhyme 7 < 3 Mr S Dmc* f5) *-i tav fS Gtfngsj n ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The Greet Flood: Ligntty raced snee larekng Cailirok daror n 199& but showed 
he retars sores afcfcty when dose thrd to Xaipow ett Ihs marfc «i non-ante orer G40 
(salt) m Oc Goes wb! fresh and looks one to ednader if market b posmve 
Amwifl btandc: Lirfow eefler wuiner last season tor ftchard Lee. but has been rated 
oH bodi snrtn ta» new hanOer lha term and proOaUy best wattfied BI orasent 
Cowl Joker Runrsngwe* Oil »w marH, ailhou^i tound to» c*t Die bl when? lengths 
o VVesJorn General a 1 Newcastle (2m sea heap, soft) Should be thereabouts 
Bhrioft Ounce on a lengttr, 4th to never Gan Diamond a! Marvel Rosen (&nlf &eB 
heap, sold <n Oct (ram 33 ngfror but de a ppanwg once (ortoe n chase) and is re- 
turning Ircm 17- week lay-oil 

Lucy Tufty: Sesr race ter a brtg whie when beaten 'h langtha by FSv-er Frontier m se»- 
er over C&O las monm <rom 4^ <3wK Daappancng on heavy gxa/Kl snee but preb- 
jHy oonh aromer chance 

Ajdar Od net Sfw much over hundtes cr bww nearly season and has been look- 

rrg kiss than ermoxAC n recent outngs on me al-matnor 

CoranT a CroR: Much rrepowd wor and up o best sdwn O lengths 4ih to TRoS 

m useful seEer at Newc3Sda |2m3t heap. coH). Goes rwt on ogfli traefi and shorter wo 

stolid art. Maguire bcqkog a plus 

Bon Ludc No agn so Or 

VERDICT: Goad o always a bonus on tno b^n ckcuL and UK7Y TUFTY 

accoais to have an 3^Ki her good effort behnd Aver F r a ite r here Iasi month 
Her subsaguem tSsappSfing Vtorwcv effort m passfcty due c ihe testng Qraund 
CanMTs CroR kxSis tfw obvwe danger on fra Gaftercfc effart. but has yef ro m 
20 sum The Groat Hood mid t» the pek of (he nema^idor. 


2.50 


BETTING: 2-1 Knock Leader, 7-3 Bke Con* 4-1 Mrene Prince, M Sunning Lady; 5-1 Kanlng, 

29-1 Jokers Chaim, 33-1 In The Vta, 6B1 Lang Whang 

SBfl. Brohraer Boy T> Tl 5 R Ganmy D-11 Iw (M Ha is nun d) 5 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

Harrfing: Good 3rd behrrd Ripanis at Fteresfcxie dm sad) after scotsig ner 2m an 
same come, but Jumped moderately betae uwafflog Oder M Newbury tat lima. OIL 
hail lash under ha penalty. 

In The Van: Fkxr nonce over hunSes and We promise m two chase mrtkiga Brohs 
blood vowel latest start 

Joker* Charm: Some promise war hutBes, but faded off on chasinQ debut behmd 
Sad Mad Bad at Madia Rassn (&n* no* soft) 

Knock Leader UseM bumper trod hurries performer tar Maibn Pipe test term. Chen 
Ftenty to do when beaten 15 lengths by House Captain an chase debut over CAD tut 
month, junpsig adequately. Shorid improve and looks the one to beat. 

L*ng Whang: Oxasonal sigi d ahSty over hurtles (Wi ol B to Ardnom d: Twrces- 
lef). Looks tha sort to do better aver fences 

Nlnrm PrkKw LMudcy loser aver CSD 13 morntn ago and big chanes an 2D lengths 
2nd to PkTberiey Place a Ludaw (3m heap good) but prone to arras and M at Lud- 
low latest Suited by sand arriace 

Ikka Com: Pramang chaang dsbut when knt tried to gm Wb to mors mpesMnosd 
Tuchera Ibvm over 2ms( nsre ai Jvi Junpad poorly but sat n wtth chance vwien leB 
5 out btMnd StenTrytarweaftwr a Doncwter (Jm) MssL On* to oonrider 
Stem d u g Lady: Smai hunter and pome- toooner two seasons aga Pnsrtsing come- 
back when 21 lengths 3rd to Salmon Obseb at FOBestone Pm5( new. nod) n Dec 
Open to keproramem with yarn begkmbig to End form 

VERDICT: KNOCK LEADER a Bcety to gen a more aggresmr ride here than on hki 
debut and wfl not have to krrame a 9«et deri b open Hs accoisiL Storming Lady, 
who was reluming from a long lay-off when 3rd at FDkastone. has experience on her 
ade and should progesA wt* Nirvana Prince and Thke Cover are also My to hwe 
amatorsaynthe outooma 


3.20 


GRAHAM BUILDING SUPPLIES HANDICAP CHASE (D) 
£6,500 added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £4^82 


EDP CHAMPION FOR NEWS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,250 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £3,456 

&SQU HJWDWGlMifSPTnasSUdottfla -CYMta 

4SSXP (N THE YAH (32) (te5 Thorriscn toiesl L«0ton*7 n 2 SDurark 

BJP« JO«aeCH«lll(21)|NBIte3ilNUas3i8i1Z . - RGutti 

1-U242 KNOCKLEAO® C2S)(Cl(D|(ASdrcnaaOSIier*oM7Ti 3 _ JAMcCbtty 

FRW> LAWS WHANG (S8) N Boeby) Ms A J Bwty B A 2. . - - DUahy 

TPZZ-f MJWA^Pfl*C£p4)(D)3ftsTTOi)BPmKs«fl 2 Jphgfonlp) 

li?C2F TAKEC0reBp^IA&MBamWM-*npWBB1l2 ..JIMagrin 

IIM STORMING LADY PfllDUBFJ(MR8berts)Mte*ftsS 11 1.... MrRFonWilp!) 

-BBHBrtd- 



1 tara YMME lURQ Cto (Boys to (WlSSwoodTim G Boric* 

? *5Ftf1 DANGS FUW (B7) (C)(D) (R Based tin P9y B 11 9 OUcFtaBp) 

3 P34J1 PRO BONO pB) (CD) (W F Caudwd) W Cutirri B 11 5 .-WASweom 

4 33042 NOSAU (3) (D) (N Masai) N Item 9 US R Guest 

5 ROW WHPPfflSDBJQHT (20) (D)(SP Tndal) GOatesJwesT1 108 L Cooper p) 

6 3F340B SISTER ROSZA (31) (P Lamrman) Ms S Lonyman lit) B RFHiM 

7 ttHJPP JUSrBnKXpi)(AUHsaB4MsEHBaBlB)100 UraFMHdwn 

a H40PF B 1 StLD DE LA RONCE (ffl) P5 (E Harvey) A H fbn«y 7 U 0 JtVNbUay 

-Sdecund- 

MnanMiwagrr roa 1)u»tianiBcepHag/tEpsioDelJi/kmB»iiD. 

BEmnC: W Yanlde Lord, 4-1 Norom, 3-1 Dengw Ryno, 7-1 Pro Bobo, H WWpp« Drigfl, 14- 
1 SWer Rosa, 25-1 EpaBo ds la Ronca, 33-1 Just Brace 
■m BasanhalyBlI < W Uanton 9-1 (MnP Sly) Bran 

FORM GUIDE 

YbnWe Lord: Good a f fcat when faBngby9lwgtha to concede Ult to Smar^BHait- 
ngdon (3m hceft gpod). vdealy ojead by ttw ^horasr vp and kaoka major pbyer 
DangwFlynreCort9isl8nt9(to.Li**y wetner over 3m here in Janu»y(SflhionBreaa0 
ctear when fel tost) and looks wni ghte d up to his beat Would be sUtod by fantw 
Pro Bona: Thee<timeaxmwnKc Lucky (a beet Lriahw h hwttar chase over C&D 
last mareti Bea&n off rib kmer on lost handcap outing and looks up agantt It 
Noeran: Btasaiy unlucky when 10 lengths 2nd to F*var linthion x SadgsMd on Tues- 
day and returning la tom that earned t*n 3 sariy-soason wina. Strong tMattor who 
■ooha tarty traawt oriy 3» ttghw than ba»t suceeea 

Whlppera DaUgK Peahad when sconhg oH Ws mark at Pkarplon h Dec Balow tom 
shoe and qulcldv laded when 4th of 9 10 Mtrtrasnan pm good 10 srtt) here tent 
Srater taw Tuntihg down wngtits after sms of i»ka»par efforts (» bakw Iasi 
winning mark). DtfflcUr 10 fancy on latsst tlstant S 4 l to Pnme Example at Market Risen 
Just Bruce; Laieestor wmer oH 17b hgher a year aQa but right out of sorts aid yet 
to finah n three outkigs Has lemi 

Epaflo Do La Rorck Wmer S Htw over fcrens r French povanes. ftxr tron n novioe 
hnflas and OfficUl id pretfc: on return to ehBsrtj 

VBHDICT: YANKE LORD was tac*TQ a mejorfadth a ta mptog to concede welghi 
to ihe progre ca va Smarty a Huntingdon aid kwt no caato >1 deteal l-to task here 
looks eager and the shorter mp b in he tarouc Nosam is ha obrioua danger attsr hts 
SedgeWd ream to lomi On Tuesday. He appears to go panfcaJbvty wel tor Fkcharo 
Goest end s suited by a t#* course 


roEftl tote HURDLE (HANDICAP) (CLASS D) £8,000 
I J - JU I added 2m Penalty Value £5^80 

1 B3IP01 GETTHEPOMr(8)(D)(RLHa*r)SG(**js5G2(7ta) 

2 0321 PROMMGEn (D) (tEBoim) G UunG C2{7M— 

3 P4M0 BLURflBP(B71QiUPMKrinB4kl'ttDVkfnaB , t1 U 

4 14210 XMPETE m tto) WIN Mbsci^N M ason 7 n 7_ 

5 W5 BHARBTO (O) (0) (Ms P A Whfc) J Cuban 10 11 7. 

6 '2009 AimOUAN FftBI pB) (CO) (G Predonn4 G nortami 0 11 

7 00611 USCOWAJCr (17) (0) {Ihs nwmanO kks M Jones B 11 0~ 

B -0R5B CADBURY CASTLE (22) (D) (5 P Thad) Q OwrkrsOonss 3 13 IT 
B MU2BB PHAHLY RE& (28) (CD) (V Suy) D Buriiol 703— 

-BOedtnel- 

BETTVa B-S Wacoodua, 1W Provkiee, Xafpat^ 134 Gel Tha Point, 1M AoUgum Rye* 12-1 

BharWo, 16-1 Ptnriy (tori, 18-1 Bhared. Cadtaoy Caafle 

OBI Arriguan Flyw B t)0 Mchael Bnwian 0) 114 ?5 hodnmou] 6 m 

FORM GUIDE 

Get The Potab Duel waiter at KMcester end gw hare last flms when taring off 
Warn GpriL Wsatar race hero wth a penalty but preiera rlghMiand course 
Province: Towcester fcxm agatat Ismeno shoe boosted end won Sendom tmtmrt 
race (beat Studo Thirty test Sraurday Ctances even wflh 7lj penalty 
Btunrad: Malden ewer hureBea and Wed in tongue strap led time (71h to Briedr hare). 
Hart to fancy wUh IttlB known cMmer aboard 

XripaiKContokie&cheringandlMtlngwdhsuccee&coesatiJonttheauraeinOo- 
tobar (beat Hwar Golf Dtamond). Has men throe chases skice and grotnri to sift 
Efhartato: Liu a sharp course and gxxl wknar at Vhnwck (set season. Sdft tarit 
on reappearance there (talsd off behnd CoUhard). W1 he ground 
AntlBum Flyar: Prefare tasttsh gourd and won this race lest year (bael Ctaasto Eagle 
6 lengths). Windsor winner in December end ct ai twte d stronger race an iraitaUe 
test &rw fBtfv al 7 to MamsehAi Ofeetoem) 

MInconduet: Improving mere who defied a amtf panrity wBh ease at Cedericfc (Based 

down to beet Madge hk^AHh) after the hemarive eucoess et FolwtorK 19b hith- 
er marie here so eoffaat tea to (Ms 

CaAuy Castle: Has man only ariers and faced vary sOfl task at Wncenfcn last time 
when 5th to Hot N Saucy. Ltae good pound 

Pharfy Reef: Just one wm (setar) tram W starts and hart to feflCy CBi of IB to Rhcr 
Frontier to seta here tat time) 

VERDICT: The last Sme Get Tha Point ran on a left-hand trade he hung to he rljfit 
H6 subsequent win at Tbwcevter was a game rftort but heb bach r»i a lafthand cause 
ttxfayr Northern tralnadXalpatohwtr nvii fad down hem far a wtrrbefare.M ltcraidu c i 
Is on a rot but her whs hare been on Baft gromf end ahe has to defy a tib ite. The 
vakiabto be tad with AMTIGIIAN FLYER, winner of mis 12 monhs ago and greedy 
sUtodbytftodfyiftflCondtiQna 


4.20 


WILLIAM BULWEFUONG NOVICE HUNTER CHASE <H) 
£3,000 added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Vriue E2JJ23 

1PS2F AnGHT9CfTWO(to(JavM)MaNkMeDrkar71lS UrNKhgm 

1R4*3R BARNAD0HN05 (IfcsJECtx*) S Andev«9 II 9 Ur S Andrews 

_MrA 


UWM SUACHAILL DANA (^9teJGarfsy)Uu JQotay Bits - 
44503- CHESTER BEN pi®! 5 } FA Bartupd Us P Bartnpe V 11 9 — Mrs F Nied h w n I 

PPflP JUNGUrnESH(2S^(MsRnoiMU3RPUrion61tB WdAgorm 

PPP2?I UFEOFBHAII(MnPWiy«JWvtoB11S MrMOnHlp) 

fflM IBIMKWOtaJCoopa)MraJCBnpw9V^ UrS&dn 

IBM RIWBBBO(aP)|Jfl»fcrriU«TWi0llB — ; HnTM(7) 

3833P ACKSOOUmp^fMni JFtaB9UsJFtead7TT 9 Mr N Boom R 


KM SEWUGHT 
6P40- TOMUYSWI 
PPM- WNT3S COTTP 
iWJP WORTHY 


EHrtMkBRB. 



to J Santas OH 9. 
CNhmoTlr B. 


Uv4 MUbyd 11119- 


jftAammq 

Mr T Lane (7) 

-HrLurn 


JVGI 
JUrRHRMMrpj 


Juitfe Rreste Ugfriy raced and 2 length winner from Sr Boeicn at Cottanham (2rn4i 
good) on reeppetsmoa. Prominent tor long way but mnrluaBy piAed up behind Com- 
nworrie m Chsrtig pn good) atertn#* tatec 

LVe Of Brian: Pronto In maidan opens this season, 1Jenotfi2nd to Vbrfty Uatanttoe 
and then kept on strong^*) beat Bugsy Moran at Kghem (good) Obvtoim chance 
and palnared by last yeerti wntog jockey 

Mr Dlcic Wtonv of 7 pdnt-*>-pc*ifB and ran writ tor long way h Akttrao race won by 
Martto Boy In Aprl Sura to krpnara on seoaonri SJsngth 2nd to Forest Fbuntafn 
Fftrera End: Threedmee pokm wksw last torm and creritaUa and to Gbisnock Lad 
at FohestOTB pnd) at baCkmd W1 be better lor B&taiglh 3rd to Royal Surprise af 
BerDury Caacte 

RoscoMrt: Modest placed torn last season and faded from three out on reappear- 
ance when faced with stttt fade behind Branto e hB Buck at Marta 'Bay 

Shearoora: Ffatooverhurdbs with MUry Hammond (2nd to Rentier Fight) and priod 

t*> ki only point Hrat start tor over a year 

Straight FoohRaappiMred to WshcredkaMe neck 2nd a Houselope Spring at Brock- 

leSby Park (good) Has wen a pow so goes on riion-tst 

Ibnenys Webb: Rsvertod to hmjfas on final start fast season after hunterohase 4fh 

(bin 37 lengths) to Stovenamon Mtet at DoncaaW. Layoff to defy 

VWntei Cottage: Foatgound peribrmarand IWahsd last term (maced since) wflh 

3-Wngth win *nom Tythertogtan at ChadtkMtay Cortwrt 

.Worfliy Me n rrato a; C aem i ’ ig ly on ttUa acccmt 

VERDICT! MR DICK wins He share of races between the attorn and has his chance 
to stfae war regUtabon fences. He wB be si the nter lor Hs recent second end Is Be- 

ly to appreefato this Miorter trip A he danger is the yowger Jingle Fteah. who hs 
vron ouerthls sort of trip at Cottanham LMa Of Brian must also bah vtlih a read shout 


4.50 


EDP CHAMPION FOR SPORT CONDITIONALS' MAID- 
EN HURDLE (E) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2^14 


COO BUSTED RAT (II) (RBunrigs) Mrs J Down 6 118 Lee 

DOCTOnnCX5(LWMhgm)LWbidn^B(n5118 Rltasaey 

0 OUH HJGLEY (HZ ) (11) (P IMHownH P WWraontl 5 11 8 OUcPhri 

05 PEIBIPBffECT(Z3:-iPL«nyrTvrt toSLanyTOnSTl 8 LConmnU 

PP-00 VBVET JONS (Fi ') (UaJ GhBritsJmd G CharitsOcnesBii B XCooMr 

ABLE LABS (PB8) p Pmrianai) 6 ftrrinwni ill s. R VfOUtT 

3WT0 HURRICANE JANE p2)(MRot»ris)Uflct»rlB » 11 g .TPtariesM 

3®a I JUST A MADAM (7B3) (M J Ongri) fan A E JchiEcn 9 n 3 .JAchaei Bream 

-BSnB TANGSHAN (CAN) (17) (to S Thorecn Jore^ Mrs □ Hare S n 3- .SDuradc 

OR) JAMOW DANCSt (2S) (M Saris) M Bb*s< tl 0 flStntntaa 

P SABRE BUTT (65) (ffa^nridllAlnpkn* HO DtooMnstAB 


Bfl*ie)toEB‘ft«mDil4. 

-lidBdmd- 

BEniN& B4 Mr Dk±, 3-1 Ufa 0( Brian. » Jungle Hrah, 8-1 Rhwt End, 10-1 A ngbt Sri IWo, 
SfaiW* Foot. Wii w a Cubag e, tH BraitoHL2a4rihn 
U9S:StarayVbfcySll2ikUGingri(7)4-1 (BDontag) Oran 

FORM GUIDE 

A Higti Set TVwk SMength end to Dream Pacta* at Hgham and wa« beaten whan a 
faftrriFatasme (race won By^ toncappegfi) Hgliam winner last Aprl [good) 
Bnma duwn: Wirwmg porflW but tnodasf tom Ufa season (ran Out whan beeton at 
H^hem fast a«0-3W*o to be respected here 

Bueehain Dm: Dual winning power and deer of Chester Ben when aj&fenglh and 
to to MoOwoor at Garlhaipe h Mqt Baton dafance whan 4th to Masira %by at Din- 
tfroptess Dme . . 

Chaster Ben: Modest sort wtthouf a rocent ryn HaW by Buechal Dana, sndatoftrr- 
awd over 30 lengths behind A RghtSatfwo at HBhan h Aprl 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
8 
7 

a 

9 
V 
It 

BEmHk M Hwlcans Jane, 5-2 tangatan, 11-a JanCnto Dancaq 3-1 Store Butt, 13-1 Our Fu- 
gt*K AHe Lata, 14-1 BnaCNlReL VWnt Jome, 13-1 others 
tat ***** 4 11 o Metwsl Berman 2-S to (N Ctogton) 14 hi 
FORM GUIDE 

Butod Flat: M&it appadate rts better gound but an BR-bunper horse who fa ^ 
My to hue the pece to figua 

Doctor Wcto: Seywnnj Hdq n o w co m or -gatohg best wBtened 

On- Fugtay: NeraJSaolBnd-brad flaking end 66-1 on debut at FontweB whan 9 th at 

■ft to wann tonurto Smlnt Pitted hart erri ng do bettor on Ufa tarar sulwe 

Paler Rertact Sth in stoer at Souttmel fast month and turned out S days Itor to 9 

6lh of 16 to Owraman In stor at Donca3ter 

Valwri Janes; Beaten In poor races of V. to Oaduy Castle in Haretort aeleri 
but Ur showing on Flat since whan Edltfn to Gankia at LkigBaU (toi) 

Abfa Lass; CfasatoMuEtohraemakfag her debut ah at 11 to KaW over im el Ur» 
Held n November BB7 and neodad run h Decentoer (irat to 7 merthe} 

Huitona Jana: Hampered and fal ki Rato Hayb race a Kemptan and Bno 3rd rad 

tkne to Caahopienly ki Warwick h eap Still task bsttima (9lh to Brain Blue a Hum- 
hfldon print) Probably bat to - ewer totowb trip Acta on fast ground 
Juol A Madam: Extoinper (3rd io SuAjk t5fl fit Souttivnl) and wimng poktee Ae» 
on fast orouid but Ilia tort lor over two years 

rangahareMtoaBlStriuto trained on Flat Set strong paosrtCaitariefc last month (Sth 
to My Desperado) maihflfibridua and towed on toe wtwnem to Mteoopriua In rvy 
larick h'oax Ftoe ehenca in ttiis weak race and siabta u be respoefad 
Jamorin Drawer Tramd by kfchasl Jareti to win Milong maldsn ri LlngMd. Bought 
toZaflOOgis and tolas big doptictasaritariuis at Kempam and Sandown (twice) 
Brito Din: Ftoid witii uniai tongue strap tor tiunte debut and not eurpriak^y toted 

1«m three out ki good race won by Scarlet Bnpamal lower pade today 
VERDICT! A wy weak race wfth H ia ri can e Jane haring a teadng chance on her 
ttM to Csshepfanty In aoh ground at VlfanMdc. She Iras Mnce taBad over a toner trto 

and, being a daugnter a* Strong Gato can ba expected to Ww on tola Mar {potm 

TANGSHAN haa rui from ihe torn betore end ooMd aet 143 a azaabio toad an ttta 

sharp couse. AfatUtfanarehafatoma HMntoywl Which haetobegretoy respected 
on tw An toerestfag outsider Is Jranortn Dsacer now M he tales a hugs 
drop In class ... 
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Mandela throws hat in the ring 
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A fortune and 22-carat gold belt are 
on offer if Lewis-Holyfield n goes to 
South Africa. By Richard WSllfamg 

, 5*AS IF the politics surrounding United States, where theMatfi- 
ifthe Holyneld-Lewis re-match bod Smun> Rimfen rmnniM. 
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assist :imr for 
stir hackors 
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,fme Holyfield-Lewis re-match 
were not already complicated 
enough, the world’s most fa- 
mous politician yesterday 
stepped into the ring. Nelson 
Mandela, a former boxer him- 
self, tiered to stage the fight to 
decide the undisputed heavy- 
weight championship of the 
world in Johannesburg, possi- 
bly m front of a crowd of more 
than 100,000 people. 

Representatives of the South 
African president have met 
Panos EHades, Lennox Lewis’s 
backet; m London to offer an al- 
ternative to the existing sce- 
narios for the re-run of last 
Saturday's controversial draw 
at Madison Square Garden. 
According to Eliades, they of* 

. fered “twice what anyone else 
% would bid”. 

Possible venues for the fight 
in South Africa are the FNB 
Stadium in Soweto, the Na- 
tional Stadium, and Ellis Park, 
the venue of the 1995 Rugby 
World Cup final The winner 
would receive the Mandela 
Belt, made out of 22-carat gold 
and allegedly worth £3m. 

The organisation set up to 
bid for the event is called The 
80th Punch, in recognition of 
Mandela's age at his retirement 
in June. Moto Mabanga, the 
body’s principal organiser, 
pointed out that Mandela had 
boxed in his youth, and re- 
mained a fan of the sport 

“He has repeated several 
times that the only thing he’ll 
regret when he retires is that 
he never had a chance to be- 
come a champion, thanks to the 
apartheid laws,” Mabanga said 
yesterday at a press confidence 
given by Lewis at a hotel near 
Heathrow Airport “So we’ve 
decided as a nation to create a 
belt the Mandela Belt to hon- 
our him. Vfe hope to have the 
fight in August or September” 

The question of money was 
brushed gently aside. “We are 
doing all we can as a nation to 
make sure that our president 
does not retire with any re- 
grets,” Mabanga said “There 
is a lot of money dying about 
and to get tiie fight to South 
Africa we ready need to get the 
bid in as soon as possible.” 

According to Eliades, other 
bids can be expected from the 


United States, where the Marfi- 
son Square Garden organisa- 
tion would Efee to promote the 
fight at Yankee Stadium; from 
the new Mfflenniiim Stadium in 
Cardiff, after its inauguration in 
the 1999 Rugby Work! Cup; and 


m iniates Itony Banks, would 
like to see ft take place at TOan- 
bley Stadium. 

But any venue outside the 
including Sooth Africa, is in- 
evitably disadvantaged by the 
need to fit the event into Amer- 
ican . television's prime-time 
scheduling window. *Td hi» to 
fight in Loudon,” Lewis em- 


evening viewers on both coasts 
of the US, the boot would have 
to take place in the early hours 
of the British morning. 

AU three organising bodies, 
the World Boxing Association, 
the World Boxing Council and 
the International Boxing Fed- 
eration, have agreed to waive 
mandatory title defences in 
order to ensure a unification re- 
match in six mouths' time. 
Lewis's manage*; Frank Mal- 
oney, said that they hoped to 
conclude negotiations for the 
fight within the next 10 days, al- 
though Eliades acknowledged 
the difficulty of negotiating with 
Don King, Evander HoIyfiekTs 
manager; who promoted the 
first fight 

Both Malonqy and Eliades 
expressed scepticism at the 
idea of King promoting the re- 
match, wherever it may take 
place. They pointed out that he 
had been unable to sign letters 
of crttfit in advance of last Sat- 
urday’s event, guaranteeing 
$20m (£UL5m) forHofyfieldand 
just under $l0m fix: Lewis. He 
had been bailed out by Home 
BaxO£Bce,thepayperview(fis- 
tributoi; winch had seemed the 
boxers’ purses while permitting 
King to go an and take around 
$14m in promoter’s profits from 
the fight 

But Eliades felt that even 
that windfall might not put 
King in a position to guarantee 
the purses at the re-match, for 
which Hojyfield is asking $25m, 
wbfle Lewis is demanding par- 
ity with whatever his opponent 
receives. ‘TTwe cant agree,” be 
said, “we’ll go to purse bids on 
a 50-50 basis.” 



An apparently unblemished Lennox Lewis - the ‘uncrowned, undisputed champion’- at yesterday’s London press conference Reuters 


Lewis, introduced to the 
metfia by Maloney as “the un- 
crowned undisputed heavy- 
weight champion of the world”, 
was asked whether he consid- 


urday’s fight, at which each of 
the threejudges produced a dif- 
ferent verdict, to have been in- 
competent or corrupt. “I think 
ft was incompetent,” he readied. 

“Looking at the fight I foil to 
see where Evander HolyfieM hit 
me wife a jab,” Lewis added, “I 
was scoring with the jab all 
night, and when I threw my 
right hand he was eating that 
up as well.” 

Lewis felt satisfied with his 
performance. “A lot of things 
can be made out of what you 
should have done or could have 
done,” he said. “I never do 
that Now; looking at it, yes, if 
rdreahseditwas^omgtohap- 
pen like that, Td definitely have 
realised my only hope was a 
knock-out and gone after it 


“People say, why didn't you 
finish him off in the fifth round? 
But to me he wasn’t as hurt as 
I thought Pve always said that, 
as a fighter, Evander HofyfieZd 
shows true grit He’s got a 
great big heart. He’s a person 
who can take punches and 
comeback. 

“I didn’t feel I could go in and 
throw combinations without 
him coming back. He was def- 
initely playing possum. This 
time I felt that I did it techni- 
cally right What more can I do 
but next tune knock him out? 

“But I feel that a lot of ques- 
tions about me were answered. 
There are still some questions, 
and m answer them as well. 
Evander Hblyfidd is holding my 
belts for me. They're actually 
niy belts, buthe's holding them. 
If Evander’s a man, be should 
admit that he got beaten and 
handme my belts^But he’s not 
that kind of character” 

In New York after the fight 


Lems had expressed doiubt 
that Holyfield would want to 
face him again. Yesterday he 
had slightly modified his view. 

“We’re ah driven by (Efferent 
things,” Lewis said. “Evander 
Holyfield says he wants to be a 
billionaire. So, looking at good 
fights out there. I'm the only 
fight that he needs, that the 
public is once again demand- 
ing.” 

In a reference to Jean 
Williams, the New Jersey offi- 
cial whose scorecard gave 
Holyfield the fight Lewis was 
asked if he thought women 
should judge boxing matches. 
“I think women can judge box- 
ing,” he said. “Good ones. I 
think they should go through 
criteria like any other judge, 
and be tested. Evidently this 
one is new to the game and 
she’s gone through a whole 
heap of problems ” .. 

Lewis welcomed the news 
that the New York attorney 


general had announced his in- 
tention to impanel a jury to look 
at the way the fight was judged 
He and CTades were due to give 
evidence to the inquiry over the 
phone yesterday afternoon. 
“Everything should be looked 
into,” Lewis said “There’s ob- 
viously some kind of conspira- 
cy going on. In this fight I 
would say the public got hurt as 
well, not just me. They came to 
see the crowning of a champ- 
ion and they really didn't get 
that Fd say Don King should 
apologise to them. And so 
should the judges.” 

Eliades mentioned the post- 
fight allegation that Ms 
Williams, appointed by the IBR 
had been declared bankrupt six 
weeks before being named to 
judge the fight Maloney point- 
ed out that her name had not 
been on the original list of five 
IBF nominees, and had only 
been put forward later He nev- 
ertheless declared that he did 


not believe the rumours that il- ' 
legal payments had been made. 

“I certainly wouldn't ques- 
tion the integrity of Larry 
O’Connell or Stanley Christo- 
doulou, because 1 know both 
men and Pve worked with them 
previously,” Maloney said. “I 
don’t know about the lady 
judge. But I think she’d be 
very stupid if she had. because 
she'd be feeing quite a long 
time in prison.” 

Nevertheless, Maloney frit 
that the affair might produce a 
benefit “It's opened the eyes,” 
he said, “and it may clean up 
boxing's act, in terms of the re- 
lationship between promoters 
and sanctioning bodies.” 

Arrf what would Lewis do dif- 
ferently next time, assuming 
that - following inquiries and 
subpoenas and a transatlantic 
battle of financial wits with 
Don King- there isanext time? 
The boxer said; “Td definitely 
bring ay own judges.” 


SPORT/25 

Judges’ 
probe as 
fight row 
deepens 

BY Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

THE LEWIS-HO LYFIELD unifi- 
cation title fight moved ton the 
ring to the courtroom and 
debating chamber yesterday as 
the bout turned into a heavy- 
weight legal row. . 

The fight judges .said that 
Lennox Lewis and Evander 
■ Holyfield fought to a draw last 
weekend, but the verdict raised 
an uproar. It emerged yester- 
day Ihat a criminal investigation 
is under way whidrcould end 
in prosecutions. 

The Manhattan District 
Attorney has convened a grand 
jury in New Ybrk to investigate 
speculation that irregular pay- 
ments may have been made to 
judges in the fight, and to ex- 
amine' how the judges were 
chosen. Judge Stanley Christo- 
doulou of South Africa had 
Lewis ahead; Eugenia Wiliams 
of the US gave Hdyfiddthe fight 
and Larry O'Connell of Britain 
called it a draw. The DA became 
involved at the request of the 
New York Qty council speaker 
Peter Vallone, who said he be- 
Eeved that Lemgwpas “robbed”. 

The chnic&re> judges was 
controversiaFv&n the start 
The World Boxing Council 
strongly objected to the choice 
of Williams, and put forward a 
British judge in place of its 
original choice, a Belgian. 

Several other inquiries are 
also under way. Roy Goodman, 
a state senator from Newark, 
was at the fight and, like most 
of those present he was 
shocked. He convened the 
Committee on Investigations in 
Albany the state capital, to 
hear witnesses yesterday. 

Don King was expected to 
attend, along with Bobby Lee, 
the president of the Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation, and 
Williams. The other two judges 
* were to testify by phone. Good- 
man has taken a long-term 
interest in the health of boxing 
in New Ybrk, and shut the sport 
down 20 years ago after can- 
cernsfbout safety. 

The New Ybrk State Athlet- 
ic Commission has its own in- 
quiry, prompted by the state 
governor Geoige FhtaM, and a 
probe by the New Ybrk Attorney 
General has been suspended 
wbfle the grand jury is sitting. 
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FOLKESTONE 

HYPERION 

2.00 Little Miss Lucy 2^0 Royal Raven 2L00 Edwar- 
da &30 BucWand Lad 4*00 Monks Soham 430 Den- 
var Bay 5.00 Gunnerbe Posh 

GOING: Chase coose - Good: Hwtfcs course - Good to Salt 

■ ftflht-hand. uidubtng course. 

■ Coma a 6m Wol town oH A20. Westenhanger station aefoira cone. 

ADMISSION: CU> 6 Tattereaio P0: Picnic Part £4 par car pbs M per 
occupant tree. CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J Gifford 13-71 <«3M □ Grlaae* H-70 
raJM N Henderson 10-29 045*). ■ Wpo 7-32 (219%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: N WMamSon 15-61 0tfi%).MAFtaa«nM1t- 
TO 083%; A R McCoy »S7 rea%l p HWe 9^5 (QB%) 

■ BWOURfreS: 10-273 WQ3%L BtWcered let Bme: Sflvwy Iwotsd. 200 
LONG DISTANCE THAVELLEH: PunlTS Ber 1*30) sen 31B mta 

r o fih l HOSPICE ON THE HILL MARES CLAIMING 
l^ ,W l HURDLE (F) E2^50 2m If 110yds 

1 CC LfTTU: BBSS LUCY pW) M HkS*v3o 5 ft 9 | Po !* 1 

2 11S3S) UtSS ONDEE [FKI (100) (D) M P<* 3 

3 (£00 3UISW fill 5 Wjqtfnan *H3 - -RTTanSDey 

4 Ott UEGALU TOJRS(F4Z8)LWri»»*rtalB'nO — __A. Aapefi 

5 tWEP WCUMAT10M (I1J (CD) Ms L Jesel 5 11 0 It Stopyi m 

6 09 MSS SCARLETT (25) Its P TfeBey 6 H 0 JQoM aa tn ffl 

7 400 NOOTA OM£rTE(t S)MflEto*T51T0 . - -Q-fom ay 

8 OWOOTAICEIWTWWFnWIJKinseilO .L CawniM P) 

II 454*0 StnaA C3) DOBren 5»tl - NBaefirtorra 

0 » UTTLE ELEANOfl (32) GL Mocre4 03 

it 12&0 UTRE WSS ROCKH1 f17t^ (0) HHaadSOB ^*5?SS 

C F46 WSS SCOOTER |RB) U UuggsndgE 4 B 3 DCraachp) 

BEnwa: wlBwOadae.4-1 UBIa MBs t«T. M Indbat liw. iw W« Soorfr 
« W-1 Sta. 1 M ■WaflaioiwK. 2W HontegneBA 25-1 rttar* 

FORM VERDICT 

WMOnaeetfwdo ratted la* 

ter n December Howwer. raefl caid ttardy be water a na a t ie a 

hud a> oppose at the 

r*sN consdff UTTLE MISS LUC^who ran nuffi beUer^ on twr saesna 
nn mi lutfto and can twite on agan. 

roonl HOSPICE ON THE HILL NOVICE CHASE (D) 
lr ,ou l £5^50 added 3m 2f _ 

1 iraOUT WOOOIAIOS BEAU (18) H Aina 711 O 

! 3006P& CCRNEXOlAflGEmDPusgaiti na £0»w|| 

3 P0WS3 B0EM«AD(1«)MrsDHj«9n3 . B ” *" 

* sasffi MomwEeoiatere’tta--^ — " — “TS2 

5 3>!*FT> MWaR»EN(iaJG«»d8J’3-” CLtaSSn 

6 FUR- UPTH8COUWTHTg1W HCJlB7 113 cuawwjn 

BETTWa 1W0 BOrtrOfc 7-1 WwxSffKU tew. 7-1 Royrf !»■««. 10-1 UpTI» 
Cnattf, W-1 Com Exchange, 25-1 Edg« Ahead 


L SOUTHWELL 

HWERION 

1.40 Repton 2.10 Western Command ^WOBremto 
Magic 3^10 Oovedon Times 3-40 Cool Secret 4.10 
Keen Hands 4.40 Sounds Lucky 

DOING: Standard STALLS: Jnsfflf h __, y. 

ORAW ADVANTAGE: kbddh> to tow «***•“ W,w7t 

"Fhnw sufliai. tofl hand 

■ Couse a Sm w d nmo*. ^ aB ® s 5 n ^522l < £f? 0 *' a cowsa 

SON: cus CC. tmwsate £® 9 R Bo*wh« *3- 

N LEADING TRAINERS: H 

W HUM J L Eyre <C 3M UMSIi ” L 

■ LEAUNO JOCKCTS: J Outon w * BHr 37 

Owraock 35-331 0 %L o DuRWd »SJSS?mrn«* t*TA 

■ FAVOURITES: 495- W80 (334%) gUNKEH ED F1HSI 

PT jffl ZEUS APPRENTICE HANDICAP (F) (DIV I) 
LL™jc 2 ,rso added lm4f 

’ «C5 MOMMmm wsMBneee - ^55gJjJ T 

i tS2» tWTRACHELn87)mW JBntorffl* 

J sag wMMsanu«».ia*.My. s A 7 " " ^,dm«»9»bs 

; -■ "“jaweBedBermi 

f BSBSlMDSTSI>IMT(IS)(CO) f, ^a3 - - " ^SRto»"P3B 

! noocwoLMmwCTNB^fJ.ii — 

* 8533? SHEPHERDS REST (99 « - < • ‘ 

T 'i tan ttoy.fl.1 Mpon. iw IWta. i*- 1 


[pArvI KUS APPRENTICE HANDICAP (f) (°1V 10 

Cliill C2.750 *Medlm4f DiwfcnffiTB 

’ -»*JOI«TWJOKEROTI^|^^ 6 i8«^r5o«Sle« 

; a-w WES CAPTAK ft f) a E9 . 8 o^) 

> »S21 KSIOW cOWMtoC W^^ ^ 1 3 B ^ P1 1 8 


FORM VERDICT 

MCNTiloecIsnEisouilien; notwIMnfeig Ng yard sSI bang quel and 
Vn tod that t» a untried beyond ZmBt Ha looked in nsedoflirtiK when 
■ stayingoi second over amS has tost time and awn as it stands ra 
farm makes hhnuery much the pick d those 

|o nnl HOSPICE ON THE HILL NOVICE HURDLE (E) 

I £2^00 added 2m If 110yds 

1 4-SSO POTWBaBOf13)(BF)JAWuS5U9 TJ Murphy 

2 MXBf NR WBJ) (USA) (FBD8) T D Ifccfftv 8 11 2 Oftmowp) 

3 P0U5H LEGION (F31) J AWust S S 2 .CUmlyn 

4 68- ROSSTOWNPOS) JJsMe6U2 HGrtttBaR 

5 QQ TOUNG NA2AAD (Fioo) OOBnenBTl 2 WMmtan 

G DP HUff CWPPQT M Jonas BWH B Rowed 

7 3S H3WARDA(t2fl MPiw4Gt>, AP McCoy 

B UOHNWGSDWg=2B3)RSbonge4fl)B 6lrS Strange (7) 

9 OB TB8UJN M D OBrten 4 to B UB«tdWtor(5) 

D -2 PALATIAL (USA) (22) (BF) lAa DHane 4 103 GUnmy 

-lOdeehnd- 

BEmKfc 7-4 PhtroBenKm,9-4 Patou, 11-4 EihmdA 10-1 Ugfatnhg Star, 12-1 
PnBeh Lagtoo, 2S-1 Rote Taw, 33-1 aUm 

FORM VERDICT 

The «m to uunu et tou to on are EDWARDA, Pietro Bembo and Pale- 
fW. The Srewamed was quits nvrssstat at Wvwiek and is iwnn an- 
oftff chance eftor h« Chettanhem tolura h tie Butuma 

jo on I HOSPICE ON THE HILL HANDICAP CHASE 
° ,JU I (CLASS D) E530 added 2m 

1 -ttW BUCKLAND LAD (14) {CQ OGnarf 8 it tl NUOamsan 


7 8S0M !»0WWPIWCeSSpnM»Sltol4B7 AlfcGkmeS 

8 O4040B M«POUR(T1|RHBtaheffiS9fl PMCtobB(7)> 

B -403CS SHAflPUCNKEVftllfCt^IAlNrtEaaarABe JFEbbIOV 

D 3 «S 1 A»mOMEVaaURE(n)(CqWOspnn995 BHtfttnp)? 

K HNEWDGBLADttGtOJ)4Ltto»995 SSffMkmS 

e 0QM2 EA5TLERBI (42) (Q ffi) H Hcimhaed B94 ACo*nt»4 

G SOOO NND PRMCE (J17) RWiahsr794 tantocKeom6 

1* «liO> SUN MARK (J13) Use J Craze BB4 SVM*terl 

BETTING: 4-1 ntaney Jeer. M Buotkm Magic, B-1 Broaone Lha, 7-1 Hngdbip 
Boy, Mo^tg Pitocaxe, B-1 Anonjrn, 10-1 Awxranw taAxa, EaxtWs^i, 14-1 urban 

lo"™ APOLLO MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
d.lU| STAKES (F) £2,750 added 3VO « 

1 05032 DWB90NTWE5(9)HAl4»fy90 NDeyl 

a OOOOO- PWNCE OP ARAGON (ISO K 1*1*7 90 Mirth Dwyur2 

3 OBiM SO W±WG (3BD H Dora 9 IL IWemr7 

4 oev RVaffiMBKWVPTnNUDnodaiSS TGHeLwsNhfi 

5 DOOM fWXYOTSSENCEpT) B Baugh BS JF^*SV 

ft xm&O 8GA8EUXCQ)KBsIBB J Be wa n a y A 

7 3fr SUGHTty DUSTY (336}P Bans B 9 CC05«np)3 

ft 02260 WNt3REOAMBp5) DBartffGS TWHmft 

bettmB: &4 Sae-BaBa. M Dowdon TBsas, 5-1 Go HtHng. 7-1 Thncred Ansa, 
W- 1 8806* DWtft 1M Macs DC tan*, Bqxdffsa. 3M abet 


5 3PP2FP DSOCHEUR (FH) (1^ MrsL'Biytar 8G13 TJ Murphy 

6 5POFP UPWARD SURGE (9Q p) 11 Ledger B O 0 lftsNLa«ar 

-SdMlared- 

lfinfaaiD»toBW:i0n.^fmacspweigteUkji«nfSfflgeaa5to. 

BEHIHG: lie Bifaklend led, 94 Panes. » Coctteae Hffo, 1 1-e GtaY Geoi, 
20-1 Dnfchen 68-1 Upward Surge 

FORM VERDICT 

BUCKLAND LAD has a lot gDinfl far fen and hea wry said cSarns. Pro- 
osaelw and Bis pfcfc ol tha we^ss cn his hat me out vwi he has tm 
ow C&D and though tortoyh ground la tastar then B me tor that Mast 
NiA ns afftoce ou^t not be a pattern. The any aigs negaive la e poor 
run on Til penttnvto start but ganeEily he it pretty coraiaent 

rxnnl HOSPICE ON the HILL HANDICAP HURDLE 
l^' uu l (F) £2^50 2m 6f 110yds 

1 -1IP44 DOUBLE STRIKE (IQ Ms PS^B 11 B WUaiston 

2 133E6 MHAMOUNT (23) (CO) T UcGnem 9 11 ft BRnffd 

B 4304 FOUNTAIN BS fq R Dean 7 it 2 JGOktotatoF) 

4 FPBD33 MONKS SOHM4 p3>GIUtaadll II 2 R Thorton 

5 322064 AWfitSOITILCFR) (13) (CDjGMAurt BOD DftttfflB 

6 GPflJ SALMBAN (FR)(32) (CO) DOBnen7CG A P McCoy 

7 48WnTUMMO(CAN)(F11)JJrtiMBTJG MttO«t»(5) 


5 DD31- MMKMGM4nf3l(l63mMaAKinBGH4 ANkhDlBSB 

6 0MS3 »U«NS«fll)(P)UO*p™n980 SHgttanp)3 

7 08006 APPWBO pH M Qum 4 7 G EmSy Joyc« (B)9 

6 4CT5 DOUBLE ECHO(fl) (CO ) JBelhel 117 1) — LGnNNr(7)B 

9 30000 COfVBt COOKIE (39) UPOSP>“ 4 7 13 — ^ CCogae{3)4 

«rww. 7SM(». nwwn^D0ttEctoV7&Cap(»Clx*»aiKBx 
BET7WQ: 2-1 Wtatwn Command. 3-1 Rf**r Clptikv H Karineka, 13J Jr*n- 
pla Tha Jofcaft 8-1 NSy Ktog Mayhem. DmUa Echo. 1H Nan 

lo - fn l HERA CLASSIFIED CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £2,750 added 1m 

1 MOflO MM8«FaamCTIisASiierbai*8BG GDtdWdC 

3 543434 KUAIMEY JAZZ (13) (C0»G Dana 4 9H UtottuKIlB 

3 OQffi BRaMXWIIA(aC(42)CCD)DMchetoE99 AtoaGreareBO 

4 OOOS ANONYM fl6) (CD) PF) G U Ifcne 7BB — 

5 QHtSI (ONGCWP BOY (23) (02) U Rpn 1J9fl — JUcCaba7 

6 42033 BRQCTWEl»E_t«1)tOTMaMFtatelByS97 SCaniMS 


8 00-34 EMOKEV ROBOT M MssSEdKads 6 05 LAapefl 

9 6333V S0FHBtE[57) (CD) DGrtssalSDS NWDtonBOn 

V OrePB NORDICSPRffip4)KVresrt7VO MBifctatarpJV 

- 10 Hectored - 

BETTHKh 7-0 Honfca Bohan, 8-1 MBtomuiL 11-2 Doobto Soto. 6-1 Sorhiere, 
7-1 Afaal Sd« a, M Ffiurtto BW. Satoman, TO-1 Mbare 

FORM VERDICT 

Not e race uriidi offers many ert-hareScappad animals but SALAMAN 
goes wal hare and has a good dunce on ha oU farm, storeys assuring 
thegroundcontinuastodryouLMoBtorthBonerstmepnNedlhBh'bn- 
ttaUcns repeated* with the mepoon ol Smofeay RoboL 

\A on I HOSPICE ON THE HILL HANDICAP CHASE 
l* ,ou l (CLASS F) £3,000 3m 2f 

1 ftGDP3 CHURCH lAWfB^ P) MtoL-to)fcrGlJV -TJUaphy 

2 P0&O2 PUNTHB HAR (Bfl P Bowen tt TIB Wltattm 

3 04250 POHTUSSCOURBE(13)TO JKhgGhB „i.CuiMfnip) 

4 F4WD DENVER BAY (TO TO JOHeid BUD LAipefl 

5 -2M43 SECRET BID (94) (CO) R AttffB D 12 Alhortuo 

G 531 F23 TOTAL JOY (22) (□) C ten B O C : RDtnreo^r 

7 VZBF BLAZMGST0RM(2S) CE0erWl7D3 NUMmaiB , 

8 -3FF30 3LACX SPflWG (52) R Raw 700^ — BPDMfl | 

9 -50455 OLENQAKfTOTO DDudPiKVO HOBuerS 

V 3281F GREY GOROBi (89} T McGoam 11 VO XAtpump) 

11 -TOPS POLO PONY (28) J Upoon 7 13 0 JSupptaB 

12 IP4V BUBOES GALORE pqjTDUccartw 8 BO OBunrneR) , 

-12 dedarad- I 

IfirdnuD iwigttr TOIL Tnx hencBaf} might: Stan CM %f 72fa, OBf GardOT Fit 
TBit PdoPoay 9s Sib. Bubbtos Sstore 99 Tfa. 

BETTING: 3-1 Total Joy, 5-1 Secret Sid, Storing Storm, IW Church Law, 8-1 Pm- I 
tan Baft Pato Pony. 10-1 Fortunae Couisa, 12-1 Dennr Bay, 14-1 olhere 

FORM VERDICT 

Thoutii "total Joy tool fawn tons he does bchvuturaUe at than wei^SB 
so a specUaave Hyef ta Nan wtti DBivh BAY, «uho has no chance 
whatsoever cn this saasonh farm but who has ptummated n toe wayss 
and fcr whom mis batter ground s a Oetntepik SttOoesgereraa) are- 
tam to some lorra ha coid vrt go dose M a tog price 

c nnl HBLB hospice maiden open nh flat 

l J ' W l RACE (H) £1,900 2m If 110yds 

1 322 BROCKTON GLEN (30) R Budfer 6 d 8 BPp-rt 

2 2 SUWSBE POSH (13) N Osnca 5 0 6 N IMbaBand (7) 

3 I SAY BOB G rtitaaJ 5 H 8 Rlhortan 

a MSTBIDOON liBaSErheadsBit B LJUpeD 

5 D WPATUU (NZ) (34) C Maon5H B CFUtarp) 

8 TWE STOOD STU Mb JG*a 6118 RMcaCDyaon 

7 36 TOHEO(FR)(2B) JDKfap5TTB Hr H Dndep (7) 

8 408 HF1 pBfl -Wn Bany 5 11 3 SKeWP) 

9 MONAUGHTER R Swage 5 11 3 __Jto S Saonga (7) 

V EL MONTY R Aher 4 It 0 A Thorton 

d KMG OF THE CASTLE Ms J nman 4 n 0 RDuwCOib 

fi PEARLY PRWCEGrtjbbad 411 0 C Honour (7) 

G 0 PEBROKEGQUME(39)MP(pe41IO A P McCoy 

-tSdeetored- 

BET7TNG: 7-4 GBnffrba Pah, 82 Kkg ol The CaflM, M Bradtoa Gtatft M 
Ttaren, 10-1 PmtMiM Square, 20-1 B Monty, 25-1 o Um » 


NEPTUNE HANDICAP (CLASS Ci £9,000 
added 7f 

1 0Q3B- AS1RAC (16V (CT 0 MchMa B V 0 AkxQaava7 

2 -Om SHARP SCOTCH RPJD Carol B 9 H Pb) RRtePwritkfflB 

3 m-23 ADELPH BOY (30) (Q M Dspnnn 393 SRfghtnTOB 

4 -TB2 CDCX.SS»ETflt)(C)KButa491 JFEoWlI 

5 POMP. TgmUM(1TO(P)NUtmoiton7Bg it Fenton 9 

ft -82l8TWOertFTt11)TOtBf)DSta»3B5 nVhwhB»2V 

7 2a80GLWEPRaecrm(CtflRCra»7B3__, LChamodta 

a 40628 WAfTIHGK»IHWrr(iataNSB*r4B1 GDunahMV 

s 1-3443 DAHLB7W pi) (CJ M R^|tate4 7 D A Poe (3)8 

MMBUBwebtorTtffOfe 7niB fwxfcap wagtc Dahl*}# fs 71b. 

BETIWa- 3-1 Coal SacraL 7-2 Adalphl Bdk 4-1 Sharp Scotota, 7-1 U«a Prefect 
B-1 Attic, WtatoMR, 14-1 "tortfimk DaUdys, 20-1 Vtftog KrigtiL 

I A ini APHRODnE SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
I *** * ** I £2-500 added 3YO 7f 


1^’ * £2-500 added 31 

1 -2002 

2 43500 WBETU 

3 -S63G5 LADY 

4 1-2433 RICH 

5 00000- NEIHBVMLL 

6 43804 £B PEARL « N Bgrtt 8 

7 00060 PASHA (16) MS3 J£te»B 

8 SUNLEYSOLABE 


Prta»4V 
-AOuBwobB 
— D MAnd2 
RMfekiSIS 


BETT1NS: M flfch Badotoa, 54! Kaan Itandi, 9-2 Waff U There, 7-1 EBPMri, 
Lady Carettas. 1®-1 artay SolMa, 28-1 Prwha. HMbarM 


|y* « n ( ACHILLES HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,250 
Z™Jadded3YOef 

1 535342 POLLY MILLS (D)JC)P Bans 9 7 .JFEpui2B 

2 64408- APta. ACE P4HWM OSn BO AKbSoyB 

3 (Will BSSH CREAM (18) (CO) ARudBO ... JVSawTV 

4 3S«- REDCHAROBI P73) (P) DNdidha 12 J= Natan* 

5 3»1 ASHOVBI AMBER fMjCCTTOBanftiB 8—™___0 (tom 10 

ft 24034 OWDE!W™«nH(iVCTHBNMBC«liy®fl-AmaOiSmdireav 

7 006- MtlAPYLtiJE paa) KWy B4 HMbDml 

ft eeOBIt SOUWBUKKY(1fl(DlNltaodinB2 Jl£s 

9 Q&2 MUDDY WATER MS) D Marta 712 ^JthtaB 

* oam RKH00*IB80N(1O J8B8SI7D LCtamoefca 

BETTING: 3-1 Aahoear Ambeii Irish Cream. 5-1 Sttnto Loc*K7-i Rally llto, 
■extdyWatai «H Rad Ctom CartBetoantoaffh, 14M othan 


CHELTENHAM 
Going: Good to Soft (Good in ptacee) 

2.00: (?m If 4yo Trtumph Hurts) 

1. KATAFHNO __M A Flttgerakt 11-4 fav 

2. BaB* Sola G Wntah 16-1 

X Dongens PiRcadant Jl WBamm 9-1 
Also ran: B-1 AbrsG Krito Edge ft oth), Sro- 
ply Giftad (7th). IB-1 BaBystoyos (5th), 
Frazan Groom (18tti), Scarlet Phnpemei 
(6th). 25-1 Nuueton (8th). 28-1 Mss Orphon 
(pulled up), 40-1 Comifiha (13th). EnipeuB 
(imh). 66-1 Wfea Fare (iStti), New Bin) 
(11th). Street Fighter (pu), 100-1 Chorflefc 
Gold (pu). Piped Aboard (9th), The Gene 
Goria (17th). SO -1 Inwhahway ( 18 th). 
toner Ught fl2th). Take Allan (Tall), 200- 
1 facepta (19th). 

23 ran. B, 2, 5. 'A, '/z, & L Yh. 8, IB. I’A. a 
'K 2, 2'h, nk. dtotanoa. (Wfanor bay geW- 
ingbyPtofaiafBiavautotKatBYana, trained 
by N Henderson, at Lamboun, for Mr 
Robert WatoyCohen) Tbta: E360; EUWi 
0400 £2® CL8G Dual Fcrecast ESIOO Com- 
pww Straight Forecast: E378Q TMcast 
£28030 

23S: (am hOyds Stayers' Hurts) 

1. AN2UM — Jt Johnson 40-1 

2. La Coudray C F Swan 2-ljtfm 

3- Lady Rebecca N WHOanreoa 3-1 

Also ran: 2-1 Jt fav Deandh Beeno (9th). 
18-1 Qo-Wormal (pu). 25-1 Salk's Gel 
(4th), 33-1 Juyush (Sih), 33-1 PatJdyS Ra- 
tlin (5th). Tumpote (7th), 00-1 Kanaui 
(Bth), 66-1 LordJm (pu). 66-1 Own Hawk 
(10th). 

12 ran. nlft 2’A 5k G 8. 3% 27r, 3. IS (Win- 
nerbeygeieftv by Ardross our or Muzneh, 
toahed tor D Mchotoon atHrmpte Guitng far 
Tha Old Fonsstors Partnership). Tbta: £6240: 
E72QElfiG E15Q Dual forecast: £95401 Oom- 
putar SJrajgW Forecast £10701 Tricast 
E3030G Tritacta: E67TL5Q 

Gist pn2f TOydaChetarham Qad OpOiaast 
I.SSMOnEBUSWBS JMFfagwaUIB-1 

2. Go BaSetlc A Dobbin 68-1 

3. Florida Peari — R Durwroody 5-2 Few 
Also ran: 7-2Theton M (pulled up), n-2 
Dorans Pride (80i). B -1 Doubto TMer 
(«h), 11-1 Eacarteflguo (7Ih). 14-1 Sury Bay 
(pu). M-i Uranhabia Borer (pu), 20-1 
S»npty Dashing (Rth), 50-1 Sanor B Betnrtti 
(Blh). BB-i Addngton Boy (Bth). 

12na». 'VT7. H3 1 h,l2 1 ric, , B 1 2a (Winner 
bey gelcBng by Soymour hBda out at Miss 
RtHSanda, tretoad by P Hchok, at Shepton 
Malet tor P Barber and J Kaightoy) TbbK 
£1440: e 2fla £590, £200 DF: £21660. 
CSF: £65957. Trtaast E3JB834. TWacta: 
E4D3390 Non ftmner Imperial CA 

.3*5: (3m 2 Fdxhuntar Chasa) 

1. CASTLE MANE Mr B Pollock 9-2 

2. Etagant Lord — Mr p Fenton 3-1 tow 
3 Last Option — Mrs F Neadham 20-1 
Alan ran: 7-1 Itorytonw, X>-1 Celtic Abbey, 
Coola Abbey (8th), 12-1 Irish Stout (4th). 
14-1 Death DEHnnaL 16-1 Stafaridge SI 
(pu), 20-1 Tfaatopa (Sh), 25-1 Cal Home 
(pu). Mr Boston 33-1 Ktog 'torus. Nether- 
tars.40-1 Stagl^ht(pu),so-1Fom3iFfaun- 
Wn (pu). Joy Fbr Uto. Sffki Lover (pu), B6-1 
Andy Burned (pu), Earf Boon (pu), 100-1 
Andamrtt (pu). Mbtsr Horatto tomb Gem- 
ini Star (pu), 200-1 Sands of Gold (pu). 

24 ran. -a 1‘A, tta g,4 (HftMercfteemur 

tjy Carfingford CBsfto out oi Unn 

tOo Run. trained by CaroSno Batey a Hoid- 
anty tor C Dfacsy). Ibtae £430: £24Q £190 
EMO Dual Forecast C7B0 CSF: ESB7 Tn- 
cast: £24382. 

*3ft (2mflDyda Ctomd Annual t-fop Chase) 
1. SPACE TRUCKER .JR Barry T-G Taw 
2-Oto*i AP McCoy 6-1 

3. Hurricane Lamp R Johnson 16-1 

Atao ran: 3-1 Node Lad (nh), 9-1 Dorms 

Flying Instmctor fioth). io-i 
Anabranch (lath), tl-1 Foresial (Btti), 14-1 
f rr 'taws^ House (ah), Country Star 
«-1 Lain Kwfaa riSHhV20-1 Sublme 
FBkwft3th).40-1 hdbn Joctoy (14114, BO-1 
Mearehldden (71h), 66-1 Robins Pride 
filth). 


■ 15 rare, 1 ^ 'h X S. \ 7. 8, B. -A*fc % r*2L ds- 
tanca. a fMrmef bey gelding by KsmbekiB 
a* at Seel Ot Learning mined by Mrs J Hap- 
ringtar\ at Moona Co Kktars in kstand, tar 
Mrs Steen Quaaly). Hole: £330; £IBQ, 
£200 E720 DF: CBia CSF: £22Aa Ihcast 
£27734. 

5.05: (2m 5t Cathcart Cup Chase) 

1. STORMYFArRWEATHEH 

U A Fitzgerald B-1 

2. Mid Dee R Supple 14-1 

3. Edetomia Du MouBn R Dunwoody 5-1 
Also ran: H-4 tar Dr Lsunt (Blh), 4-1 Mr 
Strang Gate (Bth), 4-1 Ftatantata (4th). 12-1 
Chaval ds Guerre (pulled up), 20-1 Bobby 
Grant (Bth). 40-1 CvthgtaRlGsto(7tt4, 50-1 
Gazalani (Bth). 

10 ran. 2 hd. shd, TV 7, 1 'fr Vh dstance. 
(Winner bey gekibig by Smxtg Gate out at 
Game Sunset, trained by N Henderson at 
Lamboun, tar Mrs C Hartxry). TWe: £900: 
£160 £270, £190. DF: £5180 CSF: DQ5B2. 
IMcasc EB4Q2L NFto: Berbers Moot hoh E»- 
press, Nfck Durxtea 

5^0: (2m it, County Handcap Hurts) 

1. SIR TALBOT _T J Morphy 10-1 

2 . DocoupagB _N WBRameon 10030 lav 

3. Tbto Toscato R Johnson 25-1 

4. Sadler's Realm RWJdgar25-1 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Buck! and Lad 
(Folkestone 3.30) 

NB: Pietro Bembo 
(Folkestone 3.00) 


Aleo ram 7-1 Ginger Fck.b- 1 Prarwr Gen- 
eration, 10-1 WUt On Mx. W-1 Isnano. 16- 
1 Sanakaan (oneeatsd rider), 20- 1 Master 
Beveled. 20-1 Serenus, 26-1 Amttge, Fate- 
haikh&r (puDed up), Shartoar, ShantarM 
(Blh), TbuigSpartaous, 33-1 ExscudvsDe- 
cteton (6th), Onoe More For Lucfc. ftaren 
Road Rscar bullied up), 40-1 Buddy Mar- 
ual Mectale MMatat Somd Appeal. 50<1 Atom 
cfAout 66-1 Danegold, Home Coudie& m- 
cSana Princess. His French Furze. 

28 ran. & tX nk. 3 [Winner bay getting 

by Ardross out of Ssnnuda Uy, trained by 
J Old, at Wtoughton. tar W E Sort). Ttotre 
win £1140; ptecea £230. CL7U E39G £B3b 
DF: £2031 CSF: L3316. tocasc £79638- Man 
Rumers: Barna Boy Kathryrrta Pat 
Jackpot: rgyyWiWO (part won. pool of 
£28647362 to Fatenham today). 

Ptacapot £17990 Ctuedput £6480 
Plaee 8: E6&7S Place 5: £4233 


HEXHAM 

Goreg: Soft (Heavy In places) 

2L2* 1. CHARNWOOO JACK (B Hsrtng) 

4- 5 lav; 2. Turkish tower Tt-4; 3. 
Howyoudoing 6-1 6 ran. 3*A,2 (Martn tod- 
hunter. Uhrerston). tote: ElflO; £140, £180. 
OF: £250. CSF: E3AS 

3JNk 1. QUICK MARCH (N Honodcs) 1-4 
fav; 2. Hlrt Lodge M-i; 3. Ariaaig 1M 7 
ran. 7. 26 <E Wteymas, Laybum). tote: £130: 
£120 £L6Q DF: £3X1 CSF: £fi2i 
S3B-. 1. PINK GIN (R WIBdnson) 7-1; 2. 
CadrlHon 10-1; 3. Ktoby Bank B-l 8 ran. 

5- 4 tov SwenUEtar (unaeatad rider). 14 a 
(M Maaffrer, OmaWrk) tote: £1150: £200 
E480 CL70 DF: £4070 CSF: E873a U«a*t 
£58020 

4.1S 1. DOUBLE BUCK (D OSuftuan) SM; 
2. ApoHo’a Daughter 4-1; 3 Madge Be- 
Spleeh. Srrei I’fc'A-lWKampi Dun«.to«: 
355 : £280 £230 DF: £3520 CSF: MMO 
430: 1. DOOieS DELIGHT (A S Smith) 
14-1 ; 2. Sente ML (ewr* taw); a. FWcnR’a 
Ftarne (7-1). M ran 1 3’A. (R Fahey; MaBcn) 
TMk £3080; ” ^0 £l«X £240 DF: £&20 
CSF: cwire» Tricast W3.77 NR* Csrisy 
Lad, CJone LflJ# 

5JS: 1.ZAMHAREB1 (N Honscks) 4-1; 2. 
Fhre Hags (4-1); 3. D*Ar«ay Street (!M)8 
ran. /•. 24 (R Font torrrarta r) tote . 0«10; 
EHOa DF: £1020 CCT: EHR 

ptmpot; EsflflO. Ou edpofc E3S.70 
Pteoe ft £203n. Ptae 5: £lS2fia 


LINGFIELD 
Gong: Standard 

1.5th 1. STATISTICIAN (Mr A Evans) 11-4 
fav; 2. Dark Menace V-i; 3. Kan 12- 1 12 
ran. V>, hd. (John Berry), tote: £440; £2.10 
Otaa £3XL DF: £6050 CSF: £353a IKcast 
£29663 

220 i. ANOKATD (Dean McKaown) 9-2; 
2. Speedy Ctoeeic 9-4 lav; 3. Best Quest 
S-t 13 ran. 7;, 9 (Mrs N Macautey) tote: 
£550; £2AQ Din E2J0 DjaJ Forecast £711 
CSF: £1400 

255:1. MLACGGXTE TOUCH (P Bradey) 
52; 2 Krystal Max evens lav; 2 Muts- 
saenrar 16-1 B ran. 1 , 17<- (J Beny). Tola: 
CUB £160’ £LOO E3.W. Dual Forecast: 
£220 CSF: £521 

130: 1. TEAR WHITE (T Qunr) 3-1; 2. 
Friendly Brave 6-1; 2 Soaked 7-4 feu. 9 
ran. Vfc. rh. (T Mfc&.tote: SMtfc £240 CWO 
£L7U DF: CfiflQ CSF; £2309 Hfeast 
£4003 

4.10: 1.SCRAGGVS DREAM (RCocfvam), 
9-4 far; 2 ThakryaeU 5-2; 3 Kl CM Saga 
8-1 1 2 ran. 17s a (p UtahM) tote: £260; 
£160 CL7Q £160 DF: £670 CSF: £906 
Ttteast C43.18. 

4-40: 1. BANBURY fj Goh*Bd) 5-2 2. 
Space Race 11-4; 3. Sheer Nathra 5-4 fau 
4 ran a 1 V< (C Dwysri tola: BMO DF: £TOO 
CSF: £672 t&L Martha Rely. 

5.15: 1 . WAIKIKI BEACH (Mr B f-ftchcott) 
12-1: 2. Penbraa 7-2; 3. Mal om anl a XM 12 
ran. 5-2 fev Gadga (4th). tote: £1360; 
£260 £120 £650 DF: D200 CSF: £5125 
Tricast £50166 

Ptacepof: £4630 Quadpot £660 
Place ft £3501 Place 5: £1226 

■ Danny O’Sullivan’s five-and- 
a-half-hour trip from the West 
Country for a chance ride at 
Hexham paid off when Double 
Buck won the conditional 
riders’ hurdle. O’Sullivan, 22, 
rode in Ireland for Tommy 
Stack and Arthur Moore before 
joining Bob Buckler in Dorset 
last year “This is my fourth 
winner” he said. “You just have 
to go where the rides are.” 
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Pa^I Scboles turns away in celebration after scoring the goal which earned Manchester United a draw against Intemazkmale and a place in the European Cup semi-finals 


ABsport 


United square up to the giants 


IT WAS nearing midnight, 
somewhere in San Siro’s 
labyrinthine network of corri- 
dors, and Peter Schmeichel 
was describing his joy at Man- 
chester United’s progress into 
the semifinals of the European 
Champions’ Cup. 

A commotion approached, a 
rolling maid of big-shouldered 
men with taut faces surround- 
ed by jostling television crews 
and journalists. Somewhere in 
the centre was Ronaldo. 

Itwas a narrow corridor and, 
as the Brazilian’s entourage 
reached Schmrichd's gathering 
they tried to edge him out of the 
way Then they hied to push him 
towards the door The Dane 
paused in midsentence, fixed 
the Dearest heavy with a glare 
usually reserved for defenders, 
and growled: “Cool it". 

The minder shrank back, 
the commotion hushed and. 


one-by-one, they meekly 
squeezed past the impassive 
goalkeeper As Ronaldo edged 
by, he looked respectfully up at 
SchmeicheL It was the ex- 
pression of a vulnerable young 
man under pressure, not a 
world superstar. 

While one hopes Ronaldo is 
strong enough to cope with the 
Unr easonable demands nn him, 
and that be recovers his peer- 
less brilliance, the incident 
highlighted United’s poise on 
Wednesday nigbt Despite 
being over-run at times they 
never panicked and, in the face 
of considerable provocation, 
never lost their heads. 

Roy Keane, himself no 
stranger to hot-headed reac- 
tion, typified United’s collective 
cool with a commanding cap- 
tain’s lead He was proudest, 
however, of the way David 
Beckham had kept his temper 


Respect is the common denominator as the last four 
teams go into the European Cup draw. By Glenn Moore 


when, late in the game, 
Francesco Colonnese threw 
the ball at him. A year ago, as 
ail England knows, Beckham 
would have retaliated. 

“We knew their players 
would be hostile, try to intimi- 
date us and try to get us sent 
off,” said Keane, “but that 
incident showed we’ve come 
thm ngh that learning pmmsR 

“Having the ball thrown in 
your face is hard to take but, all 
fair play to Becks, he just 
walked away and that’s what if s 
all about 

“There were a lot of crazy 

things going an in fine gamp, kits 

of oranges and coins being 
thrown at us and they were 
diving and over-reacting. But 
the referee kept on top of it and 


we showed our maturity in how 
we handled it” 

Alex Eterguson, whose pre- 
match call for a strong referee 
bore spectacular fruit said: 
“Wie have learned lessons. This 
is still a young team but some 
of them have played 20-odd 
matrhfts in the Champions’ 
League in the last three years 
and that experience is vital.” 

So, too, have been Jfergu- 
son’s summer additions. If 
Dwight Yorke starred in the 
first leg a fortnight ago, 
Wednesday was Jaap Stain’s 
turn to shine. 

Surprisingly quick off the 
mark fora big man, and more 
technically adept than his 
appearance suggests, he has 
brought an air of confidence to 


a United back-line which used 
to look fli-at-ease in Europe. 

There has consequently 
been a solidity to their results 
during a European odyssey 
which has now lasted eight 


anti gain Hipir pp rformnnra in 

Greece on Wednesday, have 
shown an impressive re- 
silience. But they are in a 
period of change with Carlo 
Ancelotti trying to keep the 
departed Marcello Lippi’s team 
together for Europe while plan- 
ning his own XI for next season. 

Dynamo Kiev, the only re- 


months. U nlike Dynamo Kiev maining team neve- to have 
and Bayern Munich, two of the won the competition, or even 


other semi-finalists. United are 
stfil unbeaten in their 10 games 
and, while they have only won 
four; that is twice as many as 
Juvenius, the other unbeaten 
survivors. 

Tbday United will find out 
which team bar their wqy to the 
final There are no make- 
weights but Juventus, despite 
seeking their fourth succes- 
sive final appearance, may be 
the preferred opposition. They, 
too, are unbeaten in Europe 


make the final for that matter; 

appear to have overco m e the 
spring slump usualfy experi- 
enced by teams from the for- 
mer Soviet. Union. The 
Ukrainian league leaders - 
they have won every title since 
i nd e pendence - have both held 
onto their leading players and 
combated the effect of their 
prolonged winter break with a 
lengthy programme of friend- 
lies. In Serhiy Rebrov and 
Andrfy Shevchenko -who joins 


Milan in the s ummer - they 

have a front pairing to match 
that of ’forte and Andy Cole. 
Another concern for United is 
the inevitable complications of 
travelling to Ukraine, rather 
than western Europe. 

Bayern Munich, like United, 
only finishad second in their 
domestic league last season but 
they are now regarded as the 
biggest threat United drew 
home and away with them in 
qualifying and, while incky not 
to have won in Munich, could 
easity have lost at Old 'frafford. 
They lead the.Bundesi*ga by 
14 points and underlined their 
form with the 4-0 demolition of 
Kaiserslautenaway from home 
on Wednesday. 

Whoever United get they 
will not fear them, but nor will 
they be feared. Respect is the 
common denominator at this 
leveL 


Real earn praise despite crashing in Kiev 


Lucescu 
digs his 
heels in 
at Inter 


THE INTERNAZIONALE coach, 
Mircea Lucescu, is refusing to 
quit despite calls for his resig- 
nation after bis team were 
eliminated from the European 
Cup by Manchester United. 

United and Inter drew 1-1 on 
Wednesday at San Siro, but 
the Premiership leaders won 
&-1 on aggregate to reach I be 
semi-finals of the competition. 

“Tm staying as long as I 
have the support to the dub and 
the team," Lucescu said. “Sofa; 
there hasn’t been a moment 
when thought! cart go off 
and, if it happened. I’d say so.” 

Admitting his mm mist akes, 
he said: “K we are in this situ- 
ation, my responsibility is dear- 
ly greater than the others. “Tve 
had difficulties and Tve made 
mistakes. There were times 
when I could have gone for a 
result but told the team to con- 
centrate more on their game. 
And that was an error" 
Ronaldo’s extended ab- 
sences with knee problems de- 
railed Inter's entire season, 
according to the club’s presi- 
dent “Above all we really 
missed him this season,” Mas- 
simo Moratti said yesterday. 
“From his injury, many things 
have gone wrong. Ronaldo was 
too tight last night, and he was 
marked by two very strong 
players who beat him to the bah 
eveiy time. It was still great of 
him to stay on the field as long 
as posable, but not even he has 
a magic wand." 

Ronaldo has played spar- 

ing)ywliilp af niQffing with knee 
tendinitis The 'Br azilian strik- 
er has appeared in 11 of Inter’s 
25 league scoring six 

goals. Last season, by contrast 
he seta Serfe A record for a for- 
eign newcomer by finding the 
net 25 times. 

Moratti also indicated that 
the long-rumored hiring of 
Marcello Iippi as coach will 
happen during the dose season. 
The present incumbent, 

- Lucescu, was brought aboard 
an an interim basis when Luigi 
; Simoni was fired in November. 
1 Lippi quit as coach of Juventus 
last month after leading the 
; Turin dub to three Serie A 
I tities in four years. 

. . Hie Chilean striker Ivan 

: Zamo-rano yesterday suggest- 
■ ed he will stay with Inter despite 
F the strong interest by Atietico 
• Madrid to lure him back to 
Spain. “I have no intention of 
r leaving Milan, ” Zaxnorano 
l wrote in his weekly column in 
! a Santiago newspaper 
t He said the relationship be 
has with Moratti, with his team- 
mates and especially with the 
fens, “allows me to say that I will 
complete my contract” through 
next season, “and probably add 
one additional yean” 

But, Zamorano. who trans- 


THE EUROPEAN Cup holders 
Beal Madrid received bouquets 
rather than the customary 
brickbats from the Spanish 
media despite going out of the 
competition on Wednesday. 

Real now coached by John 
Toshack, lost their quarter- 
final 3-1 on aggregate to Py- 
namo Kiev after being beaten 
2-0 in the second leg in Ukraine. 

“The best don’t always win," 
the sports daily As editor Al- 
fredo Relano, said yesterday. 
“Madrid had the ball the pitch, 
the discipline and the spirit 
Kiev had none of those but 
everything Hinged on the two 
occasions when lAndriy] 
Shevchenko got the opportuni- 
ties he required and that was 
enough,”'Relano added. 

The Spanish sports daily 


RESULTS 


EUROPEAN CUP-WINNERS' CUP 
QiuumR-muu 
SECOND LEO 

Macc Haifa (0) -0 Lok Moscow (0) 1 
OtugdincM pen 72 

lakomatlv Motcow mo 4-0 on aggregate 
PONTIUS LEA0UE YbM DhMn Wigan 
Athlete 0 Scunmorpc Utd I 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE REMITS: Earo- 
pMn Cup oi uitt Hnrii mco o rt Up PI- 

romo Klcu 2 He^ Madrid 0 (Dynamo Iffev 
irtl-loiaj D WiM. kitemiuanate t Man- 
chester Uti I iMwchesJer DM win 3-1 on 
ogg): KMerstaiem 0 Bayern Munch 4 (Bop- i 
frn Munich win 6-0 on agg j; Otvmpufcoc 1 
linentiH I (Awentui wn 3-2 on agg) . 
HH un w klo Ow fuino ! Forest Green 
fiowre I YfovU town 2. Dr Martens 
I— y Midi so rt P M Mwu Paget Rangers 

0 Moor Green l. SoMbarn DMsmmk 
E ftKkley 0 Boklock 1 DHsManhad Kent 
INgoa Premier DMMoo: Coniatniry 
Ciiy 0 Greenmch Borough I . Unljet Sus- 
ses CeoDt| IM|M First DMstOn: East 
Presion 1 OSctotSer 3. Hassocw 2 Laogney 
Sporu, 0. JewM* Vheee* Lupe Cu»et 
Sports 5 Gosporr Borough 0. Hamtile ASSC 

1 WNunuich 2 Arnett taunaa North- 
ers leijsc Rut DMtfoa: Gulsborouqn 

2 Sdkngham Synthanii O The ibm AA 
hMtt Cep fifth wed rqtar bysm 
Palace 0 Arsenal I (oefl. Alm A JouhmI 
Mchlaad leegee- OachnankWIn ? Ketti 
2; Hunttv 2 FMMrtxjrgn 1; Rocftes I Peter- 
head} MMsfc Cep qtufMHlMl replay: 
Conwy I Ammanford 0 Ponebts I upw 
Second DMiim: Blackpool 0 Newcastle 
l: HimcersneW 2 Writ 0; RMiertum I 
Shrewsbury 3. Scarborough 2 Notts train- 
rv 0: iMenvrn 5 Lincoln 3 Third DMdom 
Chnrer I Carlisle I . Bury 1 Hud 0 Chester- 
field I Hartlepool 1-Lo^tee Cop qeerter 
finals; OartmgWi' 0 Bradford Ciry 2. Ason 
hnaw Cora hfnf Ins nrat DhWoo: 
Brenfortt I Norwich b: Hnrnron l w«ii- 
Diedon I. CarnDrUge Uta 3 Southampton 
A. GJUngmm 1 West Ham 1. Luton 3 
Wt com be I, Oxford Utd 2 Barnet (7. Pe- 
terborough 1 Bournemouth I ; Wuford 3 
Oueen t Rut, Rangers 2 Dutch Ua wei 
GMdbwir leeiMMiden I Feyenoord 5. MAC 
Sreda O sue Wta^wyk 2; Feiuou Swans 3 
Utrecht 2 Friendly : Boulogne (Fr| 2 Lhr- 
erpoot 1 


Marga commented: “The 
champions were the best and 
leave the Cup with their heads 
held high," while El Mundo 
described it as “a downfall with 
dignity.” 

However; the Real Madrid 
coach and players were left to 
bitterly contemplate their de- 
parture in the unfamiliar sub- 
zero temperatures of the 
Ukrainian capital. The costly 
defeat both in terms of money 
and morale, leaves Real Madrid 
having to concentrate on their 
domestic campaigns. They are 
sixth in the 20-team Spanish 
First Division, headed by their 
intter rivals Barcelona, and are 
also in the semi-finals of the 
Spanish Cup. However; an im- 
provement in their form is vital 
if they are to daw their way 


back into the top four and en- 
sure entry into next seasorfs re- 
vamped Champions’ League. 

Meanwhile Shevchenko, a 
sby22-year-oid. was hqQed a na- 
tional hero by his country. 
Thousands of cheering fang 
crowded the streets near the 
stadium after the game, waving 
yellow-and-blue Ukrainian 
flags. 'Yfesterday Ukrainian tele- 
vision repeatedly broadcast 
footage from the game and the 
post-match celebrations, show- 
ing President Leonid Kuchma 
passionately cheering along 
with an 88,000-strong sell-out 
home crowd. 

“Never before in our histo- 
ry have we seen so many 
people in the stadium cheering 
our team’s success," Kuchma 
said on television inride the 


Dynamo dressing room after 
the game. He personally con- 
gratulated every Kiev player 
kissing the veteran coach 
\falery Lobanovsky three times 
on the cheek. 

Also celebrating were Bay- 
ern Munich, whose coach, 
Ottmar Hitzfeld, said he be- 
lieved his men could beat any- 
body after they demolished 
Kaiserslautern 4-0 to reach 
the last four for the first time 
in four years. “Manchester 
United and Juventus, obvi- 
ously are very strong oppo- 
nents and Kiev look really 
dangerous," Hitzfeld said after 
his team completed their im- 
pressive 6-0 aggregate victory. 
“We’re not taking any team 
lightly but I do believe we can 
beat anybody.” 


Bayern, who have not put 
their hands on the European 
Cup since the last of three 
consecutive triumphs in 1976, 
last appeared in the semi-finals 
in 1995, when they lost to the 
eventual winners Ajax. The 
Bavarians are in a class of 
their own at home this season, 
14 points dear of second- 
placed Kaiserslautern in the 
Ehmdesliga standings. They 
look too good for Werder Bre- 
men, whom they will meet in 
the German Cup final on 12 
June in Berlin. But although 
the dub president Hranz Beck- 
enbauer claims providing 
entertainment is more impor- 
tant to him that titles, he dear- 
ly wants success in Europe’s 
showcase tournament 
It was for that reason that 


Bayern hired Hitzfeld, hoping 
he could do for them what he 
did for their arch-rivals Borus- 
ria Dortmund, steering them to 
victory in the 1997 European 
Cup. 

The dub’s general manager; 
Uli Htiness, like Beckenbauer 
a prominent member of Bay- 
ou’s formidable ride of the 
1970s, says it is their best team 
in decades. “In my days we had 
brilliant individualities but 
today, all tbe players are strong 
even those who are not in the 
first team,” he said. 

There were fears that Bay- 
ern would be weakened by 
the absence of the Brazilian 
striker Giovane Elbeq who 
tore ligaments in his left knee 
in a league match at tbe week- 
end and win te out to action for 


the remainder of the season. 
But his fellow striker Carsten 
Jancker proved hecould be a 
match winner; scoring two 
goals on Wednesday and being 
involved in the other two. 

The French World Cup win- 
ning wing-back Bixente 
Lizarazu, asked which team 
he would like to face next 
named Juventus. “They are a 
great team,” be said. “It would 
be fan.” 

But when be was reminded 
that two of his team-mates in 
that World Cup- winning team, 
Didier Deschamps and Zine- 
dine Zidane, were playing for 
Juventus, Lizarazu added. 
“Maybe it would be a pity to 
beat them in the semi-finals. 
Let’s have them only in the 
final” 


feared from Real Madrid to 
Inter in 1996. added: “I am not 
closed to any possibilities, but 
I am not planning to move 
from here. 

“I think too much impor- 
tance was paid to the Atietico 
situation, but it never crossed 
my mind the idea of returning 
to Spain,” Zamorano wrote in 
a column in another paper. 

Diego Simeone wifi be out for 
three weeks after spraining 
his left ankle in Milan on 
Wednesday. The Argentine 
midfielder collided with Peter 
Schmeichel, and limped off the 
field in the 32nd minute. 

“Simeone is in very bad 
shape,” Lucescu said “His 
ankle is swollen and Tm afraid 
we’re going to have to do with- 
out him for a tong time -at least 
three weeks.” 


Robins aim for the top 


WHADDON ROAD will tomor- 
row host a fixture which wfll 
have a big say in deciding the 
destination of the Nationwide 
Conference title. Second -placed 
Cheltenham Town entertain 
the leaders, Kettering Town, 
knowing that a victory will take 
them to the top to tbe table on 

goal difference. 

With four games in hand on 
their Northamptonshire rivals, 
the Gloucestershire dub are 
the bookmakers' favourites to 
lift not just the title but the FA 
Umbro Trophy in which they 
visit Emley in the quarter-finals 
tomorrow week. Indeed, the 
greatest threat to the Robins’ 
hopes of promotion to the Na- 
tionwide League may come 
not from Kettering but from 
third-placed Rushden & Dia- 
monds, who are three points 
adrift of Cheltenham having 
played the same number of 
games. 

All three title hopefuls were 
in action on Tuesday 3ndaH had 
to settle for draws. Cheltenham 
were held 0-0 at home by strug- 


NON-LEAGUE 

NOTEBOOK 


BY RUPERT METCALF 

gjing Ifarnborough Town, while 
Kettering's trip to Woking also 
saw neither goalkeeper beaten. 
Rushden, who visit Morecambe 
tomorrow, let a two-goal lead 
slip in a 2-2 draw at home to 
Dover Athletic. 

Steve CotterilL Chelten- 
ham’s manager, was not sur- 
prised that the top three all 
dropped points. “It’s a tough 
league,” he said, “there are no 
easy games. Whoever wins the 
league will deserve iL 

*Tm up for iL but Fm not 
tense." CotteriB added. “Tve got 
to keep my head so that the 
players keep theirs.” 

While Kettering have sold 
their promising J9-year-old 
striker Ben Wright to Bristol 
City for £30.000, Cheltenham 
have been adding to their op- 
tions up front They paid a five- 
figure fee to Harnborough on 
Wednesday for Dennis Bailey 


who once scored a hat- trick for 
Queen’s Park Rangers against 
Manchester United at OldTraf- 
forcL The 31-year-old striker, 
who watched Tuesday’s en- 
counter between his old and 
new teams, has scored 21 goals 
in all competitions this swain. 

Whoever loses out in tbe 
Conference title race this term 
may still be feeing Nationwide 


Rumours are circulating that 
Conference clubs may be to- 
uted to compete in the Auto 
Windscreens Shield. 

It wfll require the biggest 
shock in the tournament's his- 
tory if Bedlington Tferriers are 
to be denied a trip to Wembley 
for the FA Carisberg Vase final 
Tbe N orthumberiand side trav- 
el to Thame United for tomor- 
row's semi-final second leg 
with a 5-0 lead from the first leg 
lastweekend. 

. The Terriers’ top scorer 
John Milner; who scored a hat- 
trick against the Oxfordshire 
outfit despite nassfoga fast-half 
penalty, said: “This was even 


better than our result against 
Colchester in the FA Cup be- 
cause it gives us a real chance 
of playing at Wembley." Like 
Thame, the Essex men found 
Bedlington too hot to handle, 
going down 4-1 in a first-round 
Cup tie in November: 

Keith Perry, the Bedlington 
manager, said: “We are in the 
driving seat now. and if we 
don’t get to Wembtey then we 
don’t deserve to. I win never for- 
get tins season. It’s a roller- 
coaster ride that just keeps on 

getting better.” 

In the other Ifese send, the 
holders, Tiverton Town, are al- 
most as well placed as the Ter- 
riers. The Devon team enjoy a 
3-0 advmtage over foefr Screw- 
fix Direct League title rivals, 
Ihunton Tbwn, after the first leg 
in Somerset 

Russell Musket Taunton's 
manager, remains positive 
against the odds, however. 
“We’ve left ourselves a moun- 
tain to climb but we won’t give 
up hope,” he said, “as an early 
goal could prove vital” 


McAllister recalled 
by depleted Scotland 


CRAIG brown, the Scotland 
manager; has restored Gary 
McAllister to the international 
scene ahead to his team’s Eu- 
ropean Championship quali- 


the Czech Repifofie at Rirkhead 

at the end of the month. 

The Coventry midfielder last 
played for Ins country against 
France in St-Etienne in No- 
vember 1997 before a knee in- 
jury ruled him out of last year’s 
Wbrid Cup. Brown invited the 
34-year old to the tournament 
asanon-pfeyingmemhertothe 
party and has now recalled 
him to the ranks. 

This loyalty from Brown has 
not always been shared by 
some Scotland supporters, but 
the national roach denied any 
suggestions to favouritism. “I 
am very pleased that Gary is 
bade and I think football people 
know his qualities. He’s a team 
player who is higify respected 


BY TOMMY STANBFOBTH 

within the game. 'Die fens 
maybe want younger players, 
but Gary has been brilliant 
ance his return to fitness and 
in my view is one to the best 
midfield players in Englan d,” 
Brown said. “He has been out- 
standing of late which justifies 
his inclusion and I don’t think 
anyone could ever fault his 
contribution for Scotland.” 

With at least 10 pfayers ruled 
out through injury Brown ad- 
mitted his options wroe limited 
to the extent where much of the 
squad selected itself. 

Among the injured are the 
first-choice strike partnership 
of Kevin Gallacher of Black- 
bum, who has a damaged calf 
and Rangers’ Gordon Durie, 
out with an Achilles problem. 
Evertorfs Don Hutchison is 
one of three uncapped players 
in the squad alongside Hearts’ 


Paul Ritchie and the Dundee 
goalkeeper; Robert Douglas. 

Brown is clearly concerned 
his side will struggle to pose 
enough of a goal threat but is 
confident Hutchison can per- 
form at international level “It 
is alarming we have no recog- 
nised striker in the squad, but 
Everton have been using Don 
Hutchison to play there and he 
has done well in that role.” 

The striking shortage means 
Brown wfll also look to the 
midfield far goals, where Leeds' 
David HopMn is likely to play, 
while Aberdeen’s Eton, Jess 
will lead the front-line. 


SCOTLAND SQUAD |E»r>|l—u Quintal 
dip T'"*? 1- ! « Banlt, 27 

Mint, Ibniic. and v Cndi HNpnMte. 31 
Morcfe, Mtad): HhnWatpcni Coaid 
Kfeftj^.MBaafWnibJeAinVIltaiaiSlIoiiii- 
am), Oanfdos !0uwW). Mufau 
BMd {CNtfcMMason {B 
(UfccicO. RtBddc (Herns 
Uyte fAbti detail 






(Dundee United). 
IMcMcmi (Everton), Iw (Aberdeen]. Jotn- 
stoa (SiMKrlMd). MfCMa (Rangers) 
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Wary Foxes 
make plans 
for Ginola 


MARTIN O’NEILL, is still to de- 
cide whether his Leicester side 
will man-mark Tottenham’s 
David Ginola in Sunday’s Wor- 
thington Cup final 

Ginola represents the 
biggest threat to the Faxes* 
, Ranges of winning the com- 
| petition for the second time in 
i three years. But O’Neill insists 
I Ik has not yet thought about the 

j possibility of detailing a player 

to shadow Ginola at Wembley. 

{ Pantos Eaamark did well 
■ when be was deployed to eom- 
bat the influence of Joninho in 
■'the two encounters with Mid- 
; dlesbrough in 1997 but the 
Swede has not been a regular 
for Leicester this season. 

‘Joninho was playing bril- 
Hantjyatthe time and the com- 
parisons are obvious, with 
Ginolapiayingoutofhis&kmat 
the moment,” O’Neill said yes- 
terday “The two play in differ- 
ent ittles and different positions 
but the parallels are there. But 
today is the first (toy Fve really 
Sm^ht about the game, whhtbe 
media attention we’re getting. 

“Ginola is clever enough to 
wang le his way out of any situ- 
ation but we’ll certainty have a 
talk aboot it The guy is world 
dassandrd love him to be pay- 
ing with us rather than against 
» us. But that’s not going to hap- 
pen, so well have to get on with 
it Pontus played Jiminho very 
well and played him feiriy but 


FOOTBA LL 


BY GORDON TYNAN 

there were periods in the Mid- 
dlesbrough games which peo- 
ple forget when Juninho -got 
himgAif dean” ■ ' 

Leicester’s Frank Sindair 
will go into the final believing 
his summer move from 
Chelsea has been more than 
justified. Sindair scored for 


Cup win over Middlesbrough, at 
Wembley but a groin injury 
suffered in the same match 
meant it proved to be his tost 
appearance for the dub. 

He missed out on Chelsea’s 
European Cup-Winners’ Cup 
win and then decided Stamford 
Bridge’s extensive foreign le- 
gion would mean limited first- 
team QhancffS and decided tO 
move to Filbert Street in a dub 
record £L5m deal 

Sinclair; who played for Ja- 
maica in last summer’s World 
Cup finals, admits he “signed 
blindfolded” because he knew 
little about the Faxes, but in- 
sisted he moved to the Mid- 
lands to win trophies. 

Now he will achieve that 
aim if O’Neill’s side can over- 
come Tottenham, who are the 
fevourites to take the next step 
towards a possible League Cup 
and FA Cup double- 

“What has happened has 


justified my move from Chelsea 
and there will be plenty of boys 
at Chelsea envying me when it 
comes, to <*«p fina l day” said 
Sinclair. “It wiB be my. wildest 
dream come true to play at 
Wembley again-” •' 

- Spurs’ £torrenAndertaa has 
already Juried one. -‘jinx” by- 
helping to guide Tottenham to 
the Worthington final and is now 
determined to demonstrate lie 
to mare than a mjmy-prone 
“nearly marf. 

TKo ffn^ani^ TnMfajijqr frarf 

lost five s**Twi-finnl« during Ms 
playing careerbefore he made 
it sixth time lucky with victory 
over WimWedon in the last four 
Crf the Wo rthington Cup last 

mnnfh 

Awripyto n gififrred semv ftnul 

defeats in the FA Cup with 
Portsmouth in 1992, at Spurs in 
1993 and 1995, and with Etogiand 
in Euro 96. 

“I was beginning to believe ~ 
I was jinxed when it comes to 

nnp^ anri parKmlarf y gCHUr fi- 
nals,” Anderton yesterday. “T 
have lost four that everybody 
knows about -with Portsmouth, 
Spurs twice and England - but 
I even lost a Youth Cup semi 
with Runp^ too. It makes you 
think it is just not meant to be. 
So to finally reach this cup final 
means a lot to me because I 
have had so many disappoint- 
ments in semi-finals— now this 
realty makes iq> for it" 
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Robson relieved to recruit O’Neill 


ALTHOUGH MIDDLESBROUGH 
are thought to be attempting to 
entice Ditto Baggio to Etogland, 
the chib made a more prosaic 
purchase last night when they 
completed the £700,000 signing 
of the Norwich City forward 
Keith ITNeOL 

The ^year-old Republic of 
Ireland imerhaffonaf was an 
Ifeessade for a medBcal yesterday 
• before agreeing afour-year deal 
.J^hkhwfflkeepMm attheRiver- 
ride Stadium until 2003. 


Bryan Robson, the Mlddles- 
hmngh nwnagpr; ms dpfightod 
with his new acquisition, who at 
one time was valued at around 
£4m. “Keith is strong and very 
quick,” he said. “He is also a 
□sefirf utfr'ty player in that he is 
equally at home wide cm the left 
oratcsntre*rward. ^ " 

" “Gi^^ goo^h^WG^fedhe 
has the abihty to become an ex- 
cellent player because £700,000 
ftsra player ctf his and po- 

tential is a great price, consid- 


ering Norwich turned down a 
£4m tod from Newcastle a cou- 
ple of years ago.” 

O’Neill would have been out 
of contract at Carrow Road at 
the end of the season and could 
have moved abroad on a free 

t ransfer mufor thr* BoSQUM fil- 
ing. HfeaOTwd^tfreRirei^^ 
ends Robson’s search ‘for an 
out-and-out winger; and sug- 
gests that he could be pre- 
pared to abandon his five-man 
defence. 


Robson almost signed the 
Northern Ireland internation- 
al Keith Gillespie from New- 
castle tost summer until a 
medical scuppered the deal. 

O’Neill who made 86 ap- 
pearances, for Norwich over 
five seasops, scoring 10 goals, 
/ will be unified at a press con- 
ference atthe dub’s Roddifle 
Park training ground today. 

His signing follows other 
positive news for Robson, who 
saw the striker Alun Armstrong 


co nfirm his return to fitness 
with a hattrickfor the reserves 
on Wednesday night Both 
could be included in the squad 
for Saturday's trip to Notting- 
ham Forest althoug h it is un- 
likety that either will make the 
starting team. 

Manchester City are set to 
sign the Dundee United for- 
ward Alex Mathie to help with 
their push for promotion from 
the Second Division. The for- 
mer Ipswich striker has en- 


Henman’s 
top five 
incentive 


TonyCottee moves out of line at Leicester (Sty’s photo-call yesterday as Tottenham’s 
opponents prepare for Sunday’s Worthington Cup final at Wembley Raymonds 


dured a miserable time since 
arriving at Tannadice ftrk and 
the United manager; Paul Stur- 
rock, is looking to cut his loss- 
es. However; with City still in 
financial trouble, Sturreckmay 
be forced into a player-ex- 
changg deal 

■ Sunderland, are to screen 
Saturday’s home game with 
Bolton at the city’s Crowtree 
Leisure Centre after tickets 
fertile First Dwiskm match sold 
out earfier this week. 


THE key BISCAYNE tourna- 
ment began its 15th and final 
run as the Lip ton Champi- 
onships yesterday before con- 
necting to a new sponsor, 
Ericsson. It is not often that a 

commercial link is severed with 
sentimentality but the Lipton 
has been everybody’s cup of 
tea. bringing together the 
men’s and women’s tours for 
one of the most successful 
events outside the four Grand 

Slams. 

Fittingly, all but one of the 
world's top 20 men are here (the 
American Todd Martin is rest- 
ing an injured stomach muscle 
for the Davis Cup tie against 
Britain at Easter) with the No 
1 ranking up for grabs again, 
and five former women's cham- 
pions are competing. 

Many rhangftfi have tokan 

place here over the years, not 
least the fact that Britain now 
has players good enough to 
enjoy the luxury of sitting out 
the opening round of the men’s 
event waiting for opponents. 
Greg Rusedski, who slipped 
out of the top 10 after narrow- 
ty losing to T^m Henman in the 
third round at Indian WfeDs last 
week, ought to be pruned to 
make a speedy move up from 
No 13 with few points to defend 
in the months ahead, and Hen- 
man is onty one place from 
breaking into the fay five. Hen- 
man’s second round opponent 
is Cecil Mamit, from Los An- 
geles, who yesterday defeated 
his American compatriot Paul 
Goldstein 4-6, 6-2, 7-5. Ruseds- 
ki plays the Romanian Adrian 
Voinea, who was too strong for 
David Caldwell, a qualifier from 
Virginia, winning 6-0, 6-3. 

Mamit ranked No 86, gained 
minor prominence last month 
by reaching his first ATP Tbor 
final at the Sybase Open in San 
Jose, California. En route he 
defeated Kenneth Carlsen. 
watched Andre Agassi swear 
himgpjf tn disq ualificatio n and 
had wins against Mark Wood- 

fitrrip and Mirhj tfl Chang. Marir 

PtriBppoussis was too strong for 

Mamit is thefinai-Then a gain, 
the Australian denied Carlos 
Moya the Indian Wells title last 
week after the Spaniard had 
supplanted Pete Sampras as 
the world No 1. 


TENNIS 


By John Roberts 
in Key Biscayne, Florida 

Yesterday it seemed that 
Mamit would find Goldstein 
too good for him, particularly 
after double-faulting three 
times in a row to go 0-3 down 
in the opening set Goldstein, it 
may be remembered, is the col- 
lege boy who eliminated Rused- 
ski in the second round of the 
Australian Open. 

Mamit might lack height (5ft 
8in), but the 22-year-old of Fil- 
ipino extraction is a game com- 
petitor Although be was unable 
to convert either of two break 
points for 4-4 in the opening set 
he outplayed Goldstein in the 
second set and recovered a 
break of serve to win the final 
set 

Henman has actually de- 
feated Mamit on slow clay 
courts in satellite events in 
Florida, albeit before the 
Briton began his climb up the 
rankings. “From what I re- 
member, Tim is the type of 
player who puts a lot of pres- 
sure on you, especially m your 
second serve," the American 
said. “He’s a crafty player and 
he obviously has a lot more ex- 
perience than me.” 

Mami t said his progress in 
the San Jose event had given 
him a lot of confidence. “It’s 
good to took back on that tour- 
nament, and how 1 came 
through against the good play- 
ers, and gave them a good 
match. When I saw the draw 
here I realty wanted to play 
against someone of Tim’s 
stature.” 

Not surprisingly given his 
own stature, Mamit models 
himself on Chang. “But I try to 
be aggressive as well” he said. 
One of his ambition is is to play 
in the main draw at^ Wimbledon. 
“I played in the qualifying event 
in 1997, and lost in the first 
round,” he said. 

\fainea, ranked No 77, has the 
look of a right-handed Rused- 
ski parity because he is talland 
lean, but also because he sports 
a headband. He has never 
played Rusedski before and 
will do well to counter the 
British No 2’s serve. 
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Thomas 
succumbs 
to injury 


ATHLETICS 


IWAN THOMAS, the Common- 
wealth 400 metre champion, 
was due to fty home from 
Johannesburg yesterday after 
an ankle injury sustained dur- 
ing training cut short his South 
^African trade campaign. 

The Welshman, a regular 
runner on the South African 
summer circuit, was due to 
line up with the former world 
champion, Antonio Pettigrew, 
and his fellow American. 
Jerome Vbang, at the high-al- 
titude Ruimsig Stadium track 
□ear Johannesburg today 
Morocco’s Abdelkader El 
Mouariz, the surprise runner- 
up in the 1998 Flora London 
Marathon, will run in this year’s 
event on 18 ApriL His addition 
to the field adds further depth 
and quality to the strongest 
men’s field ever assembled in 
a tog-dty marathon. 

Last year El Mouaziz took 
the race by storm when he 
buQt a derisive lead in the dos- 
ing stages. However. Spain’s 
. Anton, urged on by Por- 
M9aTs Antonio Pinto, dosed the 
and wfth fewer than 600 me- 
tres to go the world champion 
took the lead and went cm to win 
the race. El Mouaziz finished 
second in a Moroccan record. 
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TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

40,000 

The number of 
Australian dollars 
(£15,500) 
auctioneers expect to 
be raised for charity 
by an international 
cap belonging to Sam 
Loxton, one of Don 
Bradman's 1948 
cricket tourists. 



ATHLETICS 

Vita PavJysh. the Ukrainian shot put- 
ter. has tested positive for the an- 
abolic steroid stanozolol after 
winning the gold medal at the 
WorW Indoor OwncHonship in Mae- 
bashi. Japan, earlier this month 
and has been banned for two years 
by her federation. Ravtysh will be 
stripped of her gold medal, which 
wUI go to Irina Korzhanenko. of Rus- 
sia. the silver medallist in Maebashl. 

BASKETBALL 

Leicester Gey Riders’ dismal season 
took another dive yesterday when 
the Budwdser League Club's lead- 
ing scorer JaRon Boone returned to 
the United States for family reasons, 
and is not expected to return. 
MBA: Boston i te LA appert M: fhtadet- 
phla 1 1* Indiana 1 10: Miami 66 Atlanta 
65; Charlotte 1 1 9 Phoenbc 111: Toronto 
103 Detroit IOI : New Jersey 88 Oattas 87: 
Onaido 103 ChlcagpB«i; Houston 1 IA Den- 
ver 109: San Antonio 82 GoMen Stare 78. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC OIVISfON 

W L PCT GB 

Mini 18 5 -783 - 

Orlando .... — — 7 7 .708 1 /-- 

No York- 1* 9 609 * 

Ptriladdpbla.— 13 9 .591 V/> 

WwH "**— ** Q 13 .009 S'/j 

8 12 .400 87, 

18 .182 13V» 
onnstoN 
,15 7 .682 
.12 9 -571 27j 

.13 10 .565 2V: 
.12 11 -522 3'/i2 


Indiana 


Atlanta 



^9 12 .<i29 

572 


7 14 .333 

7 Vi 


6 16 .273 

9 

WESTERN COMFERENCE 
MIDWeST DCVlSiON 

W L PCT 
Utah 18 4 .818 

GB 

Sm Antonio 

15 9 -625 

4 


— 13 10 .565 

5V: 


- -B IS 333 

11 


6 17 .261 

127) 



14’/) 

PHOHC DIVISION 



17 7 .708 

1 


12 9 .571 

4 V. 


12 11 .522 

5 Vi 
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GoSd« Scan — 

___9 14 .391 

BVi 

UK Clippers 1 21 MS I® 

BUDHBSeB LEAGUE: BkrpinRharn Bul- 
lets 91 Edkiburjh Rocks 82: Worthing 
Bears 88 Detby Storm HXL _ ^ 


MaadaStw Giants — 3 J 28 3 56 

SSS^wyara -30 20 10 AO 

^ « >2 36 

SSLvmMTO 30 18 12 36 

iCtVMTls r-r— 32 18 36 

STuaSon tXparda -30 1 5 15 30 

ber „ ,02220 

9 23 18 
8 22 16 
7 23 U 
4 28 B 


Mabn )> Hocto —. => 2 

Milton He*"" lioas— 32 

Chaster Jat» —30 

Lalcasrar Riders 30 


WoKBMg Bears 


32 


BOWLS 

■Hn-nM HOME INHWWATIONAI. 

g SgiS MMMM 135-103 (SCO 
Brer E Wten M S OKW 26- 1 3: A Oi l 1st je 
inw in J AEKUnd 19-21. A Melrose bf D 

2 3-1* J Cm*" » » ^5“- 

11.U' F Mc&v** 6 I®* 1 IO *- 

135-100 Jin Skips IW5J . J Md™- 

2A-1 1; 3: S tost ro^ M 

lamer U.-21). 



FOOTBALL 

GBtMANY SQUAD (EnropcM Cham- 
|*nrWp Broqj Thnt qaaHAers « 


31 Maseh, Noreobcrx): 
Goalkeepers: Kahn IBayem Munk?}. 
■ (Bonssla Doronund). Dn- 
: BabbeL Mauhaus (both Bay- 
ern Munlchl. Newoeay (Bayer 
Leverkusen). Mimtr (Hansa Rostock), 
Uffirns (Parts St-Geomtn). aBdfleMaro: 
B all ade (Kaberstautem). B e lwflrk (Bay- 
er Leverkusen), Kamaon [Newcastle 
United). Hdortch (Ftarendna). 

■tes (KiyemMunicn), MdBcr, 

{both Bonjssla Donmund), 

(Bayer Leverkusen). Rdcji (Kaiser- 
slautern), Rkfcen (Sorussia Dortmund). 
SciuBZ, taraae (both Bayem Mtaiich). 
Forwards: BierbofT (Mian), Bade 
(Werder Bremen). Jaocicer (Bayem 
Munich). Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen). 
Men vllle (Hansa Rostock). Preetx 
(Henha Berin). Jld d er (Bayern Mmich). 
FRANCE SQUAD fHuropean Omnpl- 
orrthlp Group Feta* qualifiers * 
Ukraine, 27 March, aad Armenia, 
31 March, both at the Stade de 
RnDCEk fjoi Bf tnfrT Btrttaz (Monj- 
co). Foraeo (Oiynpique Marseille). De- 
fenders: Blanc (Otympique Marseffle). 
Dcsalllf. Leboeur (both Chelsea), 
lixanza (Bayern Munich), Threraoi 
(Parma). Katesaben (Real Madrid). NBd- 
Ralders: Boghosstaa (Parma), Da- 
sehamps, Ztoaae (both fuvemus], 
Dhoraseo (Oiymplque Lyon). Ptdt 
Vtelm (born ArsenaJ). Forwards: 
DJorfcaeff (kittmadonal). Aaetka (A r- 
serrf). Dosarry. Plrea (both MarseUle), 
WBterd (Gfrondlns Bordeaux). 
SCOTLAND UNDER -21 SQUAD (&»- 
rnpnsn Unrlrr 71 i hmplwiirlllp qbsd- 
tfiero v Bosnia and Caech " 
r (LMnstsn), Arthi 
(Dundee Udted), I 
(St Johnstone). Anderson (Aberdeen). 
Buchan (Aberdeen), McEann (Raith). 
Naysmltb (Hearts). fflchalsoB 
[Rangers), wrisan (Rangers), Braboer 
(Reading), CatnpbeO (Leacester). Hash- 
es (Boumemoucili. Mason (Manchester 
City). O'Brtea (St Mrren). Strachao 
(Coventry). Yom (Aberdeen). Benddfl 
(Celtic). Danish (Newcastle). Daigo 
(Raith). Utttl— (KUmamoOd. MeC!*- 
foch (Motherwell). Mofa a (Manches- 
ter United). TWO* (Ayr). 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE: 
P ostp o n ed Matches: 27 Mar: Bo! too 
v Bristol dry. 30 Man Swansea v Cam- 
bridge Utd. 17 Apr: Bristol Rovers vHO- 
wall. na-mranged f b imnai 27 Apr: 
MxdesDeM v Stoke: Bristol ftaaers v MD- 
wail. 


ICe HOCKEY 
NHL: Pittsburgh 2 Tampa Bay O; Wash- 
ington 2 Dallas 1 for): Phoena A Detroit 
3?Boston A Toronto 1 : CWoago 3 Calgaay 
1 ; New Jersey 4 Edmonton 1. Anaheim 2 
Ottawa 2 |W): San Jose A Florida 2. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DIVISION 

W L T F A PCS 

.38 20 9 198143 85 
.37 26 5 213195 79 

BaTTalo - 3» 23 13 177 150 75 

Boston 30 27 10 175156 70 

Momrtal— — -27 31 9 160175 63 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 
New Jaroey— 38 21 6 200166 84 

Pfctshmxh 35 22 10 207179 80 

PHiadeWU .JO 22 17 200167 77 
NT»3«— 2® 30 9 189188 67 
NY blniitn -’9 41 9 158206 47 

SOUTHEAST DCVTSIOfl 

Carolina 30 24 14 177 167 74 

Merida 25 25 17 170177 67 

Wiilifatinn **° 6 177180 62 

papa Bay J6 46 S 142241 ST 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

W L T F APtS 

pyrrole .33 29 6 199174 72 

St Louis 29 28 10 193178 88 

MtestpABe 24 38 6 163221 54 

ChlcafO-^ 20 39 9 155211 49 

NORTHWEST DIVISION 

Colorado 34 25 8 186 167 76 

Steari T-— — 26 32 10 183193 62 
J5 33 10 18818B 60 


pIKMIfT 20 37 II 163209 ST 


PACme DIVISION 

‘Dallas .42 13 12 196 134 96 

Phorehi 33 24 11 169 164 77 

Anabefan 30 27 11 178165 71 

SanioM 26 28 14 155158 66 

Los Angelas — 26 36 5 1 56 1 75 57 

• ihrougft to play-offs 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
WEDNESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: 
Hantaan Ford Premiership: Feather- 
stone 28 Ktfidnes 12: Hull Kingston 
(havers 8 Oldham 8; Whitehaven 24 Lan- 
cashire lynat 12. 


RUGBY UNION 

Stormcrs. of South Africa, were yes- 
terday cleared of breaching Super 
12 tournament rules for fielding a 
second-string team in last weekend's 
46-1 4 thrashing against Otago. The 
South Africans were warned by the 
competition’s controlling body SAN- 
ZAR. chat teams still have a duty to 
sefecr their best sides to protect the 
integrity of the tournament. 

WEDNESDAYS IAfE RE5ULTS: Aagl^ 
WMi nitncja. Oiciucesttr 25 CUW30. 
Gob Matches: Richmond XV 41 Royal 
Navy 17; Combined London OB 22 
Sumy 31. 


TENNIS 
GIROBANK TOUR (Swansea^Men** 
single*, second round: j 


bt H Parker (Berkshire) 1-6 7-5 6-0; N 
Ayron (Somerset) bt F Barrett (WOtsWne) 
6-4 4-6 7-6: C Coombs (Kent) btCUd- 
ofa (Nigeria) 6-3 6-2; L Herbert (Herts) 
bt LCdSnscn (Oxfordshire) 5-7 6-3 6-2: 
C Saverstone (Surrey) bt L Naqushban- 
di (Esse*) 6-0 6-2: K ElBotr (Hms) be 
R Hutchins (Surrey) 7-5 6-2: N Gould 
- - - - - * ‘ 7-6 6-2; 
11)6-2 


6-1 6-4. B Fulcher (Norfolk) b E Wood 
(Herts) 6-3 6-4; J J=« (Lines) bJThylor 
(Ooucs) 6-2 6-4; P Hand (Berks) b W 
Herbert (Middx) 6-3 7-6: T Greenland 
ICwon) bN Watts (WBtS) 6-3 6-2. CBen- 
rrett (Hereford A Worts] bt M Blames 
(Essex) 6-3 6-7 6-4. 


FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

HARP LASER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Prouder DUsta Shefboume 
v Sligo (7.45): Waterford v Shamrock 
Rovers (7.45. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
JJB SPORTS SUPER LEAGUE: Leeds 
v Wigan (7 JO). 


RUGBY UNION 
A WTEKNAnONALS 

England v France (>.30) 

tat Redruth) 

Italy v Whies (7.30) 

(or Ravine) 

Scotland v Ireland (7.0) 

(at Myreside) 

UNDER- 21 EKTERNATIONALSi ! ^ 


CLUB MATCH: Harlequins v Biamtx 
(7 30). 


BASKETBALL 

BtIDWBISER LEAGUE: Milton Keynes 
Lions v Leicester ftldere (7.30); Sheffield 
Sharks v Manchester Giants (7.4S). 


ICE HOCKEY 
5EXONZU SUFERLEAGUE Play-offs: 
Graop B: Neucasde Rserkings v CartSff 
Devils (7.15). 


OTHER SPORTS 

BOLES Sumlngdale Foursomes. 


:ui(tun» 




APR 

Fixed until 2004 



ff you wont a mortgage thot helps you plan for the future, call 
NatWest right owoy . We con give you a quote in five minutes 
and a provisional decision just ten minutes later. 


Call 0800 400 999 


You’ll find us on the Internet on: www.natwest.co.uk 


A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


, , 7DUR HOME IS AT RSKIFTOU DO NOT US’ UP BEFVtlHBITS ON A MORTGAGE OB OHEH UMN ! 

Wq ^ lll, y C*rd^be™fai»dfc.«aWBaB»«POBg.tj»*a< 


/ortcjSe 




and depends ontfcdOaeoce bMataktxfes 
ate inySmi n I IP, Lain tawa 

VMiteter Ue Aaroree Itekd oMdi 
Sduroeml b a^faad h)«w secaUs 
YKt OM l«d^ gaud mb iawd by 


hwntort4afiBBtf<abntfmfen.NataidWfe*i4teiB«4lfe*nN*m«4rdaNi««ttartCavn»MaMqCm*fohasMre.pcr>4>m. 

I g «xAr waited U s. i Mtn M ni biBtea rod WaMlea S axtonh m UnMrd. oWdi b a member at the UntfcmSIttd, 

ted Futaes Awtmtq. The -Bat Bate aad mb tatelbu Tta MenmY ma»*e nnd am Idyed by an Mepcnden jxnd ni 100 maqnqe fentei. The 

, «»A»Y^4oy«ta 1 Mattes aiAtt n&^xd.SeMtaxl and Dex*«anntUtaealMim » P*«. 


• 7^*5 sr osra cost 
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/ CASTAIGNEDE IS KICKING HIMSELF P22 # MANDELA TEMPTS LEWIS P25 


Keegan gives Sutton his chance 



Kevin Keegan arrives 
to announce his team 


KEVIN KEE GAN sprang a sur- 
prise when Ik nnvdled his first 
England squad yesterday: 
he named a balanced party 
with nine defenders and only 
six forwards. 

One of those was Chris Sut- 
ton, whose inclusion, after just 
one match back for Blackburn, 
was perhaps the biggest shock, 
though Tim Sherwood could not 
have expected his first call-up. 
He is one of two uncapped 
players in the 24-man selection 
for tomorrow week’s European 
Champio nship qualifier with 
Poland at Wembley the other 
being Ray Parlour. 

In all there are six changes 
from the last squad, picked by 
Glenn Hoddle and named by 
Howard Wffidnsoo, which faced 
Fiance last month. Phil Neville, 
David Batty and Steve McMa- 
naman are also recalled while 


by Glenn Moore 
Pop thaD Correspondent 

Dion Dublin, Paul Merson, 
Nicky Butt, Paul Dace, Kieron 
Dyer and Richard Wright drop 
out Ince is suspended, E)yer in- 
jured, Butt has not recovered 
his place since injury while 
DobKn and Merson have not re- 
gained form. TOigfat reverts to 
the Under-215 as Keggan has 
opted for two goalkeepers with 
lan Walker on standby. 

Ffew would argue with the 
broad make-up of the squad As 
Keegan said: “There are only 
around 50 potential England 
players, same of those are too old 
or have had a chance, some are 
on the verge of playing but not 
reads? sane are not involved with 
their dubs for various reasons 
- like Rob Lee, seme are sus- 
pended and some are figured It 


ENGLAND SQUAD V POLAND 


{Leeds 

Moms (Arsenal) 

(Tottenham) 
nd (West Ham] 
(Arsenal] 

UKQ 

p:"' 


ifRraentan) 
f Vted] SH aw ood (fcoenham) 
Soutbcm (Aston VBta) Redknapp [Liverpool) 

- (Arsenal) Cob (Manchester UcdJ 

i (Manchester Utd) STmmw [Newcasde lied) 

i (Man Unfl Omd (Liverpool) 

F (Leeds Utd) r —Hhr (Live-pool) 

i (Liverpool) Scttoa (Bbekbum RwenJ 



comes down to about 32 players 
of which I’ve chosen 24." 

A fair point, but there are in- 

n^gjgtpnriRg MpManaman, (hr 

example, is even less involved 
with Liverpool than Lee is at 
Newcastle, yet he was chosen. 


withlhe dearth of players able 
toplqy on the left flank, but it is 
also because Keegan, because 
of bis Fblham commitments, is 
having to back hunches. 

He admitted he had only 
been able to watch one Pre- 
miership match in the flesh, 


Liverpool's match at Derby 
last wed: Fourteen of the 22 
players and all 10 substitutes 

vpprpfh rpign MrMHwaman. tiip 

reason for the visit, was omit- 
ted The only beneficiary ap- 
pears to be the promising 
Steven Gerard, of Liverpool, 
who will join the squad, along 
with Jonathon Woodgate, of 
Leeds, for experience. 

MeManaman was still cho- 
sen. perhaps because Keegan 
can empathise with the prob- 
lems created by his decision to 
join Real Madrid in the summer: 


“I know how he feels, I have 
been through the same situa- 
tion myself [when he was leav- 
ing Xavepod for Hamburg hi 
19771. ITs not for me to get in- 
volved with the politics but ifhe 
played he might feel he has 
something to prove. He’s not a 
player who needs a lot <rf train- 
ing to befit, and I would have 
no qualms about his fitness if 
he whs selected to play.” The 
same applied, he said, to Batty 
Fitness, he conceded “is a 
slight worry” where. Sutton 
was concerned but the Black- 
burn striker is unlikely to start 

fhftmatrh Kf-Rgan 

reaction when Sutton ngected 
the chance to play for the B 
team last spring was “’Why?" 
but he added: “Everybody de- 
serves a second chance. I 
walked out on Don Re vie [after 
he was omitted from a match 


against Wales in 1975) sol can’t 
criticise too much. Sometimes 
you do things under pressure 
which you cant understand 
yourself, Maybe he’ll tell me 
why when we meet up” 

Sutton will not be the wily 
player de wo g some «*» piaining 
The FA has not yet had a 
chance to conduct the hearing 
into Graeme Le Saux and Rob- 
bie Fowler’s spat at Stamford 
Bridge so Keegan intends to 
shut them in a roam with him 
when the squad meets on Sun- 
day night “and have 15 minutes 
with than repairing the dam- 
age. Hiis is not the FA’s idea, 
it is mine: Th^ are part of an 
England squad together and 
the last thing we need is friction 
between players.” 

Of the new players, Keegan, 
who conducted an impeccable 
press conference, said: “Sber- 


wood gives me options, he's 
pfeying as weD as he's ever 
played and is unlucky not to be 
capped before. Parioin; I would 
have taken him to the World 
Cup. I don’t know what else he 
had to dq, he was and is play- 


ers and some weeks is the best 

on the park.” 

ftnl Gascoigne, on the other 
hand, “has not had the chance 
to prove his fitness,” said Kee- 
gan, adding: “The door is still 
open to him - he can win 
games.” Dublin, Merson and 
Les Ferdinand also received a 
mention in diBpatehes. 

Keegan added: “Wb need to 
win all three of the European 

fi ha mp i nnship game s [under 

his caretaker reignl. That’s not 
bravado, yon just have to look 
at the table to know that But 
we are capable of doing it" 


Reed reports 
Ginola over 
celebration 


DAVID GINOLA may have lit up 
the FA Cup on Tuesday with his 
superb winner for Ttattenham at 
Barnsley, but foe referee Mike 
Reed was unimpressed by his 
subsequent display of chest- 
baring (or vest-baring in fact), 
and has reported him to the 
Football Association for “over- 
elaborate goal celebrations”. 

The Fren chman reacted to 

his strike - a contender for goal 
of the season - by naming to 
the Spurs fans, taking his shirt 
off and throwing it to the crowd. 

The co ntr oversial Reed said: 
“This sort of thing can be dan- 
gerous if people start to surge 
forward. The police have con- 
stantly told us to keep theplay- 
ers on the pitch when they are 
celebrating goals. I realise it was 
a brilliant goal but we are under 
instructions to report anything 
we feel is over the top." 

David Pleat, Tottenham’s di- 
rector of football, was unim- 
pressed. “Maybe Mr Reed 
should have noted that David 
was celebrating in front of his 
own fans. He didn’t drop his 
shorts, he didn’t show his back- 
side, the shirt was thrown back 
to him and the game restarted 
at the time it should have done. 


Maybe Mr Reed wished be had 
scored foe goal" 

Despite the unfavourable 
report, Ginola is unlikely to be 
punished FA sources yesterday 
indicated that foe worst he can 
expect is a letter reminding him 
of the potential hazards of over 
enthusiastic revelry. 

Well used to producing the 
unexpected cm foe pitch, Gino- 
la did much the same off it 
yesterday when he said he will 
model himself on George Gra- 
ham if he becomes a manager 

“If I became a manager then 
I would follow George Gra- 
ham's philosophy of football,” 
he said “The best managers in 
foe world know that foe idea [of 
football] is to build the team 
from the defence. 1 remember 
when I played in Paris for PSG 
that we got a lot of criticism 
because we didn't score many 
goals. Butatthe end of the sea- 
son we won the title. 

“If you keep a dean sheet 
then there is always the possi- 
bility of you scoring one goal 
and winning. So I would build 
from the back and have players 
like mysdfup front- that would 
be very nice." 

More football, pages 27, 26 



Mick Fitzgerald aboard See More Business (left) jump the last fence alongside Tony Dobbin on Go Ballistic in yesterday's Gold Cup at Cheltenham David JcmesfPA 
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ACROSS 

I Its delivery marks an 
earlier delivery (8,4) 

9 Intend to block up 
opening in clothing (7) 

10 Doctor very involved in 
genuine amputation? (7) 

II & 12 Raves wildlv after 
bad behaviour? The 
other way round (4*5) 

13 Group of countries with 
veto, according to 
report (41 

16 A useful purchase for 
the mountaineer? (7) 

17 A ship after 
unloading? (7) 

18 With cleverness and 
cunning capturing the 
market (7) 

21 Quaking, one's 
surrounded by half a 
hundred (7) 


23 Feature one omitted 
from series (4) 

24 & 25 About to mislay 
equipment in which note 
is tightly bound (5-4) 

28 Appear more profitable 
than betrayal (switching 
round) (7) 

29 There's a row about 
empty easel in studio (7) 

30 Newspapers in Scotland 
going to suggest con- 
scription of a sort? (5-7) 

DOWN 

1 With flair; cook cut soft 
loaf (7) 

2 TVpe of knot working 
free (4) 

3 Rash person had to 
strangle someone else, 
almost (7) 

4 See water rising - run 


out into that spray (7) 

5 & 15 Do repeat your 

visit what? (4*>) 

6 A trickle in nasty vile 
rut (7) 

7 Junior ranks having no 
state fending? (7,6) 

8 What suggests extremes 
of founder in Met 0 
circles, possibly (8£) 

14 & 26 Exotic regions - 
potentially representing 
oases thus? (5.4) 

15 See 5 down 

19 One in a barrel or one in 

aerate? (7) 

Chunk of tree has most of 
in ribbons (4-3) 
tain America 
should be swathed in 
shame (7) 

22 A tiny amount of 
digging in excavation is 
worrying (7) 

26 See 14 down 

27 House is surrounding 
me on rising (4) 


Business usurps 
the pretenders 
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WE DU) not get the result ex- 
pected in the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup yesterday We got justice in- 
stead. 

Florida Pearl. Teeton Mill 
and Double Thrihei; foe sup- 
posed new nronarchs of steeple- 
chasing, were scorched in 
National Hunt's fiercest of are- 
nas. Victory went instead to a 
horse who has already been 
burned in this contest and it was 
a result that showed there are 
betting shops in the heavens. 

See More Business was sec- 
ond favourite for the Blue 
Riband when he was pushed off 
foe track by another horse 12 
months ago. Vinification does 
not usually come as true as this. 

“Ybu're never owed anything 
in thin game, hit winning this 
certainty makes up for every- 

thfog,” PauVNkhoQs, the winning 
traina; said. “We’ve cracked it." 

While See More Business 

was outstanding in the athletic 
battle, he was not omnipotent in 
the catwalk erf the parade ring. 
The languid Florida Peari, E&- 
carte^ueandthefrighteaingifi- 
mensions of Double Thriller 
stood out If these three had 
been strapped to a rival chari- 
ot then BenHur would have fin- 
ished rumrer-upm the mfisam. 

Go Ballistic and See More 
Business were dwarfed and the 
loose, blade material around 
foe latter’s face looked like 
something you might see flap- 
ping on grandma's washing fine. 
BOnkers, though, have been the 
making of See More Business. 

Just two weds ago he began 
schooling in foe headgear and 


RACING 


By Richard Edmondson 
at Cheltenham 

immediatety eradicated. “It was 
like riding a completely differ- 
ent horse," Mick Fitzgerald, 
the jockey, reported. 

This was a newly polished 
skill that stood the nine-yearoM 
in good stead in the opening ex- 
changes yesterday as Senor 
El Betrutti and Dorans Pride 
blasted away from foe front 
The first victim was a huge- 
ly significant one. Teeton MSI, 
the grey who has swept through 
ail ranks this season, slipped a 
tendon off a hock and was pulled 

GOLD CUP 

1 SEE MORE BUSINESS 

M A Fitzgerald 16-1 

2 GO BALLISTIC 

A Dobbin 66-1 

3 FLORIDA PEARL 


RDunwoody 5-2 fa v 


vious vaulting clumsiness was 


up before the ninth fence. He is 
unlikely to race again. 

The pounding tmpocantin- 
ued with Double Thriller as foe 
canductoc See More Business 
scooted along pteasingty dose 
to the pace, while foe most omi- 
nous of shadows belonged to 
Florida Pearl. At the high point 
of the course he looked foe win- 
ner “Richard [Dunwootty] said 
the horse came alive at the top 
of foe bin, but then be used what 
he had in the tank to get to foe 
other two," Willie Mullins, the 
trainer; said. By now, the other 
two comprised See More Busi- 
ness and Go Ballistic, 16-1 and 
66-1 shots spoiling foe dreams 
of punters and purists. The ne- 


gotiation of foe final fence de- 
cided it “I needed a long one at 
the last and I thought to myself: 
‘You’re either coming up or 
going down, it's one or foe 
other* Fitzgerald said. “He 
got it right” At the line, a length 
was the division. 

It was a day of three victories 
fir BUzgprald, three spurts of the 
high pleasure a festival winner 
inje<^“Hapybo<tyhadseenme 
ibiving hone after the County 
Hurdle two years ago, when I 
chose foe wrong horse and 
Bama Bcrywnn, they wouldknow 
what the Festival does forme,” 
he said. “I broke every speed 
record there was that night I was 
not a happy man. I was in such 
a temper that I had to take rqy 
wedding ring off as ft was cutting 
into my finger. Ihafs what CheL 
tenham means to me. And when 
1 got beaten on Rough Quest in 
the 1996 Gold Cup [behind Im- 
perial Cam I was gutted. I want- 
ed to feel what Conor O’Dwyer 
felt But I felt it today and it's 
something that won’t go away 
for a long, longtime.” 

Paul NlcfaoJJs, too, has had 
bad days in foe Cotswolds and 
his victories at this year’s met- 
ing have been long overdue: “I 
supposed I did begin to wonder 

if I would ever have a winner 
here. But that's behind me.” 

And Paul Barba; joint owner 
of See More Business, wifi now 
have to set different goals. It is 
his ambition to establish a 
1,006-strong dairy hod in the 
West country and win a Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup. Mi lking cows 
and milking applause, he’s now 
done it all. 

Racing: pages 24, 25 
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FAST TRACK 
TO THE 
EURO MARKET 

Eiirohub is exactly that A state-of-the-art 
road/ rail/storage complex, which means your 
products are a matter of just hours away from 
anywhere in Continental Europe. And where is 
Eurohub? As you might expect - at the Uve Centre of 
U.K. business - Corby. 

Eurohub is just part of 
. . . --A:.* the Corby Infrastructure 
- - which has attracted over 

1,000 established and 
new businesses In the 
’ ast f * w yeats- Only a 
few minutes from the 
main motorway network 
’ and hot much more 
from four international 
airports, Corby is right at 
the heart of the country, 
tf your business needs to 
move fast, make bracks 
for Corby and we'll tell 
you the rest of foe 
business friendly story. 

For a fell Information pack caU Jon Blake on 01536 
262571 or complete and return the coupon. 

Name 




Company 


Address 


Tel 


To: Corby Industrial Development Centre, 
Crosvenor House, George Street, 

Corby, Northerns NN17 1TZ. 

Tel: 01536 262571 Fax: 01536 401374. 

E-maS [blake^oarbyvKjritt^kmooxoaA f ] 

At The Live Centre 
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Listings • Television 


A spate of savage killings 
has shocked Jamaica. 
The 29 victims are all 
elderly, returning from 
Britain and America to the 
rural idylls they remember 
from their childhoods. 

But times have changed 
and they’re not 
welcome anymore. . . 

Paradise 
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. bo^ believe he dung to life for some time after 

l h i s at t ac k ers had abandoned the scene. But there 
f was no one to hear his cries for help. 

Mr Morris; who died last October at the age 
of 70, became one of the many victims of ruth- 
less gangs preying on the elderly ‘•foreigners" 
Who retire to Jamaica antici pating t hat. ITy> ir ywn. 
mgs will allow them to live their last years in 
P^nd style in the warmth of the Caribbean sun. 
instead they have provided easy pickings for ban- 
dits stalking the Jamaican countryside. 

Although he never felt completely at home in 
the industrialised West Midlands, Mr Morris was 
wdtknown and highly popular among Carfobean 
MMligrants of his own generation, many of whom 

he had sheltered when they first arrived in the 
area from the Wfest Indies. 

He had moved to Britain at the age of21 and, 
after giving up a labouring job in a cable focto- 
iX he drew on his Caribbean upbringing to set 
op fa business selling yams, green bananas and 
dasheens from the back of his motorcycle. He 
Progressed to a mobile shop before setting up 
- a Carfobean food store that was to become a focal 


. r — — — — ■ MiMMijuuuuu, *as snot once 

m bis abdomen and three times in the back. His 
killers have not been traced. Then on 4 Janu- 
ary Nigel Johnson, a Londoner who was stay- 
ing with relatives in the parish of St Catherine, 
was shot dead by gunmen who burst into the 
house shortly after two o’dock in the morning 
The 36-year-old, the youngest “returnee” to die, 
was robbed of £700 in cash andjeweflery. Again, 
the killers have not been caught Mr Johnson 


H 'iilJ.J’P L'Iu'I'mi.i 


Jamaica and were realising dreams of return- 
ing home to what th«y nostalgically remembered 
as an island paradise of rural peace and dear 


of last year 

In November a 58-year-ofld man from Tot- 
tenham, north London, who had set up a busi- 
ness in the central Jamaican town of May Fen, 
Clarendon, was dropped to death with machetes 


recognition. 

By choosing to return to the villages of their 
childhood they eschew the high security and 
armed guards which patrol the homes of the 

Jamaican Site in uptown Kingston. And with few 

friends and relatives in an environment which 
th^y left two generations earlier they are 
isolated and vulnerable. 

Many of the 40,000 people who have re- 
turned to Jamaica over the past five years are 

pensioners who still receive benefits from 


skeemp b 


UJ “ ua ui*Lyou wooia not know many 
p^ple, so there are no gunmen or police to pro- 
tm you and the criminals see you as an easy 
target It is very sad,” he says. y 

Such advice comes too late for Alfred Mor- 
ns, and back m Birmingham his relatives are 

XtSE****. gentie “antayknewas 

? ITQer ^ Dorothy Morris, 56, 
says: “Sabboo has never done anything toany- 
°2f: 5 ? activ ^y involved With the comm* 
S* 7 ' returned from the fields, he used 

tocafl the hds and give them fbodHbw can thw 
the goose that laid the enldm 


who would pay 
twice as much 

TO CALL A MOBILE 
PHONE ? 


by Kenneth Taylor 


-- “ . ” uc guueu eggr" 

a “fn who came to Britain in 
1950 with a sense of hope and adventure, settinE 
up a shop m Bnrningham which sold Caribbean 
which came *0® as far 

anElfl as CorrKff ir u .i - 


after intruders broke into his bouse in nearby 
Mandeville. His killers, too, are still at large. 

Two days before Christmas, a minibu s ferr ying 
six returnees from the United States between 
Norman Manley Airport in Kingston and their 



England and contribute about £15m to the is- 
land's economy each year. Most are from the 
group of people who came to En gland in the 
Fifties and Sixties, on board orfollowing the SS 
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ana Manchester So success^ 
^het^heamassed sufficient savtoS 

Jamaica ’ d ose to the sandy 

house that was to prove his undwng. 

C ? n ^ “» death was a shock 
but hardly a surprise. Caral, 68, had himself 


--- wcnMawi ubuiw 

“WBaftcJy beaches where Christopher Cohim- 
ovs eame on shore when he arrived on the is- 
hi t 494 . But the quiet seaside village that 
he had known as a boy had changed dramati- 
togy Now St Ann's was a bustling town that drew 
Propte from far and wide, anxious to make money 

"Wu fte new tourist trade. 

friends and relatives whom Mr Morris had 
as a child were now long gone, and the 


matron of their whereabouts. The couple, who 
were fivingln the capital, Kingston, have not been 
seen since they went to meet a prospective buyer 
for a van they had advertised for sate. The ve- 
hicte was found aband o ne d in sugar-cane fields 
near the Caymanas Park racecourse, and the 
Grahams are feared to be dead. 

It is a disturbing pattern that is causing great 
concern to the Jamaican authorities. In the past 
six years, 29 people who left Jamaica to mato» 
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strongly believes that returnees are being tar- 
geted- A returnee himself, who used to live in 
Bir mingha m, he says: “I don’t know if it is be- 
cause they have bag houses or they talk too much 

about what they have, but they are definitely 
being singled out 

‘Tamnotsayingpeopteearfthavebighous- 
es and expensive cars, but when yon have these 
things people get jealous, especially in a place 
like Jamaica, which has high levels of poverty. 
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says Caral, -he 



agg^sion that we face out there is unbdiev- 
to kffl you if you are 
^ ^ wa Ioc aLlf th^go to 
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Even though BT are being pressured to reduce 
their prices to caB mobile phones, they stSB charge 
you up to twice as much as First Telecom. 

t We can also save you up to 50% off your 
national and International calls to over 230 
fc countries. We wont have to touch your existing 
phone, Ene or numbec Just add First Telecom's 
service to your existing BT phone. So Join our 
• 300,000 customers today, you'd be mad not to. 

0800 458 0004 
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EU under scrutiny 

Sin Much of the reporting of the 
European Commission’s 
resi gnati on has misinterpreted the 
role co mmi ssio n ers are supposed 
to play. According to the “founding 
fathers" of the 1950s, 
commissioners were never meant 
to be ministers or departmental 
heads, in a system of line 
management". Commissioners 
are members of a “college" and 
are collectively responsible, rather 
than individually so. Itis 
appropriate, therefore, that they 
resigned en bloc. 

What we have here is a clash 
between two organisational 
cultures: the model of the 1950s 
confronting the new demands of 
the 1990s. Tony Blair is right to 
demand a root-and-branch reform 
of the Commission, but his five- 
point plan does not go far enough. 
Steve Richards is correct 
(Comment, 17 March) to argue 
that the momentum is with for- 
reaching reform. 

It is not simply a matter of 
imposing new financial systems on 
the C ommis sion! the entire model 
has to be changed This means 
reform of the Commission’s 
organisational structures, its 
staffing and promotions policies, 
and the process whereby its heads 
are selected. Out with the 
institutional philosophy of Jean 
Monnet and in with new 
management values and practices. 
Professor KEVIN 
FEATHERSTONE 
Deportment qf European Studies 
University qf Bradford 

Sin As tongas the European 
Commission struggles with its 
dual function of executive and 
administration, as long as the ' 
European Pa rliam ent has 
restricted control over it and as 
long as the appointments of its 
President and commissioners are 
the subject of horse trading 
between member-state 
governments, the prospect of 
malpractices will remain, and the 
EU will lack credibility in the eyes 
of the citizens it serves. 

It however, the Commission 
were to be selected by the 
Parliament - the only body with a 
democratic mandate at EU level - 
the lines of accountability would be 
strengthened and the 
commissioners answerable, 
through the Parliament, to us, the 
citizens of the EU. 

The Parliament’s bombshell 
may, in fact, have been the best 
thing that could happen to the 
Commission. Setting in motion the 
democratisation of the EU. along 
with other reforms, should finally 
persuade people that the EU is 
relevant to ordinary citizens 
ROSALIND GILL 
Oxford 

Sir. The European Commission 
official who blew the whistle on 
cronyism and fraud in Brussels 
says. “I have been very lonely and I 
still am not certain about what is 
going to happen to me" 
(“Ignominious way for them to be 
sacked", 17 March). Now that his 
concerns have been folly 
vindicated, is there any good reason 
why he should remain suspended? 

As Mr van Buitenen himself has 
said, if the UK’s Public Interest 
Disclosure Act -which is due to 
come into force here this May-had 
applied to him, he would have been 
fully protected against 
victimisation. More importantly, 
the law would hare helped ensure 
that the Commission dealt with his 
concerns properly in the first place. 

If the new Commission is to 
signal a break with the past, it 
must reinstate Mr van Buitenen 
and introduce whistleblower 
protection for those countless 
officials less brave than him. 

GUY DEHN 
Director 

Public Concern at (Ifarfc 
London E Cl 

Sir. At the press conference on 16 
March. Jacques Santer said: ~Je 
constate av ec beaucoup de 
satisfaction queje suis 
enticement blanchi." This means 
that he considered that he had 
been "completely cleared" by the 
report and not that he considered 
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Cuba No 5: Young schoolchildren at Trinidad de la Cuba 


himself to be “whiter than white". 

Mr San ter’ s reaction to the 
report might be considered ill- 
judged. However the expression 
“whiter than white", seized upon 
for its newsworthiness by The 
Independent, BBC TV news and 
Channel 4 news among others, 
served to portray him in an 
exaggeratedly negative light 
Dr CHRIS DAWSON 
Lecturer in French 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University 

Sir The resignation of the EU 
Commissioners and the complaint 
earlier in the week, by a butcher 
that after 20 years he would have 
to give up his business because of 
unnecessary and expensive 
alterations he would have to carry 
out at the behest of the EU would 
seem to have only a tenuous 
connection! think otherwise. 

If we have incompetence, 
dishonesty and nepotism at the top 
of the pyramid you can be sure that 
there exists further down a 
bureaucracy intent on empire 
building and endeavouring to 
justify its position by the issuing of 
fatuous regulations. We now have a 
heaven-sent opportunity to purge 
this bloated organisation. 

P BRYAN 
StHdier, 

Jersey 

Sir I find the current d£bdde 
engulfing the European 
Commission ironic in the extreme. 
Over the past five years I hare 
carried out advisory work for 
agencies of the European Union 
and their procedures to stop me 
defrauding them were ludicrous in 
their extent 

Ebr example, in order to claim 
bad: the cost of an air fare I had to 
produce a receipted invoice, the 
ticket counterfoil and the various 
boarding cards. Without any of 
these I would not have been 
reimbursed. Perhaps they should 
apply some of these provisions to 
the commissioners, who appear to 
need them more than I do. 

JOHN CHARMAN 
London SWl 


Protecting children 

Sr in mid-November I witnessed a 

noighhm it p rmnhmg his right year- 

old stepson in the street (Tm sony 
but your children are not your own 
private property", 16 March). 

I remonstrated with him and 
later phoned the NSPCC child 
helpline. 

Ebur weeks later I was 
telephoned by the social services 
and asked to make a formal 
statement and act as a witness in 
any future prosecution. I was 
asked to contact the child 
protection unit of the police and 
was interviewed by a police officer. 

Some weeks later I rang the 
police to ask if I would be needed 
as a witness, to be told that, 
because of the delay between my 
reporting the assault and the 
police's involvement, they would 
not be able to pursue the case 
as there would be no 
physical evidence. 

The case was returned to social 
services and shortfy after they 
visited the family. 

Within days ofthe visit the tyres 
on tny car were slashed. A month 
later they were slashed again, and 
last week my car was vandalised. 

I am not suggesting that social 
services leaked my name but 
rather the family made the ' 
connection between theirvisitand 


xny haring challenged the father 

Other neighbours who have 
witnessed the children being 
assaulted are now even less likely 
to come forward to give evidence. 

Haring suffered hundreds of 
pounds worth of damage to my 
property I hope that if faced with a 
similar situation, Iriould act in the 
same way -but I do know that I 
would think twice, about it 
NAME AND ADDRESS 
SUPPLIED 

Sir: The NSPCC knows from 
dealing with people who come 
for help - and our own 
experience as parents - that the 
world is not divided into good 
and bad people (“Who cares 
about children?", 17 March). 

The Fullstop campaign is not 
about the good driving out the bad. 

Itis about awareness and self 
awareness; enabling action; 
creating an infrastructure and 
services for people concerned 
about cruelty to children, 
providing help and support which 
they can trust 

Above all, it is about changing 
attitudes so that cruelty to 
children becomes absolutely 
intolerable. 

Because the world is not divided 
into good and bad we know that 
there are no simple solutions and 
this will not be easy. But we are 


Sin What does one call a child 
born on the millennium? 
Millennia, Miles, Millie? Given 
the current interest in the 
concept and the possibilities 
for coining a new name. I think 
it should be discussed. 

M SAUNDERS 
Skalford, Surrey 

Sin The term “political 
correctness" is in danger of 
losing its original meaning. 
Simon AQen (letter. 17 March) 
describes church attendance in 
the past as “driven by wbat we 
now caD political correctness". 
What he refers to is not political 
correctness hot almost its 


In Brief 

opposite, social conformism. 
One ofthe goals of political 
correctness is to recognise the 
right of individuals and groups 
not to conform to socially 
repressive norms, and to 
express this recognition by 

refraining from offensive labels 
for minority groups. 

Dr GRAHAM GOULD 
Department qf Theology and 
Religious Studies 
King’s College London 

Sin Jonathan Keate's 
otherwise excellent article 


determined to create the will in 
this country together, to try. 
PHILLIP NOYES 
Director qfPublic Policy 
NSPCC 
London EC2 

Silk scroll’s journey 

Sir: You refer (“Museum is 
charging hidden fees", 11 March) 
to a 14th-century Chinese scroll 
painting on silk at the British 
Muse um. 

Since this painting was acquired 
through the generosity ofthe 
National Art- Collections T\md, 
after the Heritage Lottery Fund 
turned down an application, your 
readers may be interested to learn 
why this work is of outstanding 
national interest 

As the one who first recognised, 
dated, identified and published the 
painting (with a full-size facsi m ile 
reproduction), and who urged its 
acquisition by the British Museum, 
I am most grateful to the National 
Art-Collections Flmd. 

It is a little more than 20 years 
since the scroll was brought to me 
for opinion by its owner, the late 
Philip Robinson. Not only did its 
style, title, calligraphy and other 
inscriptions tally perfectly with the 
signature and date, 1321, of an 
otherwise unknown master; the 
mountingbore the signature of its 


extolling the glories of 
Handel's vocal works (Arts. 16 
March) failed to mention the 
outstanding contribution of 
Charles Pam combe, founder 
and musical director of the 
Handel Opera Society from 
1955 tol985. Charles conducted 
and inspired productions and 
performances of all the 
oratorios, and 30 ofthe operas, 
mainly at Sadler’s Wells, and in 
many other venues, both here 
audio Europe. His pioneering 
work undoubtedly laid solid 
foundations for today’s huge 
revival of interest 
DORIS GITONS 
London SE3 


Michael MacSioeeney 


first English owneq WButieq and 
the date, 1797. TWo centuries ago, 
this was almost certainly the very 
first Chinese paintingdf note and 
distinction to come to this country. 

There is no due as to how the 
scroll came to this country hut a 
section Of the published 
reproduction is exhibited in the 
Pain™* Mnsenm in the lforhidden 

City Beijing with the suggestion 
that it could have been given to 
Lord Macartney, whose embassy 
to the Chinese Emperor journeyed 
to Peking in 1792 to 1793. 

The subject is well matched to 
the vicissitudes of its history: a 
sfai gte toad, a lizard and all kinds of 
insects prey on each other amid 
plants mid flowers of stunning 
beauty, in vefled reference to the 
political disorder of the time. 

Paintings rtf this palihrp are 

rare even in China, and of 
this particular style almost 

non-existent 

RODERICK WHITFIELD 
Perchxil David Professor qf 
Chinese Art 

School qf Oriental and African 
Studies 

University qf London 

Female roles 

Sir. To describe the term “actress" 
as “time-honoured" (letter 17 
March) seems odd 

There was certainly nothing 
honourable about the term at toe 
end ofthe 17th century. Women 
had only recently won the legal 
right to appear on the stage, and 
the male actors previously 
specialising in female roles who 
were thus put out of work soon saw 
to it that the word “actress" should 
become synonymous with whore, 
amoral female, rapacious 
seductress; a tradition continued 
by some sections of the press to 
indude bimbo, striptease artist 
and show-ghl 

If female actors disdain a word 
which implies that their job 
description includes such services 
it does not seem at aD bizarre to 
me but, rather long overdue. 
MOLLY HARRELL 
Itmxnster, Somerset 


Ulster guns must go 

Sir: As a solicitor from Northern 

Ireland now working in London, I 
view the murder of Rosemary 
Nelson with the utmost revulsion- 
Mrs Nelson, Kka many solicitors 
in the province, defended clients 
from both communities. Her crime 
in the eyes of her murderers wasto 
promote her own democratic and 
law-abiding brand of Irish 

nationalism through her work. 

Unlike Frank Murphy Getter, 17 
March) I draw the conclusion that 
Mrs Nelson’s death should only . 
emphasise the need for a speedy 
beginning to the decommissioning 
of pa ramilitar y weapons. Only 
when the gun is removed from 
Ulster’s pditicalarena can 
individuals like Mrs Nelson 
promote their cause safe in the 
knowledge thattheir views will he 
regarded as partand parcel of life 
m a democracy. - 
Mr.Murphyfinds it “daft" that 
decommissioning Should stop - 
elected poEtitians taking part in 
the new Northern Ireland 
executive. Yfet if democracy is to 
truly work, illegally held weapons 
must be removed. Itis common 
knowledge within Unionist circles 
that even a token hand-over of 
weapons by Sinn Hein/IRA will 
allow Rrst Minister TIimMe to 
admit Messrs Adams and 
McGuhmess into the Executive. 
PAUL G W ROBINSON 
London SWl 5 . 

Walking to school 

Sir John R E Bell is right to stress 
tiie risk that “parental choice" in 
education will lead to longer school 
journeys and hence reduce 
children's ability to walk or cycle to 
school Getter, 18 March). But this 
problem should not be overstated. 

From the mid-1970s, the average 
distance travelled to school by five- 
to lOyearokb rose from Lto L2 
miles. The average school journey of 
11- to l&yearolds rose from 2J5to 
2.8 miles over the same period 

These trends are worrying but 
not disastrous, lb increase 
- walking and cyding to school, we 
need to tackle parental concerns 
over speeding traffic and 
“stranger danger”. 

We also needproper “joined-up 
thinking’ in government to prevent 

mdiif-gtinn pftKfy timfermlnmg 

attempts topromote sustainable 
school travel Otherwise the nrae- 
mile school journeys confronted by 
Mr BeBm Bishops Stortfbrd could 
become the norm, not the exception. 
BENPLOWDEN 
Director 

I The Pedestrians Association 
LondcmSWS . 

f Trozen’ buildings 

Sir James Fisher’s article 
“What’s the storey?" (Review, 15 
March) leaves us with a concern 
that we are in danger of adopting a 
rather inflexible approach to 
modern building. 

The essence of a “sustainable” 
Modern design should be that it 
has a robustness rendering it 
capable of a degree of adaptation, 
whilst maintaining its essential 
integrity. Yet the suggestion seems 
to be made that buildings such as 
Isokon and Keeling House must be 
preserved in their exactly original 
form, or they will be of no value. 

I am sure it is possible to accept a 
degree of careful adaptation which 
brings them back into beneficial 
use. One of the worst things that you 
can do to a bmldxng is to leave it 
empty, let alone neglected. 

If we are to list Modern 
buildings, then let us interpret 
that listing in a manner which 
allows them to adapt and evolve, 
at reasonable cost, treating 
i them as places to live rather than 
1 as museu ms. 

MICHAEL GWILLIAM 
Director, Civic Trust 
London SWl 

Bloodless massacre 

Sin You report that The Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre has been 
: passed for viewing with no cuts 
(report 17 March). Ufotft be worth 
watching, will it? 

RICHARD WELSH 
Denbigh, Clwyd 


Thou wast not born for death, immortal bird! 


"I was woken by the birds this 
morning." said the man at the bar. 
"Five o'clock. Bloody racket Why 
can’t they get up at a proper hour?" 

"They do." said the woman with 
the red hairdo, who used to drink 
orange juice when she had orange 
hair but has switched to red wine 
to match her new hair colour. 
“They get up with the sun. same 
as the rest of us should. In the old 
days everyone followed the natural 
pattern of days. Now only the 
birds do." 

“At least they don't sing when 
they go to bed." said the man with 
the dog. "Can you imagine what a 
dusk chorus would be like?" 

"Bloody racket” said the man at 
the bar again. "I lav- there listening 
to them and wondered why anyone 
ever described the noise as singing. 
Nothing much musical about it 


There was one bird who sounded 
like a mobile phone. In feet, it 
sounded so much like a mobile 
phone I got up to make sure it was- 
n’t mine." 

"And was it?" 

“Of course it wasn’t, as I would 
have known if I hadn't been half 
asleep. You don't get mobile 
phones 20 feet up a tree, looking 
for mates." 

“It might have been a starting," 
said the resident Welshman. 
“They're very good at imitating 
things. Maybe it’s been living dose 
to a mobile phone and liked the 
sound of it." 

"There’s no reason why it 
should be imitating anything,” 
said the man with the dag "Maybe 
it just sounds like a mobile phone 
naturally. Maybe this bird, what- 
ever it is, has always sounded like 


that, way before mobile phones 
were invented." 

"Are you saying" I said," that 
mobile phones imitate startings?" 

“No." said the man with the dog 
“You might equalfy well say that a 
bird imitates a plane when it's fly- 
ing* But it’s quite possible that a 
bird might sound accidentally like 
a mobile phone.” 

“If that’s true," said the man at 
the bar; “then nobody would have 
realised it before now. X mean, say 
all through the 1950s this bird 
was singing its heart out like a mo- 
bile phone- well, nobody would re- 
alise what it sounded like because 
mobile phones hadn’t been in- 
vented. and there would be no 
record of it because nobody would 
describe it in those terms. Amaz- 
ing thought" 

“There might be abird out there 


Miles 

KINGTON 

'One bird sounded so 
much like a mobile 
phone I got up to make 
sure it wasn’t mine ' 

right now which sounds like some- 
thing that hasn't even been in- 
vented yet” said the red lady. 


“Such as?" said him at the bar 
"How should I know?" she said. 
“It hasn’t been invented yet" 
“Whatever it is, I bet it's that 
bloorfy bird which does one single 
high repeated note over and over 
again." said the man at the bar. 
“That drives me wild.” 

“That s already been invented,” 
she said. “It's called the sound of 
a lorry reversing telling you to get 
out of the way." 

“That would be tragic,” said 
the lugubrious man who never 
spoke unless he had a macabre 
thought “It would be tragic if you 
heard the bird, and thought it was 
a lorry, then jumped out ofthe way 
and got run over by a real lorry 
going forward." 

“I wonder if people do any mar- 
ket research when they invent 
new noises?” said the man at the 


ban ignoring him. “I mean, when 
they have to devise a noise for a 
computer or a machine, are they 
careful to make sure it doesn’t 
sound like toe call of some well- 
known bird?” 

“Would it matter if it did?" 

“It might do." said the lugubri- 
ous man again. “Imagine if there 
was a bird which sounded like the 
noise made by pedestrian cross- 
ings to tell blind people it’s all right 
to cross." 

“What would happen?" 

“They’d hear the bird, think it 
was all right to cross, step out into 
toe road and get run over” 

The lugubrious man smiled. It 
was. by his lights, a really cheerful 
thought 

“Of course,” said the man at the 
ban “if it is possible for a bird to 
sound like a mobile phone before 


mobile phones were invented, it is 
also possible now for a bird to 
sound like something that has 
been discontinued." 

“Come again," said the man 
with the dog and I think he spoke 
for all of us. 

“Well there are certain inven- 
tions which have become outmod- 
ed. Hie steam engine. The spinning 
jenny. Old-fashioned cash tills 
which jangled Typewriter bells. 
They all had their own sound. 

What if there is some bird some- 

lohere which makes a sound ex- 
actly Wee one qf those?” 

“Tell me what a spinning jenny 
sounded like and HI tell you if 
there’s a bird which sounds like it” 
said the red lady. 

There was no answer to that and 
by common assent we moved on to 
a completely different topic. 



I 
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Bring clarity to 
the world of charity 
in the ‘Giving Age’ 

ONE OF the trees among the forest of small measures in 
Gordon Brown's Budget was a new tax break for charit- 
able donations. It seemed a good idea; a sensible response 
to the decline in charitable giving in this country would 
be to make all donations to charity tax-deductible. Though 
the cause of the philanthropy gap” between the United 
Kingdom and the United States lies deeper in our respect- 
ive cultures, easier tax relief may shift Britain towards 
the “Giving Age'’ that the Prime Minister wants to see. 

However; when the small print of the Budget is exam- 
ined closely it turns out that the Government is moving 
in rather small, crab-like steps, albeit in the right direc- 
tion. The new tax relief, given its full youth-showbiz 
launch by the surreal duo of the Chancellor and Eddie 
Izzard yesterday, can be claimed only for donations of more 
than £100 to anti-poverty and educational projects in the 
world’s poorest countries. It is thus only a small addition 
to the tax relief available for regular charitable donations 
over four years, and through payroll deductions. 

This is a shame, but there is a good reason for being 
so restrictive, which is that the present definition of a char- 
ity is hopelessly out of date. The four headings - relief of 
poverty, education, promotion of religion and community 
benefit - were set out by the courts in 1891. And it would 
be wrong, to say the least, for the Chancellor to give fur- 
ther tax privileges to donations to Eton College. This is 
where we hit the limits to New Labour’s radicalism. 
Private education is a sensitive area, in which votes can 
be lost So sensitive that not even a review of charitable 
status carried out at arm’s length from the Government 
by the Charity Commission can be allowed to touch it 
The most straightforward course for a radical govern- ' 
ment would be to redefine charitable objects to 
fee-paying schools and religion (churches should not be 
charitable, except for the good works that they do), and 
then to make all donations to charity free of tax. But even 
that would rouse a whole host of angry clerics and sus- 
picious professional parents. 

Instead, Tony Blair and Mr Brown are hying to do good 
by stealth. Yesterday, the Charity Commission announced 
that relief of unemployment should be added to the list 
as an explicitly charitable purpose. At the same time it 
insisted that its review would not affect the long-stand- 
ing recognition that advancement of education is charit- 
able. Besides, it would require legislation to tab* a way the 
existing privileges of private schools, and last November, 
when he was an education minister; Stephen Byers made 
it dear that the Government had no appetite' for that 
Which is a pity. One solution is to give the Charity Com- 
mission more independence and more powers to “name 
and shame’’ the lazy charities that rely on sentiment and 



tradition to build up huge reserves. With many similar 
charities operating in the samp field, the commission could 
provide league tables so that donors can malm informed 
decisions about where their money will be most effective. 

Meanwhile, the existence of charity law means that the 
makers of our laws already determine that some ways of 
disposing of our disposable income are better than others. 
The existence of a state-sponsored National Lottery 
devoting its surplus to “good causes” says the same 
thing. So, as Mr Blair believes it is “good to do good”, he 
is surely under an obligation to clarify what is good and 
what is not, and to remove from the “good” category any- 
thing for which a clear consensus does not exist Above 
all, that means excluding spending on private schools, 
which increases social dividOBL 

While this obvious iqjustice remains in the law, the new 
tax break for developing- world charities, and widening the 
definition to indude the refief of unemployment seen vezy 
much like tinkering at the edges. 


Welcome back to the 
fray, Mr President 

PRESIDENT CLINTON is to hold a news conference 
today, his first for more than a yean He returns to the fray 
an older and wiser man, with his extraordinary resilience 
lending a kind of dignify to the mere fact of his survival in 
office. His audiences, the journalists who will ask him ques- 
tions, the American people and the wider world, all see him 
differently now. His image is stripped of all illusion, and 
yet he remains popular and can still inspire a kind of weary, 
unamb itious hope. 

The year spent in the Lewinsky morass has done more 
damage abroad than at home, and so it is primarify to Amer- 
ica’s responsibilities in the world that the President should 
turn for the last 22 months of his term. With the peace 
process in Northern Ireland poised again on the edge, the 


c Making Europe more democratic 
will also make it too powerful 


IF THIS week has done anything, it has 
demonstrated that Europe isn’t always 
boring. Just as The Sun. from however 
distorted a perspective, helped to 
interest a large section of the British 
public in German politics for the first 
time fay demonising Oskar Lafbntaine 
last November, so the week-long cri- 
sis in the European Commission has 
powerfully increased the salience of 
the European Union as an issue. Ms 
Cresson has, if nothing else, made it 
on to the front pages of the larger- 
■k circulation British papers, 
n So much the better. Since demo- 
"cratic legitimacy is one of the issues 
arising from die catastrophe, it’s ap- 
propriate that the people should start 
to care. The danger, however, is that 
expectations win be too high. WBl Eur- 
ope really never be the same again? 
Is this a historic opportunity, or time 
for some mere window-dressing? Are 
we in for the big bang or the quick fix? 

The- familiar horse-trading under 
way to deride who is the new Com- 
mission president makes it look very 
much as if not much has changed. The 
job of who runs the devastated Com- 
mission matters, of course. Do not 
assume that Tony Blair necessarily 
wants Romano Prodi, despite his 
cordial relationship with the former 
prime minister of Italy. The signs in 
Whitehall 3 re that he might, ideally 
prefer Wm Kok. the Dutch Prime 
Minister, if he became available. If a 
.'-Vjjthern European candidate is 
tinned essential - as it may prove to 
be, after a long period of North Eur- 
. opean presidents - Mr Blair may 
prefer Javier Soiana, the Secretary 
Genera! of Nato. But he will keep his 


counsel over the next few days. 

However, no one, least of all Mr 
Blair, thinks that the right choice of 
president solves the problems on its 
own. Nor will some of the necessary 
innovations for improving the Com- 
mission, which indude a British-style 
auditor general with his own 
independent budget and security of 
tenure, and a trimming back of some 
of the Commission’s ever-expanding 
remit to make it more economically 
and single-market focused. A bigger 
question is how to make the Com- 
mission more visibly accountable. 

And here an idea that was much 
discussed in Whitehall last year and 
was then shelved, may just be com- 
ing back into its own: that of senior 

ministers far Europe from each mem- 
ber state probably reporting directly 
to their respective premiers, almost 
certainly at cabinet level, and 
responsible for sustaining the author- 
ity of the European Council (made up 
of heads of government) between 
their six-monthly summits. The min- 
isters could even be permanently 
placed in Brussels. 

Hie argument is that there is a min- 
isterial power vacuum between the 
member-state governments and the 
Commission that was not originally in- 
tended. A decade ago or more the EU 
foreign ministers largely filled this vac- 
uum through the General Affairs 
Council. But the increasing focus of 
this council on external issues (such 
as the Balkans) means that it is no 
longer as effective in this supervisory 
role. It was one reason why Jacques 
Defers, no less, went so for- and fur- 
ther than the British - as to suggest 
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Will we be able to grasp 
a historic opportunity , 
or will we just see 
mere window-dressing ? 

a council of deputy prune ministers 
permanently based in Brussels. 

Such a move would cause ten- 
sions within, as well as between, 
some member states. Take Britain, 
where it might have called into ques- 
twntbeoKitinuiiigresp(HisfiKlily(rfffie 
Foreign Office for internal European 
affairs, especially i£ as was hinted at 
the time the idea was current, Peter 
Mandelson had been a candi dat e for 
the job. It would have meant a second, 
cabinet-level minister in the Fbreign 
Office. But another possibility might 
have been -and perhaps could be one 
day again - to transfer the mam EU 
responsibilities to the Cahinet Office. 
This would annoy the FCOi On the 
other hand, the Cabinet Office was 
considered a possible home for Eur- 
opean policy as long ago as the early 
Seventies, when Britain first joined the 


Community. And some other Euro- 
pean ministers - for erampfe that of 
France - are in the equivalent de- 
partments to the Cabinet Office. 

More pertinently however; many of 
the smaller states deeply resented the 
idea that a powerful new arm of the 
European Council was suddenly sta- 
tioned in Brussels overseeing the 
Commission, which they see as their 
protector against the predation of the 
bigger states - and reducing some of 
its powers in the process. The prob- 
lem is that such an argument is much 
less tenable after this week’s explos- 
ive fraud report 

No one has better summed up the 
dilemma posed by the crisis in Brus- 
sels than Dennis Skinner; wbo told the 
Commons with brutal -clarity this 
week: “If [solving] the democratic 
deficit resulted in a European Par- 
liament that could property scrutinise 
fraud and all the rest of it, we would 
have a United States of Europe. My 
Right Hon friend fee Prime Minister 
does not want that, nor do L” 

( Predsely British reatiwi to the cri- 
sis this week has fallen, with variants, 
into two broad categories. One is 
Eurosceptic glee that it has exposed 
the European Commission, and by 
nim ble extension the European 
Union, as deeply corrupt, woeftifly un- 
British, wilfully incompetent and 
much more trouble than it’s worth. 
The other is a breathless rejoicings 
among tiie liberal pro-European intel- 
ligentsia that a thousand democratic 
flowers wall bloom: the European 
Parliament, by forcing the Commis- 
sion’s resignation, has come of age at 
last and should assume new powers; 


the Commissioners should be elected 
by the masses in their own country - 
a proposal fbr which the British Prime 
Minister; at least, is not ready - and 
candidates for president should fight 
it out in a pan-European super-elec- 
tion. Transparency and accountabO- 
Hy will rule fior the next millennium. 

The problem with the first argu- 
ment is that no one, not even Michael 
Portillo, has thought of a better way 
of enforcing the single market, along 
with its good old Anglo-Saxon virtues, 
such as fair competition and subsidy- 
free industries, than having a supra- 
national body to do It The problem 
with the second is whatyou could call 
the Skinner paradox. The trouble 
with democratic legitimacy is that it 
can make the institutions that have it 
too damned legitimate; suddenly an 
elected Commission; ora Strasbourg 
Parliament, with even sharper teeth, 
will see its power increased relative 
to, and to some extent at the expense 
of, the elected national governments 
to which the ED’S institutions are 
theoretically answerable. 

This is the unresolved conundrum 
of European reform. Asemi-perman- 
ent session of highpowered European 
ministers reporting to the national 
leaders and spending much of their 
time in Brussels doesn’t, at least on 
its own, answer the problem. But it 
would be a recognition of foe infinitely 
greater role played by the EU in the 
domestic life of its member states than 
when the present structure was set 
up. And it would mean that there were 
some important and accountable 
figures keeping a stem eye on the 
Commission. 


White House’s foil attention could once again play a decis- 
ive role. With Nato - and its new central European mem- 
bers - on the verge of military action in Serbia. Mr Clinton’s 
skills of diplomacy and rhetoric are needed. And with a 
newfy assertive euro bloc engaged in trade skirmishes with 
the US, bis commitment to free trade needs to stand up 
against the American instinct for protection. 

Welcome back, Mr President, there is work to be done. 

Congratulations! 

QUITE APART from illustrating the absurdityof awarding 
knighthoods to pop stars, Sir Cliff’s sanctimonious lecturing 
of bis fellow (untitled) pop stars for refusing to perform 
free of charge on the night of 31 December is a bit of a 
cheek. Pop and sermons do not mix. If Barbra Streisand 
can earn £13m to sing in the new year in Las Vegas, Cliff 
Richard should say just one word: Congratulations! 


Q UOTE OF THE DAY 

“Tm not going to judge people who are asking for money to 
work that night but I am not going to accept payments." 
Sir Cliff Bichard, 

pop singer, discussing the Millennium Eve 

T hought for the Day 

“From an evolutionary point of view, 
mail has stopped moving, if he ever did move." 
Pierre Teflhard de Chardin, 

French theologian and paleontologist 


. Naiga lives in a tiny 

village in rural Uganda. 

A lively, fun-loving child in every way 

She is also deaf.^M^ 

Her parents didn’t understand. 

Why couldn’t she hear? 

^^^.Why couldn’t she talk? 


THERE’S GOOD news and bad 
news about the Olympic 
scandals. The good news is 
feat the International Olympic 
. Committee yesterday expelled 
sxafits members identified as 
wing taken bribes to award 
fee 2002 Winter Games to Salt 
\fiake C%. The bad news is that 
®C Chairman Juan Antonio 
■ «unaranch is around. 

’Hie problem with inter- 
. ° a fenuii organizations like the 
• is that they are prone to 
Cwruption on two fronts. First, 


because there is no institu- 
tional oversight, members 
befon to believe that they can 
get away with anything. Until 
now. Second, they begin to 
confuse their own interests 
with the high ideals they claim 
to be promoting. The IOC as 
constituted is probably un- 
reformable. New blood is cer- 
tainly needed if anything 
worthwhile is to get done atalL 
Samaranch must go. The 
sooner the better. 

Globe & MafL Canada 


MONITOR 

all the News of the World 
Comment on the sacking of six officials from 
the International Olympic Committee 


the current IOC has lost 
the right to lead. A purge is 
needed - that of Samaranch. 

But can a corrupted body dean 

itself? Sponsors, largely US 
corporations that underwrite 


the ganwft, do hot want to be 
associated with a tawdiy affair 
If sponsors pull out, it will be 
impossible for cities such as 

this one to stage Olympic-style 

events in the future. And if 


re form does not tafcp place, 
sponsors will See. Olympic 
rules are dear; they simply 
have been ignored and, with 
them, so have the Olympic 
ideals of fair play and inter- 
natk malgp odwilLTWalrefigm, 
not a whitewash, is essow trai 
San AJiivrno Express News, VS 

THtiftE ARE even munnur- 
ings of a European Union boy- 
cott of the Sydney Games. 
While this woufe be most re- 
grettable, the disgust at the 


mntiiilring amnHfflh awaortatorl 
with the Olympic movement is 
understandable if the Olympic 
ideal is to be revived, the 
process of choosing the host 
chy for the games needs to be 
m a d e much more transparent 
and IOC members more ac- 
countable. 

Yet as long as Mr Sama- 
ranch remains, so too will the 
question of whether there is 
sufficient wfflin the IOC leader- 
ship for reform. 

The Age, Australia 


One day the ^ 

“Sound 5eekers”mobile 
visited her village. 

Things are a lot better now. 

Reach out and help children like Naiga 
We’d love to hear from you on 0171 233 
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PANDORA 


STANLEY KUBRICK’S death 
robbed cinema of one its great 
eccentrics, but Marion 
Brando (pictured) stin 
punches his considerable 
weight. A baffled Charlie 
Sheen watched as the Master 
of the Mumble, while filming 
Free Money, dashed into a 
bathroom where be 
inexplicably stuck his head 
into the lavatory bowL Brando 
also repeatedly hammered 
female lead Mira Sorvino 
about the noggin with one of 
her high heels during 
shooting. But Brando’s 
methodology seems 
contagious on set "Mira 
really got into it," according to 
director Yves Simoneau. "She 
was asking him for more.” 


glass bowl of Waterford 
Crystal in the new embassy 
lobby. The ambassador was 
peeved to subsequently see 
the shamrocks had 
vanished. Then he noticed 
his Chinese guests picking 
green detritus from then- 
teeth... 


ALLEGED ARTIST Martin 
Creed, a friend of Damien 
Hirst, has got up the noses 
of the good citizens of 
London's Clapton. The 
conceptual Creed plans to 
tart up a Grade Q listed 
building with a neon sign 
proclaiming "Everything is 
going to be alright”. Ob no 
it’s not, say residents of 
Linscott Road, borne of the 
Portico, the 18th-century 
house in the eye of this 
particular cyclone. 
Apparently die local 
worthies feel Creed’s 
project’s disrespectful. One 
suggested nobbling the 
illumina tion, so it reads 
“eVERY THTNg is gOiNg to 
be AlRighT”. 


ITS TAKEN them 20 years but 
Starsky & Hutch trio David 
Soul Paul Michael Glaser and 
Antonio “Huggy Bear" Fargas 
will finally sit down in the 
same room together - in 
London’s Brixton next week. 
Glaser, who’s carved out a 
successful career as a TV 
director in LA, is waving the 
flag to support his sometime 
co-stars’ show Alive in the 
Fridge, a theatre-music type 
event, playing sporadically at 
(surprisel) The Fridge from 
24 March until 8 April This 
reunion may be bilious 
Seventies nostalgia - but at 
least it's pukka bilious 
Seventies nostalgia. 


WHICH IS more than can be 
said for ITVs hideously 
lame pseudo -Seventies 
sitcom Days Like These. If 
its cretinous creators 
thought that anyone during 
the Seventies used phrases 
like "sorted" and *Tm there 
for you" they not only 
weren’t there themselves, 
they’re not all here either. 


FOLLOWING PANDORA'S 
revelations about Gordon 
Ramsay's unhygienic kitchen 
practices, it seems 
Kensington A Chelsea 
environmental health officers 
have become interested in 
the Truffle Thief s den. "We 
will be visiting the restaurant 
by the end of this week," one 
confirmed 


LAST WORD on St Paddy’s 
Day shenanigans: when the 
Irish opened their new 
Beijing embassy on their 
national day a couple of 
years ago, an 
aide placed 

some JHe- , 

shamrocks i 

in a cut- QkI- 


SOMEONE WHO’S not just 
here and there but 
everywhere is Robin Cook. If 
it isn't one thing (private life, 
smear campaigns) it’s 
another - like this. A 
broadcast hack calling the 
Cookie Monster this week for 
a comment was told, "No, 
you can't speak to him, he's 

tOO busy r unning the 

country." Which country 
would that be then? Kosovo? 
Sierra Leone? Or is there 
something our Number One 
Guy isn’t telling us? 


THE FRIDAy REVIEW 

The Independent 19 March 1999 


Keep on spending, Your Majesty 


A GREAT deal of amusement and 
entertainment has been caused all 
round by the revelation of the Queen 
Mothers overdraft. It probably 
(fidrft come as a suiprise to anyone 
at all; it was always one of those 
things which everybody "knew", 
propagated more by a desire by the 
whole nation that it should be true 
than fay a sober assessment of its 
probability. 

There are some stories which, 
however intrinsically unlikely or 
fatuous they may be (such as, say 
that two male cabinet ministers in 
the last government were sleeping 
with each other), spread to all four 
corners of the world, simply because 
people would like them to be true. 

A Chines e tnfn-fermer, a Papuan 

hunter-gatherer or an American 
undergraduate maybe quite unable 
to indicate Europe on a map of the 
world. Butyou can bet your fife that, 
if they see a particular Hollywood 
actor appearing at their local multi- 
plex, they will all turn to their girl 
and sey: “You know, behkes to push 
hamsters up his bottom. A friend of 
my brother's knows someone who 
knows him.” 

The story of the Queen Mother’s 



Philip 

Hensher 

It wasn’t the existence 
of the overdraft that 
surprised us, but the fact 
that it was only £4m 


overdraft, I always thought, fell 
rather into this category. We all have 
Mends Of friends who know some- 
one who was once at dinner with the 
Queen and heard her say: "My 
goodness, let's not talk about 
Mummy’s overdraft". And we a 11 
wanted it to be true. It has all the 
hallmarks of a reaDy great urban 
myth: the nice old lady who keeps 
up the middle-class front of cosy 


family life before shutting the door 
at Clarence House to feed the corgs 
onSevruga. 

And the other part of it is, .of 
course, that foe rest of foe Royal 
Family are such splendid, notorious 
tightwads. You wouldn't want foe ' 
Queen to be an extravagant enters 
tamer, and she isn't If you want 
exquisitely inventive canapes and 
wines of lavish quality; you’d be 
better off going to a midweek party 
at the embassy of some slightly 
grubby Eastern European state. 
The Queen has nothing to prove - 
she knows quite well that nobody 
remembers a party at Windsor by 
the brifflanfly witty canapto. 

So if s agreeable to think that one 

member of the Firm, and the least 

likely one at that, really does 
continue to indulge herself and her 
guests oa a truly imperial scale. TOs 
all wanted to think it was foe case, 
and now it seems that, unlike most 
such urban myths, what we want- 
ed to believe turns out to be true. 

The disappointing thing about it, 
however; is the size of the overdraft. 
If the newspapers are to be believed, 
she owes foe bank about frtm. Blcrar 
million quid! My God, is that all the 


debt she can acquire to the course 
of 98 years? I could run up debts of 
four million in a fortnight: 

The size of the Queen Mother’s 
income is pretty well unknown; 
there is the £650,000-odd from the 
Civil List, of course, which probably 
just about covers the servants, if 
that; foe rest of itis private income, 
and none of our business. But what 
we can pretty well say is that her 
way of life has probably exceeded 
her means Vy a gm4>lt l .gtft ad r mar - 

gin, and hot exceeded foe means of 
her family at aft. If anyone - the 
Queen Mother; herfamOy, the bank 
.-were remotely worried about the 
debt, I expect we would see Tier 
famous Monet down at Sotheby's, 


for writing about the overdraft dis- 
appears. The only reason, really the 
papers had for going into it was 
prurience and vulgarity and their 
striking of moral postures was far 
less attractive than the extravag- 
ance tiny pretended to denounce. 

The reason foe information had 
any coverage, of course, was all to 
do with foe betrayal of Hustons. 
Much as the middle classes would 
like the Queen Mum to be a nice 
cosy granny in a hat from British 
Home Stores, I think they ought to 


would continue unchecked. 

So what on earth are foe papers 
going on about? The extraordinary 
SOmething-must-be-done lather 
some people were getting them- 
selves into about the overdraft had 
to be seen to be believed I expect 
sooner or later foe debt will have to 
he repaid' and if it comes from 
public fends, we will know about it 
But it won’t, of course i t won’t, and 
with that, foe slightest justification 


Empress of India. And even it like 
me, you think the monarchy 
probably ought to be dosed down at 
some point we have an obligation 
towards its past; an obligation which 
we should not betray for the sake of 
a measly four million quid. 

May her taps be made of gold, and 
spew gin and Dubonnet night and 
day; may orchids be strewn in the 
path of her horses whenever they 
race. Because, frankly, spectacle is 
cheap, and the amusement, fascin- 
ation and gaiety afforded the nation 
byHM, and her extravagance, is not 
something we should even think of 
putting a price on. 


So is corruption really just 


a vice of the Latin nations? 



CORRUPTION IS a Latin vice, ac- 
cording to Europeans in the Teutonic 
north. The fault lines separating 
them from the culture of the south 
are moral As you approach foe 
Mediterranean, you have to buy 
bureaucrats and bribe businessmen. 
Southerners need sweeteners. In the 
lands of olive oil palms need greas- 
ing. Romano Prodi is branded as 
unfit for the European Commission 
presidency on the grounds that 
northerners could not tolerate an 
Italian in charge of sleaze. 

Yet, in foe light of the current 
Euro-scandal the north locks naugh- 
tier than the Mediterranean. In def- 
erence to the myth of northern 
purity the OHnmittee of “sages" wbo 
drew up the explosive report on 
fraud, nepotism, cronyism, mal- 
practice and mismanagement in 
Brussels was weighted in favour of 
northerners. 

The south was represented fay 
one Spaniard. His colleagues were 
a Swede, a Belgian, a Dutchman - 
and a Frenchman who, as a deputy 
in the French legislature, repre- 
sented Finisterre. The Italian com- 
missioners were exonerated by foe 
sages. Spanish and Rjrtuguese com- 
missioners jobbed their wives into 
work in Brussels but without in- 
fringing proper procedures; their ex- 
cess was of zeal for the family values 
we hear so much about The Span- 
iard, Mafluel Marin, sometimes 
acted sluggishly but was prompt to 
dean up fraud in the aid programme 
to Mediterranean countries. Among 
commissioners, he is the only south- 
erner whose integrity seems less 
than fully burnished by the report, 
whereas against the northerners 
Jacques San ter and Erin I jiknne p 
of Finland, allegations of nepotism 
are merely said to be “unproven". 
The cronyism of which the German 
Monika Wtilf-Mathies is accused is 
the result, in the sages' restrained- 
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The notion that we 
southerners are more 
corrupt than northerners 
looks increasingly a myth 


ly damning language, of “an inap- 
propriate procedure". Edith Cres- 
son, painted as the scarlet woman 
of the case, comes from just about 
as Ear north in France as you can get 
This subversion of north-south 
stereotypes - respectively of dean 
hands and sticky fingers -seems in 
line with the overall balance of scan- 
dal in today’s Europe. North and 
south are like pot and kettle and 
neither out-shines the other Though 
Britain's commissioners are guiltless 
in Brussels, Tony's cronies hang 
around Westminster; where cash 
has bought influence. Suspicions of 
corrupt electoral practices have re- 
cently led to the exclusion of an MP 
The contest to be the Labour can- 
didate to head' the Welsh govern- 
ment has been strewn with sex, 
drugs and rumours of vote-rigging. 
In the era of open government and 
press vigilance scandal seems ubiq- 
uitous. Europe's juicier recent pol- 
itical scandals have been evenly 
spread across the map. In Ireland, 


a former prime minister has been Let 
off his tax bill by a co mmission led 
fay his successor’s brother-in law. 

In Belgium, a Secretary-Gener- 
al of Nato and 11 other high officials 
were condemned in a flagrant cor- 
ruption case, and a deputy prime 
minister was murdered in an alleged 
attempt at a cover-up. In Finland, a 
spy scandal last year exposed the 
corruptibility of public servants; in 
France, the president has been im- 
plicated in a scam involving sine- 
cures for ‘ political cronies. In 
Luxembourg the health minister re- 
signed because his department had 
been paying phoney hospital bills. 
The notion that southerners are 
more corrupt than northerners 
looks increasingly like a myth. 

En gland, in particular has a long 
history of spectacularly corrupt 
plunderers ofthe system. It has been 
alleged on behalf of Edith Cresson 
that in employing her dentist as her 
scientific adviser at public expense 
she was merely showing rational 
favouritism to someone she trusted 

This recalls Sir Francis Bacon's 
defence against corruption when he 
was Lord ChanceDor of England in 
the early I7fo century: he had taken 
bribes, but did not allow them to in- 
fluence his judgement Justifying his 
depredations, the 18th-century im- 
perialist Robert Clive declared him- 
self “astonished at my own 
moderation". When David Lloyd 
George was prime minister, he sold 
titles of honour and preferment 
The "lavender list" that bore foe 

names of Harold Wilson’s honorands 
exuded a similar scent of corruption. 

It would be rash, however; to 
suppose that no great historic trans- 
formation is in progress. Europe's 
map of sleaze is being re-drawn 
against the background of two long- 
term processes of change. 

First is a change in perceptions. 
Historically, northern contempt for 



Itomano Prodi is unfit for the EU presidency, say northerners 


southern corruptibility has been 
based, in part, on an irrational in- 
ference from the whiff of the smith: 
foe rapid rot and front, foe debilit- 
ating donate, the malodorous air. 
Images of corruption came easily to 
the “curiousfy impertinent” writers 
and artists who formed their fellow 
northerners’ perceptions of south- 
ern Europe over 300 years. A con- 
viction of superior parity, moreover; 
was, until recently, part of Protes- 
tants’ myth of themselves, en- 
shrined in foe theory of foe 
sociologist Max Webec who claimed 
that Protestant culture was char- 
acterised by “inner-worldly asceti- 
cism". Nowadays no one is likely to 
be deceived by climatic determinism 
or believe Wdoeris theory 
Secondly, it must be acknow- 
ledged that dianging perceptions re- 
flect a real change in foe morals of 
public life in the south. Corruptibil- 
ity comes not from foe air or foe 
climate but from the economic en- 
vironment and the political culture. 
In foe 17th and 18th centuries, rel- 
atively cash-rich, high-tax regimes 
such as those of Britain, the Nether- 


lands and Sweden could, for most of 
foe time, afford salaried function- 
aries who did not normally have to 
buy their offices from crown or 
state. In France, Spain, Italy and 
parts of Germany in the same per- 
iod, public service was besmirched 
by venality; office-holders bought 
their jobs and had to exploit them for 
all they could get There was there- 
fore a long period when standards 
of public service were genuinely 
more professional and less venal in 
some parts of Europe than in others. 

In foe last 200 years this has grad- 
ually, fitfully, ceased to be true. We 
now have more-or-less-umfortri sys- 
tems throughout the European 
Union. Mutual acculturation has 
made south and north ever more like 
each other We are beginning to 
recognise our prejudices about each 
other as historically instructive but 
misleadingly irrelevant Let no part 
of Europe think itself better in tins 
respect than another corruption is 
everybody’s problem. ' 


The author's latest book is Truth- 
A History’ 
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Australia’s debt to the Irish 


4 OF ALL the many tribu- 
taries that have shaped 
the mighty river which is 
the modern Australia, 
none in a sense has been more 
distinctive and more important 
than the contribution of the 
Irish to this country. The Irish 
inheritance is part of the mod- 
ern Australian identity. 

It has brought many things 
to Australia, it has contributed 
in many distinctive ways. It is 
impossible, for example, to 
hear the sort of music that we 
have heard this morning and 
not realise the enormous con- 
tribution that it made to shap- 
ing music in this country. 

One of foe captivating, in- 
deed endearing, things about 
being an Australian in 1999 is 
that as we approach the Cen- 
tenary of the Federation of 
our nation all of us are re- 
flecting more and more on 
what made us as we are today. 
Some 35 to 40 per cent of Aus- 
tralians claim an Irish ances- 
try and do it proudly. 

In ray own case, my mater- 
nal great-grandmother was 
born in County Westmeath and 
my paternal great grandfa- 
ther was born in Portadown in 
County Armagh. A fairly fa- 
miliar pattern of so many Aus- 


tralians. The Irish have really 
been part of the Australian 
story now for more than 200 
years. And their culture, their 
attitudes, their passions, their 
way of life have become in- 
separably part of the Aus- 
tralian way of life. 

But, of course, when we 
think of Ireland and we think 
of Australia we dotft only think 
of it nostalgically and roman- 
tically we also, ami historical- 
ly, think of it in contemporary 
terms. And today Ireland is a 
modern thriving successful 
economy. It is Indeed an econ- 
omy with probably the fastest 
economic growth in foe Euro- 
pean Union. It is an economy 
that has been transformed 
over foe last 20 years. It has de- 
fied the critics. 

I first visited Ireland in 1977. 
I went as an Australian minis- 
ter for special trade negotia- 
tions. I was trying to get a 
better trade deal for Australian 
produce in what was then the 
European Common Market 
and I got pretty lean pickings 
just about everywhere l went, 
in every capital And at that 
time the Irish economy was re- 
ally struggling. Since then 
thing s have changed and lam 
delighted at the incredible suc- 



PODIUM 


John Howard 

From a speech given 
in Melbourne by 
the Prime Minister 
of Australia to mark 
St Patrick's Day 


cess that the Irish economy has 
achieved in recent times. 

We honour, as Australians, 
the contribution of foe Irish to 
the history of this country We 
recognise that it has not always 
been an experience free of dis- 
crimination and intolerance, 
like all societies through foe 
20th century we went through 
our experiences of the divisions 
of sectarianism within our 
community. 

And for more than lOO years 


the Irish in Australia who were 
overwhelmingly Catholic have 
suffered the discrimination of 
being forced to pay for the ed- 
ucation of their children in 
their faith. And 1 am very 
proud of course, that that well 
known member of the Mel- 
bourne Scotts and self de- 
clared humble Presbyterian, 
Robert Menzies, more than 
anybody else brought to an 
end that disc rimina tion And 
now Australia probably has a 
system of openness and toler- 
ance and freedom of choice in 
relation to the education of its 
children second to none any- 
where in the world. 

Regarding the fragile peace 
process - and itis fragile - we 
were reminded again only this 
morning by our television bul- 
letins that the mad men and 
women on both sides of foe ar- 
gument are stiQ to be found and 
those people are to be shunned 
and foe example of those two 
great Nobel Prize winners, 
John Hume and David Trimble, 
are to be very much respected. 

I know that all Australians 
who have any affinity for Ire- 
land and their Irish associa- 
tions will join in prayers and 
hopes fora successful fruition 
of the Good Friday agreement 


politics was seen as over-? 
wfaelmingfy belonging to the 
Australian Labor Party for ob- 
vious historical reasons. The 
Liberal Party that I joined in 
1957 when I left school in Syd- 
ney didn’t boast an enormous 
number of people of Irish 
Catholic descent But I can 
say that over 40 or SOyears that 
has changed and I can say to 
all of you that there is an ade- 
quate supply of Faheys and 
Heffernans and Herrons and 
McNamaras - and indeed foe 
list can go on -of people of Irish 
descent bringing their pas- 
sion, their particular view, to 
the lifeblood and to the exis- /’ 
tence of our political party. 

It is a wonderful occasion. I 
salute the Irish contri- 
bution to our natioa It ffa 
wouldn't be what it is T 
today without fa, JF 


n 
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Itis a great privilege for me 
to acknowledge the immense 
Irish contribution to our nation, 
without which we wouldn’t be 
what we are today. I can’t con- 
ceive of Australian politics hav- 
ing been anything remotely 
resembling what it has been 
over the last 40 or 50 years with- 
out the Irish contribution. 

For so long, of course, the - 
Irish contribution to Australian i J 
notifies was seen ns nvp.r- 1 











I 


i,n 


«' u 



*\ is** -. 

’*i • . - ,..■ 

M. -;.,.. . 

r- 

;*M- r -r~-v. !■ 




a-x.t 




vn r ti ' 

P 

^ ■«*vc- nsr.A-- - ... 
K>-‘ > ■ %’n . .(• 

**.*•#•. : --- . ... j 

)5v*; \i,r- 

. 71 .- 1 .: 

A ^ Va: ru>. -- 

Pr.iT\^n. tJ 

4?r-"fc. 

T », a: •. 

v !*.-*- i • 

& 

;■ r. 

in* - ' - 


illy just 
tations? 




THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

Tbe Independent 19 March 1999 


COMMENT/5 


For the sake of our children 
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Deborah Orr 

Men are letting down 
their children, in part 
because they no longer 
know wbat fathers are for 


IPS BEEN another fant^tio week 
for children. Or rather; in gyar^ ty 20 
years there will be a fantastic week 
for children, when we ean aQ cele- 
brate the wiping out of child abuse 
by the NSPCC and the wi ping out 
of child poverty by New Labour 
Both groups have asserted that 
their aim is possible within a gen- 
eration, and the existence of the 
second pledge tends to give more 

- though not enough - credence to 
the first 

Labour's pledge was announced 
yesterday by Tany Blair, as he de- 
livered this year’s Beveridge Lec- 
ture in London's East End. Calling 
for a return to the progressive 
image of welfare, which was fos- 
tered at the time of the Beveridge 
report in 1942, Blair spent much 
time reiterating the Government’s 
successes so for in this department 

- thanks again for that, budget, 
Gordon- and talking of “rat&al wel- 
fare reform", die details of which re- 
mained rather more sketchy 

Blair also stressed that the real 
growth of social security spending . 
had been cut by almost l per cent 
a year and £5bn less had been 
spent than the last government 
had planned foe Tbe implication 
seems to be that child poverty can 

be erwficated cheaply. Maybe that's 

why ingoing to take 20 yeare. Child 
poverty in Britain, like human 
hanger in the world, is one of these 
problems we could sort out by mid- ' 
summer's eve if we really wanted 
to. And Blair knows perfectly well 
bat we don’t really want to. 

Which brings us to the second 
theme of his speech, which is tack- 
ling the problem that really will 
need at least two decades to sort 
out That, of course, is persuading 
die comfortably off that the only 
way to make Britain a better place 
for them to live id Is for the ad- 
vantaged to shell out their hard- 
earned cash not on themselves 
but the disadvantaged. 

Frankly the benefits of doing so 
are easy to imagine, for we know 
that poverty breeds not just more 
poverty but also crime, teenage 
motherhood, neglect and abuse of 
children, educational failure and a 
host of other social ills. Meanwhile 
the folly of foiling to subsidise the 
pom: is something we live with 
everyday 

The solution of the middle dass- 



Does Britain suffer from ‘kiddie apartheid', with ‘nice’ middle-class children being kept away from tbe ‘bogey-kiddies’? 


es to the problem of tiring in a so- 
ciety that includes minings of chil- 
dren living below the poverty line is 
kiddie apartheid. It starts with the 
morning school run in the gas-guz- 
zling car to the school that does well 
in the league tables, rather than the 
school that the children could get to 
under their own steam. Audit ends 
with tbe bedroom television-watch- 
ing that the LSE says half of all sbe- 
to seven-year-olds indulges in. 

Parenting culture is becoming 
eve’ more concerned with keeping 
its kiddies away from the bogey- 
kiddies to the severe detriment of 
both groups of children and all lev- 
els of society. And as web as bring 
h gd fo r rhilrirpn, rrwmfeifnnig kiddie 
apartheid costs a lot more time and 
money than would be spent on sub- 
sidising the poorest 

Which brings us to another in- 
teresting point While I was im- 
pressed by Flash Gordon’s 
chfldren-cen tred budget there are 
two notable aspects to the general 
policy underlying die budget that 
belie its own aims. 

First, there’s the emphasis on 
work. This doesn't apply onty to lone 
mothers, who the Government 
would dearly prefer to see in work, 
even if it is detrimental to their par- 


enting. (Although, to its credit the 
Government has allowed them to 
retain the right to parent full-time 
if they strongty feel they should (to 
so.) It applies to all parents. 

W hflft flip hudgpf hel p ed familteg 

a great deal, the families it re- 
warded the most were poor work- 
ing families, who benefit from the 
lOp starting rate for income tax, the 
ip cut in income tax, children’s tax 
credit and tbe family allowance. Ob- 
vious^ for the realty poor -parents 
tiring qn benefits - only the fast of 
these measures win be applicable. 

While New Labour asserts that 
these measures will lift 700,000 
children out of poverty, it is esti- 
mated that a staggering 29 milli on 
will stfll be left below the poverty 
tine. (Heady there are only two 
ways in which these children can be 
helped out of poverty-eitherby get- 
ting their parents out to work, or by 
raising their benefits. 

What New Labour is clearly 
afraid of - witness Blair’s recent 
tough presentation of the benefit- 
fraud “crackdown” announced a 
few weeks ago by Alistair Darling 
- is fairing the benefits oflone moth- 
era, thus makingityet more tempt- . 
mg for deprived teenage girls to 
have babies alone and bring then 


up on welfare. But the vast major- 
ity of lone mothers haven’t in feet 
chosen to live this way. It is the men 
who are letting down their children, 
in part because they no longer 
seem to know what fathers are foe 

While the difficulties of bringing 

fethfifs tn am mmt financially havp 

been well illustrated by the work- 
ings of the Child Support Agency, 
I believe that moving the burden of 
fareadwinning. as weD as par entin g 
on to single mothers is fraught with 
difficulties, not just for poor chil-. 
dren, but for the institution of the 
famil y that New Labour is sin- 
cerely but xnisguidedly trying to 
help. What we realty have to start 
learning to value is parenting, not 
just the parenting thM mothers pro- 
vide, but that wtoch fathers provide 
as well. 

THvs is flip nerrt gpismte shift that 

society has got to make if it is to 
progress. There is a wealth of ev- 
idence all around us that the new 
model of parenting whereby both 
parents work is not a good one. It 
tires women, it causes dissatis- 
faction; ft creates strains between 
men and women which end with 
broken families. While women 
dotft want to lose the advantages 
they have gained over the pas 30 


years, there is a growing aware- 
ness that tbe kind of equality 
whereby women simply live more 
tike men is not a suitable way for 
fomifies to thrive. 

And while Freud was con- 
demned by feminists because of his 
continual assertions that- case 
study A to case study Z had psy- 
chological problems because of 
their mother’s smother-love, it 
seems to me that it’s posable that 
all ofour babies have been thrown 
out with the bathwater. Maybe 
Freud's observations don’t mark 
him out as a misogynist at alL 
Maybe they instead warned us 
right at tbe beginning of the century 
that the working patterns that 
evolved along with the industrial 
revolution left too much of the par- 
enting burden with women and 
not enough of it with men. 

I knowa couple of men who gave 
up work when their babies were 
born, since their partners earned 
more than they did. Both of them 
have brought up their daughters 
marvellously, even though they 
share some of the problems that 
women did in the days when they 
were expected to stay at home. 

What we dearly need now is 
more equitable parenting, in which 


Stephen Mansfield 


both mother and father do some 
breadwinning and some home- 
making. To achieve this (and, as a 
by-product, foil employment) we 
need shorter working hours for a 
start - oih-s are the highest in Eu- 
rope - and for more part-time 
work. In fact, as life becomes yet 
more complex, there’s a very good 
case for a four-day instead of a five- 
day week. 

W 2 also need to prepare mere for 
tbe years during which our children 
are smalL While the Government 
is right to concentrate resources on 
this period in people's lives, we 
should be thinking about providing 
for our parenting years privately as 
well, with parent plans supple- 
menting pension plans; tbe accep- 
tance by employers that men are 
as likely as women to need time off, 
or even some years of part-time 
work, to look after their children; 
and. immediately, tax breaks for 
childcare costs. 

This is the revolution we should 
be planning over the next 20 years. 
Child poverty we can eradicate by 
the end of the next Labour gov- 
ernment Only money can stop 
poverty. Radical reform should be 
directed at creating far more com- 
plex kinds of change. 
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POBTEOUS WOOD 



The general 
secretary of the 
National Secular 
Society responds to 
an article by Andreas 
Whittam Smith 

ANDREAS WHITTAM Smith is 
wrong to say that the Church 
of England is “declining much 
foster" than the “more suc- 
cessful" Roman Catholic 
Church. According to Reli- 
gious Trends, published by 
Christian Research, C of E at- 
tendance declined by 12 per 
cent between 1980 and 1995 
whereas the Roman Catholic's 
dropped 31 per cent more 
than any other major church. 

Mr Whittam Smith claims 
that the Catholic Church's 
purported smaller d ecline in 
attendances results from its 
“discipline and unpopular 
teaching on sex and mar- 
riage”. In fori, these are the 
very teachings and discipline 
that, have caused the RC 
church to haemorrhage. 

Many RC adherents have 
“lapsed”, repelled by inhum- 
ane RC doctrines, the worst of 
which is its policy on “artifi- 
cial” contraception. Many 
openly flout the tpaphingw on 
birth control. World-wide, the 
polity results in overpopula- 
tion and increased poverty. 
The proscription of condoms 
also frustrates the fight 
against the spread of sexuaDy 
transmitted diseases. 

Mr Whittam Smith takes 
particular exception to Dr 
Carey’s riahn that the C of E 
ris a generation away from ex- 
tinction”. Carey's remarks, 
probabty intended to raltythe 
troops after a foiled decade of 
evangelism, may be even 
more prophetic than he 
realised. The pressure to 
create women bishops wfll 
become irresistible, despite 
the Archbishop of fork’s res- 
ignation threat The Lambeth 
conference exposed another 
potential split, over the issue 
of gay priests. Could the C of 
E survive multiple schisms? 

■ If the next Pope is as reac- 
tionaryasthepresentonctfae 
National Secular Society ex- 
pects the Catholic Church, 
too, will soon be predicting its 
own demise in this country. 
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Where myth meets reality 


GOTHAM BEGINS with a myth of 
A origin: that Manhattan island was 
fcP purchased by the Dutch from Native 
; Americans in the early 17th century 
fora mere $24. NewYbrkers.it seems, 
have always loved a bargain. All 
Americans are familiar with this myth 
or a similar version of it - my memory 
is that the land was handed over for 
a beaded necklace or two. 

No matter about the exact details 
of exchange; the point of the legend 
remains. New York (or New Amster- 
dam, as the Dutch called itlhas always 
been a place of opportunism, where 
individuals with an eye for the main 
chance could make their fortunes. As 
the authors of this exceedingly well- 
researched and definitive history sug- 
gest, New York was almost destined 
to be “a dty of deal-makers, a city of 
commerce, a City of Capital” At least 
after the arrival of exploitative Euro- 
peans in the age of discovery, 
t; Long before New Ybrk became 
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NEW YORK CITY TO 1898 
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America’s most important fi n an c i al 
centre, it was a rough-and-tumble 
company town. Under Dutch rule, the 
settlement was run by the West India. 

Company, which attracted “the motii- 
est assortment of souls in Christen- 
dom”. A mostly male group of Dutch, 
English, Swedish, German, Danish, 
French and others had come to the 
bountiful New Wbrfd, and to this city, 
to seek their fortunes in trading. 
Multiculturatism and money were 
defining elements from foe outstart 
Things didn’t change when James 


in foe 1660s. York took the dty and its 
vast surrounding wilderness from the 
Dutch with ease, and established a 
tremendously tight reigp cm the colony 
which filled his coffers. New York (as 
it was renamed) was important for a 
number of reasons. It was an already . 

established centre of trade; it was 
idealty located tokeep a checkon the 
French further north in Canada; and, 
it ensured that Britain controlled 
virtually all of America’s east coast 
Just over a century later; it was 
money matters, as much as philo- 
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DIY 

BY JOAN JOHNSTON 
IVe spent ail week wiring it up 

and he hasn’t even noticed - too busy 
installing an ornamental weD 
beside the gnomes on the patio, 
fitting dimmer-switches 
inside the kitchen alcoves. 

T\vo days from now 
this house will implode 

and when tbe dust finally settles 

i I'll be gone on tbe Metro 

• with the detonator, the vibrator 
and one change of clothes. 

from What You Want 
Ohmand Twig Press. 5 Benttnck Road . /vewcwae j 


Stuart, Duke of Ybrk, decided that he sophical ideas about fiberty which led 
would quite like a taste of the big apple Americans to revolt against British 

rule. Shortly after Evacuation Day in 
1783, When foe last British redeoats left 
New York, the city began to re-estab- 
lish itself as a financial centre which 
had been corrupted under those 
“blood-sucking harpies", foe occupy- 
ing British troops. In foe early years 
of tbe Republic, NewYbskwas a mag- 
net for cash- and credit-rich immi- 
grants eager to speculate financially- 
* It {fidnt take tong for New York to 
assert its economic power; and over- 
take other cities (such as Philadelphia 
and Boston} as the pre-eminent dty 
of foe US. When foe Erie Canal esta- 
blished a water route into America's 
heartland in foe I820s-30s, The Times 
predicted that New Ybrk would be- 
come the “London of the New World”. 

That acute observer of American life, 
Ffcnny "frollope, compared New York 
to Venice, which rises “from foe sea, 
and tike that fairest of cities in foe days 
of her glory, receives into its lap 

tribute of afl foe riches of foe earth”. 
Even at its lowest points. New Ybrk. 



The great place of the Western Continent’ In 1898 


Button Getty 



is a dty of comebacks - one reason 
why it has such a special place in the 
American imagination. Reversals of 
fortune, as much as rags-to-riches 
narratives, are central to New York’s 
history. Tb cope with tbe great crash 
of 1837, New Ybrkers developed a 
■literature and “loreof bankruptcy". 
The depression novel was invented to 
help explain the precariousDess of soc- 
ial ties in a boom-and-bust economy. 

largely due to the railroad, dippers 
and steamships, by foe mid-l9fo 
century New York's financial muscle 
could be flexed once more. Tbe gold 
rush in the ^st also filled New York's 
numerous banking institutions with 
seemingly endless resources. In- 
creased manufacturing followed, and 
by 1853, New York felt confident 
enough to build a Crystal Palace to 
rival that of Loudon’s at the Great 
•BMiihiHnn. 

By the end ofthe 19th century; New 
Ybrk. was established as America’s pre- 
mier city. Media, manufacturing, bank- 


ing, culture -virtually every aspect of 
American life centred there. Fbr Walt 
Whitman, New Ybrk was “the great 
place of the ^festera Continent, the 
heart, foe brain, foe focus, foe main 
spring, the pinnacle, the ext remi ty tire 
no more beyond of the new woritf\Ifor 
its citizens then (as now), aQ roads led 
to New Ybrk. 

Gotham is a tremendously success- 
ful urban history; which weaves to- 
gether many strands, including 
slavery and immigration, political 
economy and cultural history It foc- 
uses on foe period from foe Revolu- 
tion to 1898, when New "fork gradually 
defined itself in a young, nmhiKmiB 
country. Ope of the really interesting 

things about tiris study is that the his- 
tory o£ foe city and its personality 
seems so familiar. weD before the ad- 
vent of foe iconic New York (of sky- 
. scrapers and great views) we think of 
today And for that fascinating history 
I eagerly await the nert volume. 

■ Mark turner 
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Rod Hull ■ IMIK 




TELEVISION IS a great consumer of 
talent It uses people up and then 
spits them out Into the oblivion 
of panto and seaside piers. Rod 
Hull, the children's entertainer 
known to mini ons throu gho ut the 
Seventies and Eighties for his 
manic ad with the anarchic puppet 
Emu, a bad-tempered and aggres- 
sive blue and yellow bird, provides 
a cautionary tale. He rose to the top 
of his profession but fell from 
grace because of over-exposure, 
mismanagement and his own 1 
naive nature. 

Hull was born in 1935 on the Isle 
of Sheppey in Kent His father 
Leonard was a jack-af-all-trades 
with an optimistic outlook on life 
and a succession of odd jobs. “Life 
at home was like a panto," Hull 
later recalled: 

We were quite pooc My father never suc- 
ceeded in anything, but that never wor- 
ried him Or me Or my mother Hilda 
who was as be was and terribly proud 
of him. It was just Dad. Life to biin was 
a giggle. He always gave me bags of love. 

t me that as long as you've 
s in your eye, life will be good. 


behave like one. In feet the animal 
had quite a bad temper and Children 
immediately identified with the 
creature’s mischievous character 
■ HuU supported the actor Warren 
Mitchell on a tour of Australia dur- 


the evil witch in Emu’s PmJc Wind- 
m&L , made several records, sold 
out the London Palladium on a reg- 
ular basis, appeared on Was Is Your 
Life and even created their own pan- 
tomime: EmumPantaikmd. “It was 


mg which he met his second wife . a wunderfaltime. life could not have 
Cher, an artist “I knew the moment been better,’ 1 remembered Hull, 
I saw her that she was the woman who, at the time, could command 
for me. I felt an excitement I had £5,000 per show. Having appeared 
never experienced before. I wanted - several times on the Royal Variety 
her to be a part of me. She showed Show, .Hull adapted the idea to his 


The young Rod discovered the de- 
lights of Charles Dickens through 
The Pickwick Papers and made 
puppet theatres out of cornflake 
packets. Adopting his father’s phi- 
losophy, HuU, who had a stammer 
and was a rather shy boy, decided to 
go on stage to conquer both prob- 
lems. By the time he was 15, he had 
joined the local concert parly where 
he met his first wife, Sandra, a hair- 
dresser They married six years 
later and had two daughters. 

Having done his National Service 
in the Royal Air Fbrce, Hull qualified 
as an electrician. In 1958, he and his 
family decided to follow his parents’ 
example and emigrate to Australia. 
At first, Hull used his qualifications 
and designed floodlights for bowling 
greens but soon, he got a job as an 
electrician in a new television stu- 
dio. Inevitably, Hull got the TV bug 
and began writing scripts for others 
before eventually hosting his own 
early morning children's show. 

In 1969, the dassic double act with 
the giant and uncontrollable Emu 
was born. "A viewer sent in a real 
emu's egg which I put on the radi- 
ator to hatch," explained Hull when 
asked about the genesis of this un- 
likely partnership. “A few weeks 
later, I was wondering what we 
could get to come out of the bloody 
thing when I came across Emu in 
the props room. 1 picked him up and 
the whole thing just took oft" The 
flightless Australian bird - Dro- 
maius NovachoUandieae - looked 
like an ostrich but certainly didn't 


me the potential within myself,” he 
said. Later, Cher and Rod wrote 
several children’s books together in 
the series Emu’s Little World. 

In 1970, following the lead of 
many Australian-based entertainers 
from Rolf Harris to Olivia Newton- 
John, Hull, who “felt homesick”, 
came back to Britain. Emu’s un- 
predictable behaviour soon made 
Rod HuU a national institution. No 
respecter of authority or royalty. 
Emu ate the Queen Mother’s bou- 
quet at the Royal Variety Show in 
1972. “She didn’t bat an eyelid. Just 
looked very concerned mid said: 1 
think your Emu is rather hungry’,’’ 
revealed Hull 


Tve never felt 
affection for Emu. 
he is just part of 
my work, like a 
word processor 
would be to . 
someone else 3 


Emu acted outa similar stunt on 
Michael Parkinson in 1976, wrestling 
the presenter to the ground and 
devouring his shoe. The British 
boxer John Conti looted on be- 
mused; Hull and Emu wisely didn’t 
pick on him. The dip remains a 
Aim favourite with BBC archivists 
and compilers. 

Uke many puppeteers, HuU had 
a love-hate relationship with his 
creation. *Tve never felt affection for 
Emu. He is just part of my worts, like 
a word processor would be to some- 
one else. But I'm grateful he brought 
me affluence,” be said. Rod and Emu 
fronted a succession of popular tele- 
vision shows. Rod Hidl and Emu 
paved the way for EBC (Emu's 
Broacasting Company) and later 
Ermi s Rbrid Ermt’s ttbrid and 

EMU-TV. The pair fought Grotbags 


target* audience and devised the 
first CMdrerfs Royal TfarietyFer- 
fbrmance which he hosted in 198L 

However; he soon experienced dif- 
ficulties similar to that of his fellow 
entertainer Ken Dodd. By 1986, Hull 
had become one of the highest paid 
entertainers on TV and bought 
Restoration House, a 32-roomed 
Elizabe than mansion in Rochester; 
Kent, which hp hoped to restore to 
its original splendour: “We were 
trying to save it from being knocked 
down and replaced by a car park. I 
felt so proud that I- who was once 
a little child with a speech impedi- 
ment - was able to restore such a 
historic place. Dickens, who writes 
about the house both in Great Ex- * 
pectations and The Mystery Of 
Edwin Drood, was my idol," said 
HuU, who played Fagin in several 
fundraising productions of Oliver! 
at his children's public school. 

However; the Eighties property 
boom bubble burst and, by the turn 
of the Nineties,' Hull's £350,000 in- 
vestment became an albatross 
around his neck. An unscrupulous 
accountant didn’t help. “I didn’t re- 
alise how bad things were until I re- 
ceived a buff envelope from the 
taxman saying I hadn’t paid tax for 
five years. Ever since Td started in 
show business, Td bad the same 
person to manage my money It was 
somecBje I trusted absolutely" he said 

When I phoned him bo ask what was 
going on, he broke down and said he was 
very sorry, that he had mismanaged 
everything. At first, I couldn’t believe iL 
Then I decided that I could either cry my 
heart out and fed sorry for myself or 
smile and get on with it 

The house was eventually requisi- 
tioned by the Receiver to help pay 
a huge tax bill and in October 1994, 
HuU was declared bankrupt 
Savings had to be made and the 
villa in Portugal also went, along with 
the Mercedes, the Bentley and the 
children’s private education. A few 
weeks later, his wife Cher went 
bade to Australia with the children. 
Rod Hull had hit rock bottom. A 
friend who worked at the National 
Trust offered HuU a dilapidated 
two-bedroom 1810 brick cottage 



Hideo 
Itokawa 


ONE OF Japan's most lovable ec- 
centrics was a multi-talented aero- 
nautical engineer Hideo Itokawa. He 
| was a leading figure m the research 
into and development of the Japan- 


ese 


ularfy known as “The Father of the 
Space Rocfcfitr. 

■like many mathematicians and 


Hull with Emu, the aggressive bine and yellow bird who made him a household name 


near Rye in East Sussex In 1997 he 
told the Daily MaiL 

I could live cheaply if I renovated iL I 
have a much simpler life which I wish 
rediscovered long ago. I’ve written a 
book of poems fflve Reluctant Patel 
and a novel and I sit in front of a log fire . 
listening to classical music. Tm much 
more content than I've been for a long 
time. It’s perhaps only when you’ve 
gone through what I have gone through 
what I have that you find true values. It’s 
nothing to do with money; which doesn’t 
buy you happiness. I think t had to go 
ail the way down before I could find this 
lovely way of life. I just work to meet out- 
goings. Although I still enjoy performing. 
I've no more desire to be a su cc ess. 

HuU received regular visits from 
his friend Spite Milligan, a near 
neighbour; enjoyed his beekeeping 
and played boules for Ms local pub 
team. Chainsmoking a pipe, he re- 
mained the optimist to the end. In 


late 1997, Hull was indeed dis- 
charged from bankruptcy and 
enjoyed something of a revival. 

He turned on the Christmas' 
lights in Leeds and had a success- 
ful run in Windsor as Wishee 
Washee in Aladdin. A Rod Hall 
lookalike became the butt of a run- 
ning joke of the alternative come- 
dians Stewart Lee and Richard 
Herring on their show Fist of Fun. 
The real Rod Hun appeared in an 
episode of the BBC2 series to con- 
front Kerin Eldon, Ms impersonation 
Lee and Herring even tried to pull 
his tufty ginger hair afi; 1 to no avafl. 

Last yean during a feature on 
GMTV about children’s favourites 
from the Seventies, Rod HuQ andhis 
s narling sidekick Emu reprised 
their mauling act and attacked the 
show’s presenter Lorraine Eel]y as 


they had Michael Parkinson. Keith 
Harris and Orville were the 
bemused bystanders this time. 

InEbbcuary this year; the Con- 
servative Party made an ill-advised 
attempt to enlist Ms services, along 
with those of Jim Davidson. “Pm a 
Eurosceptic, ” admitted HuU. “But 
when it comes to politics, Fm not 
a member of the Conservative Party 
and Fm not a fen of WUliam Hague. 
He doesn’t have the drive and 
vision and he’s not showbiz enough 
for my liking.” 

PIERRE PERBONE 

Rod Hud, television entertainer, 
born isle of Sheppey, Kent 13 
August 1935; twice married (two 
sons, three daughters, one step- 
daughter); died Wmcheisea, East 
Sussex 17 March 1999. 


Stanley Jones 


WILLL&M HAZUTT was perhaps 
the greatest reporter that ever 
lived. His mind was wide-ranging, 
his sympathies liberal and it is fit- 
ting that his prime exponent should 
have been Stanley Jones. 

It was said of Jones that, if you 
as ted him, for example, where Ha- 
zlitt was at 6pm on 2 May 1812. he 
would be able instantly to reply 
that the author was at Charles 
Lamb's talking to Wordsworth about 
Tasso’s influence on Spenser. Such 
specificity may indicate the reputed 
scholarship of the former Reader in 
French Language and Literature at 
Glasgow University. To a wider au- 
dience. Stanley Jones may not hare 
been a familiar name, but his single 
published volume. Hazlitt, a Life: 
from Winter slow to Frith Street 
U989). was a popular success. 

Jones was bora to a Ufelsh-speaking 
nonconformist family. His father 
was a carpenter employed in in- 
dustrial processes, and the young 
Stanley had to make his way through 
scholarships. His interest in HazUlt 
arose, he said, when a Hazlitt essay 
happened to be the prescribed texL 
the year he became (“proud title"* 
Junior School Fives Champion. He 
arrived at University College, Car- 
diff, where English was his prima- 
ry interest However looking impish, 
he would say. “Do you blame me?" 
when he spoke of being attracted 
at the age of 20 by the prospect of 
studying for a year in Paris. 

It was when in Paris again, in 
1939. that he met a young Canadian 


violinist called Dorothea McLaugh- 
lin. The Second World War inter- 
rupted both Ms studies and his 
courtship. He spent the duration 
mostly in Salisbury, attached to the 
Intelligence Corps. Stanley resumed 
Ms doctoral research, a study of 
Proust, at Cambridge, but man- 
aged to second himself to McGill 
University for the purpose of mar- 
rying Dorothea and bringing her 
back to England as a British citizen 

Neither Stanley nor his wife want- 
ed to go to Glasgow, which was un- 
charted territory, but Professor Alan 
Boase appointed him to a fen lec- 
tureship in 1947, when such perma- 
nent posts were rare. The Joneses 
remained in Glasgow for the rest of 
Stanley's life, and brought up three 
daughters. In his amiable way. Stan- 
ley accompanied Dorothea, a cradle 
Catholic, to Mass each Sunday, and 
eventually joined her church. That 
a lifelong nonconformist should, in 
his last decade, become a Roman 
Catholic was only part of the 
enigma surrounding Stanley Jones. 

When a brash post-structuralist 
gave an inaccurate talk on Joyce, 
Jones asked a colleague sitting near 
him for a text of Ulysses, unerring- 
ly turned to the relevant page, and 
- with characteristic urbanity - 
demolished the speaker’s argu- 
ment He was a teen opera-goer, 
and knew’ the original Italian from 
which the libretti had - not always 
satisfactorily - been translated. 

It is a mystery that with his 
range of scholarship, Jones chose 



only to publish on HazlitL and that 
from the vantage-point of a De- 
partment of French. There is no 
doubt that this caused some con- 
sternation in his university. When 
Jones was found in another de- 
partment lecturing on his favourite 
author an elderly Professor of Eng- 
lish was heard to exclaim, “This is 
impugning our departmental in- 
tegrity!" Certainly Jones was never 
accorded the Chair which his 
erudition warranted. 

His final years were warped by 
the advance of the rheumatoid 
arthritis that eventually killed him. 
He was industrious to the end. 
Friends would receive notes from 
hospital written painfully on the ob- 
verse of old menus, saying how the 
leisure of retirement had eluded him. 


Ask him where 
Hazlitt was at 
6pm on 2 May 
1812, and he 
would tell you he 
*u?as at Charles 
Lamb's talking to 
Wordsworth 
about Tasso 


“However life is still full of interest; 
it would be dreadful to be solicited 
by nothing at aJl” 

Apart from Ms biography of Haz- 
litt, Jones contributed some 50 ar- 
ticles and notes to learned journals. 
Many of these contain material not 
to be found in his life of Hazlitt or 
if found there, only in a condensed 
form. For example, his TCD. Thomas 
Memorial Lecture of 1981 (pub- 
lished as The Second Mrs Hazlitt, 
1982) gives an account of the re- 
search methods employed in as- 
certaining the background of the 
second Mrs Hazlitt Isabella Bridge- 
water, n6e Shaw. These are as as- 
tonishing as the biographical detail 
to wMch thqy led. It is to be hoped 
that a university press will bring 
such dispersed materials together 


in a stogie book This would show, 
beyond doubt that Stanley Jones 
was not only the godfather of con- 
temporary Hazlitt studies but also 
among the most resourceful 
scholars of Ms time. 

phujp Hobsraum 

No (me knew more about the life and 
works of Hazlitt than Stanley Jones, 
writes Duncan Wta. But there was 
nothing dry about him. Stanley com- 
bined his passion for thing s Hazlit- 
tian with an equal love for those 
things which once inspired his hero: 
good theatre, good wine, good music, 
and good company. 

He had a seemingly indefatigable 
knowledge of his subject Ask him 
how Hazlitt spent his brief time in 
Glasgow, who he met and what he 
did, and Stanley would know; usually 
without consulting his notes. He would 
astonish by producing such de tails 
as how mubb Hazfitt had spent on Ms 
lunch on a particular day. This would 
be an impressive enough trick to the 
case of writers whose lives are well 
documented, but it was staggering 
to the case of Hazlitt, of whom so 
little is recorded. 

I came to know Stanley during the 
three-year period of my editing of 
Hazlitfs selected writings, for a 
new edition published earlier this 
yean All scholarly paths, I discov- 
ered, led to his dooc It was opened 
without hesitation. In truth, he 
should hare produced the edition, as 
he had been examining the extant 
manuscripts for decades before 1 


began work. On visiting libraries in 
America, Canada and the United 
Kingdom, I always found that. 
Stanley had been there before me. 

My final visit to him was shortly 
before the launch party for my edi- 
tion. He showed me tos collection of 
photographs of the places in France 
where Hazlitt had once stayed. He 
had found, often with the minimum 
of evidence, Hazlitfs lodgings in 
the depths of the French country- 
side, only years, or in one case 
months, before their demolition. 
Those photographs comprise im- 
portant pieces of scholarly evidence 
to themselves. 

JEfls biojpphy of Hazlitt is a mile- 
stone in literary studies. Stanley 
Jones was the first to tell the world 
about the femity from which Hazlitfs 
second wife came, and provided a 
vast amount of new evidence about 
Sarah Walker (with whom Hazlitt fell 
disastrously to love). He opened up 
new avenues of research into Ha- 
zlitfs relations with other journal- 
ists of the day,- such as Theodore 
Hook Leigh Hunt, and William Gif- 
ford. His work has set the agenda 
for Hazlitt studies for many years 
to come. 


Stanley Llewellyn Jones , French 
and English schokaz bam Sioansea 
2 March 1916 ; Lecturer in French 
Language and Literature, Glas- 
gow University 1947-78, Reader 
1978-81; ' married 1946 Dorothea 
McLaughlin (three daughters); 
died Glasgow 11 March 1999. 


of the arts, and was a gifted musi- 
cian who gave professional perfor- 
mances on the cello. He also played 
the vinlin, and even invented his own 
type effostrument He adored opera, 
drama' and cfaBsteal ballet, a disci- 
pline he revered so much that 
he began faking lessons to it at the 
advanced age of 60. 

As an aeronautical engineer, 
Itokawa was best known for his 
war ti me work, in the production of . 
fighter planes. When he was just a 
schoolboy, he had been deeply im- 
pressed ^Charles Lindbergh’s feat 

in making a non-stop flight from New 
York to. Paris to the Spirit of St 
Louis to 1927. Fran then on, Itokawa 
was determined to build planes. 

He attended TOkyo University, 
and on graduation, joined what was 
then known as. the Nakajima Air- 
plane Company (now Etfli Heavy In- 
dustries Ltd). In those days, Japan 
was one of the world leaders in air- 
craft construction, and with the out-, 
break of war in the Pacific in 1941, 
production was quickly stepped up. 
Itokawa helped to design the 
“Hayabusa” fighter plane, the equal 
of the better-known “Zerosen" (Zero 
fighter) made by Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, whose maximum range 
was 420 nautical miles, considered 
an outs tariffing achievement The 
Zero was used towards the end of the 
war in the Kamikaze Special Attack 
Fbrce on suicide missions against 
the American fleet 
Itokawa, however was totally op- 
posed to the kamikaze programme. 
He detested the idea of using men 
as death-dealing human robots. In- 
stead, he proposed a pilotless aero- 
plane missile, like the Nazi “buzz 
bombs". But his blueprint of the 
Hayabusa remained in production. 

With the end of the wax; the Amer- 
icans proceeded with the whole- 
sale rfifinm n t ti n g of Japanese aircraft 
factories. Even Tokyo University’s 

aeronautical department was fonrari 
to shut down. The scientists had to 
turn their skills to other ends, and 
Itokawa spent several years devis- 
ing machines for medical purposes. 

His abilities in these fields became 
well known, and he was invited in' 
1953 to deliver a lecture on Ms 
methods in the School of Medicine 
at Chicago University. While there, 
he investigated the department's 
library; and discovered a thesis with 
the title: “What will happen if a 
human being is able to fly into 
space?” He realised that space flight 
must be an important part of Amer- 
ica’s plans, and decided that Japan 
should get to on tiie act 
Two years latex; he devised the 
first Japanese solid-propellant feel 
rocket nicknamed the “Pencil Rock- 
ef. It was only 23cm in length and 
was the first step in an increasing- 
ly ambitious programme, followed by 
a “Baby Rocket,” the “Kappa” and 
the “Lambda” models. 

In 1964, the Tokyo University 
Institute of Space and Aeronautical 
Science (ISAS) was established 
with Itokawa in charge, and to the 
same year a Lambda rocket reached 
a height of 1 000km. in 1970, Itokawa 
supervised an experimental sat- 
ellite, the “Osuzni”, making Japan 
the fourth country to achieve 
satellite launch capability. ISAS to 
1981 became the co-ordinating 
research centre independent of 
Tokyo University. 

When Itokawa started ballet 
lessons in 1973, pictures of him at the 
barre began to appear in magazines. 
He was often shown surrounded by 
an adoring corps de ballet His great 
moment came five years later when, 
at the Imperial Theatre in Tokyo, he 
appeared in Prokofiev’s Romeo and 
Juliet, as Romeo’s father. The audi- 
ence was gobsmacked at the sight 
of their famous scientist footing it 
with young dancera a third of his age. 
A perfect example of the marriage 
of science and the arts. 


James Kerkup 

Hideo Itokawa, aeronautical engi- p 
neer. bom Tokyo 1913; died ■ 
Nagano, Japan 21 February 1999. 



BARBARA quaile was, as Barbara 
Renton, the youngest Scottish hos- 
pital matron at 3-1 and, went on to 
crown her career as matron of Scot- 
land’s leading hospital the Edin- 
burgh Royal Infirmary UUE). Then, 
just three and a half years later, at 
the age of 53. she left to marry - and 
become a member of the Western 
Region Hospitals Board. 

Renton was a typical matron. A 
trim ramrod figure with steety eyes, 
she was in charge of all -maids and 
kitchen staff as well as nurses - and 
whenever she went on her rounds 


nurses trembled, for she noticed 
everything. A broken thermometer 
brought a lecture which so terrified 
a nurse who damaged a syringe that 
she went to Boots and spent a con- 
siderable portion of her monthly 
salary on a replacement so she did 
not have to report the loss. 

Yet Renton introduced many wel- 
come changes. Mare domestic help 
jn wards, porters to take patients to 
theatre and X-rays, student nurses 
relieved of am-nursing duties. She 
was -in favour of male nurses, 
thought senior staff should be al- 


Barbara Quaile 


lowed to live out and was a constant 
advocate of improvements in living 
conditions for nurses. 

She was the second child of an 
Edinburgh solicitor, David Renton, 
and a mother who was a member of 
the Sandeman port family. She en- 
tered nurse training at the REE in 
1927. On qualifying she worked at the 
(tent and Canterbury Hospital, and 
obtained the diploma of nursing at 
London University. She returned to 
Scotland as assistant matron at the 
Simpson Memorial Maternity Pavil- 
ion at the RIE. 


With the outbreak of the Second 
World War a 2,000-bed emergency 
hospital was created at the Baugour 
Village hospital, near Uvin^ton, and 
Renton was appointed its matron. In 
1945, she was appointed matron of 
the Victoria Infirmary, Glasgow. 

In the wider politics of her pro- 
fession, Renton wasamemberof the 
General Nursing Council for Scot- 
land, became secretary and then 
president of the Association of 
Scottish Hospital Matrons and 
served on the Scottish Board of 
the Royal College of Nursing. From 


1944 to 1948 she served on the 
Boards Reconstruction Committee 
which reported to the parent com- 
mittee in London looking at the 
post-war future of nursing. 

In 1955 Renton returned to the 
RIE as Lad? Superintendent And 
then, bn linen inventory day came 
the surprise announcement - the 
Lady Superintendent bad become 
engaged and was leaving to many 
a Glasgow stockbroker; Kenneth 
Quaile. There were some errors to 
the linen count that day. 

Barbara Quaile was a music en- 


thusiast and a member of Mfingai 
Music dub. She painted to oils un 
she developed an allergy to tl 
paints, when she turned to watt 
colours. An inspiring leader and 
disciplinarian who expected p< 
Section, she also bad a charming ai 
gracious manner. 

Laurence Dora 



Ida Barbara Helen Renton, nurse 
and matron: bom Edinburgh 28 
March 1906 ; OBE 1958; married 
1958 Kenneth Quaile ( died 1975); 
died Glasgow 15 February 1999. 
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Lee Falk 


“LOTHAR! WE’RE herel Another di- 
mensfonT cried Mtmdrate the Magician 
without moving his tips. world entirely 
different from our own!" Lothar grinned, 
holding bard to his fez. “Well, anyhow, 
it didn’t hurt!” 

Mandrake the Magirian, ran_«rirU»TQ d 

by some to be the first superhero in the 
comics, wore an odd costume in com- 
parison with the four-years-yonnger 
Superman; a shiny top hat large enough 
to hold a spare rabbit, a low-cut waist- 
coat to expose his celluloid dickey a flow- 
ing purple cloak, an evening scuit with 
tails, and shiny patent leather pointy 
shoes. His partner Lothar; a muscle- 
hound grown-up Robin, wearing blue 


blouse, was the he-man half of the act* 
he wore no shoes at alL Lothar was the 
dethroned king of an African tribe. 

When Mandrake made his comic- 
book debut in the cleverly tided Magic 
Comics no 1 in August 1989, the editor; 
G. Whiz the Wizard (“Unde George to 
you’/’), greeted his young readers from 
his - Wizard’s Tower in Washington 
Square, Philadelphia. “As towers go, it 
overtowers every other tower you ever 
saw. ICs the north-eastern turret of Mao - 
drabe’s castle on the south-western cor- 
ner of our Magic Square. Of course. 
Mandrake has a castle, though he's not 
often in it, being so busy adventuring 
but he likes to have a resident wizard 
around in case anything comes up.” 

Mandrake, of no fixed Christian name, 
first appeared in a daily newspaper 
strfo on II June 1934, Bryfcreeroed hair 
never to be disturbed, Ronald Caiman 
moustache neatly pointed, li ghting a 
fresh cigarette that urould newer ash, and 
strutting a waBringsticktoat doubled as 
a magic wand when required. Modelled 
on the theatrical conjurors that the 
young Lee Falk, his creatoi; worshipped 
in his boyhood. Mandrake soon used 
his magical abilities to fight crime, in 
harness with his partner 

The strip may now be seen as a true 
pioneer of race equality: Perhaps be- 
cause Lothar had been a king, Man- 
drake treated him as an equal at all 
times, and Ins speech balloons were 
never disgraced with the kind of paro- 
dy dialogue which today’s readers find 
so offensive in certain of yesterday's 
comics and movies. 

Leon Falk, known as Lee to Ids 
chums, was born in St Louis, Missouri. 
There seems to be some confusion 
over the actual yean An encyclopaedia 
of comics gives it as 1905, but other 
sources say he was 87 when he died. 
Falk was a natural, bom writa. As soon 
as be entered high school he began con- 
tributing to the college newspaper: 
poems, articles, stories, all flowed from 
his pen. After graduating from the Uni- 
ver^ofMissaurihegotajobasacopy- 
writer tea St Louis advertfaingageiKy 
Here he befriended one of the staff 
artists, Philip Davis, and in time the 
two were to form a partnership in toe 
production of Mandrake the Magician. 

Falk spent a while in local radio as 
both a producer and a scriptwriter, 


then took time off to visit New 'Vbxk with 
toe rough artwork for Mandrake. No 
m ean artist himself Ffelkhad sketched 
the ffrst few strips as samples. King Fba- 
tores, tiie top newspaper strip syndicate^ 
showed interest, but wanted better drawr 
ings Rushing home, Ehlk grabbed Davis 
and in a few days the polished-up strips 
were sent to King- They accepted. 

Originally Mandrake was me perfect, 
and perfectly impossible, magician. He 
could do absolutely anything Falk 
could dream up: shrink in im pe n d 
to giant proportions, conjure up an 
instant lunch, vanish from view and 
reappear on the other side of the world. 

His first opposition came from the 
Cobra, a s i T ri rf jw; hooded blacfanagjdan 
whose aim was to rule the world. He 
reckoned without Mandrake’s magic. 
Wonderful stuffto delight young read- 
ers, of course, but certain Christian bod- 
ies olgected They cfid not like nurades 
being performed by magic Falk 
quickly reduced his hero’s powers to 
Irflcmosis alone. From them on a gesture 


Mandrake the 
Magician was 
considered by some 
to be the first comic 
* superhero. He 
predated Superman 
by four years 



Mandrake die Magician, 1966, Falk’s hero’s first solo comic book 


of Mandrake’s elegant hands would 
cloud a man’s nrrind so that the victim 
would totally believe that what he 
thought he saw was true. There is an 
answer to every problem, especially if 
you draw comics. 

On the distaff side, Mandrain* met 
Princess Nardia of Cockaigne and duly 
fell in love despite the feet that she want- 
ed to kill him it seems Mandrake was 
warring wito her bad brother Segrid at 
toe time, but once that matter was ma& 
icafly sorted, the way was dear for ro- 
mance, despite toe many beauties that 
our conj u ror would encounter in his ex- 
tremely long and still continuing careen 

Phil Davis, working with his wife 
Martha, drew the series until he died in 
1964. She continued womanfulty on her 
own for a while, then toe pen was 
passed to Harold. Fredericks, who 

qgnpd hrm««^fBhnpIyT? Vpd Manrir nkp’ft 
operations were now headquartered in 
the Fortress of Xanadu, but otherwise 
the magic proceeded as before. 

Mandrake entered the movies as toe 
star .of his own 12-episode serial pro- 
duced by Columbia Pictures in 1939. 
Warren Hull played the magician’ in 
what was billed as “A Mad Whirl of 
Murder and Mystery”, supported by A1 
Kikome as Lothar. The chapter titles 
sound exciting: “&ap of toe Wasp”, 


“TterorTtides the Rails” and “Unseen 
Monster” are typical. 

But one successful strip was not 
enough fin* Falk. On 17 February 1936, 
Bing Features launched his new strip, 
the Phantom. Clad in a one piece skin- 
tight suit with a hood, phis a tight Wack 
eye-mask wfakit revealed a startling lack 
of pupils, the Phantom was not just a 
man, he was a Bring legend, 400 years 
old. Mem called him “The Ghost Who 
Tfolks”, and he had been walking around 
the jungles of India smee the 16th cen- 
tury. Hu secret he was realty Christo- 
pher Standish, latest in a long line of 
stalwart sons, who inherited their title 
and powers from the original Phantom 
all those hundreds of years ago. 

Falk's artist for the Phantom was 
• another friend from his home town. Ray 
Moore drew the simplistic but visually 
appealing strip until he entered the 
US Air Fbrce in 1942. The Phantom 
was then taken over fall-time by his 
forms' assistant, Wilson McCoy. Once 
again Hollywood called, and with 
the banner line “The Most Fantastic, 
Most Fixating Serial Fiver Made”, Co- 
lumbia Pictures leapt into action with 
Tom Tyler; who once played the 
Mummy, billed as “America’s favourite 
cartoon hero now on the screen!" 
Second-UIied was Ace toe Wbnder Dog 


as Devil, the Phantom’s four4egged 
friend. This was 1943, and some years 
later; in 1996, a full-length feature film 
was made of the same title. 

. FEdk served in the Dqjarta^t of Se- 
cret Intelligence, a branch of toe Office 
of War Information, during the Second 
World Wu; and later began to write and 
produce for the theatre. Many of his pro- 
ductions were staged at Nassau in the 
Bahamas, and he is said to have pro- 
duced some 300 plays. These inchuied 
Dame M^y Whxtfy in Emtyn VfiDiams’s 
masterpiece. Night Must Fall, and 
Chariton Heston in BetL Book and Can- 
dle. Fhlk also wrote two musical plays. 
Happy Dollar and one featuring his 
top comic-strip hero. Mandrake toe 
Magician and the Enchantress. 

In Ms spare time from mapping out 
14 strips every week and writing and 
producing plays, Falk launched into a 
series of novels featuring his other 
hero, the Phantom. Small wonder then 
that he finally received an internation- 
al award for his comic strip work at toe 
1971 Comics Convention in Lucca, Italy. 

Denis Gifford 

LeonFhSc, toriier and producer bom 
St Louis, Missouri 1905; twice married 
(one son, tun daughters); died New 
York 13 March 1999. 
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Historical Notes 

Helene Wiggin 

The relentless 
tyranny of the sink 


DOWN THE ages traditional 
Ffri gtiRh laundry skills have 
always been the preserve of 
women. Long before the 
“white' than white” virtues of 
Oxydol over Rinso wooed 
housewives from thte copper 
boilers to the twin tub, there 
were devices trying to make 
the weekly wash less time- 
copsunrir^ and cumbersome. 

The first washing ma- 
chines were primitive affairs: 
just a barrel or buck with a 
false bottom and a spigot 
Heavy household linens were 
layered carefully into toe 
buck; propped by sturdy gar- 
den twigs that would carry 
the wei^t of sodden doth, al- 
lowing the washing solution 
to course ito way down over 
cuffs, ruffe and collars, already 
dipped in tye. These were 
pfacedd owuwards to catch toe 
force of the determent “Leying 
the buck" was toe tradition- 
al way of letting nature pre- 
soak away gathered grime 
but the result was only as 
good as the tye solution used. 

mien Celia Fiennes made 
her intrepid journey on 
horseback across Britain in 
toe mid-i7to century she saw 
fit to comment in her chary 
about the lye-making indus- 
try in the forest of Cannock 
Chase. She observed how 
the dried ferns were burned 
into ashes, mixed with grease 
and turned into tye bails. 
These were soaked overnight 

n rflmwflter: wf miuen fhmngh 

muslin to provide the scour- 
ing liquid to be poured over 
the layered Bnens in the buck 
and left to soak through. 


Never let it be said that 
Tudor or Stuart women did 
not take pride in pristine 
linen. Only the most destitute 
did not attempt some hand- 
scrubbing. Even a modest 
household was judged by the 
freshness of its linen. White- 
ned was achieved by bleach- 
ing agents such as sunshine 

anri m-mp Rparfo u hlparhad fiiK . 

rics were the sign of wealth 
and prestige, so any tricks to 
upgrade the whiteness of a 
collar were eagerly sought 
• It was to the garden that 
the thrifty housewife resort- 
ed to find other tye solutions 
made from burnt hen or pi- 
geon dung, wild flowers. Here 
were found the sticks and 
props to stretch out toe 
linens to dry taut in the wind 
and sun. Brides were pre- 
sented with specialty cut 
sticks to dry out nappies in 
anticipation ofa happy event 

Then there was the whole 
process of soapmaking. The 

planing rtf fhft farming yards 
were usually on the outskirts 
of a town, dose to a water 
supply but downstream to 
ease the stench. Grease 
scraped from carcasses was 
rendered and boiled into a 
stinking lye by the soapmak- 
ers. Thrifty housewives also 
rendered their own version of 
household soap using fats 
mixed with traditional herbs 
like. lavender. 

The fashion for ruffs and 
stiff finen collars was a high 
laundry priority and the 
process of sizing and starch- . 
ing fabric an art in itself 
There was often rivalry to 


produce the most efficacious 
tye rinses from bran water 
and ground hoof-parings. 
Each following generation 
found natural means to im- 
prove their fabrics; a strained 
potato water to clean silk, a 
tealeaf rinse for linens, sugar 
and water to stiffen paper 
nylon petticoats. 

The price of cleanliness 
could be more costly than 
mere chapped hands. Parish 
records record the deaths of 
young girls; drowned fetching 
water from well and swollen 
stream, scalded by burning fat 
cr flashings young chil- 
dreu poisoned by drinking de- 
tergent WtotaKiws how many 
backs were put out of joint by 
the fifing of sodden loads. 

A few remaining relics of 
original “bucks” may be 
found in bijou gardens. For 
nearly a hundred years this 
monument to 19th-century 
endeavour ruled supreme: 
queen of every wash-house in 
the urban backyard, with 
broadroDers like some ample 
heaving bosom out of which 
churned the weekly wash 
flattened to a cardboard. 

Washing has been one of 
ttemostnfenflessafhouseh^ 
duties. Homespun hempen 
doth was heavy and tempt- 
ing to ignore until ripe and 
fruity. The invention of me- 
chanical “bucks” in the 20th 
century surely has done 
much to liberate women from 
the tyranny of toe sink? 

Helene Wiggin is author of 
7n the Heart of the Garden? 
(Flame, £6:99) 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 

DEATHS 

MILLER SMITH; Dorothy, died 
jeaccfuBy at home, as she lived, 
nith her famih: Wife of Charles, 
mother of Nicholas, Caroline 
and Fiona, and grandmother of 
Emily, Rineral service at St 
Michael's, Chester Square, SWi. 
on Friday 26 March 1999, at 
2^6pm for family and friends, 
rianfly flowers only but maa- 
lions, if desired, to Action 
against Breast Cancer, C2 
Culham Science Centre. t 
Oxfordshire OX14 30B. Thanks- 
givine service on Tuesday li 
May 1999 at St Michael's, 
Chester Square, SWI, at 
11.38am. An friends invited. 

WILLIS; On 16 March, suddenly 
after a tone illness Frank 51. 
formerly of the ITC. Flincral ser- 
vice on 24 March at St Maryfe- 
bone Crematorium. East End 
Road, N2, at 230pm. No Bangs 
pleas& donations to Eden Hall 
Marie Curie Centre, t o l*vcr- 
ton and Sons Ltd. 0181-444 5753. 

k IN MEMOR1AM 

ROMNENOVIC; It is one year 
saw re our dear Dusan left us. 
With the most tender fed mgs 


and protection he lavished upon 
us all Us life. His devoted fanub- 


ROYAL 
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Birthdays 

Miss Ursula Andress, 
actress, 63; Sir Nigel 
Broomfield, former ambas- 
sador to Germany, 62; Miss 
Glenn Close, actress, 52; 
Lady Georgina Coleridge,. • 
journalist, 83; Professor 
Ronald Girdwood, former 
president. Royal College of 
Physicians of Edinburgh, 82; 
The Right Rev Ronald Gor- 
don, former Bishop of Lam- 
beth, 72; Mr Biyan HUdrew, 
former managing director, 
Lloyds Register of Shipping. 
79; Vice-Admiral Sir Nor-, 
man King, former c h a irm a n , 
B uckinghamshir e Health - 
Authority, 66; Sir David 
Lmnsden, former principal. 
Royal Academy of Music, 71; 
Sir Peter Masefield, avia- 
tion authority 85; Lord Plant 
of HjjfofieM, Master St 
Catherine's College, Oxford, 
54; Lt-Gen Sir Alan Reay, 
Chief Hon Steward, 'Westmin- 
ster Abbes 74; Mr Philip 
Roth, novelist, 66; Mr Brace 
Willis, actor, 44; Miss Mary 
Wirabtxsh, actress, 75; Mr 
William Winfield, Headmas- 
ter, Mill Hill School, 52. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Georges de la Tour; 
painter, 1593; Tobias George 
Smollett physician and 
writer, 1721; Charles Watson 
Wentworth, second Marquis 

of Rockingham, statesman, 
1730; Dr David Livingstone, 
explorer and missionary, 

Z8l3; Johannes Josephus 
Herman Vferhulst, composer 
and conductor, 1816; Sir 
Hibbard Francis Burton, 
scholar and explorer; 1821; 
Albert Pinkham "Ryder, 
painter. 1847; William Jen- 
nings Bryan, politician, I860; 


Sergei Pavlovich Diaghflev, 
founder of Diaghflev ballet 
company, 1872; Max Reger; 
teacher and composer, 1873; 
Sir John Hubert Marshall, 
archaeologist, 1876; Joseph 
Albers, abstract painter and 
poet, 1888. 

Deaths: Thomas KZffigrew, 
playwright, 1683; Ren6 
Robert Cavelier; Sieur de la 
Salle, explorer; murdered by 
his own men in Texas 1687; 
Thomas WiSiam DanieQ, 
landscape painter; 1840; 

Mary Anning, finder of 
Ichthyosaurus fossil, 1847; 
William Henry Playfair, 
architect, 1857; Friedrich W3- 
hehn Schadow-Godenhaus, 
painter; 1862; George Rich- 
mond, painter; 1896; Antoine- 
Thomson d'Abbatfie, explorer 
and scientist, 1897; Arthur 
James Balfour; first Eari Bal- 
four; statesman, 1930; Edgar ' 
Rice Burroughs, novelist and 
creator of “Tarzan", 1950; 
Gfteorghe Gheorghiu-Dq, 
Romanian prime minister. 
1965; Stephen Graham, travel 
writer; 1975; Ffcith Cuthrell 
Baldwin, romantic novelist, 
1978; Alan Bade!, actor; 1982. 

On this day: the Rev John 
■ White formed the New Eng- 
land Company in Massachu- 
setts Bay 1628; the US 
Senate refused to ratify the 
Versailles Treaty and the 
League of Nations Covenant, 
1920; the opera Ftiust fay 
Gounod was performed in 
Paris for the first time, 1858; 
Sydney Harbour bridge was 
officially opened, 1932; follow- 
ing an internal dispute, 

British parachute troops * 
took over the Caribbean 
iclnnil of Anguilla, 1869; WHty 
Brandt and Willi Stoph, 
heads of West and East Ger- 
many met for the first tone 


at Erfurt, 1970; during a 
severe gale, toe 1,2 60-foot 
television mast at Emley 
Moor; Yorkshire, crashed to 
the ground, 1970; toe first 
London performance of 
toe musical show On the 
Twentieth Century was 
staged, 1980. 

Today is toe Feast Day of St 
Alcnnmd. prince of Northum- 
bria, St John of Panaca, St 
Joseph (husband of tfae-Vir- 
gin) and St Landoald. 


LECTURES 

National Gallery: Colin Wig- 
gins, “Cats and Dogs tin): 
Constable, Salisbury Cathe- 
dral firm tiie Meadows i", 
lptn. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Ann Peerless, 
“Stories in Indian Art GO”, 
2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Tim Marlow, 
“Jackson Pollock: untangling 
toe web", lpm. 

British Museum: Mik e Cow- 
ell, “Science and Money”, 
lLSOam; Paul Craddock, 
“Black Bronzes: the 
alchemist’s gold”, 1pm; Dun- 
can Franklin, “Technologies 
of Ancient China", 2pm. 
Wallace Collection, 

London Wl: “Hrfoae Logan, 
“Maiolica in the Wallace 
Collection”, 1pm. 


DINNERS 

Chester Business Club 
Mr John Monks, General 
Secretary, Trades Union Con- 
gress, was guest of honour 
and principal speaker at a 
Chester Business Club din- 
ner held -yesterday evening 
at Abbots Wfell Hotel, 

Chester. Mr Martin Seed, 


Club Chairman, presided. 

Mr Tbm Hunt, Club Vice- 
President and Mr Bob 
Clough-P&rkei; Chib Secre- 
tary; also spoke. 

Durham University 
Sr Robert May, Chief Gov- 
ernment Scientific Officer; 
was the guest speaker at 
Durham University Society 
ofFfeHows 17th Annual Din- 
ner; held yesterday at the 
College of St Hild and St 
Bede, Durham. Professor 
Michael Prestwich, Presi- 
dent of the Society of Fel- 
lows, was the host Among 
toe guests were: 

Prafes8orSrEemieUiCUmaii,VSce- 
C h meefl or ind Warden. Dgrfaam Pni- 
venffy; Mr and Bln Derek tbung, (he 
Major «Dd Mayoress of Darimm The 
Very Bot John Arnold, Dean of Dutmn. 
■nd Mrs Arnold; Sir Frederick Hoflfdjra 
ChairromoiNorttopferian Water end 
former Vice-Chancellor and Woden of 
Durham Unfoosttst 


College of Law 

The Governors of the College 
of Law have appointed Mr 
Rodger Pannone to be their 
Chairman, in succession to 
Sir Derek Bradbeer. 


Synagogue 

SERVICES 

Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 
begins in- London at 5.57pm. 
United Synagogues: 0181-343 - 
n of Syna- 

: 0181-202 2283. Union 
1 and Progressive 
! 0171-680 1063. 

. . . iffognes of Great 

Britain: 0181-345 4731. Spanish 
and Poriagiiese Jews Congre- 
gation: 0171-2802573. New 
London Synagogue (MasortO: 
0171-8281046. 


"T r*,,^ announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171 -293 201 2 

Post Gazette announconen 2011) or fex to 0371-293 2010. Please give a daytnne telephone number. 
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Court had power to 
grant ancillary relief 


IN THE absence of express 
language in an arbitration 
danse, toe court was not de- 
prived of jurisdiction to grant 
andHai7 relief such as a 
Mareoa injunction in support 
of arbitration proceedings. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
charged an ex parte Mareva 
injunction which had been 
granted to toe plaintiffs to pro- 
tect tiiEsr claim to a contingency 
fee under a retainer agree- 
ment wjth the defendant 

The defendant sought to 
challenge her father's will by 
bringing proceedings against 
other members of her famityin 
toe foreign country in which she 
lived. She mitered into a re- 
tainer with a leading firm of 
lawyers in that country on the 
basis of a contingency fee. The 
beneficiaries of her father's es- 
tate agreed to settle her claim 
for a very large sinn of money 
The completion took place in 
London, and the money was 
paid into an account in Jersey. 

Hie Javiers feared that they 
would not be paid their fee, and 
brought proceedings in Eng- 
land fin; inter aha, a Mareoa for 
junction over the proceeds of 
the settlement They were 
granted an exparfe injunction. 


tein«imTjlngHdh |pw and T^m- 
don arbitration clause. The 
defendant applied to have the 
Mareoa inunction discharged 
and [to stay the ptoceedmgs for 
arbitration. She argued that 


to grant a Mareva injunction 


ucuumc we parues aau agreea 
that all disputes deriving from 
their agreement, including a 
dispute relating to such an an- 
cillary remedy, should be with- 
in the esciusive jurisdiction of 
the arbitral tribunal, and that in 


Friday law 
Report 

19 MARCH 1999 

Re Q's Estate 
Queen's Bench 
Division , Commercial 
Court [Mr Justice Rix) 
12 March 1999 


any event the lawyers had 
faffed to show a real risk that 
she would not pay any award 
a gains t her 

Nicholas Hamblen QC (I nee A 
Co) jar the pfosnttflk; Thomas 
Seazley (Peters & Peters) for 
tiie defendant. 

Mr Justice Rix said that sec- 
tion 44 of .the Arbitration Act 
1996 confirmed that the court 
had the same power of making 
orders in relation to arbitral 
proceedings about, inter alia, 
the preservation of evidence 
■and the granting of an interim 
injunction as it had in relation 
to legal proceedings “unless 

otherwise agreed by the parties". 

It was submitted for the de- 
fendant, relying on Mantotxtni 
v CapardH [1978] 2 Lloyd’s Rep 
63, that the parties had “other- 
wise agreed” because the 
words in the arbitration clause 
“any dispute deriving [from] or 
in connection with” the retain- 
er agreement embraced a dis- 
pute as to the granting of a 
Mareva agreement 

MantozTont v CapareUi was 
not, however; authority for the 
proposition that anc i llar y pro- 
ceedings in the courts were al- 
ways a breach of an arbitration 

danse, merely that they were 


in that particular case by rea- 
son of the wide language of toe 
arbitration clause in question. 
In the absence of similar lan- 
guage the court was not de- 
prived of jurisdiction to grant a 
Mareoa injunction in support of 
arbitration between the parties 
to the proceedings. 

Furthermore, the use of the 
word “exduswe*’ in the arbi- 
tration clause was merely in- 
tended to underline the general 
rule that substantive proceed- 
ings had to be try way of arbi- 
tration, rattier than to introduce 
the exceptional situation where 
the parties were barred from 
ancfllaiy proceedings in court 
Had toe parties wanted to ex- 
clude the right to resort to the 
court under section 44 of the 
1996 Act for assistance in an- 
cillary matters, they could and 
should have done so by more 
specific wording. 

The court did not, therefore, 
lack jurisdiction to make a 
Moreno in the present case, but 
declined to do so on the merits. 

A plaintiff could not obtain a 
Mareoa injunction before his 
cause of action had accrued. In 
the present case, counsel had 
informed the court toe day be- 
fore the completion of the set- 
tlement of the defendant's 
claim that he would be seeking 
an induction, he. before the 
plaintiffs’ cause of action for 
their contingency fee had ma- 
terialised. It had been possible 
to grant toe injunction on the 
following day. with counsel's as- 
surance that the completion 
had taken place and that noth- 
ing material had otherwise 
changed. That procedure, 
athough unorthodox, was none 
the less valid 

Kate O'Hanlon. 

Barrister 


IN ANGLESEY I once asked 
a waitress what the “mixed 
vegetables" were. Sbe said. 


and I still puzzle: and bog- 
gle at the Brighton restau- 
rant Peppers’ “medley of 
vegetables". This is pithily 
defined by Johnson as “a 
mingled mass. It is com- 
monty used with some 
degree of contempt.” CRe- 


WORPS 

CHRISTOPHER 
HAWTREE ■ 
medley, n. 

straint itself compared with 
one’s seeing that Harvester 


How refeshing to leave 


cavernous Peppers and 
walk to the Steine, as de- 
scribed by the 14-year-old 
Macaulay: it *is a rare med- 
ley, - Generals, and Drum- 
mers, and Deserters, and 
bathing-women, and Peer- 
esses, and Quakers, and 
masters, and misses, and 
Sailors, are taking the air 
perpetually in its walks.” No 
diesel flumes for them. 
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Frank Bruno and the art of bagel making 


THE FRENETIC industry of the 
all-night bagel shop was only 
brought to a halt by Frank 
Bruno. The shop, at the top of 
Brick Lane in London's East 
End, reaches Rs weekly climax 
at about four o'clock on Sunday 
morning. Because anyone going 
out £or a bagel at that time is 
certain to be at least slightly 
interesting. Dull suburban 
couples, for instance, wouldn’t 
survive the strain were one 
partner to suggest that “This 
week dear, instead of Sunday 
afternoon at the Harvester; why 
don't we go to a bagel shop at 
four in the morning? 1 '. 

The flamboyant and colourful 
clientele remain constantly 
jovial, undisturbed by the abuse 
doled out by late-night curry 
house yobs. “Creeeam 
cheeeese,” screamed the 
cam pest skinhead dressed in 
rubber I'd ever seen. “Whack us 
a pair of tunas,” said the hard 
bloke behind him. Then came a 
pair of coppers, and a couple who 
must have been to a fancy dress 


party, him as Oscar Wide and 
her in a 1 920s Charleston outfit ■ 
If a Red Indian had come in, this 
queue could have earned a 
fortune as a Village People 
tribute band. 

The bagel itself is a traditional 
Jewish roll, sweet with a hole in 
the middle, filled with smoked 
salmon, herring or other; more 
gentile, fillings. Inlhe back half 
of the shop, the process of 
making them entertains the 
queueing customers. Sweating, 
agile artists rapidly but 
delicately brush each bagel 
before swinging a tray carrying 
60 of them into a huge oven, 
while their colleagues knead 
enormous blocks of dough, and 
everyone shouts at each other 
across the clattering of bagel- 
related accessories. 

This never slows down, even 
during quiet periods, and you 
wonder whether it's an addiction; 
and whether; on their days off, 
the bagel-makers stay at home 
slamming their oven door shut, 
chu cking Polos into trays, and 


yelling “MORE DOUGH”, at 
passing strangers: 

In the comer; champing on a 
slice of salt beet was Douglas. " 
Chunks of bagel were spiffing 
through vast gaps in his teeth on 
to Iris crumbling black coat He 
was Scottish and' had worked on 
the oil rigs for several years but 
had to leave when he became 
disabled. He now lives in a 
homeless person's unit "Usually 
ah come here in the afternoon,” 
he said. “Ah get here at four; and 
stay until midnight. Pve nothing 
else to do, have I? They always 
see me all right for bagels.” 

But today was different He 
was here at night, to listen to the 
radio commentary of the fight at 
Madiso n Square Garden between 
Holyfield and Lewis. In the 
moments before it began "he was 
joined by Reg, who’d come off a ■ 
night shift on the Underground, 
and the three of us moved as 
dose as we could to the crackty 
sound of Frank Bruno imparting 
his expert analysis. 

“Lewis is making this look so 


Mark Steel 



ON ‘ 

LOCATION 

_ _ ■ 

easy he’s a dangerous dude,” 
said Frank. “He’s walking it” he 
enthused after each round. "He’s 
walking it” said Reg and 
Douglas to everyone who asked. 
“He’s scoring so many points ■ 
with his jabs,” saidJBruno. “He’s 
scoring so many points with his 
jabs," said the little man s e rvin g 
cheesecake one minute latm; to a 
pair of lads on their way home 
from a rave. 

Once every two rounds, the 
tempo of commentary would 
increase, along with a surge of . 


ringside yelling. We'd all stretch 
an inch nearer to the radio, and 
at that moment the woman in the 
corner would turn on the bread- 
slicing machine, which clattered 
like a fruit machine coughing out 
a jackpot -you could shut your 
eyes and imagine you were in a 
steelworks. - 

“Pleeeeease, catft you do it . 
between rounds,” we’d plead, but - 
she just looked puzzled and 
carried on. 

The fight ended. “Lewis is 
easily the champion,'’ said 
Frank, and everyone agreed. But 
we hadn’t seen a thing; we only 
had Frank's word for it Ebr all 
we knew, Holyfield had spent the 
whole fight pinging Lewis's nose 
with an elastic band, while Lewis 
yelped, “Ow, stop it, that hurts.” • 

“It was much closer than you 
seem to think,” said a British 
journalist to Bruno. “Rubbish,” 
shouted Keg and Douglas. .And 
then toe verdict; the infamous 
draw. “Well they were watching a 
different fight to me,” screeched 
the little man behind the counter; 


^To be fair; we didn’t see it,” I 
interjected pathetically can . 
tell by listening tae the radio,” 

spat Douglas. 

But now Bruno was on '& rolL 
Itwas disgraceful, Scandalous, 
shameful, appalling. To breakup 
the adjectives, he actually said 
“know what I mean?* And then 
he went for a big finish. “That , " 
Holyfield is a man who believes - 
m God. So he must look in the 
mirror and say to himself, ‘as 
night is night and day is day. . 
Lord, I know I lost that fight*.” 

Suddenly the regular bledank- 
ktedank of trays in ovens was 
interrupted. “That Bruno,” 
screamed a nTtaiian baker; 
slamming down the tray of 
bagels he was brushing with oil, 
“he talk a-notomg but sheet!!”. 

And he sat down for the first 
. time in at least two hours and 
howled with laughter in an. 
Italian accent Hus brought toe 
whole bagel-making process to a 
halt, creating-a log-jam of dough 
and stacted-up trays. 

And it was all a touch ironic. 


Because the last tone British 
people thought there was about 
to be a British world 
heavyweight champion was just 
before Bruno fought Tyson. Then 
Bruno was dumped on to the 
floor in the third round, and we 
all suddenly thought, how did we 
fool ourselves? This was Iron 

gy yn p i P wittunti aiy TWiwmiitnr 

Crocodile Tyson - against 
Buttons from Cinderella 
Which leads me to toe sad 
decla ra t ion that this was the last 
of these rials, as Tm supposed 
to be writing a book and a radio 
series, both of which take bloody 
ages. Bat I would like to thank 
this newspaper for giving me the . 
chance to write these pieces, and 
the readers who've read them. * 
What they’ve confirmed for 
me is that while the class 
divisions which shape our society 
are enormously complex, give or 
take a few grey areas and 
exceptions, working-class people 
are creative, positive, amiable, 
humble ynsrifigh And the 
rich are Ignorant pigs. Th ra. 
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A university library needs funds. What to do? Sell the books, of course. By Oliver Swanton j q fCllCC Of 

civil divorce 


Lost pages 



B ooks were Charles 
Turner's life. 
Friends of the ec- 
centric senior civil 
servant recall how 
he often went with- 
out life's luxuries, 
including winter coats, to buy them. 

His collection of early maths books 
and manuscripts covered every con- 
ceivable surface in his top-floor flat 
in Wimbledon, London. “There was 
no dining-room or lounge,” re- 
members David Ingram, a retired 
professor, who admired the books as 
a boy. “The whole flat seemed to be 
an extended part of his library 
“I was always rather surprised by 
the frugal nature of his life. There 
was little cutlery in his flat and he 
didn't seem to eat much. It was a 
rather austere existence.” 

Over 50 years Dimer diligently 
amassed 1.400 works, including 
eight from Newton's own library. "[It] 
gave one a sense of being part of the 
march of time,” says Ingram. 
“Handling the very books great 
mathematicians like Newton and 
Galileo had once owned was mag- 
ical. To discover their scribbled 
notes and additions to calculations 
truly brought the subject alive." 

To understand mathematics 
there’s no substitute for reading the 
words of the great masters, says 
David Singmaster, a retired profes- 
sor "Reproductions and facsimiles 
do not encourage a personal con- 
nection with the past And, even if 
they did, no matter what people say 
these things just aren't being digit- 
ised; it’s expensive, it takes a long 
time and nobody's got any money." 

In 1968. Turner determined to 
leave his rare and valuable collec- 
tion to future generations. He 
wanted his act of benevolence to help 
build the prestige of “a university lib- 
rary that had not had the opportun- 
ity or good fortune to acquire such 
an important special collection", he 
told his friend. Keele University, 
where Ingram taught physics, was 
just the kind of red-brick institution 
Turner had in mind. In appreciation 
Keele awarded Turner an honorary 
degree and organised a handing- 
over ceremony at which Princess 
Margaret, then chancellor of the uni- 
versity, thanked him in person. 

Thirty- years later, Keele Univer- 
sity has unceremoniously sold the 
Turner Collection for £lm. After 
years of budget cuts they needed 
funds to invest in library materials. 

Contrary to the univeirity's state- 
ment last November, the books are 
likely to leave the country the Lon- 
don book dealer Simon Finch, one 
of at least three dealers known to be 
associated with the sale, has applied 
for several export licences. 

The university's decision to sell 
was far foam clear-cut. Debate in 
academic senate during June last 
year was heated. By a siim majority' 
representatives voted not to sell 
Staff at Keele thought that was the 
end of the matter but on 2G June the 
university 's smaller ruling council 
- responsible, together with the 
Viee-Chancelloe for day-to-day man- 
agement - made a rare and contro- 
versial decision to ignore the will of 
senate on a major issue. A com- 
mercial offer of Elm was already on 
Lhe table. Within 10 days the books 
had been removed from the library. 

The books' likety' destination is the 
United States, where there is mas- 
sive demand for early works - and 
where the British antiquarian book 
dealer Simon Finch has done lucra- 
tive business in the past The Inter- 
net revolution has made millionaires 
of many computer geeks almost 



What could be more miserable than an 
acrimonious marriage? By Sophie Radice \ 


Rare books such as these fetch high prices In toe United States where there is massive demand for earty works Glynn Griffiths 


overnight With high disposable 
incomes and a natural interest in ail 
things mathematical they’re driving 
the price of earty works to unpre- 
cedented levels: a first edition of 
Newton's Principia Mathematica 
recently went for $300.000 1 6185,000) 
at auction in New York, while an 
Archimedes manuscript fetched 
$2.2m last October. 

The secrecy of the sale of the 
Turner collection is surpassed only 
by the secrecy surrounding toe ex- 
port of works of art The Department 
for. Culture would neither confirm 
nor deny that applications for export 
licences had been made or granted. 
Furthermore, when the Shadow cul- 
ture secretary, Peter Ainsworth, 
tabled a written question in the 
House of Commons, it became dear 
that the Government does not know 
the “exact present location” of the 
Turner Collection. 

“It is disgraceful and astonishing 
that an important collection of this 
kind can simply disappear;” says 
Ainsworth, “There is an air of mys- 
tery surrounding the export of col- 
lections and WOlks of art that needs 
to be dispelled. This is far from an 
isolated case and it is dear that re- 
form is of great urgency” 


Critics believe that the Turner 
Coflection was undersold - it in- 
ducted all three editions of Newtek’s 
Principia and a copy of Galileo's 12 
Saggiatore... of 1625, which Galileo 
had extensively annotated. “New- 
ton’s books alone,” asserts Srngmas- 
ten “could have fetched £im at 
auction." Senior academics at Keele, 
with the support of four local MPs, 
are demanding an internal enquiry 
into the affair . 

A spokeperson for the university, 
however; maintains that the sale 
price was a fair one. They declined 
to specify which, if any, major nat- 
ional antiquarian book-selling com- 
pany, international firm of 
auctioneers or other specialists the 
university might have consulted for 
advice and valuations. The London 
Mathematical Society the British So- 
ciety for toe History of Mathemat- 
ics, the British Sodety for the 
History of Science and the British 
Library all maintain that they were 
not consulted about the sale. 

Keele stands by its derision to 
selL Turner attached no strings to 
his gift, says a spokesperson. The 
.collection was theirs to sefl and in 
doing so they have broken no laws; 
besides, they say the books were 



Princess Margaret formally receives Charles Turner’s bequest 


little-used and far from unique. A 
statement from the university said: 
“The university received assur- 
ances at thepoint of sale that the col- 
lection would remain intact and in 
Britain and available to scholars.” 

Senior academics at Keele, with 
the support of four local MPs, will 
this week demand an internal en- 
quiry in to the affair. The British Lib- 
rary has already demanded (and 
obtained) the return of a £10,000 
grant made to the university for re- 
binding toe books. Meanwhile, the 
chairman of the Museums & Gal- 
leries Commission, James Jofl, has 
called far urgent reform of toe “un- 
satisfactory legal status” of collec- 
tions and objects donated to public 
bodies. Universities, he added, can- 
not simply regard such collections 
as private assets to be sold off at will 
to the highest bidder, 

At least three book dealers have 
been associated with the sale - 
Robert Downie, Daniel McDowell 
and Simon Finch. No written as- 
surances about the collection’s des- 
tiny were made. Keele would not 
commenton whether it believed con- 
ditions of sale had been breached, 
or whether it plans to act to stop the 

books leaving Britain. It is not the 
university’s decision to sell per se 
that has angered cities, but that toe 
collection was sold to a dealer; not 
another British public institution, to 
ensure that the collection remained 
part of the nation’s stock of wealth 
- and accessible by scholars. 

Keele University council min- 
utes of 28 June record that the sale 
was agreed in principle, “following 
farther investigations of toe op- 
tions”. Yet within 10 days the books 
had been removed from library 
shelves. The unversity maintains the 
books were offered to other public 
bodies, but declines to specify which. 

Oxford University; Cambridge 
University; the Royal Society, the 
Royal Astronomical Society and the 
British Library all have an interest 


in early mathematical works. Keele 
had not offered the collection, mpart 
or whole, to them. 

Dr David McKitterick, chief lib- 
rarian at Trinity Colley Cambridge, 
where Newton was an undergrad- 
uate, says: “film would not have 
been an impossible sum to find. 
Some libraries would have worked 
extremely hard to pay.” 

Of father concern is toe disap- 
pearance fhraKeete University lib- 
rary of an additional 200 books, 
known as the With Tinner Collection. 
The fact that the supplementary col- 
lection might be included in toe sale 
is not mentioned in minutes of either 
the university's senate or its coun- 
dL The books were never part of the 
Turner bequest, but were bought 
with public funds and intended for 
the use of Keele staff and students . 

At least one of the books, com- 
plete with Keele University Lib- 
rary’s embossed stamp, -has 
surfaced m Newark, purchased wi 
the Internet from Robert Downie. 
Dowries a graduate of Kierie whohas 
dime regular business with the uni- 
versity, maintains that the With 
Tbrner Collection was “afl part of the 
arrangement of the sale”. 

Keele is not the first universityto 
cash in. Despite widespread 
protests the University of Man- 

daester sold 97 tnagnifk«m medieval 

and Renaissance books and manu- 
scripts in April 1988. Although the 
books -which fetched £1,838,760 at 
Sotheby’s - were duplicates. Lord 
Strabolfo Labour arte spokesman at 
the tine, revealed that in every 
case the university had chosen to sell 
toe better copy of each pair held 
MPs, pears and academics warned 


this w kkk we heard the doom- 
laden news that divorce was a ter- 
rible threat to children. Couples, 
according to .Tory leader William 
Hague, should stay together Divorce 

is altogether too easy, and mar- 
riage realty is the ideal 
Coming from a family of three 
generations of official marital break- 
down (grandparents, parents, aunts 
and uncles and my sister and I 
have all been divorced), I have to 
protest a gains t the notion' font di- 
vorce is the greatest social problem 
faced by-our children. That dubious 
prize must go to-parental unhappi- 
ness in all its forms. We all know 
about the emotional pain of divorce, 
the loss of hope for the parents and 
the confusion far the children, be- 
cause it is a public admission of fail- 
ure that the morally smug can point 
toe finger at But what of the kind 
of insidious acrimopy that is buried 
deep within the stay-together-for-tbe- 
sake-of-th e-children families? 

There are iM statistics, reports or 
surveys on the pervasive long-term 
effect on children of terminally un- 
happy parents, because it is impos- 
sible to gauge. How can you judge 
toe disadvantages of a particular 
marriage? It is much easier to judge 
the general efisadvantage of divorce. 

In his family law policy Lord 
Irvine of Lairg seeks to offer coun- 
selling to married couples, and toe 
Government pledges to spend £3m 
on grants to marriage support and 
research agencies. Although Lord 
Irvine realises that divorce is never 
an easy option, he also seems to un- 
derstand that some marital prob- 
lems are insurmountable. Sensibly 
he wants couples to turn to media- 
tion as a much healthier and 
cheaper option then litigation: “Sew- 
ing points off each other and paying 
lawyers to do it comes out of money 


are concerned. He sobered up and 
realised how much he has missed 
out He takes them every weekend 
and picks them up from school and 
brings them home a couple of times 
a week. He now has the experience 
of being responsible for the children 
over quite long periods of time. 

“We go to all parents’ evenings 
and school events together and I 
know the children are secure in the 
fact that we are utterly committed 
to them. His involvement is far 
more regular and organised and I 
am much happier because I no 
longer feel like a doormat” 

I would argue that civilised splits, 
which have the uncanny knadr of 
making the parents concentrate 
their efforts on the welfare of their 
children, are actually less rare than 
one thinks. As the terrifyingly per- 
fect Penelope Leach says: “Nobody 
would bring a child into the world in- 
tending to face him with such dis- 
ruption but if you do not have the 
power to prevent it, you do have toe 
power to see him through it, so don't 
waste unnecessary energy on feel- 
ing thatyou have fafled him. You will 
onty have done so it between you, 
he loses out on love." 

My vast family of step-sisters, half- 
brothers, step-siep-aunts and adopt- 
ed cousins is probably as far 
removed from toe “Janetand John” 
ideal of toe small unbroken family 
unit as you can get My Gran twho 
may well have started toe whole 
thing off by leaving my grandfather 
in the Forties) looks around in 
amazement at family gatherings 
and sqys: “My family is the most ex- 
traordinary mix of race, religion 
and class that I have ever seen.” 

Part of her loves to rebel against 
the claustrophobic social mores of 
her family; who no doubt disap- 
proved when site fell in love with 



Sophie Radice with her children 


Neville Elder 


gerous precedent. 

The onty good thing to come out 
of the sale is that toe culture 
secretary Chris Smith, has undo-- 
taken to review the export laws. 
Sadly it may be too late for Charles 
Turner's precious legacy. 


that should go towards building 
new lives and the lives of children.” 

His policy seems to recognise that 
people will still split up and that no 
amount of disapproval from the 
long-term married is going to 
change that What is i mportan t is not 
to concentrate on making divorcing 
couples feel like bad parents, but to 
help toem make arrangements ftmt 
will allow them to be good parents 
despite the circumstances. 

And it is possible. Katey Robert- 
son has a son and a daughter aged 
four and seven. She split up with her 
husband a couple of years ago be- 
cause she found it impossible to live 
with his temper; heavy drinking and 
.bis willingness to leave all of the car- 
ing of the children to hen “1 was ut- 
terfy miserable and he hated living 
with me, but as a couple hvingapart 
we are doing realty wdL 

. “My leaving gave my ex-husband 
a real shock as Ear as toe children 


another man all that time ago. She 
is best friends with her ex-daughter- 
in-law, as well as being a source of 
loveand support not onty to her own 
grandchildren, but to her step- 
daughter's daughter, her stepson’s 
son and ha - stepson’s adopted son’s 
ex-wife - to name but a few. It is a 
messy tribe.^ Within our famity there 
is a lot of evidence that within mar- 
riage (sony Gran) slut happens. 

Having said all this, the state of 
marriage remains an ideal. My par- 
ents both remarried very happily and 
last year I married a man who is also 
a product of two generations of di- 
vorce. When the best man -my new 
brother-in-law (himself recently di- 
vorced) - got up to make a speed), 
he looked around at the guests, and 
instead of muttering something 
about hope over experience, sighed 
and opened his speeds with: “Did 

you know that 10 out of 10 divorces 
start with marriage?” Quite. 
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The memory of molecules 

Can molecules communi cate with each other; ex changing information without being in physical contact? French 
biologist Jacques Benveniste believes so, but his scientific peers are still sceptical. By Lionel Milgrom 


J acques Benveniste was 
once considered to be one 
off France's most respect- 
ed biologists, until be was 
cast adrift from the scien- 
tific mainstream. EGs 
downfall began in 1988 when be in- 
furiated the scientific c ommunity 
with experimental results which he 
took as evidence to suggest tha t 
water has a memory. Hi s ideas were 

seized upon by homeopath* keen to 
find support for their theories on 
highly diluted medicines, but were 
condemned by scientific purists. 
Now, Benveniste believes he has ev- 
xJence to suggest that it one day 

be posable to transmit the curative 
power of life-saving drugs around the 
world - via the Internet 
It sounds fibs science fiction and 
Benveniste will have a hard Wma 
convincing a deeply sceptical world 
that he is right Nevertheless, he 
began his campaign last week when 
he announced the latest research to 
come out of his Digital Biology Lab- 
oratory near Paris, to a packed aud- 
ience of scientists at the Pippard 
Lecture Theatre at Cambridge Uni- 
versity’s Cavendish Physics Labor- 
atory Benveniste suggested that the 
specific effects of biologically active 
molecules such as adrenalin, nico- 
tine and caffeine, an d the immuno- 
logical signatures of viruses and 
bacteria, can be recorded and digi- 
tised using a computer sound-card. 
A keystroke later; and these signals 
can be winging their way across the 
globe, courtesy of (he Internet Bio- 
logical systems far away from their 
activating molecules can then - he 
suggested - be triggered simply by 
playing back the recordings. 

Most scientists have dismissed 
Benveniste as being on the fringe, 
although there were some famous 
names in the audience last week, in- 
cluding Sir Andrew Huxley Nobel 
laureate and past president of the 
Royal Society, and the physicist 
Professor Brian Josephson, also a 
Nobel laureate. Benveniste started 
by asking some apparently chihfish 
questions. If molecules could talk, 
what would they sound tike? More 
specifically can we eavesdrop on 
their conversations, record than, 
and play them back? The answer to 
these last three questions is, ac- 
cording to Benveniste, a resounding 
“Ow!" He further suggested that 
these “recordings" can make mol- 
ecules respond in the same way as 
they do when they react Contra- 
dicting the way biologists think bio- 
chemical reactions occur, he cl aim s 
molecules do not have to be in dose 
proximity to affect each other. “It’s 
like listening to Pavarotti or Elton 
John,” Benveniste explained “We 
hear the sound and experience emo- 
tion*, whether they’re live or on CD." 

For example, anger produces 
adrenalin. When adrenalin mole- 
cules bind to their receptor sites, 
they set off a string of biological 
events that, among other thi n g s , 
make blood vessels contract Biol- 
ogies say that adrenalin is acting as 
a molecular -s ignallin g device but 
Benveniste asks, what is the real na- 
ture of the signal? And how come the 
adrenalin molecules specifically tar- 
get their receptors and no others, at 



Jacques Benveniste: many say his ideas are heretical and misguided 


incredible speed? According to Ben- 
veniste, if the cause of such bio- 
chemical events were simply due to 
random collisions between adrena- 
lin molecules and their receptors 
(the currently accepted theory of 
molecular signalling), then It should 
take longer than it does to get angry. 

Benveniste became the btte 
noire of the French scientific es- 
tablishment back in 1988, when a 
paper he had published in the sci- 
ence journal Nature was later rub- 
bished by the then editor; Sir John 
Maddox, and a team that included 
a professional magician, James 
Randi. With an international group 
of scientists from Canada, France, 
Israel and Italy Benveniste had 
claimed that vigorously shaking 
water solutions of an antibody could 
evoke a biological response, even 
when that antibody was diluted out 
of existence. Non-agitated solutions 
produced little or no effect Nature 
said that the results of the experi- 
ment that produced the “ghostly 
antibodies" were, frankly, unbeliev- 
able. The journal itself came in for 
criticism for publishing the paper in 
the first place. 

In his Nature paper, Benveniste 
reasoned that the effect of dilution 
and agitation pointed to transmis- 
sion of biological information via 
some molecular organisation going 
on in waten This “memory of water” 
effect, as it was later known, proved 


Benveniste's academic undoing. Jbr 
while the referees of his Nature 
paper could not fault Benveniste’s 
experimental procedures, they could 
art understand his results. How they 
ashed, can a biological system re- 
spond to an antigen when no mole- 
cules of it can be detected in 
solution? It goes against the ac- 
cepted “lock-and-key” principle, 
which states that molecules must be 


deterred, he and his now-depleted 
research team somehow continued 
to investigate the biological effects 
of agitated, highly dilute solutions. 
The latest results are, fbr biologists, 
even more incredibie than those in 
the 1988 Nature paper Physicists, 
however should have less of a prob- 
lem as their discipline is based on 
fields (eg gravitational, electro- 
magnetic) which have wdl-estab- 


Benveniste believes that water can memorise 
and amplify the signak of molecules that 
have been diluted out of existence 


in contact and structurally match be- 
fore information can be exchanged. 
Such thinking has dominated the bi- 
ological sciences for more than four 
decades, and is itself rooted in the 
views of the 17th-century French 
philosopher RenO Descartes. 

Nature's attempted debunking 
exercise foiled to find evidence of 
fraud, but concluded that Ben- 
veniste's research was essentially 
unreprodudbie, a claim he has al- 
ways denied. From being a re- 
spected figure in the French 
biol og i cal estoMiKhmant, Bpiroeniste 
was pilloried, losing his govern- 
mpnt fimrfrnganri his laboratory Un- 


lished long-range effects. If 
Benveniste’s claims prove to be 
true-wirich is for from certain- they 
could have profound consequences, 
not least for medical diagnostics. 

Benveniste’s explanation starts 
innocuously enough with a musical 
analogy. Two vibrating strings close 
together in frequency win produce 
a “beat”. The length of this beat in- 
creases as the two frequencies ap- 
proach each other: Eventually when 
they are the same, the beat disap- 
pears. This is the way musicians 
tune their instruments, and Ben- 
veniste uses the analogy to explain 
his water-memory theory. Thus, all 


Raphael Ga&arde 

molecules are made from atoms 
which are constantly vibrating and 
emitting infrared radiation in a 
highly complex manna: These infra- 
red vibrations have been detected for 
years fay scientists, and are a vital 
part of their armoury of methods for 
identifying molecules. 

However precisely because of the 
complexity of their infrared vibra- 
tions, molecules also produce much 
lower ‘foeaT frequencies. It turns out 
that these beats are within the 
human audible range (20 to 20,000 
Hertz) and are spedfieforevery dif- 
ferent rmleaite. Thus, as wen as rad- 
iating in the infrared region, 
molecules also broadcast frequen- 
cies in the same range as the human 
voice. This is the molecular signal 
that Benveniste detects and records. 

If molecules can broadcast, then 
they should also be able to receive. 
The specific broadcast of one mol- 
ecular species will be picked up by 
another; “tuned” by its molecular 
structure to receive it Benveniste 
calls this matching of broadcast 
with reception “co-resonance”, and 
says it works like a radio set Thus, 
when you tune your radio to, sqy, 
Classic FM, both your set and the 
transmitting station are vibrating at 
the same frequency. Twitch the dial 
a Ettle, and you're Estening to Radio 
1: different tuning, different sounds. 

This, Benveniste claims, is how 
xzdDkmsofbiok^ical molecules man- 


age to communicate at the speed of 
light with their own corresponding 
molecule and no other. It also ex- 
plains why minute changes in the 
structure of a molecule can pro- 
foundly alter its biological effect It 
is not that these tiny structural 
changes make it a bad fit with its 
biological receptor (the classical 
lock-and-key approach). The struc- 
tural modifications “detune” the 
molecule to its receptor What is 
more and just Bice radio sets and re- 
ceivers, the molecules do not have 
to be dose together for communi- 
cation to take {dace. 

So what is toe function of water 
in all this? Benveniste explains this 
by pointing out that all biological 
reactions occur in water. The water 
molecules completely surround 
eveiy other molecule placed among 
them. A single protein molecule, for 
example, wfll have a fan dub of at 
least 10,000 admiring water mole- 
cules. And they are not just hangers- 
on. Benveniste believes they are the 
agents that in fact relay and amplify 
the biological sign al raming fmm f h p 
original molecule. 

It is fike a CD which, by itself, can- 
not produce a sound but has the 
means to create it etched into its sur- 
face. In order for the sound to be 
heard, it needs to be played back 
through an electronic amplifier And 
just as Pavarotti or Elton John is on 
the CD only as a “memory", so water 
can memorise and amplify the sig- 
nals of molecules that have been dis- 
solved and diluted out of existence. 
The molecules do not have to be 
there, onfy their “imprint” on fee sol- 
ution in ^ which they are dissolved. Ag- 
itation makes the memory. 

So what do molecules sound Eke? 
"At the moment we don't quite 
know," says Didier Gufilonnet, 
Benveniste's colleague at the Digi- 
tal Research Laboratory. “When 
we record a molecule such as caf- 
feine, for example, we should get a 
spectrum, but it seems more like 
noise. However; when we play the 
caffeine recording back to a biolog- 
ical system sensitive to it, toe sys- 
tem reacts. We are only recording 
and replaying; at the moment we 
cannot recognise a pattern.” “But," 
Benveniste adds, “the biological 
systems do. We’re sent the caffeine 
signal across the Atlantic by stan- 
dard telecommunications and it's 
still produced an effect” 

The effect is measured on a “bio- 
logical system” such as apiece of liv- 
ing tissue. Benveniste Hahns, for 
instance, that the signal from mol- 
ecules of heparin - a component of 
the blood-dotting system - slows 
down coagulation of blood when 
transmitted over the Internet from 
a laboratory in Europe to another in 
the US. If true, it will undoubtedly 
earn Benveniste a Nobel prize. H not, 
he will receive only more scorn. 

Benveniste’s ideas are revolu- 
tionary- many might say heretical 
or misguided - and he is unlikefy to 
persuade his most ardent critics. Al- 
though bis ideas may seem plaus- 
ible enough, he will win over his 
enemies only if his results can be 
replicated by other laboratories. So 
for this has not been done to the 
satisfaction of his many detractors. 



NEW INSIGHTS into the way 
the hrain analyses visual 
information is revealed in 
Nature. Researchers at the 
Paul Sabatier University in 
Ibulouse report that putting 
together a three-dimensional 
picture of an object occurs 
earlier in the visual pathway - 
between retina and visual 
cortex - than was thought 
The brain integrates 
information coming from the 
retina with information about 
the direction in which the eyes 
are pointed The scientists say 
that nerve cells in the area of 
toe visual cortex, known as Vi, 
not onfy react to orientation of 
a visual stimulus, but also 
monitor the differences in its 
position on each retina, which 
gives information about how 
for away the stimulus is. It had 
been thought that this 
information was adjusted to 
reflect toe direction of gaze at 
a later stage. 



r». 


i * 


&*** 
M eff’- 

m im: 

a**' 


Listening to a clamour of voices 


TECHNOOUEST 


DO SCIENTISTS have a social 
responsibility? My own view is 
that the only special obligation 
they have is to put their work 
and its applications into the 
public domain. Lore my 
colleagues as I do. I would not 
let them choose me a tie, let 
alone make ethical decisions on 
my behalf. 

I do not want any group of 
experts making ethical decisions 
on their own that could affect 
our lives. Of course, any public 
(feciBgjq B must be informed by 
reliable knowledge - the debate 
on genetically modified foods is 
an excellent counter-example . 

Because there is so much 
anxiety that unregulated 
exploitation of new discoveries 
may seriously affect our health 
and qualify of life. I became _ 
involved in organising a meeting 
at the Royal Society to discuss 
such issues. This was not just a 
public relations exercise but an 
attempt to have a real 
discussion between scientists 
and technologists and their most 

vocal critics. So Dr Douglas 

Pan; the campaign director or 
Greenpeace, and Sheila 
McKechnie. director of the 
Consu mer s Association, were 
invited, as well as Jonathon 
Porritt (Wfc (fid not invite Prince 




LEWIS 

WOLPERT 


Charles, as public argument 
would have been difficult) AD 
the tickets - which were free - 

were taken up weeks before the 

meeting. So how (fid it go? 

Very well, even better than I 
had hoped. I had to tisten to 
arguments to which I would 
normally give very little 
attention, and 1 suppose that 
was true for a lot of the 
audience. The discussion was 
vigorous and the Royal Society 
should be proud to have had so 
much criticism of science within 
Its walls, justified or not I 

cannot, for example, take 
seriously arguments against 
reduefionism, which has been so 

successful, or agree that sdenee 

does not tell us the “truth” about 
how the world works. 

A common theme was an 
attack on my position on the 
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distinction between science and 
technology, and anxieties about 
the increasing power and 
influence of biotechnology 
companies, which drive many of 
the changes. There was concern 
that the market was toe arbiter 
of risk, rather than people’s own 
assessment. Dealing with the 
problem of global wanning was 
driven by intergovernmental 
organisations, tot the question 
of risks from GM foods was 
tadded by companies. 

Another concern was the 
medicahsation of lifestyles, such 
as Steven Bose’s claim that 
treatment for attention deficit 
disorder by the drug Ritalin was 
increasing in a way that bore 
little relation to real need. 

Douglas Parr emphasised the 
importance of public values in 
policy making; These values, he 
argued, were both better and 
more reliable indicators than 
those of the experts. In terms of 
the precautionary principle, if 

there were any dangers with 

respect to GM foods, why 

proceed? Jonathon Porritt took 
a similar line and attacked toe 
idea that public understanding 
of science should be based on a 
deficit model - that is, that the 
public are Ignorant and need to 
be educated. He treated with 


contempt the idea that GM food 
would help solve the world's 
hunger problems. That some 
people went hungry was nothing 
to do with the amount of food 
available; it was about political 
and economic decisions about 
distribution. A doubling of toe 
world's population early in the 
next mifl erratum could easily be 
catered for without any new food 
technology a theory that was a 
shock for me. He has promised 
to send me the evidence. 

Lord Sainsbury the minister 
for science, opened the meeting 
and made dear that science had, 
from its very inception, a built-in 
set of rules for self regulation - 
what was later referred to by 
Robert May, the Government’s 
chief scientific adviser; as' 
involving a clamour of voices, 
better known as peer review. 
Messy and noisy but it works. 

Science fay press release, 
whether on GM foods or cold 
fusion, is just not acceptable. 
Lord Sainsbury and Robert May 
emphasised the importance of 
public consultation and more 
openness. Scientists need to 
understand the public. 

terms W&pert is professor of 
biology as appiiea. to medicine 
at University College London 


Q When yon see pictures of 
launches of the Saturn V rockets, 
you see lots of smobe. Why? 

The Apollo Saturn V rocket sits on 
top of a large hole. The engine 
nozzles dangle into a large free 
space (enough for a five-storey 
block of fiats) which is used to dis- 
sipate the exhaust If fee 

nozzles were pointing at a solid sur- 
face the heat would melt it and the 
gas rebounding from the surface 
would destroy the rocket 
Near the bottom of the hole are 
some exits known as damp 
trendies. They let the gases escape 
back up to ground level so that they 
don't hit the rocket, or the launch 
tower and control equipment 
Imagine the Saturn Von top of its 
“hole” just before launch. A few sec- 


water jets are started. They pour 
water down the hole. They flood the 
air with water droplets and cool the 
air as weU as dragging it down the 
hole, setting up a massive down- 
wards wind. When the pn gjwpg 
ignite, the wind makes the exhaust 
go down the bole towards the flame 
trendies. The engine nozzles are 
surrounded by a cold down-draught 
that si mul a t es what they will exper- 
ience in toe atmosphere. Tt fafrpq a 
few seconds for the engines to 


ffise and toe nozzles to reach the 
right temperature The exhaust 
gases start to emerge from the end 


of fee flame trench and the rocket 
appears to be surrounded by smoke. 

Q How do sweet-makers get the 
letters to go all the way through 
seaside rock? 

Rock is made from sugars. First the 
sugars are heated up to about 300°C 
to make a syrup, some of which is 
coloured. The rest is put through a 



Sweet success 


Phil Dye 


pulling machine in which lots at tiqy 
air bubbles are included, giving it a 
white colour. The rock at this stage 
is still hot and as it cools down it 

becomes like Hash cene and can be 
easily moulded- 

While still warm the rock is rolled 
into long, thin tubes. The letters are 
then made by placing coloured 
tubes in among white ones to make 
a large (say 5cm across) version of 
a stick of rock. 

This large stick of rock is put on 
to a “batch roll”, which keeps the 
rock in its cylindrical shape, and it 
is then extrudedfay hand, becoming 
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thinner and thinn er until it is the sfoe 
and shape that is wanted 
This process has to be done 
when the rock is still soft, so it has 
to be done quickfy. The maximum 
number of Letters that can be putin 
a rock depends upon toe speed and 
expertise of the rock-makec If the 
roc* becomes completely cool, and 
therefore hard befta^tto above pro- 
cedure is finished, the whole lot has 
to be thrown away. 

Q What type of corpse are the 
scatopsid (filthy fly larva) found 
on? 

Scatopsidae is a rather poorly 
known family of flies (Dipteral, at 
least in terms of their biology. As far 
as it is known, most species breed 
in & variety of decaying plant and 
animal materials, eg rotting wood, 
damp compost, excrement and de- 
composing fungi. They are not typ- 
ically associated with corpses, 
although some can breed in a wide 
variety of decaying sub st ances and 
therefore could possibly do so in 
camera at times, but as far as I know 
this has not yet been observed. 
Adult scatopsids are most often 
seen on flowers, and large numbers 
may sometimes be seen on veget- 
ation following mass emergence 
near a breeding-site. 

You can visit the Technoquest 
World Wide Hfefa site a t 
http:llimDwscienceneLorg.vk 
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The gift of generosity 


Eduardo Paolozzi’s substantial donation of his work to his native Scotland will soon have a permanent 
home. The playwright David Hare (left) spoke to the sculptor on the occasion of his 75th birthday 


Q n 27 March, the Na- 
tional Galleries of 
Scotland are to open 
the new Dean 
Gallery in Edin- 
burgh, which will 
raanent collection oE 
work of Eduardo Paolozzi, and 
fereate the extraordinary abun- 
■oe of his studio. 

To celebrate the occasion, and 
5 to mark his 75 th birthday, 1 went 
talk to Eduardo. He lives in 
elsea in resolutely Bohemian 
roundings, and when 1 arrived his 
lghter Emma was due a couple 
'sours later, “to help me sort out 
rubbish from the, er... M 
IIArt?" I ask. Spilling down the 
jirs is a litter of tins, boxes, news- 
bers and unopened shirts still in 
pir cellophane. The inside of the 
>m is layered with disparate 
pects. They pile up, fermenting in 
imagination, like humus. Above 
^ chaos, and up a flight of stairs, 
i single bed an which Eduardo lies 
night listening to what he calls the 
lird Programme. “It's bran my 
ucation. I owe everything to the 
iird Programme." 

With most artists, it is the studio 
at is unruly and the living quarters 
rich are tamed. But Eduardo, on 
e contrary executes Iris work on 
e other side of the yard, in a place 
comparative order There are so 
any busts and plaster sculptures 
the accumulation of a life's work 
ranged neatly on library-like 
letves, that the effect is beautifully 
onochromatic. You could be in 
e dusty annexe of a quarry 
anager's office. 

Eduardo is, as ever; physically 
impelling as he sits talking, never 
okhigyou in the eye, but always ad- 
-essing his remarks a rather 
oman few inches above your left 
loulder. with the Renaissance 
jwer of his features stronger Qian 
/er for the passage of the years. I 
art by asking him about his work- 
ig methods. He works every week, 
id every day of the week, he says, 
ithout exception. 

“I set myself a task, and when it’s 
one, then I'm finished and that’s it 
.‘s become a way of life, fbr me, the 
oncept of work doesn’t exist 
leading a newspaper may be as 
alid as' sketching a person sitting 
t a bus stop. That’s Modernism. We 
ow accept that anything may be art 
\vo fried eggs may be art And 
here's a large public which can 
.ssimflate that into their range of 
deas. So maybe our creative world 
s rather more open than yours, 
)avid. In the theatre, there’s stiU 
:uch a thing as orthodoxy." 

“1 know. Maybe that is because, 
n the theatre, larger numbers of 
neople are involved.” 

"I’m sure that’s the reason." he 
igrees. “Artists can make an art-work 
yy themselves, all an their own, and 
noney isn’t involved. That’s the 
idvantage we have over you. Our 
orm is freer than yours because it’s 
:heap." 

‘•You say anything can be art But 
do you ever see anything in a gallery 
and say ‘That isn’t art"?” 

“I have the opposite reaction. I 
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Eduardo Paolozzi: T set myself a task and when it's done, then I'm finished and flint's it For me, the concept of work doesn't exist* 


often see things elsewhere that 
might be art particularly if I look at 
my old scrap-books. I used to cut out 
things from the National Geo- 
graphic magazine. Often there 
would be advertisements done by a 
generation of commercial artists 
who realty could draw. Even in the 
Fifties L used to say that certain 
advertising was as good as -or mo re 
interesting than - say, a rather bad 
watercolour by an RA. 

"There’s no point in being an 
artist if you have to subscribe to the 
actual moulds people would tike 
you to inherit Punch always used 
the fried egg in cartoons as a sort 
of symbol of the silliness of 
Modernism, but, by a wonderful 
irony, a pair of fried eggs ended up 
on display in the Royal Academy [in 
the Sensation show]." 

“When I think about your work, I 
always think of that weird word 
-fecund”. There are artists who are 
out to celebrate life in all its variety" 

“That’s right You've chosen a 


good word when you say “celebrate". 
Now I'm doing the breaker of the 
Enigma code, Alan TUring. 1 love an 
artist being able to celebrate their 
own idea of genius, ft was the greyest 
time of the wan yet my work about 
Hiring is going to befall of shape and 
colour -not at all what people expect 
By the way, Tve run into the story of 
this woman at Bletchley who was so 
well-bred that she didn’t even know 
how to make a cup of tea. Didn’t you 
use that in your film about black 
propaganda. Licking Hittefl" 

“A journalist reviewed the film 
saying he didn’t believe that an 1&- 
year-otd girt, however posh, could fail 
to know how to mate a cup of tea in 
1941. Several women wrote in ray 
defence, saying they themselves 
went into the Wrens in exactly that 
ignorance.” 

“Lucian Freud once told me that 
he bedded a very aristocratic girl and 
he sent her out to get breakfast She 
came back with a lobster and two 
bottles of been" 


“Same idea.” 

“The first few drawings I’ve done 
of TUring are parity architectonic. I 
like that world, and Tve worked 
very hard on it I want them to be 
works which will inspire an architect 
when he looks up from the drawing- 
board. I want them to fizz for him - 
I want the art 1 do to inspire 
musicians and architects, because 
I feel that is my audience, not 
necessarily the lay public.” 

"Realty? Who are your audi- 
ence?” 

“Architects and musicians. Tve 
been frying for ages to mate a 
connection between shapes and 
music. Music means a lot to me; it’s 
mypetroL” 

"Dorft you care about the general 
public?” 

"I did a sculpture in Selfridges. 
Three minutes away is the Wallace 
Collection. Selfridges is always 
packed and thteincrediMe c o llection 
is always empty. Yet it could give 
such joy. What does that tell you? 


The public don't feel they need art 
but they do need Selfridges.” 

“They need Monet it seems.” 

“Take a photo of the queues 
there. It’s the same people you see 
at the Chelsea Flower Show. Middle 
England. listeners to The Archers. 
Ifs full of retired civil servants with 
a daughter called Luanda at uni- 
versity and destined for oblivion." 

“Isn’t there a contradiction in 
whatyou say, Eduardo? You say you 
aren’t offended by students not 
bothering to walk the hundred 
steps from the Royal College of Art 
to the Serpentine Gallery, but you 
yourself know the tradition inside 
out, and want to make a contribu- 
tion to it” 

“I do, very much. Yes, I want to 
contribute. Exactly. And I don't mind 
bang considered minor; because a 
lot of mrnfrr m usicians and even 
painters thrill me, far more than the 
major ones. I wouW rather listen to 
Lennox Berkeley than Beethoven all 
over again.” 


“But you met a lot of the major 
ones, didn’t you, in Paris, just after 
the war? Did you just turn up at their 
frontdoors?" 

“By a misunderstanding, I arrived 
at the door of Hans Arp, and I was 
sent packing. But not before he'd 
fixed a time for me to come back 
Braque I just rang up: Not once was 
I turned down by anyone. I was even 
asked to come again by Leger Even 
at an earty age I was very critical of 
that myopic, catatonicalty with- 
drawn kind of English art, so I loved 
everything French - the world of 
Aragon and Breton. I'm a bizarre, 
upside-down kind of Frenchman. 
Remember you couM just look in the 
telephone book in 1947 and they were 
all there." 

“\bu rang Giacometti?” 

“Yes. I think the easy access to 
people like Brancusi was a kind of 
euphoria after getting rid of the 
Germans. It was open house There 
was never a hiccup- 1 suppose it was 
naivete, but one rang without any 


go into ttefiving-room.Ybu just went 
to the. studio and looked at what 
they’d been dong. There was a 
very black cloud over Ftench intel- 
lectual life. The period had been so 
shattering that they were pleased to 
see you. I loved being in France, 
becaase I felt I wasn’t such an odd- 
ball as I was in London. Every day 
was a day of euphoria, because I was 
exactly w here I wanted to be." 

“Have yon had that euphoria 
since?” 

“Erin... weft perhaps Tve got 
more maturity. At the time there 
was just the sheer pleasure of 
being afire, and going for lunch with 
who you wanted to and not think- 
ing about work. Now things are dif- 
ferent When I do the Alan Hiring 
works, I want to give them to a hos- 
pital and a school That will mean 
a lot to me.” 

“Vbu’re saying you felt euphoria 
when you were young, and now, 
instead, you have the deep pleasure 
of knowing what you want to do?" 

“Exactly. I think a lot about this 
question of work Even today. I 
wouldn’t call myself obsessive. I 
dishte obsessiveness. It’s dangerous 
for an artist because the work 
becomes a wall between you and 
reality. Work can cut you off from 
reality. That’s what I feel when I see 
a lot of abstract painting - that ifs 
ontyin touch with itseft and not with 
the world.” 

“When I think of you, I always 
think of your generosity”. 

“But what is strange to me is how 
ungenerous most artists are. Gen- 
erosity should be normal. I can’t 
understand why artists don't give 
their work away to the local 
hospital ft seems normal to me, but 
it never crosses their mind. I feel 
free now because l have no dealer; 
and Itoi aware that if I had one it 
might limit my freedom to give my 
art away. I just know that unless I 
keep that freedom, Tm finished 
Without making up my own mind 
I'm dead.” 

“You were very lucky, weren’t 
you, to go to Paris when you did?” 

“Very lucky indeed Incredibty 
lucky. Because it’s been the frame- 
work for my life. From these men - 
from Braque, from Tristan Tzara, 
from Giacometti, from Leger - I 
learnt the first and essential lesson: 
the lesson of sharing. They just let 
me in, and never behaved as if it 
were anything but what an artist 
does. Pm always shocked today 
when peopte collect aH their lives and 
then sell the lot at Sotheby’s, when 
there are museums that are crying 
out for these collections. Tm giving 
what I have to the V&A.” 

The new Dean Gallery at the 
National Galleries of Scotland, 
Edinburgh, opens 27 Mon* and loiH 
include the Paolozzi Gift, present- 
ed by the artist m 1994, and a 
recreation of his studio. 

A longer version of this interview 
appears in the Spring issue of 
‘Modem Painters' magazine. 7b 
order a copy Jbr £5 (p&pfree) c aU 
0181-966 4854 with Visa/Access card 
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Muddled creatures of the night 


Dance 

DRACULA 

SADLER'S WELLS 
LONDON 


AS A vampire myself, I was 
heartened to find a host of my 
fellows, in their tiaras and 
cloaks, among the audience 
for Northern Ballet Theatre’s 
London premiere of Dracula. 
At lost, vampires are coming 
out of the closet and affirming 
pride in their identity*. The bal- 
let has acquired a cult following 
in its regional touring since it 
was created in 1996, after the 
film-maker Ken RusseD sug- 
gested the subject to his friend, 
the late Christopher Gabic. 
then NBTs director. “Dracula." 
he said, “has not failed at the 
cinema box office yet," 

The ballet charts Bram 
Stoker's romanticised version 
of vampire history in which our 
master is seemingly destroyed 
at the end. More seriously, the 
action as staged by Gable and 
Patricia Doyle is a gem of 
muddle and ambiguity*. They 
allowed the piece to evolve 
organically in collaboration 
with the dancers, when arid 

analysis would hare insisted on 



’Dracula*: the whole company throws itself into flic performance Laurie Lewis 


signalling the narrative twists 
and turns clearly. The crucial 
encounters between Dracula 
and his victims are unneces- 
sarily ambiguous, so that at 
first I thought Jonathan Hart- 
er had become one of us (be 
had not), and that Dracula's 
first nibbles at Lucy and Mina 
had done their deed 'they had 
not). Characters are weakly 
flagged: it takes a while to dis- 


entangle who eadi of the male 
Dracula-hunters is, and we 
never find out if Mr Renfield is 
mere madman or vampire. 

Lez Brothers ton's designs 
must be one reason for the 
piece’s success, going ail out 
with decaying stonework, sil- 
houetted trees, and curtains 
fluttering in open windows. 
There are some splendid ef- 
fects. such as Mina and Drac- 


ula dithering into nothingness, 
and Dracula’s own destruction, 
vaporised in a doud of smoke. 
PhiEp Feeney has written suit- 
ably macabre music, with ad- 
ditional help from choral 
voices, wolf howls and ampli- 
fied heartbeats. 

Above aft the whole com- 
pany throw themselves into 
performing, from Denis Mahn- 
kine as Dracula, to the massed 


ranks of oppressed Transylvan- 
ian peasants hying to tran- 
scend their terror in stamping 
folk dances. Jayne Regan is 
lumbered with the role (tf Mina 
and can’t overco m e her boring 
goody-goodiness. But Char- 
lotte Broom finds plain sailing 
with gorgeous Lucy, her vitality 
translated into exuberant 
pirouettes and dazzling smiles. 

Michael Pink’s choreogra- 
phy is at its best here: distinc- 
tively slow, broad and sinuous 
shapes that encapsulate Drac- 
ula’s grotesque, insinuating 
power EGs entrances are part- 
icularly spectacular; his hyp- 
notic stillness holding all of us 

in his fist, whether he stands at 
the top of the castle stairs, re- 
splendent in a long crimson 
coat, whangs upside down like 
a bat in Lucy's bedroom. 
Malinkine’s Bolshoi-derived 
strength comes into its own in 
the sensational pas de deux 
with Harter (Daniel de And- 
rade), manipulating him in ec- 
centric overhead lifts and 
supports. Tall and sinewy, MaL 
inkine is the ballet's darkly 
glittering core. Without him, it 
would probably collapse. He is 
a magnificent advertisement 
for vampire rehabilitation. 

NADINE KEENER 


Musical mockery 


ASLP Hartley wrote at the be- 
ginning of The Go-Between, 
“Broadway is a different coun- 
try: they do things differently 
there.” He didn’t realty but if 
his novel were turned into a 
musical (don't even mention 
the idea) the merciless For- 
bidden Broadway team would 
be lampooning its pretensions 
within minutes of the curtain 
coming down. If you think that 
idea for a musical is downright 
sflly try this. The company re- 
work Judy Garland's song 
“TheAitchison, Topeka and the 
Santa Fe" from The Harvey 
Girls as “The Ashkhabad, 
Tbilisi and Kiev Express”, a 
dreamed-of final sequence for 
a musical of Anna Karenina. 

Gerard Alessandrini’s hit 
musical revue began life in 

lflRg and, although smrmalty iTp- 

dated, his winning formula re- 
mains the same. Tate a show, 
its star or its creative team, 
steal a tune, and write tart and 
terrific tyrics to burst the bal- 
loon. Worried that something 
so culturally specific won’t 
travel? After aft few of us have 
seen this season's Broadway 
shows. Weft don’t be. Virtually 
everything on Broadway, from 
Cats to Sam Mendes's revival 
of Cabaret (oversexed and 


Cabaret 

FORBIDDEN BROADWAY 

JERMYN STREET THEATRE 
LONDON 

over there) either originated 
here or is now playing here. 
You sure as hell don’t need a 
glossary to get the references. 

Sondheim’s tyrics are hilar- 
iousty but ton h ol ed in “Into the 
Words" while Cameron Mack- 
intosh is piDoried to the tune of 
“My Favourite Things". After 
listing thin g* to sell when the 
box-office flags -“Sweatshirts 
and T-shirts and blankets and 
mittens” -it ends: “Ifs £45 to 
get into the show/And £45 /Td 
leave.” Sophi e-Louise Dann 
crawls on her knees for a hil- 
arious (and perfect) hatehetjob 
an the vertically challenged 
Elaine Paige in Sunset Boule- 
vard: “One foot more/And 
you’d see my fere..." 

Christine Fedl meanwhile, 
is a one-woman cast aifewn 
rasping away as a fiercely 
funny Elaine Strich, an ear- 
blasting Ethel Merman, a very 
mannered Bartra Streisand, a 
deranged Carol Chancing and 
a viciously fenny and manic 
Liza Minnem “Do the words 
Third Reich’ mean anything to 


you? Without them we woukhrt 
have had all of those Nazi 
musicals, like The Sound of 
Music and Cabaret..." 

Disney gets hammered 
with a swipe at the indignity of 
actors playing animated fig- 
ures in Beauty and fte Beast 
with Alistair Robins rendering 
“Be My Guest” as “Be De- 
pressed”. Nor need you have 
seen The Lion King to get the 
joke about “Circle of Mice” 
(bold-voiced Mark O’Malley) , 
or Alvin Coifs deliciously silty 
shoestring re-creations of its 

eye-widening costumes - here 

afl loo-brushes and vacuum- 
deaner hoses. 

There are cracks at classic 
revivals — everyone except 
TTevor Nunn is Ktety to find the 
Oklahoma! jokes funny - and 
some numbers, like Philip 
George’s marvellously staged 
summary of Les Mis&rables, 
are revivals in themselves. 
There are more lightning cos- 
fan™* rhangre than a catwalk 
show and, in the confines of this 
80-seat theatre, considerably 
less space, but that adds to the 
fan. This irrepressible gang of 
fbui; plus Paul Ehight an piano, 
leap into loving but vengeful 
satirical gear at fall throttle. 

David Benedict 
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Some guys have all the luck 

Robert Palmer is the boy from Batley who made it big. A new album, a wardrobe full of smart suits and a 
sumptuous international lifestyle - his only worry is whether he’ll have to loosen his belt. By Glyn Brown 
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R obert Palmer quite 
possibly thinks he’sit 
But that’s OK because. 
In a way, he’s right A 
native Batley boy, he 
has made judicious use 
of his fine voice la bari- 
tone, he can also sing tenor or falsetto, 
a whopping range), eclectic musical 
tastes (Detroit rhythm, reggae, bossa 
nova, techno-kraut) and debonair de- 
meanour; to establish an unassailable 
place in the rock canon. 

Some contend that Palmer was 
cheated of the status he deserved - the 
average Joe probably knows him fornrid- 
.Eighties stomps such as “Addicted to 
Love”, a memory prompted by the 
notorious video of long-legged, possibly 
lobotomised* guitar-wielding lovelies. 
Still, he has the respect of his peers, a 
sumptuous lifestyle with a home on the 
Swiss-Itaiian border; and a new album 
recorded in Capri. This would all tend to 
make you sfightly pleased with yourself. 

As might the fact that at 50. and despite 
a recent claim that “Good living has 
blurred my wee-taut outline". Palmer is 
on powerful form. He demonstrated this 
. at a showcase in February where, in a 
room of Thai-food-chomping sales man- 
agers, he delivered ma x i m u m Bob. 
Sacked by a gospel choir, he mixed new 
racks with gems from the past but. not 
_^^mrprisingiy ilwas theraund^ sex-beast 
duff that went down best - rods from a 
hue before Loaded orFHMbut somehow 
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hand movements, however; were orpate 
and geisha-like, and his wefl-shod feet so 
tiny they might once have been bound. 

A few days later; in his hotel room, I 
get to see it all dose up. Not known for 
his love of the press, Palmer is sitting at 
the table smoking sternly and, at lOSOam, 
is half-way through a pitcher of Bloody 
Mary, having waved away tea or coffee 
with a curl of the lip. He dearly has the 
constitution of a tank, but there is, indeed, 
a cragginess to his playboy looks. In an 
Armani two-piece and wire-rimmed 
glasses, he has the air of a slightly 
malevolent, if Iouchely stylish, doctor: 

If there is a fault he’ll admit to - 
though m Palmer's view it's more of a qual- 
ify- it’s intolerance. “Tm intolerant of in- 
competents and ignorance. That’s one 
flung I recognise about my age; I used to 
suffer fools, but I won't now.” It’s this that 
timIbp^ some ttriwUiim arrogant He isn’t 
quite: Nevertheless, his self assurance has 
been his lodestar Having studied com- 
parative religion, he believes, as you 
would, in a composite god Where does he 
look for reassurance? “To my inner har- 
mony.” He indicates his chest and laughs, 
as if it's obvious. "Ihafs where God is." 

Though born in Yorkshire, at three 
months old Palmer’s fiamfly moved to 
Malta, where his father wraked in naval 
intelligence. A solitary boy, he would ac- 
company his parents to the glamorous 
halls of the international Expatriate com- 
munity. Here, and on American Fbrces 
radto, he heard Lena Horne, Sinatra and 
Nat King Cole, and soaked up a soignd 
approach to fife. He became obsessed, for 
pvamplp. with the uniforms of the Italian 
naval officers -“They looted happening" 


- and grew fanatical over the neatness 
of his school wear 

It wasn’t vanity he now insists. “Fve 
always been fastidious about clothes 
P$ydK>togical tfamg I suppose. I dent like 
to get dirty.” (The globe-trotting Balmei; 
by the way has an accent that blends 
Batley and Los Angeles- Michael Paririnr 
son goes Valley Girl Or perhaps it’s Alan 
Bennett Of a recent tour of the States, 
where he was again depressed by messi- 
ness: “St Louis was - whoahl It’d gone 
downhill, it was scruffy...”) "tears later, 

Tm intolerant 
of ignorance. That’s 
one thing I recognise 
about my age ’ 

when he began performing, the immac- 
ulate Marvin Gaye and Otis Redcfing were 
his arbiters of taste. Hus a suit is a dis- 
guise and, he cfatfang, he is painfulfy shy. 
Finalfy: “It’s what you do, not how it 
looks.” A sigh. ‘And thank God I never got 
tied up in any siHy fashions - 1 nearly men- 
tioned Bryan Ferry, but he bad a feather 
boa, cfidrrt be? -and had to look badiand 
die of embarrassment” 

The fannfy returned to England, where 
the weather came as a nasty shock, and 
at 12 Palmer began guitar lessons with 
“a little old lady who burned a paraffin 
stove. First tunewas "The Ctirifromlpan- 
ema’.” After school there was a stint at 
art college, but the curriculum “didn’t 
encourage aitistiy”, and he left to develop 
hfe R&B tastes. At 19 he got his first pro- 


fessional singingjob; and he met his wife 
Sue, a fabric designer, on Slough station. 

“I was taken by her style. Silver boots 
and silver mini-dress. The Sixties, 
yTmow?” ten just introduced yourself? 
“Well, she was also reading a science 
fiction book, and Tm a sci-fi fan.” 

Palmer is a private man but, despite 
the humping, grinding mid-period hits, in 
which the quest for random sex is brain- 
lessly urgent, his personal life has been 
famoosfy settled. It’s quite a shoe*, then, 
to discover that the couple divorced 
more than 10 years ago. 

But back to 1973, when he was spot- 
ted singing with Eftie Brooks in Vinegar 
Joe by Island records’ MD Chris Black- 
well. Blackwell flew him to New Orleans 
and set him up to record his dSmt album 
with those legendary funk stalwarts, 
The Meters. "Ib begin with, there was a 
definite impression of, ‘What’s the white 
boy doin’ here?’ Ten minutes into the ses- 
sion, we hit a real big pocket and it got 
hot The drummer stood up and said: *Hqg 
what’s your name?’ From then on, we 
rocked.” The result Sneakin’ Sally 
through the AUey , was a cult success but 
despite sophisticated follow-ups, the gor- 
geous singles from them - “Every Kinda 
People”, ‘Johnny and Mary”, “Looking for 
Clues”, “Some Guys Have All the Lock” 
- did only moderatefy well. 

It was joining the lumbering Power 
Station, with Duran Duran’s John and 
Ancfy Taylor; that brought Palmer world- 
wide stardom in 1984; the he 

made when he left. Riptide, was his first 
number one, powered by “Addicted to 
Love” and its mcemfiaiyvideo . Twoyesrs 
later, Heavy Nova continued flue video for- 


mula (“Simply Irresistible”, “I Didn't 
Mean to Thru You On”) that so many 
found offensive, and went platinum. 

Subsequent albums came and went un- 
noticed. It almost didn't matter -he’d been 
able to bring iq) his kids in the Bahamas, 
then move to the chocolate-box town of 
Lugano -but Palmer has bis pride. Thus, 
a new label and his first LP in five years. 
Called TQtyQm & Blues, ft mixes romance 
with solid grooving, one or two eccentric- 
ities, a lost jewel from Little Feat’s Low- 
ell George and a cover of Marvin Gaye’s 
“Let’s Get it On”. Is he pleased with it? 

“Some of it’s blatantly erotic,” he 
snorts. I wonder whether he tries to be 
provocative. “Just being honest” Ashrug. 
“First thing anyone notices about some- 
body is what sex they are.” When he’s not 
working, Palmer likes to read, or irritate 
his teenage son and daughter by crank- 
ing up Motarhead or Rannstem. (“Ge rman 
goth band.. . wooh, they’re fantastic.”) He 
keeps Ins cigarette case full, except when 
he’s performing, and remains a bon 
viveur (‘And then it's another belt-hole. 
For whom the belt holes...”). He always 
claimed not to do drugs, and though now 
hell Bay “Ah - 1 just never admitted it”, 
he doesn't need them, a ny way . 

*7 didn’t used to be able to sit down... 

I thought that unless I was running 
around rd vanish. Now Fm real good at 
relaxing. Light a fire. Put the slippers on. 
Which TV” He looks up. Even talking 
about slippers, he's suave. “It's such a 
buzz doing that” 

Wtyfhm& Blues’ is released on 12 April, 
The single, ‘True Love?, is out Monday. 
Robert Palmer tours the UK m April 


lyric Sheets 

Martin Newell 

Thirty years ago, in the name of 
World. Peace, John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono took to their beds in a 
luxury suite on the ninth floor af 
the Amsterdam HUton. This media 
event-cum-art statement lasted for 
a week and made world headlines. 


Room 902 

■ 

Amsterdam 

Hilton 

■ 

March 1969 



So did it change the world, that time? 
Not London’s world in office shoes 
Which struggled joyless, back from work 
To see it on the tea-time news 
The traffic on the Blaekfriars Bridge 
Still thundered over just the same 
The Sixties, not that London cared 
Was over now in all but nam e 
The Sixties over? What a shame 
Or what a sham, as some insisted 
They never put the posters up 
Not round our way and so... 

we missed it 

Hard to believe this bearded guy 
Messiah-in-pjjamas 
Who, with granny glasses 
Lying beside 

His newiy wedded voodoo bride 
Once sang, a scant two years before, 
‘It’s Getting Better” All the time, 

TV and newsreel journalists 
Were clustered round the pair agog 
They’d booked the presidential suite 
A dead -expensive room and bog 
Set nine floors up above the street 

Hair Peace. Bed Peace. I really tried 
Tb understand. I swear I did 
And still a kid, defended it 
From afl these early skinhead types 
And I was wrong and they were right 
But someone hit it on the head: 

‘A week in bed?” my mate’s mum said 
As if it were an offer 
On the label of a tin of rice 
“Yes. I could do with that right now 
And Peace - that would be very nice.” 


+ ’ ~ ’ 


Robert Hanks on TV 
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‘Dispatches’ suggested that 
police not only massaged crime 
figures but save them topless relief 
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I’M SURE I SAW THEM ON A POSTER 

THE INDEPENDENT’S REGULAR ROUND-UP OF NEW BANDS 


WHISTLER LOOKED 
petrified. Rightly so, since 
their brittle acoustic sound 
was being aired in avenue 
generally frequented by 
rabid heavy metal and 
guitar-based indie bands. A 
s they took their seats 
(“Seats?” cried the man 
next to me. “Where do they 
think they are? The Albert 
Hall?”), singer Kerry Shaw 
eyed the audience Eke an 
anxious owL But as her 
vocals took hold, the 
faddish chatter at the bar 
abated. With their hazy 
harmonicas, dreamy 
acoustic guitars and even 

flip manrinlm, 

Whistler seemed glorlousfy 
old-fashioned and must be 
commended fig resisting 
the temptations of the 
turntable. But best of all 
were Shaw’s bittersweet 
lyrics that reserved the 
right to be miserable and 


WHISTLER 

KING'S CROSS 
WATER RATS, LONDON 

♦ 

SNOWPONY 

ASTORIA. LONDON 


MEDAL 

CAMDEN BARFLY. 
LONDON 

entreated long-lost lovers 
“Don't jump in front of 
my train?’. 

Still, Whistler seemed 
overjoyed to be alive next 
to Snowpony With former 
members of Stereolab, 

Echobefly and fcfy Bloody 

valentine, they have an 
impressive pedigree and 
their debut album The 

Stow-Motion World of 
Snoiopony has been 
rapturously received in 


indie circles. But " slew- 
motion" understates 
Snowp oqy’ s world: 
lacklustre and laboured 
would be more fitting. 
tecaHst Katherine Gifford 
might have been dragged 
out of bed for the show 
while her listless vocals 
made her sound like she 
was halfway through a 
yawn. Some respite was 
offered in instrumental 
moments that mixed 
brazenly upbeat 
percussive sounds with 

sinister guitars. 
Keyboardist Pahs Smith 
also provided mercurial 
relief as she rocked 
maniacalfy on her heels 
and punched the keys with 
a clenched fist. 

The Oxford five-piece 

Medal came equipped with 
a singer with all the 
correct credentials; a bone 

structure to rival The 


Verve’s Richard Ashcroft, 
heavy eyelids and an 
impossibfy skinny frame 
that made you want to hrfp 
bear the weight of his 
guitar With their delicate 
melodies and plaintive 
demeanour; Medal have 
elearfy taken lessons from 
their local forebears 
Radiohead, though their 
pastoral atmospherics 
echo Pink fToyd. The 
singer’s fragile vocals 

were sustained fay warm 

organ sounds which were 
systematically shattered 
fay swfrfing. psychedelic 
guitars. While they put on 
a largely compelling show, 
they possessed neither the 
intellectual prowess or the 
searing intensity of 
Radiohead, and you 
couldn’t help thinking tha t 

Medal have missed the 
miseraWist boat 

Fiona Sturges 
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Come on, feel the noise 


Mogwai play loud. (And very quiet.) And they have a few 


sordid myths they’d like to dispel. By Ben Thompson 


B efore this interview 

can get properly 
underway, there is 
something Mogwai 
need to get off their 
chests. It concerns 
what can only be 
called “The Sanitary Protection 
Incident”. This is one of those 
stories which follow bands around 
- like Led Zeppelin and the fish, or 
i 911’s pact with Satan - getting re- 
peated in various forms in every- 
« thing that's written about them. 
P The King James version unfolds 
3 along the following lines, 
t Trapped in a European tour 
e environment where alcohol was 
hard to come by - it is hard to know 
quite how to put this in a family 
newspaper; but frank and fearless 
seems the best approach, so here 
goes - Mogwai briefly soaked tam- 
pons in vodka and inserted them 
into their rectal cavities in order to 
facilitate the swift and efficient 
entry of the small available stock of 
alcohol into their bloodstreams. 

“It's terrible," says lanky bass- 
player Dominic Aitchison, “I can’t 
ever let my mum read anything 
written about us because that story 
always crops up." 

i “Sometimes they say it happened 

d in Poland,” is guitarist Stuart 
' Braith waite’s more practical ob- 
a jection, “which would be ridiculous 
i because alcohol is really cheap 
e there -it only makes sense in Scan- 
e dmavia.” 

< In the interests of Dominic's 
a mum's peace of mind, Mogwai 
£ would like it to be known that they 
never did this strange and deviant 
» deed, merely referral to the prac- 
c tice in an innocent conversation with 
i a journalist whose own alleged 
i drunkenness caused him to misre- 


member it with the band as partici- 
pants rather than narrators. They 
told the story in tandem with an- 
other - even more gruesome - 
about shaven-domed Russian 
ravers splitting their heads open 
with razors, covering the wounds 
with masking tape, then putting 
wooOy hats aver the top so that when 
they sweat on the dancefloor the 
glue goes straight into their brains. 

Mogwai would like it to be known 
that they have never done this ei- 
ther Even though, some of their 
more brutal music - the giant di- 
nosaur-grunt guitar in “Like 
Herod”, or the mighty vortex of 
“Mogwai Ftear Satan” - could be said 
tooffera similar level of cerebral dis- 


‘We always had a 
serious intent to rock. 
We blew up an amp 
at our first practice ' 



tensity of their music that has set 
Mogwai apart from their peers. 

Their sound is largely instrumental, 
with moments erf exquisite delicacy 
alternating with huge swathes of 
noise, to create an overall effect that 
is simultaneously beautiful and 

riaimting - HVt> rainring unripn gatpr 

through a school of whales. 

“We were never a muckabout 
band right from the beginning,” in- 
sists the diminutive but abundantly 
charismatic Braithwaite. “We al- 
ways had a serious intent to rock... 
we blew up an amp at our first prac- 
tice!” The healing power of noise is 
one thing aU four of this young Scot- 
tish quartet are firmly agreed upon. 

“The thing about noise is it confuses 
your brain,” Stuart continues, “so if 
tunes are hidden in it, that makes? 
them more rewardin g. There are a 
lot of bands tighter or more techni- 
cally proficient than us that don't get 
the same kind of reaction.” 

The tingle which runs tiirough a 
Mogwai audience in the opening 

moments ofasoogpeofde recognise Mogwai’s largely instrumental sound mixes moments of frightening brutality with passages of exquisite delicacy Tom Craig 






orientation with a less explicit risk 
of agonising death. Named after the 
endearing creature in Gremlins , 
which became demonic on contact 
with water; Mogwai essay a similar 
blend of impish mischief and heart- 
stopping sheer destructive potential 
Other band's drummers use the 
rhythmic water-wings known as 
“click tracks". Their drummer uses 
a pacemaker 

Rum an early London gig, in Sep- 
tember 1996 at the Monarch (a hor- 
rible little room, like watching a 
band play inside a kidney) to this 
January’s triumphant s old-out ap- 
pearance in the wide-open spaces 
of the London Astoria, it’s the in- 


is more than a ripple, it’s a susurra- 
tion. This collective expression of 
pleasure is more reminiscent of a 
dub thaw a gig Only the filling in 
the crowd as Underworld launch into 
“Born Slippy” live comes dose to it, 
hut whw fhat geiier fttioD- deliiieftting 
anthem has words in it for people to 
latch onto. TbeHdt the kind of emo- 
tional response Mogwai do with 
music that - excepting the occasion- 
al taped spoken word interlude, one 
guest vocal turn from Arab Strap’s 
Aidan Moffat, and the title trade of 
the new album on which Stuart 
makesanotable singing debut-has 
no truck with the human voice, is a 
truly imposing achievement 
Mogwai’s new album, Come On 
LtieYoung, attests to their rapid evo- 


lution. It was recorded with Mercury 
Rev’s Dave Ridmann at the stutfio 
controls, in Cassadoga, upstate New 
York. The reasoning behind this 
choice of location was not as might 
have been expected, an attempt to 
touch psychic bases with obscure 
American such as Slint anj 
Bardo Rond who are Mogwai ’s pri- 
mary inspiration; it was for more 
practical “We were hoping to all turn 
up for work every day," Stuart ex- 
plains, “because we were so for away 
from home there’d be no escape.” 

The fruit of their heightened 
concentration is a record which, on 
first hearing, seems almost patho- 
logically low key, but then swiftly 
twmes itself around your heart with 


the rogue tenacity of a wild straw- 
berry. “flfe knew the whole thing was 
going to be dead quiet -we (fidtft 
want to do the qmetfloud thing 
again, because we'd done that pret- 
ty well cm the first album [1997’s 
deliriously bracmg Mogtixri %ung 
Thom] but then when we started to 
record all the songs together evoy 
single one was in a minor key and 
we began to tirink Jesus Christ, this 
is really depressing’.” 

It’s very pretty though, isn’t it? “I 
dcct think sad music is depressanfr” 
Stuart affirms, his mood brighten- 
ing, “it’s bad music that's depress- 
ing good muse is uplifting henrever 
sad it is.” “Punk Rock,” Come On 
Die Young's opening track, bleeds 


a speech by -Ig gy Pop into a 
sombrely meandering guitar line. “I 
don’t know Johnny Rotten,” the 
great man notes, “but Pm sure he 
puts as much blood and sweat into 
what he (foes as Sigmund Freud 
did.” At times like this, Mogwai’s 
blend of pure sound and found voic- 
es seems tohave established direc* 
access to the unconscious. 

Like their lastrelease, the polem- 
icaffyselfoplanatory No Education 
= NoFuture (Fuck the curjew) ER 
the title far Mogwafs new album 
came from a graffito near their 
hom es in Lanarkshire. Those un- 
easy about the band’s instrumental 
bent have been inclined to exag- 
gerate thedr social reafist tendencies 


- as if proximity to dour Scottish 
bousing estates somehow excused 
them from lyric duty 
“That’s rubbish,” says Stuart 
cheerfully. “We’re all middle class. 
Just because we swear a lot and get 
pissed occasionally doesn’t stop 
our families Sving in nice houses..." 
He pauses for a moment, his 
thoughts turning mischievously to 
a fellow countryman even more 
notorious for d rinkin g and bad lan- 
guage. “You might be interested in 
having a look at Aidan from Arab 
Strap's house, by the way - it’s the 
biggest one in Falkirk!" 

‘Come On Die Young’ (Chemikoi 
Underground) is out on 29 March 
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at Qiu'ensbridge 
Leisure Centre ( ES ) 
Tch 0181 986 2936 


Art Galleries 


BRITISH ANTIQUES DEALERS' 
ASSOCIATION FAIR Duke <* 
YWi HmdquarterB (Nr. Stoana 
SO) Wntffl Rd, CtaiaU. SW3. 17- 
S3 March. Open <atokdoY* «• 
8pm Sun ana Ian day umi Spm. 
Wo: 0171 -7308730 


l-YII Ul UMil M 



LYCEUM THEATRE 



' 'Don't forget 
to mention"., 

. The independent^ 

• . when replying y, 
: >to adverts 




uropean Drawings 

Works on paper by 20th C Masters 

17 th March- 17 th April 

for exhibition info and free colour catalogue: 

WOLSELEY FINE ARTS 

12 Needham Road, NottmgHill, 
London Wll 2RP 

Tel: +44 (0) 171 792 2788 
Flax: +44 (Oj 171 792 2988 

Wolseleyfiiieartsl&btintenietcom 


ANTIQUE DESKS 

Lav^e stocks of old desks. Oak, Habojpnp’ 
Ufefamt, Victorian, Edwardian, BoOtop, CgBndez; 
Partner’s, Dickens and Pedestal Desks, aba 
Dining Tables in stodt. 

DON SFENCS ANTIQUES 


01926 407989 



FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining _ m . 
tables always irilt fevus TtstitjMS 
in stock JeeMAmMlmd. 


Library and 014ft 631541163*361 

writing furniture also 0 niy 6 nm 1S fromJl 3 M 4 
usually available. 

Wc endeavour to find the table you require. 






S^NCSTK*, UfOOWtt. 
Bos Jou. Stweshc, REM, 
BRYMI AOMfi, AEHOSM1TH, 
SMPurRED. 
GuftS Roses 


0181 305 6866 


Music Services 


OFFICIAL; HIGH STREET PRICES 

FOR CDs ARE A 'RIP-OFF* 


cn 


Even ordinary mail order 
prices of CDs don't give 
you the ultimate saving on 
CDs that WSL offers you. 
Now you can buy your CDs at 
dealer’s cost price plus a small 
handling charge. Only WSL - 
offering a malt order service for 
more than 40 yens - can offer you 
such low cost listening. So why not 
see what savings you really can 
make by checking our prices? 

MHq phooo. tax or oimB 
today forftftideMb 
- mlftDUt oMcatbn 


teas 


CD 

INDEX 


Concerts 




St'Bartholomevv's Hospital Choral Society 

jWMMMilrlbSMB jfe. •• - 

City of London Sinf^ja '. 
^^jjys^^nouctor IVor Setterfield 


Vaughan Williams 

A Sea Symphony 


Serenade to Music 

and 

ELGAR'S In the South 

MajeBa CuUagh * Ahm Opie * 


.,V^ 





Westminster CentrafHall 

Tuesday 30 March 1999 • 7130 ~ 

TkteB? £»* £#6*£72-£»*tt . - 

Ftw aecs B.» Tl 





Concerts 


36 Vvigrore St’ set 
London V.'IH C3? 


CMPgmore 

HALL 


3ox C trice 
0171 5352141 





USA MILNE uconino. Schumann Series 

SARAH CONNOLUr mesa nprano; DAM B. NORMAN Mnor 
MARKUS WERBA bertane JUUUS DRAKE 
Schumann: LtnmspM Op .101; Spe nuc taa I 
E15.ei3.C10.C8 Supported by Dr Kail 




JEHU8ALEM QUARTET Vounn (Man 

Haydrc String OuartM ki B «at Op.7S No 4 Skansa 
Stooatotenrldt QuartM NoS ki C mine Oo.n0 
Baatbowa: Quart* ki B Bel OR.T30 am Groses Fuge Dp. 133 
El 4. El 2. E10, C7 Mprnra Hal 




n ST. JOHN’S, SMITH SQUARE 

Smith Squtiro. London SW1 ^oi: 0171-222 10S1 
11V- Reglstori-d Charity wlon-rrs lO^m-Spm 






Dining Out 



Auctions 


AUCTION 

SUNDAY 28th MARCH 
5 OOW 10-30am 

‘ COLLECTOR RECORDS 

lud. Rare Sun Label 4 Vs, tadf American labels. Soul LPl etc. 

ROCK'N'ROLL 

NENORNBIUR 

Beatles Uchkl Bare ftwm, Americana. CoBcaafalcs. Ptmabtes. 
SlM Machlnee and Jukeboxes etc. 

Wning Saturday March iPth. SOm - 4pm 
fUusraed Colour CmlojiKt £5-50 

Telephone 01279 647191 
Fax: 01279 816391 

■ 1 MARKET STRECT 






fs A F F R O N 
fw A L D E N 

lUCTIONS 


SAFFRON VAUJEN 
ESSBCCB1D IJB 
Hwtbcoming AucUnn.- 
Mday May M(h 
Pflna Fosien, Emenalnmrra 
CaUerabln and Vbys 




an evening v/ 


amesTaylor 


KHUTSfORD 
(ncor Tilanthcster) 


Tattoti Paik 


AUGUST 2nd 
LftKOIrF Inlcrnorjonol Arena 

01 222 224433 


DONCASTER 


NEWCASTLE 


AUGUST 4th 
The Dome 

05302 370.999. 

AUGUST 5th 
Telesvesf Arena 

319140180110 


To advertise in this section 
please call the 

Entertainment Team 
on 0171 293 2028. 


Creative Writing Competition 

AD erihusiQds ore invited to enter the competition 
which offer* a prize up to 


£1000 


Awarded on behalf of The Islamic Centre England 
For mow information and explication form 
please send an A4SAE to 

The Research and Education Department, ICE 
140 Makfa Vale London W9 1QB (Re 1/99) 
Apf£at6oasnnistmshmby30June 7999 
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This Week's Album Releases 

REVIEWED BY ANDY GILL 



Roots manuva 

Brand New Second Hand 

Big Dada 


m’ 

M.' 

aw 


IJKE SOMETHING oat of the paranoid 
fictions of Thomas Pyncbon, there are now 
two music industries existing gdp- fry- <dHf> 
in Britain. The more powerful, main- 
stream one dominates the public per- 
ception of pop culture with a dire parade 
of showbiz fluff and celebrity crossovers, 
promoting a strategy in winch a per 1 
former’s soap-opera or sitcom profile is 
vastly more important than their music. 
Such has, admittedly always been the 
case, though the four major conglomer- 
ates have never before wielded quite 
such a stranglehold as they do now. 

Ebrtunatety, there’s a network of small 

labels fnHUHng tlw gftfll fimpfinn y hfcfo the 
majors’ A&R departments have compla- 
cently neglected. Thanks to them, 1999 is 
alreatfy shaping up as a vintage year; with 
.tremendous releases by Smog, Jfmi 
Tenon Jim O’Rourke, Cohn Kerid, Bonnie 
“Prince” Billy Pop- Off Tuesday and Beth 
Orton joined here by die dt&ut offering 
from Rodney Smith, aka Roots Manuva. 

The title of Roots’s album is a concise 
summation of the sampling aesthetic, the 
way that new vessels are wrought from 
old materials and memories -especially, 


in his case, from the Jamaican dance-hall 
strut of the eariy Nineties, rendered here 
through deep techno bassfines and terse 
drum cracks. There’s a warm, twitcfay 
swagger to cuts such as “Clockwork” and 
“OhTfeah” that’s utterly i rresistible. Else- 
where, Manuva vanes his beads with 
some originality, as when a disjointed, 

. arhythnnc groove is used to evoke the odd 
atmosphere of ‘tStrange Behaviour”. 

Roots himself describes his style as 
“Wonky beats, mid-tempos, bleeps and 
blnrps, crazy, zany phraseologies and 
intergalactic organics”, which comes 
dose, but doesn't quite convey the trip- 
hoppy mood or the umisuaTmiz of menace . 
and deadpan cometfy in Ms raps. With his 
tone of tofly, nonchalant assertweness and 
his dark declamations upon decaying 
social structures. Pm reminded more 
Bum once of both Hakim and the Wu-Thng 
Clan, though even they would be hard 
pushed to equal “Juggle Tings Proper”, 
where street-level obligations are weighed 
against the wider geopolitical picture. 
Roots Manuva is by some distance the 
most significant and original newvoice in 
hip-hop. And he’s British, too. 



VARIOUS ARTISTS 

Elton John and Tim Rice's Aida 

Rocket 

SOMETIMES, EhCEDwith the dd<» of cor- 
porate hogWash that is the modem 
record industr y, w a ds fail me. Wbuld that 
a amflarafflkfio B had stri cke n *niw Rice 
before be decided that the first rbyme 
erf tins album- sony this “cross-platfbrra 
multi-media project” - would pair 
“ruler” with “minusculer”. 

This version of the great Verdi 
operatic warhorse Aida is effectively the 
follow-up to The Lion King, Eaton John 
and Tim Rice’s last commiawm from 
Disney, though here there are no cote 
cartoons to seD the songs; just aparade 
of tired aHiiock lags such as Sting benny 
Kravitz and Tina TUrnei; augmented by . 
hnring hnt bankable younge rtatents gnch 
as ShaTiia Twain, Boyz n Me n andj of 
course, The Spice Girls. 

The result is the kind of awesome 
abomination that should have aficio- 
nados of ramp gleefully shouting the 
worst fines back at the performers, and 
arguing as to which is the more hilar- 
iously iil-inatehed of Elton’s duetteers - 
LeAnn Rimes, Lulu, Janet Jackson 
(awfnlD.or the spectacularly dreadful 
Celine Dion wannabe, Heather Headley. 
Still, at least now we know who put the 
*Aieeer in Aida. 



VARIOUS ARTISTS 

River bf Song 

Smithsonian Folkways 

SINCE ITS establishment in 1948, Moe 
Ascfa’s Folkways label has served as the 
* Smithsonian Institute’s aural arm, a 
repository of American cultural roots 
dedicated to ensuring that the work of 
such sgmmai figures as LeadbeUy and 
Dock Boggs is available to hear today 
This two-CD set, the sound-track to a 
PBS television series, uses the Missis- 
sippi river as a geographical thread by 
which to link the musics (mostly roots 
musics, despite the ill-advised attempt 
to shoehorn in the likes erf Soul Asylum) 
of the American Midwest and South. The 
journey starts in the Minnesota head- 
waters with a Chippewa Indian powwow 
chant and the Skal Club Spelznanslag’s 
bowed-saw rendition of “Red-Headed 
Swede”, proceeding through St Louis 
(folk, jazz, blues), Memphis (R&B, 
gospel, rockabilly) and Mississippi 
(blues) to Louisiana (jazz, blues, cajun, 
and creoIe-R&B). Despite a few incon- 
gruities - Ts-Mex music from Illinois? 
- if s a richly variedride, illustrating the 
co un t ry ’s cosmopolitan makeup. It’s 
educational, too: how else would music 
lovers know they should at afi costs avoid 
getting stranded in the mnsfoai waste- 
lands of Iowa and Wisc ons in? 



DAVID THOMAS 

Mirror Man 
Cooking Vinyl 

THE LATEST album by the Pere Ubu 
founder, an offshoot of his “Disasto- 
drome” South Bank season of Last yean 
also involves a musical journey, this one 
taking place “in the space between 
where you are and where you want to 
be”. Following such American pioneers 
as Harry Partch, it’s an evocation of in- 
tangible geographical presence, Thomas 
using collaborators with a finely-tuned 
sense of place - Jackie Leven, Linda 

Thompson and Peter Hammill- to detail 

his notional Nowheresvflle, USA. The 
poet Bob Hobnail’s impressionistic beat 
travelogue “Mirror Man Speaks” opens 
proceedings in fine style: against a shim- 
mering haze of sound, be skflfiiDy sets 
the mood of suspension you slip into 
while travelling, that sense of being 
lifted out of the present into the timeless 
state of disinterested observer From 
there, the ruminations upon places from 
Montana to Memphis build up to a 
national montage, a bricoHoge of road 
signs, advertising boardings mid observe 
ations dedicated to putting the local back 
into locality. As David Hild observes in 
his “Ballad of Florida”, it’s not a small 
world any more, not since Disneyland 
became DisneyWorld. 




SKUNK ANANSIE 

Post Orgasmic Chili 

Virgin 

WHAT with Pro-Millennial Tension and 
now Post-Orgasmic Chill, there’s a bit of 
a Present Pretention Surfeit hanging 
around rock’s dimmer corners these 
days. Life goes on pretty much as before 
in Skunk Anansie land - the wee bald lass 
is still upset about one thing or another; 
and frankty, the rest of us could care less. 
Even with a lyric sheet, songs such as “On 
My Hotel TV” and “We Don't Need Who 
You Think Tfou Are" still seem like little 
more than incoherent rants studded 
with spiky buzz-words - black, gay nigga, 
blood, crucify, bbune, god, kill victim - 
which lose any impact they might have 
contained under Skin's less than tender 
minis trati o ns 

There are half-hearted attempts to add 
a little more sprite ly variety to the golem 
tread of their trademark heavy rifling, by 
Wending in the occasional techno passage 
to “Charlie Big Potato”, or ladling strings 
over tracks such as “Tracy’s Flaw” and 
“Secretly”, but any intended gradations 
of mood are hidden behind Skin's acidu- 
lous vocals. 

She appears to have mistaken shriek- 
ing for intensity, and the result is the 
complete absence of any emotional tone 
save reproach. 


RIFFS 

the First and Latest records bought by Claire Martin, Jazz Vocalist 


Rubettes 

Sugar Baby Love . 

It was teeqyhop pop; the 
Rubettes wore big white golfing 
caps and The Goodies TV show 
took the mickey out of them - 1 
think I made one of those hats 
out of paper. Ybu had tosee them 
to believe them. How 
pmhamisirii^ r. I remember quite 
vividly Quit I was a Rubettes fan, 
and was either six or seven, and 


went to the BBC, where they 
were doing Top of the Pops, and 
waited outside, watching them 
go in and out I found it very 
em o ti onal The song had a high 
bit, and it had something that 
realty; really moved me, perhaps 
mostty owing to my first real 
heavy-duty mush, Alan w nfiama, 
the lead singer: He was good- 
looking, the first person to make 
me blush. I cant say that they 


had any influence on me, but 
even now I think they’re good, 
and if I wanted to flatter teem I 
would describe their sound as 
Motown pop. ■ 

Ehris Costello and 
Burt Bacharach 
Painted From Memory 
How they wrote this album is - 
interesting. They just sat 
opposite each other; at two 


facing pianos, which is . 
collaborative in away 1 have 
never thought of doing. It’s 
basically new Bacharach songs 
with Costello lyrics, and as a 
brand-new collaboration it realty, 
realty works. I have' always been 
a big CosteOo fan, and I think he 
has reached a peak as an artist 
on this album. It’s not easy to 
follow in the footsteps of Howard 
David. The Bacharach and 


David Scmgbook introduced me 
to so many great songs and 
singers, such as Aretha Franklin, 
Dusty Springfield. It’s a 
surprising album, as well, 
because you wouldn’t expect the 
contemporary, evocative and 
movingly edgy lyrics to work 
with the swish, elaborate 
Bacharach orchestration. But 
they complement each other like 
light and shade. I have just 


recorded a CosteOo track, and 
will sing some of these new 
songs at my concert, and hope 
that Costello will realty like it 
and tell me he loves me. 

INTERVIEW BY 
Jennifer Rodger 

Claire Martin uriE be at Pizza 
Express Jazz Chib, Dean Street, 
London Wl, from 24 to 28 March 
(0171-4398722) 
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What goes around. 
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LIVE 

ORBITAL 

COLSTON HALL 
BRISTOL 

IS THIS how techno ends, not 
hanging but whimpering? The 
musical revolution that began 
in the Summer of Love has 
been transplanted to the safe 
environment of a municipal 
hall, where red-coated local 
authority stewards man the 
exits, their ears plugged with 
cotton-wool. What once came 
across as sonic transgression 
now seems almost cosy 
Phil and Paul Hartnoll of Or- 
bital - named after the M25 
motorway that took so many 
earty ravers to illegal parties in 
muddy fields - are engaged on 
a national tour whose destin- 
ations include the civic halls 

that only a fewyears ago would 
have been disparaged as be- 
yond the pale. Playing stand-up 
music in a sit-down venue, Or- 
bital were hamstrung right 
from the start, but despite the 
difficulties the show worked, 
more or less. If you stood up 



All the comforts of home: Orbital at the decks 


and danced, the performance 
could perhaps be counted as a 
success. For those of us sitting 
in the stalls, howevez; it was Kke 
watching paint dry, coat, after 
coat, after coat 

Orbital were preceded by a 
sound system whose ambient- 
techno mix reminded you of oki 
Paul Hardcastle tunes (a retro- 
connection that refused to go 
away aU night). Then a fanfare 

from A ClockworicOrange sig- 


nalled the progress of the 
brothers into their enclosure of 
computer and keyboard work- 
stations, with the duo’s trade- 
mark torchlight goggles 
providinga much-needed visual 
stimulus. Soon, great granite- 
like slabs of synthesiser chords 
filled the ah; with bass fre- 
quencies so loud they re- 
sounded in your chest cavity. 
Instead of being dangerous, 
howeve; the sound was almost 


indecently dean and healthy, 
especially for techno. 

The problem for the aud- 
ience in the half-foil hall was 
howto react Should they go tet- 
alty mental from the start, or 
ease into foQy fledged mania in- 
cremen tally? At first, they re- 
mained almost touchingly shy 
with only the most out-of-it 
boys coming to the front to 
dance, hut after a while even 
the most reserved left for the 
front, or half-shimmied by their 
seats, hedging then* bets. 

Orbital’s music was accom- 
panied by a multi-screen film- 
show that seemed to have 
something to do with the mil- 
lennium. Clocks wound for- 
ward; binary codes scrolled, 
and at the end fingers pressed 
buttons that may well have 
been sending Stealth bombers 
off on some final, apocalyptic 
mission. It would have looked* 
great in a teat, but from a 
ccanty municipal seat it was just 
like watching television. AD 
that was missing was the pipe 
and slippers. 

PHIL JOHNSON 
Tours to Sim 28 March 


As if 1992 never ended 


BECOMING MONSTROUSLY 
successful in the alternative 
sector of American rock'n'roll 
is & process similar to acquir- 
ing an arts degree from a 
British university - hang 
around long enough and you’ll 
get it eventually, apparently 
regardless of your worth, abil- 
ity or dress sense. 

The New York trio Goo Goo 
Bolls have been doggedly 
foufing their amiable but 
unremarkable power-pop to 

“lyaudiencewha’dputupwith 

them for what feels like 
Centuries, and in the last year 
received their reward: a 
,-®t song (“Iris”) in a hit movie 
IQtyqfAi^ds), a three-miSion- 
*sjttng album. Dizzy Up the 
®rt (their sixth), a dutch of 
yeoang nominations, a 
fefritymg ubiquity on MTV’ and 
' satisfaction of seeing the 
name of the singer 


LIVE 

GOO GOO DOLLS 
UNIVERSITY OF 
LONDON UNION 
LONDON 

John Rzeznik became a house- 
hold word.. 

All things considered. Goo 
Goo Dolls look unsurprisingly 


they first appear tonight, the 
second of two sold-out shows. 
They tell us they’re here to have 
a good time, and courteously 
extend the hope that well hare 
a good time too. A great deal of 
bouncing up and down ensues, 

both on stage and in front of it. 

The three-piece lineup 
(Kzeznifc bass player Rcbby 
■tefcac and drummer Mik e Ma- 

inwrt is augmented by an extra 

guitarist and a keyboardist, 
and while the racket they whip 


it cannot disguise, over the 
course of an undeniably ener- 
getic hour or so, the weaiying- 
ty thin gruel that constitutes 
much of Goo Goo Dolls’ canon. 
To look at them, you’d think 

1992 had never ended - they re- 
semble nothing so much as 
Soundgarden’s roadies larking 
about during soizndcheck - and 
their music displays a similar 
refusal to recog nise t hat the 
world has kept on turning since 
■'Nevermind". At their occa- 
sional best. Goo Goo Dolls 
almost evoke the ecstatic time- 
li ness of the vastly under- 
rated Seattle group The Posies; 
otherwise, they bear a dis- 
tprhin gty remarkable sanilari- 
ty to Ned’s Atomic Dustbin, and 
it’s difficult to think of arty 
thing we need to hear less, at 
tills point 

Along with many of their 2k, 


what Goo Goo Dolls dearly as- 
pire to is the ability to invest 
spirited posfc-punk rock'n'roll 
with a certain poetry and sen- 
sitivity- they indicated as much 

a while back by prevailing upon 
Paul Wfesterberg (erstwhile 
fr o n t ma n of the incomparable 
Replacements) to write a song 
with them (“We are the Nor- 
mal”). Westerberg is a more 
than worthwhile benchmark 
(anA his imminent third solo 
album sounds something Hte a 
masterpiece), but while it's 
easy to imagine, that Goo Goo 
Dolls will continue to entertain 
and invigorate crowds of drunk 
students until the earth spins 
into the sun and our Lord 
Beelzebub calls us an home, ff s 
anwo. way harder to picture 

them coming up with anything 
anyone will remember beyond 
the fading of their last chord. 

Andrew Mueller 
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Is the new 
medium the 
message? 


The latest, in hi-fi hype, DVD offers stunning quality 
of sound and vision. But with only a tiny number of 
titles, is there much to interest the music enthusiast? 


M usic maybe 
invisible, but 
we love to 
observe it 
being made: 
fighting for 
seats on the 
keyboard side in recitals, feasting on 
the sawing arms and ballooning 
cheeks of the orchestra. This is not 
indulgence; it's our way of physically 
experiencing music, of vicariously 
joining in. And when the process is 
invisible - as in an organ recital 
where the performer is hidden in a 
loft - we feel cheated. The disem- 
bodied music of records and radio 
is something we have grown up with, 
but it is still - both figuratively and 
in practice - an aberration. 

Such retrograde thoughts are 
now being harnessed for the biggest 
industrial push the world of music- 
video has ever known. While the 
man-in-the-street may be hazy about 
what “DVD” stands foe the media 
hack knows it stands for a market- 
ing barrage. Digital Versatile Disc, 
it's said, will change our lives. 

But we've heard such Haims be- 
fore. Remember “digital compact 
cassette” and the 12-inch laser- 
disc? Remember the “enhanced 
CD”? Failures alL CD-Rom was 
once a bright hope in the classical 
music business, but is now a refer- 
ence preserve. Recordable CDs 
may be doing well in the shops, but 
their long-term prospects are dubi- 
ous. Even the mighty mini-disc has 
clouds on its horizon. 

Why should we take DVD. more 
seriously? In the interests of science, 
I submit to a hard sell at Warners. 
Since I'm a technological idiot, the 
facts have first to be explained. A DV 
disc may look like a CD, but it con- 
tains seven times more digital in- 
formation, in which visual and audio 
elements sit side by side; it offers 
music, film, still pictures, text and 


Sight 

Readings 



MICHAEL 

CHURCH 


visual menus. The picture quality 
and five-channel sound are, I am 
told, the best in existence. 

The Warners men play two discs: 
Bruno Monsaingeon's Richter. The 
Enigma, and Adventures in Motion 
Pictures' celebrated Sioan Lake. 
Having previously watched the 
Richter film on VHS, I am ravished 
by what I now see and hear, and if s 
undeniably convenient to be able to' 
dick to points in the pianisf s life and 
to specific pieces of music, without 
laboriously winding on (or back! in 
the hope of finding the right place. 

The pleasure of Matthew 
Bourne’s wicked SwanLake is simi- 
larly intensified, though I .am, of 
course, seeing it on state-of-the-art 
machinery And it's useful, again, to 
be able to find those evil male 
cygnets, or that wrenching apothe- 
osis, at the click of a button. 

The Richter film has been tricked 
out with all the menu-to-text-to- 
subtext games Warners can devise. 
Likewise Svxm Lake . Click to the 
“character" of the prince’s com- 
moner-girlfriend, and dick again to 
the dancer in the part, where she 
trained etc. But this sort of guff nor- 
mally comes in a booklet, where if s 
far easier to skim. Putting it on film 


seems pointless, until you remem- 
ber the insane war being waged by 
electronics against print 

Now some questions. DVD may 
have “arrived”, but bow widespread 
is it? “There are already SO.OOO DVD 
players in Europe." That’s not many 
“True, but in America, where it was 
launched 12 months earfier; there 
are now more than a million sets in 
private hands. We expect their 
growth to be exponential here as 
welL” Who buys them? “Early 
adopters tend to be thirtysomething 
males with plenty ofcash.” Is there 

a danger of buying the wrong sort 
of machine and its becoming obso- * 
lete, like the Betamax? “No danger 
The machines have been devised by 
a cross-industry consortium.” 

When I ask if the present price of 
nearly £400 will drop over the next 
year or so, the reply is a rueful affir- 
mative. They explafo that though you 
can’t play DVDs on a CD player; you . 
can play CDs on a DVD player, 
which will make their sound quality 
even better “So if you’re thinking of 
buying a new CD player; far better 
to invest in DVD.” But this brings us 
to the question of “product”. Feature 
films apart, how many musical or 
operatic DVDs actually exist? 

The faces lengthen. “By the end 
of 1999, there may be 50 in total, from 
all the record companies put to- 
gether" Pathetic! “It’s early days," 
they reply. “But we really need the 
press and retailers to take classical 
DVD as a serious category." Last 
week, in the Oxford Street branch of 
HMy they found their beloved Swan 
Lake stuck in the pom section. 
Gathering that, in their parlance, I 
am a “laggard” as opposed to an 
“early adopter”, they bring out their 
trump earth a portable DVD player 
including screen, not much bigger 
than a CDplayec If s wonderful, and 
I want one. But not yet The £950 
price will surely falL 







Adventures in Motion Pictures’ 'Swan Lake’ is intensified by DVD 


Over now to the classical label 
Harmonia Mundi, where they thrust 
something called Watershed into my 
hands. This is described as “the first 
music DVD designed to totally 
utilise tiie medium’s full capacity”. 
Since the Harmonia Mundi office 
doesn’t yet boast a DVD playeq I take 
it to the Sony office and play it there. 
The first of its three pieces, by the 
composer Roger Reynolds, allows 
me to deconstruct a 30-minute solo 
by the percussionist Steven Schick, 
but the menu-voyages seem farced 
and unnecessary. I would far rather 
glean the background information 
from an old-fashioned booklet 
Meanwhile, Soqy has just brought 
out its own first classical DVDs: 
great Karajan performances tricked 


out with yet more' on-screen pro- 
gramme notes. And though these 
are, once again, old films, the quality 
of both pictures and sound is stun- 
ning. Sony’s vice-president is bull- 
ish: “You can’t look at a DVD without 
remembering how horrible VHS 
was by comparison.” He believes 
that what he calls “high-end” people 
c- “older and more discriminating” 
- will be induced by DVD to buy 
things they never would have con- 
sidered before. That may be so, but 
it’s still a moot point whether they, 
will want to click into biographies, 
or play around with camera angles 
in, for example, Nimbus's forth- 
coming DVDs on selected pianists. 

On the other hand, DVD won’t 
deal exclusively in visual games. 


Sony's spokesman reckons DVD- 
Audio -when it arrives - will be the 
ultimate answer to hi-fi dreams. 
The reason some people still pre- 
fer vinyl to CD - provided they’ve got 
a £15,000 turntable - is that CDs cut 
out all the warmth and ambience of 
the original recording. DVD-Audio, 
with its huge digital capacity, will 
restore that” 

Finally I join a band of veteran 
Gramophone subscribers atameet- 
the-DVD -producers soiree. After 
being zapped with Riehteq Swan 
Lake and the latest James Bond, 
they ask questions. Will DVD make 
their CD collections redundant? 
“No. The CD market is in buoyant 
shape.” When will DVDs be avaflahle 
for hire? “Notyet” TCfl it be possible 


to record on them? “Not for a long 
while yet” When will DVD-Audio hit 
the shops? “Maybe next year” Is it 
posable that the whole DVD enter- 
prise win flop? “No way. AU the re- 
tailers are singing from the same 
hymn-sheet” That’s a relief. 

These people are all techno- 
freaks, but if s dear that some are 
unrepentant laggards. One Is a 
Chinese student who possesses a DV 
disc but as yet no machine to play 
it on. Hell wait for the price to felt 
and the product to proliferate, before 
buying a machine. “That's fine by 
me,” says a DVD magnate gamely. 
But, of course, it isn't fine ataH We 
must dap hands, have feith, and pre- 
sent our credit cards. Otherwise the 
fairy may not live. 


The Compact Collection 

Rob Cowan on the Week's new CD Releases 


HAVE YOU ever felt that a 
musical masterpiece is so 
utterly perfect that it could not 
possibly have been otherwise? 

I have, often, and one of my 
favourites is Mendelssohn's 
effervescent Italian Symphony. 
But what did the composer 
himself think or the piece? Not 
much, apparently. In feet he 
completely refashioned the last 
three movements - and the 
only reason he didn't revise the 
first was because he felt 
prompted to rewrite it 
completely, but couldn't 
Happily for us. Sir John Eliot 
Gardiner and the Vienna 
Philharmonic have prepared a 
spirited all-Mendelssohn CD 
that combines both the original 
and the revision. In between, 
there's a nicely sprung account 
or the Reformation Symphony 
- another work that the 
fastidious composer had his 
doubts about 
As to the “revised" kalian, 
first impressions are 
unfavourable. It all sounds too 
complex, too contrived - a 
';{ lissom youngster trying to age 
•; prematurely. Mendelssohn had 
’ left his original score in London 

• | and was revising from memory. 

■ so perhaps he remembered 
T ; wrongly. Or maybe I'm so 

wedded to the familiar that I 
| ! am having trouble readjusting 
I ! to a revision that posterity may 
' ■ well judge as superior Time 

• will tell 

. \ Time will also sort out the 

.1 men and women from the boys 
: \ and girls in the world of 
Minimalism, but I'll stick my 
I; neck out and suggest that 
; 1 when it does, Steve Reich will 
=; still be tops. Reich's early 
maturity yielded a select line- 

• ' up of masterpieces, with the 
;! epic, finely structured Music 

- ! for IS Musicians as the best of 
the bunch, Reich and his 

■ Musicians made a famous 
:* record of it back in the 

i: Seventies. Then there was the 
1906 re make for Nonesuch, 

?! and now RCA has released the 


first version by a band in which 
Reich himself is not playing 
(albeit only for contractual 
reasons). Ensemble Modern 
trace the work's hour-long 
course from the initial 
throbbing pulses, through 11 
related sections that shimmer 
shake and shift perspectives 
almost without your noticing. 
You can dance to it, enter a 
trance to it. or sit transfixed by 
the sheer ingenuity of Reich's 
creative imagination. 

Reich performing Reich is 
still a popular presence in the 
record stores, but the unique 
opportunity of hearing 
Benjamin Britten conduct 
Mahler will, for most of us, 
prove too tempting to miss. 

BBC Legends has just put out 
an amazing performance tin 
mono) of the Fourth Symphony 
that Britten gave with the LSO 
in Suffolk in 1961. Britten 
attends to every strand of 
scoring with the care of a 
master draughtsman, delving 
among inner details that are 
frequently muddied in rival 
recordings. The first movement 
is swift and bracing, the second 
quietly unnerving, the third 
serenely beautiful, and the 
fourth touched with innocence. 
True, there are minor 
. imperfections (the soprano ' 
Joan Carlyle anticipates a cue 
in the finale), but as musical re- 
creations go. none that I can 
think of is more profoundly 
affecting. There are 
perceptively voiced bonuses - 
both in stereo - in Lieder ernes 
jahrenden GeseUe, where 
Britten conducts for Anna 
Reynolds, and a charming pair 
of songs from Das Knaben 
Wunderiiom with Elly Ameling 
as soloist. 

Men delssohn/Gardiner 
Deutsche Grummophon 459 
156-2 

RcichfEnscmble Modem- RCA 
09026 68672 2 

Mahler.'Britten: BBC Legends 
BBCB S004-2 


Wild things take over the hall 


THERE WERE Wild Things loose in 
Symphony Hall the other nigjbt Not 
just on stage, where Oliver 
Knussen's impeccable vocal team, 
with appetising aplomb, unleashed 
its chorus of grunts and whoops and 
hisses and shades and groans - but 
in the ban where a small apparition 
aged about five, scudded around 
adults at waist height, a vision dad 
to dazzling blues and greens, 
swirlmg tartans and garish red moc- 
casins, who might easily have been 
an escapee from Maurice Sendak’s 
unforgettable double bilL 
You could be forgiven for thinking 
Knussen a bit wild himself, though 
he is in feet the gentlest of things. 
He - like his London Sinfonietta - 
has done as much for promoting the 
new music of others in this country 
as anybody. It was thus all the more 
welcome totaear him expounding his 
own. His collaborations with Maurice 
Sendak, Higglety Pigglety Pop! and 
Where the Wild Things Are, inhab- 
its a rich, daunting world of child- 
hood fantasy, to direct descent from 
the Brothers Grimm, HumperdGnck, 
Ravel (TEnfant et les Sortileges) and 
Mussorgsky's Nursery Songs. 
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What was so cheering was how 
well Pig-in-Sandwich-Boards, Cat- 
MDkman, Castle Ybnder and IfeniBa 
Pudding stand up to concert per- 
formance, even shorn of Sendak’s 
looming, garish, monstrous stage 
dOcor. If there were moments when . 
Knussen’s magic perhaps just failed 
to crystallise (toe car ride, Max’s bar- 
carolle, toe forest transformation), 
others - musical dock, the spectac- 
ularly gloomy woodwind descent to 
the cellar, the FireWrd-like- Ash 
’free prelude, the deliriously outra- 
geous “Wild Rumpus”- mesmerised. 

Both operas are tales of individ- 
uation: Jennie, Sendak’s dissatisfied 
Sealyham terrier craves “experi- 
ence” as muchas Max, the petulant 
child to W2d Things, demands ad- 
venture. The pathos lies in their con- 
flicting security-craving. Textual 
audibility is crucial, and (despite oc- 



Simon Battle: his energising return continues apace 


cftsi f x nfll over-milking) Knussen was 
blessed with two ingeniously lucid 
leads - Cynthia Buchan’s Jennie, 
brilliantly characterised and enun- 
ciated across the registers, and 
lisa Safer’s mood-changeable Max 
(phis gloriously obnoxious squealing 


baby to Higglety) fabulously well- 
phrased. Mary King (Mama), David 
Wilson-Johnson and Stephen 
Richardson all had us in stitches in 


Rattle's energising CBSO return 
continues apace. Harrison Birt- 


wistle’s blasting Earth Dances, even 
with the upper sound chambers 
dosed, tests the Symphony Hall 
acoustic as well as the nerves. Bits 
sear you Efee shrapnel, flying off door 
frames, banisters and rafters alike. 
Some “incident” engages the cur- 
iosity more than others, but the real 
pleasure emerges when Birtwistle 
eases off and really does “dance": a 
ghost of a waltz, a sneery metallic 
wobble. The late build-up and final 
dissipation thrilled 
Gubaidulina’s optimistic Violin 
Concerto, Offertarium, is a gor- 
geously contrasted work: the Bach- 
ian underlay, a passage of poignant 
“echoes" (redolent of Schnittke), 
the touchingly Shostakovich-like 
harmonisations of toe chorale with 
its echoes of the Orthodox rite, and 
the sheer variety and empathy of 
Vhdim Repin’s solo cadenza work all 
underlined the piece’s moral, as 
well as musical, beauty and 
strength. The reduced forces to 
Kurtag’s delicate, ritualistic trib- 
ute, GrabstemfOr Stefan, elicited 
sounds from the CBSO as tenderly 
haunting as anything in the ev ening 
Roderic DlINNETT 


A NUMBER of years ago there was 
a broadcast of the kind which only 
seemed posable on BBC Radio 3, 
giving us a unique opportunity to 
examine in depth a special aspect 
of the workings of a composer's 
mind. What we heard was a rare 
performance, possibly the first since 
its premiere, of the early version of 
Delius's In a Summer Garden, and 
it turned out to be revelatory. 
The work, in its final shape as most 
of us know it, is one of the pinnacles 
of late romantic musical poetics, per- 
fect in all details, utterly unpre- 
dictable in structure, yet for a 
composer who appears to improvise 
his pieces, asto nishingl y cogent in 
its formal dialectic. 

What the original version taught 


us was that in spite of its incidental 
riches it lacked tautness, and those - 
who doubt Delius’s formal mastery 
and hear, only a meandering 
progress, might change their minds 
after observing how ruthlessly 
the composer cut in essentials and 
how unerringly he retained mean- 
ingful asides. 

Of all late romantic masters 
Delius is one of the most deserving 
of such scrutiny since his methods 
have rarely been subjected to hard 
analysis, and have all too often been 

diKmigg pd ag minHIpw:. 

In the light of that old broadcast, 
it was fascinating to explore further 
the thought processes that make 
Delius's art Uhiqudy mysterious. 
The story of how toe blind compos- 


On The Air 

Anthony Payne . ■ 

er set the young Eric Fenby to work 
on an early piece of his in order to 
break him in and see what he was' 
capable of, is known to all readers 
of Fenby’s biographical master- 
piece Delius As I knew Him. That 
work was A Poem of Life and Loue, 
dating from 1918, and it was even- 
tually to be transformed some 10 
years later Into A Song qf Summer 
with Fenby’s aid as amanuensis. 

On Tuesday evening both pieces 
were performed in BBC Radio 3’s 
Composer qf toe Week and, once 
again, we could witless Delius’s un- 
canny bribing stru<to^ 

concision to material that was in 
danger of sprawling. 

A Poem of Life and Love was 
being given its first ever perfor- 


mance fay Vernon Handley and the 
BBC Concert Orchestra, and it 
would have confirmed the doubts of 
those for whom Delius’s thought 
straggles in inconsequentially But 
relieved of much untidy and unfo- 
cused-material, it becomes a lyric 
masterpiece as A Song qf Summer, 
now serene, now ecstatically striv- 
ing in perfect equilibrium. 

Another aspect of creative 
progress was examined m Radio 3’s 
weekty series Sound Stories. In 
tins case it was the characteristics 
of music written fay composers who 
have reached great old age and toe 
week ended with some of themusic 
Vaughn Williams composed in his 
eighties. I sometimes think that 
there is little of musical expression 


and structure in composers of young 
and middle years which cannot be 
generally understood, but that old 
age brings to creators a command 
of such mysteries as can only be fully 
graphed by those who, too, have left 
their middle years behind. Such at 
least seems possible with the mov- 
ingly distanced vision of Vaughn 
Williams’s Ninth Symphony, whose 
puzzling finale closed the pro- 
gramme!. Wb feel here that musical 
symbols from Vaughn Williams's 
past which once had sensuous 
impact, have now been fined down 
and placed in a strangely elliptical 
context: Peihaps bodily experience 

was now a tnatter of memory leav- 
ing the Spirit in a new relationship 
with intellect 
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NEW FILMS 


APfULE (15) 

Director Nanri Moretti 
Starring; Nami Moretti. Silvia Mono 
More meta-documentaiy shenanigans from 
Nanni Moretti, a sort of Roman TOwdjy Allen 
complete with the same nerdy patten the same 
seff reflexive neuroses, TRs gfciwrgii mercurial 
AprUe freewheels through a three-year period 
in Italian politics. Meantime, r unning as a fcfnr? of 
sunny counterpoint, goes (he (firertja^swfll-he^w^ 
hemtentkaitOTnakfia musical about aTrcrtskyite 
pastry che£ Impossible to pigeon-hole, AprUe 


SEUL CONTRE TOUS (1S> 

Director Gaspar Nog 
Starring: PhHfppe Nahon, Blancfine Lenoir 
income to ■‘shit-bole'’ France. Your guide: a 
sodopathic butcher (NahorO who is pushed over 
the edge when he figures oat that someone has 
abused his daughter The style; crash-zooms and 



bowing out with a finale that’s both ridiculous and 
charming. Limited release 

ARLINGTON ROAD (IS) 

Director. Mafk Pefflngton 
Starring: Jeff Bridges, Tim Robbins 
Trouble’s a- brewing behind the manicured 
suburban lawns of Mark Islington's intriguing^ 
staged paranoia thrfllei; which sees Jeff Bridges’ 


of his outwardly respectable neighbour (Tim 
Robbins). Meanwhile, PeHington goes big on 


Hope Davies. Countrywide 

A NIGHT AT THE ROXBURY 05) 

Director John Fortenberry 
Starring: Wfll Ferrell, Chris Kattao 
" Fbrtenbeny’a indulgent showcase for Saturday 
Nightlife favourites Fterrefl and Kattanis so bovine 
that it moo& Here come ourimbedlic heroes: squab- 
bling with daddy (Dan Hedaya) and cruising the 
mall-spaces of Nineties LA, while one ham-fisted 
comedy sequence follows annthpr T TimV rm mhrmA 

Dumber without the wit One whole night. It only 
feels that long. Countrywide 


kind of wfaplashing fairground ride. Seal Contre 
Tbus is an atterrffon-grabbing debut for the multi- 
talenied Nod. But its harsh expose of modern 
France is compromised try its creator's refentiessly 
gimmicky style. Limited release 

SOUTHPAW (15) 

Director Liam McGraffi 
Starring; Francis Barrett 
This coarse-grained, warm-hearted film charts 
the rise of I)yeaJtM)Jd fight-welterweight Francis 
Barrett, an Irish traveller with dreams of 
Ofympic gbay Bobbing around the caravan sites 
of County Galway Liam McGrath’s documentary 
gently spotlights anfi-travefler prejudice while 
paying Bp-service to die views of local eccentrics. 
Southpaw is a shade soft in its centre, but it’s 
impeccably wefl-intentioned. Limited release 

WAKING NED CPG) 

Director. Kirk Jones 
Starring; Ian Barmen, David Kelly 
Good news first Ned, a satt-otthe-earth resident 
of TluJjy in rural Ireland, has just won the lottery 
Bad news; Ned is dead, and the lottery rep is 
already on bis way Cue a rattle-teg of comedic 
misadventure as two skallywags scheme to get 
their paws on the loot The film has a zesiy undertow 
of Mack comedy: but is too air-brushed for its own 
good. Countrywide 

Xan Brooks 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMEND S 

THE FIVE BEST FILMS THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 



Pleasantvllle (12) 
Pro Nineties teenagers are 
i nagMrwd into the world of 
a favourite Fifties sitcom 
and begin to exert a 
dramatic influence on its 
conformist black-and-white 
idyfl. A witty, inventive 
parable (right). 


Festen (15) 

D anish director Thomas Vinterberg’s superlative 
black comedy centres on the 60th birthday of a 
family patriarch who finds himself at the heart of 
dark secrets that unexpectedly emerge. 

The Thin Red Line (1 5) 

Iferrrace Malick returns to the screen after a 
3>year absence with a hugely ambitious film about 
the battle of Guadalcanal A war movie of a sort, 
though what that sort might be is uncertain. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader’s bleak study in fatherhood and 
fatalism, adapted from Russell Banks’s novel, 
stars Nidt Noire as a man struggling to escape the 
influence of his violent dad (James Coburn). 

Shakespeare In Love (15) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. With a multi-star cast 

Anthony Quinn 


Trollus and Cressfda 

(Olivier. NT, London) 
This theatre and this Shake- 
speare [day are made for 
each other, a feet proved by 
the masterly sweep and 
precision of focus in Trevor 
Nunn’s gifted production 
(right). To 19 May 


5*' 
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Shockheaded Peter 

(Lyric Hammersmith. London) 

The Smwdpeusr stories, served up as an unforgettably 
gory feast of the oomic macabre in this martian tty 
inventive evening of musk theatre. To JO Apr 

Copenhagen 

(Duchess Theatre, London) 

Micbael Frayn’s profound and haunting 
meditation on science, mortality and the 
mysteries of human motivation. To 7 Aug 

The Dispute 

(Poole Arts Centre) 

Nefl Bartini's devilishly good production of 
Marivaux’s dever tragi-cometfy. 23-27 Mar 

Volpone 

(Swan Theatre, Stratford) 

Comedies don’t come any funnier or more 
astringent than Ben Jonson’s brilliant dissection of 
avaricious, over-reaching egotism. To 36 Afar 

Paul Taylor 


Jackson Pollock 

(Tate Gallery) 

Big retrospective for the wild hero of Abstract 
Expressionism (going on Old Master). The 
build-up is slow and the end is sorry, but the brief 
“drip” period deserves every superlative. 7b 6 Jun 

Portraits by Ingres 

(National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense 
portraiture ever. Exquisite 
m&utges of Qcsh and fabric, 
dreams of sex and money 
(right). To 25 Apr 

Patrick Caulfield 

(Hayward Gallery) 

The modern object -world made luminous, Caulfield 
is a virtuoso of many styles, and this retrospective 
offers the range - notably those feu laconic outlines 
flooded with translucent colour. 7b 11 Apr 

Oppe Watercolour Collection 

(Whitworth. Manchester) 

Classic British waiercolours made largely' outdoors, 
including Alexander Cozens’ sketches, Constable, 
John Sell Column and Francis Townc. 7b 5 Apr 

Richard Deacon 

(Tare, Liverpool) 

Chunky, curvaceous assemblages of wood, metal, 
and plastic by the noted sculptor. 7b 16 May 

Tom LUBBOCK 


General Release 


Cinema 

COUNTRYWIDE 
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the hall 








THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

A trio Of interrelated shorts culled from the stories 
of Irving Welsh, The Acid House plays out in the 
landscape of inner-cily Edinburgh and darts with 
trio between a range of moods and tones. 

. 4 

ft AFFLICTION 05) 

• See The IndependertiRecorrmiends, above. 

ANTZtFG) 

If nothing else, this computer-animated trifle is 
surely the most unlikefyTOxxfyAIkn movie we wiD 
ever see The nard icon allegedly re-wrote the bulk 
of his dialogue to provide the voice of worfcer-ant 
Z, who breaks out from his totalitarian rut when 
be falls in with Princess Bala (Sharon Stone). 

BELOVED (15) 

Jonathan Demme’s adaptation of Tbni Morrison’s 
multi-layered novel was always going to make for 
an uneasy marriage; hopping shakily between 
upfront dramatics and down*is-the-mocn^ystidsm. 
Still, heartfelt acting and a vibrant visual sense 
papa - ova: all manner of cracks. 

A BUG’S LIFE OJ) 

. A Bug's Lift sees humble insect Ffik joining a flea 
X* circus in an effort to save Us community from 
9f marauding grasshoppers. 

CENTRAL STATION (15) 

Rio’s teeming terminus serves as the iaunchpad 
forTfeterSaDes’s Oscar-nomireitpd Brazilian fable 
about a retired schoolmarm and her abandoned 
nine-yearold charge. Hie trip takes in all facets of 
Brazils displaced and poverty stricken culture, 
yet Salles steadfastly refuses to make any heavy 
handed political point 

CUSS TRIP (LA CLASSE DE NEKSE) (15) 

Pity poor Nicolas, a bed-wet&^sdwo&py fantasist 
who is spirited off on a school skiing trip. Claude 
Miller's pungent child's-eye psycho -drama 
switches nervously between stark naturalism 
and florid dream sequences and, while there’s alot 
to admire in Class Trip, there's ultimately not 
«wu^tCTac«tolreepthefilm.goin& 

^ A DONT GO BREAKING MY HEART (FG) 
(i^Dcw'f Go Breaking my Heart wastes the skills 
‘ .. of ER's Anthony Edwards as a Yankee sports 
therapist adrift in Blighty. It also overplay s the 
supposed charms tf JemjySeagroveas the widowed 
mom he gets it together with. This romantic 
weepie wheezes on towards a finale so predictable 
that you'd have to be dead not to see it coming. 

ELIZABETH (15> 

Shekhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is 
another tale erf a female figurehead struggling to 
gain purchase in a male world. But Kapur largely 
•. neglects the opportunities for fun in a story of 
independence triumphing over cruelty 

; ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

wai Smith's fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman's pensioned -off Pentagon war horse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
afl manaw of gig Brother- type trouble. 

3®TEH (THE CELEBRATION) (15) 

, ‘ ^^7V/rKfeperid^Raronmi£TMis.ab^ 

H«*OUS KINKY (15) 

flauugh the badadroprfi970shlorocco treadsKate 
Wnsfets stogie-mum. her two daughters uowilBngly 
. In tow. Winslet docs well with a change-ofpace role 
.and (he child stars are startlingly gpod. 

RftARY AND JACKIE (151 
^-throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
W&teQn sustains Anand Tticker’s warts-and- 
aabtopic of fije Du Pre sisters. 

How STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15> 
Essentially the is Shirley \iUentxne with an Afro- 
^aerican spin, but Angela Bassett works hard to 
. JNBe an impression among the slide-show of 
jurist-brochure visuals. 

^CK FROST tf-G) , 

ti^jedorics of two Stars meet fiw an instant 

to U» way down goes Michad Keaton as a self- 


UFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITAE BELLA) CPG) 
In Roberto Benigoi's comedy the writer-director 
takes centre-stage as a clowning Jewish 
bookseUer in fascist Italy. He is spirited off to a 
death-camp and strives to convince his son that. 
it’s nothing more than an eccentric game. 

LITTLE VOICE 05) 

Holed up in he* bedroom, Jane Horrocks per fec ts 
Shirley Bass ey/ Judy Garland impersonations. 
Bracing black comedy, Horrocks’s vocal 
pyrotechnics, phis a marvellously weighted turn 
from Michael Caine push Little Voice through to 
the final curtain. With Ewan McGregtc 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

Don Roos’ harum-scarum trip through American 
gender politics leans heavily an a firecracker 
performance. CbristinaRhxi shines as the dastardly 
teen whose precocious antics r c*nd the adults 
(Martin Donovan, Lisa Kndrow) into a state. 

PAINTED ANGELS (15) ' 

The angels are whores; the paint from the 
gloomier end of the palette Jon Sanders’ revisionist 
western revolves around a frontier brothel presided 
over by Brenda Flicker's madam. Naturalistic 
acting goes hand-in-hand with Gerald Packer’s 
evocative visuals, though the downbeat handling 
makes it slow-going at times. 

PATCH ADAMS (12) 

Through the hallowed halls of medi cal co llege 
goes Hunter “Patch” Adams (Robin WBfiams); 
a shodtdoc who has the patients in stitches while 
gvmgarollecttvehenmtothestuf^Estabfishinent 
It’s Eke tiie ultimate distillation of the ultimate 
Robin Williams movie; the life sucked out 
and replaced by syrup. 

PERDVTA DURANGO (18) 

Alex DeLa Igfena's quasi-sequel to Iynch's Wild 
at Heart is a strutting Tex-Mex cape; tequDa-ed 
to the gills and running on a kind of posturing 
wackiness. Rosie P€rez acquits herself well as the 
heroine who abducts a pair of all-American virgins. 
It’s garish and annoyingly entertaining 

7C (PI) (157 

What sustains the film is the pure ingenuity of 
its central conceit, its ongoing “mathematics is 
the language of nature” mantra and the too-cool- 

foracbod demeanour 

PLEASANTVHUE (12) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (15) 

In Steven Spielberg's Second World Wfcr drama. 
Captain John Miller (Tbm Hanks) is dispatched 


out a young private behind enemy Ones and 
return him borne to safety. 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See Tfte Independent Recommends, above. 

THE THUN RED LINE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, lan Hart 
et aD weave through David Kane's Camden- set 
essay on urban romance. Although wiLly and 
well-observed the film cranks a subhme one-hour 
teleplay into double its natural length. 

TITANIC TOWN (15) 

In TVoubles-hit Belfast, circa 1972, the IRA and 
British forces are taking potshots at each 
othei; with civilians dying in the crossfire. Tb the 
rescue comes Jufie Walters’ concerned local 


man who dies arxi gets reinarnated 

® s snowman. And on the way up s 


low on dramatic oomph. 

URBAN LEGEND U8> 

Jamie Blanks's stalk-and-slash romp clones 

Scream’s in-jokes in much the same way that Its 

campus biller mimics the crimes of popular myth. 

The resuttisastrangely inconsequential bloodbath. 

YOU'VE GOT MAIL (PG> 

DfrectorNbra Efchroo ushers Tbm HhoksandMleg 


ABERDEEN 

ODEON (08705-050007); There’s 
Something /Ux>ur Mary ( 1 5). Tfou've 
GotM@n (PG); The Rugrats Movie 
(U): Patch Adams (12); A Bugs Life 
(U): Waking Ned (PG); Payback (i 8); 
Pleasantvflte (12); The Thin Red 
Une (15); Madeline (U) 

VIRGIN (0541-202050): Jade Frost 
(PG): Urban legend (18); GoocffcJ- 
las (18); Ranch Adams (12); The TNn 
Red Lkie (15); The Rugrats Movie 
(U): Waking Ned (PG); Shakespeare 
in Love (15); Madeline (U); Arfng- 
con Road (15); Thk Uwe (1 8); 
You’ve Got M@fl (PG); A Bug’s Life 
(U): Pteasantuflle (12): flyback (18) 

AYR 

ODEON (08705-050007); My 
Name is Joe (1 5); A Bug’s Ufe (U); 
Pleasamville (12); Antz (PG); 
You’ve Got M@8 (PG): GodzOla 
(PG); The Thin Red Une (15); The 
Rug^ats Movie (U); Madeline (U): 
Small Soldiers (PG); Payback (18); 
Patch Adams (12) 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS 

APOLLO ASTRA (0122^825354): 
the Rugrais Movie (li); The thin 
Red Lkie (15); A Bug^ Lite (U); Pay- 
back (18); there's Something 
About Maiy (15); Shakespeare hi 
Love (1 5); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
A Might at the Rostbury (1 5); Patch 
Adams (12); Waking Ned (PG) 

BIRMINGHAM 

MAC (0T2T-440 3838); Hilary And 
Jackie (15); La Classe de Neige 
(15); the Apple (Sib) (PG) 

ODEON (08705-050007); Madeline 
(U); tbu Ve Got M@n (PG); The Ihi- 
gracs Movie (U); Shakespeare in 
Love (15): Jack Frost (PG): Pleas- 
antvfne (12); Fear and Loathing In 
Las Vegas (18): The Exorcise (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) (18); The 
Rarent Rap (PG); lAMcmg Ned (PG): 
Arlington Road (15); Patch Adams 
(12); A Bug's Ufe (U); A Night at 
Che Raxbury (15); The Thin Red 
Une (15); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Urban Legend (18) 

ARCADIAN CENTRE VIRGIN 
(0541-555177): A Bug's Ufe (U): 
Pleasan trifle (12); Waking Ned 
(PG): This Year's Love (18): The 
TWn Red Une (15); Vbu’ve Got 
M@fl (PG); Jack Frost (PG); Ar- 
lington Road (15); Shakespeare hi 
Love (15): ftiyback (18): Madeline 
(U); Urban Legend (18); The Ru- 
grats Movie (U); Patch Adams (12) 

BLACKPOOL 

ABC CHURCH STREET (01253- 
627207); The Rugrats Movie (U): 
Arlington Road (1 5); A Bug's Ute 
(U): Jack Frost (PG): Patch Adams 
(1 2); A Night at the Rmbury (1 5) 

ODEON (08705-050007): payback 
(18): Babe: PJgbi the City (U): Ur- 
ban Legend (18); Yj L l've Got M@il 
(PG); Patch Adams (12): A Bug's Ute 
(U); A Night at the Raxbury (15); 
Antz (PG); Aribigtan Road (1 5); The 
Horse Whisperer (PG); V iang Ned 
(PG); Madeline (U); Pfeasantvifle 
(12): Paul te (U); The thin Red Line 
(15): Small Sohflers (PG); Shake- 
speare in Love (15); the Rugrats 
Movie (U); Grease pOth Anitiv&sary 
Ecfipon) (PG); Little Voice (15) 

BOLDON COLUERY 
VIRGIN (0541-550512); the Thin 
Red Une (15): Arikigton Road (15): 
Lai Badshah (PG); A Bug’s Ute (U); 
Pleasantvllle (12); Wakfaig Ned 
(PG): The Parent Trap (PG); Jack 
Ftost (PG): The Rugrats Movie (U); 
You've Got M@n (PG); Urban leg- 
end (78): Shakespeare In Love (15): 

A Night at the Raxbury (15); 

Patch Adams (12): Madeline (U): 
This Year's Love (18) 

BOLTON 

VIRGIN MEGAPLEX (1/Mey Cerwer- 
tainment) (0870-307 0714): Utde 
Vbfce (1 5); P&ybatk (18): A Bug’s Ute 
(U): Saving Private Ryan (IS): Shake- 
speare hi love (15): The Rugrats 
Movie (U): TWs Year's love ( 18 ): 
Pleasancville (12); Jack Frost (PG); 

Madeflne (U); Lai Badshah (FG); Ar^ 
Ungton Road (1 5): IfouVe Got M@n 

(PG): The Thanan Show (PG); fttch 
Adams (12); waking Ned (PG): Antz 
(PG): The TWn Red Line (1 5); Urban 
Legend (18): The Parent Trap (PG); 

A Night at the Ronbury (1 5) 

WARNER VILLAGE (01204 
669988); Shahhed-e-Mohabbae 
(NQ: Urban Legend (18); Waking 
Ned (PG): Saving Private Ryan 
(15): Utde Vbice (15): Arlington 
Road (15): Shakespeare hi Love 
(15); The Rugrats Movie (UJ; 

A Night at the Rortbury (15)j 
Jack Frost (PG): YbuVe Got 


Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels (IB); The Thin Red Une 
(15); This Year's Love (18); 
Rubber (U); Payback (18) 

BOOTLE 

SWITCH ISLAND LEISURE PARK 
(0151-525 2020); This tear's Love 
(TB); Shakespeare in Love (15): 
Madeline (U); Pleasantville (12); 
Antz (PG); teu've Got M@fl (PG); 
Patch Adams (12); ArBngton Road 
(1 5); Waking Ned (PG); A Night at* 
the Raxbury (15); Saving Private 
Ryan (1 5); The Thin Red line (1 5): 
Urban Legend (18); A Bug's Ute 
(U) ; Babe: Pig In the a ty(U): Great 
Expectations (1 5); Jack Frost (PG); 
Utde Vbice (15): Payback (16); The 
Rugrats Movie (ti) 

BROMBOROUGH 
ODEON (08705-050007); Small 
Soldiers (PG); Urban Legend (18); 
A Bug's Lite (U): Lode, Stock ft Two 
Smoking Barrels (18); Payback 
(1 8); teu've Got M@fl (PG): Uttle 
Vbice (15): This Year's Love (18); 
Arlington Road (15); Jack Frost 
(PG); Saving Private Ryan (15): 
A Night at the Raxbury (15); 
Madeline (U): Patch Adams (12); 
Pteasantville (12); Mbking Ned 
(PG); The Thin Red Line (15); 
Shakespeare in Love (15); The Par- 
ent Dap (PG); Babe Pig in the Qcy 
(IT): The Rugrats Movie (U) 

BURNLEY 

HOLLYWOOD PARK (01282- 
456222); A Bug's Ute (U); This 
Year's Love (1 8); Arlington Road 
(1 5); Payback (1 8); Shakespeare in 
Love (1 5) : Saving Private E^fim( 15); 
Madeline (U); Babe; Pig in the Qty 
(U): Waking Ned (PG); The Thin Red 
Line (15); Lodt. Stock &1Vro Smok- 
ing Bands (18): The Rufats Movie 

(U): A Night at die Raxbury (15): 
Jack Frost (PG); Fbrch Adams (1 2) 

BURY 

WARNER VILLAGE (0161-766 
2440); FhJbber (U); The Thfn Red 
Une (15); ltery Bad Tldngs (18): A 
Bug's Ute (U): Jack Frost (PG); Sav- 
ing Private Ryan (15); A Night at 
the Raxbury (1 5); Arfington Road 
(1 5); Lhde Voice (15): I^tch Adams 
(12); Enemy oF the State (1 5); EDz- 
abedi (1 5); Mfaking Ned (PG); teu’ve 
GotM@9 (PG); Shakespeare In love 
(15): Urban Legend (18): Madeline 
(U); Payback (18): Pieasanwffle 
(12); The Rugrats Movie (U) 

CARLISLE 

CITY CINEMA (0 1 22 8-51 4654) ; 
Patch Adams (12); Payback (18); 
teu've Goc M@il (PG); Madeline 
(U); Bbabeth (15); Jack Frost (PG) 

LONSDALE CINEMAS (01228- 
514654); The Rugrats Movie (U); 
PleasantvfDe (12); Arlington Road 
(15); A Bug’s Ufe (U); EHzabetii 
(1 5): Shakespeare in Love (1 5); The 
Thin Red Une (15) 

CHESTER 

ODEON (08705-050007): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG); Pleasantville (12): 
Madeline (IF); Fbtch Adams (12); 
Shakespeare in Love (15): A Bug’s 
Life (U); The Acid House (18); VWkr 
ing Ned (PG); The Rugrats Movie (U); 
Payback (18): The TWn Red Line (15) 

VIRGIN (0541-555158); Arling- 
ton Road (15): teu’ve Goc M@3 
(PGJ; The Parent Trap (PG): This 
tear's Love (1 8): The Thin Red Line 
(15); Patch Adams (12); Pfeas- 
an trifle (12); A Bug's Lite (U): The 
Rugrats Movie (U); Waking Ned 
(PG); Shakespeare in Love (15) 


CINEWORLD. ALMA LEISURE 
PARK (01246-277000): Shake- 
speare hi Love (15); A Bug's Ufe 
(U); Urban Legend (18); A light at 
die Rmbury (15); Pleasantville (12); 
This tear's Love (1 8); The Rugrats 
Movie (U): Arlington Road (15); The 
Secret Garden (U): Saving Private 
Ryan (1 5); Jack Frost (PG); teu've 
Got M@il (PG); Madeline (U); 
Small Soldiers (PG); Patch Adams 
(12); Writing Ned (PG): Dancing at 
Lughnasa (PG): The Thin Red Line 
(1 5); Payback (18); Little Vbke (1 5) 

CLYDEBANK 

1X3 (0990-888990); A Night at the 
Anbury (15); The Trimufl Show 
(PG); Saving Private Ryan (15): 
Madeline (U); The Rugrats Movie 
(U): The Thbi Red Une (15); teu've 
Goc M@H (PG); Arlington Road (15); 
waking Ned (PG): dale Voice (15); 
Jack Frost (PG): Hum rvapke DB 
Mein Retire Hain (PG); The Prince 
of Egypt (U); S h akespeare in Lowe 
(15): Elizabeth (15): Payback (18); 
A Bug's Ufe (U): Pleasantvllle (12); 
Urban Legend (18); TMs tear’s Love 
(18): Patch Adams (12) 

COVENTRY 

ODEON (08705-050007); Arling- 
ton Road (15); Patch Adams (12); 

The Prince of Egypc (U); The 


Payback (18); Vlfeklng Ned (PG); Jack 
Rost (PG); The Rugrats Movie (U); 
The X-Ffles (15): The Add House 
(18): Pleasancville (12); Shake- 
speare in Love (1 5): Dr DoHtde (PG) 

DERBY 

UCI 10 (0990-888990); The Ru- 
grats Marie (li); This tear's Love 
(18): The Mask of Zbrro (PG); 
Pleasantville (12); Uttle Voice 
(1 5): Madeline (U); Saving Private 
Ryan (15): Elizabeth (15); Arling- 
ton Road (15); Shakespeare In Love 
(15): Patch Adams (12); teu've Got 
M@3 (PG): A Night at the RoKbury 
(1 5); The Human Show (PG); Jack 
Frost (PG); The Thin fed Line (15); 
Urban Legend (18); A Bug's Ufe 
(U); Victory (15); Payback (18); The 
Mighty (PG): Mighty Joe Young 
(PG); Wtaking Ned (PG) 

DONCASTER 

ODEON (08705-050007); Saving 
Private Ryan (1 5): Sense and Sen- 
sibility (U); Madeline (U); Patch 
Adams (12); Urban Legend (18); 
Payback (IB) 

WARNER VILLAGE (01302- 
' 371 371); Pfeasantvifle (12); Payback 
(18); Urban Legend (78); The fe- 
grats Movie (U);Patdi Adams (12); 
Mbking Ned (PG); ArOngton Road 
(15); teu've Got M@fl (PG): The Thin 
fed Une (15); A Bug's Ute (U); Jack 
Frost (PG); Madeline (U); Shake- 
speare in Love (15); Rubber (U) 

DUNDEE 

ODEON (08705-050007): The Ru- 
grats Movie (U); teu’ve Goc M@il 
(PG); A Bug’s Ute (U); Payback 
(18); The Thin Red Une (15);atch 
Adams (12): Antz (PG); The Acid 
House (18): Pleasantville (12); 
Mbking Ned (PG); Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels (1 8); The Ex- 
orcist (25ch Anniversary Rerelease) 
(18); The Parent Trap (PG); 
Arlington Road (1 5) 

EDINBURGH 

ABC FILM CENTRE (OT31-228 
1638); This tear's Lowe (18): Paws 
(PG); The Rugrats Movie (U): 
Batch Adams (12); Shakespeare in 
Love (15): teu've Got M@il (PG); 
A Night at the Raxbury (15); 
A Bug's Ute (U) 

ABC WESTER HAILES (0131-453 
2492); Mbking Ned (PG); The Thin 
fed Une (1 5); Jack Frost (PG); The 
fegrets Movie (U); This tev's Love 
(1 8); A Night at the Roocbury (15): 
Pleasantville (12); Madeline (U); 
teu've Goc M@U (PG); A Bug's Ute 
(U); fetch Adams (12); Arlington 
Road (15): Shakespeare in Love 
(15); Urban Legend (18) 

CAMEO (0131-228 4141); The 
Last Days of Disco (75); Seui Con- 
tre Tous (1 Stand Alone) (18); Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG)-, Psycho 
(1 5); Lai Baadshah (PG): The Thin 
Red Line (15); The Add House (1 8); 
Central Station (15V, My Name 
is Joe (15) 

DOMINION (01 31 -447 4771): 
Arlington Road (15): Hilary and 
Jackie (15); Shakespeare in Love 
(15); Mbking Ned (PG); A Bug's 
Ute (U) 

FtLMHOUSE (0131-228 2688); 
Affliction (15); Fasten (15); Aprile 
(12); Dark Victory (NQ; Golden 
Balls (18): Affliction (15); Lotte 
In WeJmer (NQ; Antz (PG); Bky- 
deren (UJ; Aprile (12); La Vita 6 
Bella (PG) 

ODEON (08705-050007); Lock, 
Stock & Ttoo Smoking Barrels 
(18); Mbking Ned (PG); A Bug’s 
Ute (U); The Rugrats Movie (U); 
This Year's Love (18); The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Small Soldiers 
(PG); The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) (18); The 
Thin Red Line (15); Pleasantville 
(12): Payback (18): Madeline 
(U>: The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
fetch Adams (12) 


GATESHEAD 

Ua 11 METROCENTRE (0990- 
888990): Payback (18): teu've 
Got M@il (PG); The Thfn fed Une 
(15): Mbking Ned (PG); Aarzoo 
(PG); The Rugrats Movie (U); 
Shakespeare In Love (15); Uttle 
Ifelce (15); A Night at the Raxbury 
(15); Jack Frost (PG); Mighty Joe 
Young (PG); Urban Legend (18); 
Savbig Private Ryan (1 5): Hixabeth 
(15); This tear's Love (18): fetch 
Adams (12); Arlington Road (1 5): 
Madeline (U): A Bug’s Ute (U) 

GLASGOW 

ABC CLARKSTON ROAD (0141- 
637 2641); Arlington Road (15): 
Madeline (U); You've Got M@il 
(PG); The Rugrats Movie (U); A 
Bug’s Ute (U); fetch Adams (12); 
PI easan trifle (12) 

ABC SAUCHIEHALL STREET 
(01 41 -332 1 592); Arlington Road 
(1 5); A Bug’s Lite (U): A Night at 
the Roacbury (15); The Rugrats 
Movie (U); Jack Frost (PG); Shake- 
speare in Love (1 5); fetch Adams 
(12); This Viear's Love (18) 

THE BOMBAY CINEMA (0141-419 
0722); Araoo (PG) 

CALEDONIAN GROSVENOR 
(01 4 1-339 4298) ;» (Pi) (15): fey- 
back (18); A Bug's Ute (U); Ed 
Mfood (1 5): The Rugrats Marie (U); 
Saving Private Ryan (1 5); La vita 
E Bella (PG); Paths of Glory (NQ; 
The Fflntstones (U) 

ODEON (08705-050007); Made- 
line (U): The Thin fed Une (15): 
feyback (18); A Bug's Ute (Uj; 
Pleasantville (12); This Year’s 
Love (18): Waking Ned (PG); YbuVe 
Got M@3 (PG); The Rugrats Movie 
(U); fetch Adams (12) 

SPRINGFIELD QUAY (0B7O5- 
050007); fetch Adams (12); Sav- 
ing Private Ryan (15); PteasantvfUe 
(12): Jack Rost (PG); YbuVe Goc 
M@U (PG); ArBngton toad (15); 
Mbking Ned (PG); Shakespeare in 
Love (l 5); The Thiman Show (PG); 
The Thtai Red Une ( 1 5] ; A Bug’s Lite 
(U); Urban Legend (18); Utde Vbice 
(1 51; Ann (PG); La Vita 4 Bella (PG); 
A Night at die Raxbury (15): This 
tear’s Love (18); Madeline (U); 
Payback (18) 

VIRGIN FORGE R4RKHEAD (0541- 
555136): The Rugrats Movie (U); 
waking Ned (PG); The Thin Red 
Line (15): A Bug's Ufe (U): Ar- 
lington Road (15); Jack Frost 
(PG); feyback (18); This Year's Love 
(18); Madeline (U); fetch Adams 
(12); PteasantvfUe (12) 

HARROGATE 

ODEON (08705-05000T); Made- 
line (U); Antz (PG); Babe: Pig bi 
the Qty (U); The Rugrats Movie (U); 
Pleasantvflte (12); ABug^slJfe (U); 
The Thin Red Line (15): fetch 
Adams (12): Grease (20th An- 
niversary Edition) (PG): Payback 
(18): Shakespeare in Love (15) 

HARTLEPOOL 

HARTLEPOOL WARNER VILLAGE 
(01429-263 263); Payback (18); 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Madeline 
(U); A Bug's Ute (U); The Rugrats 
Movie (U); Shakespeare in Love 
(15); Babe: Pig In the Qty (U); 
fetch Adams (12); Urban Legend 
(18): The Thin fed Line (15): 
Pleasancville (12); You’ve Got 
M@ii (PG): Arlington toad (15): 
Mbking Ned (PG) 

HUDDERSFIELD 
IK3 (0990-888990): A Simple Wish 
(U); teu’ve Got M@il (PG); Shake- 
speare in Love (1 5); Madeline (U): 
Jack Frost (PG); The Thin Red line 
(15): Payback (18): razabeth (l 5); 

A fee's Life (U); Writing Ned (PG): 
The Truman Show (PG); A Night at 
the Raxbury (15); Pteasantvflle (12); 
Urban Legend ( 18 ): Aarzoo (PG); 
The' Rugrats Movie (U); fetch 
Adams (12); Arlington Road (15) 


UO (0990-888990): Enemy of the 
State (15); fetch Adams (12); 
Pleasantville (12); Madeline (U): 
Urban Legend (18); Jack Frost 
(PG); A Night at the Rmbury (15); 
Saving Private Ryan (7 5); A Bug's 
Ute (U); The Rugrats Movie (U); 
Elizabeth (15); Payback (18); 
Shakespeare bi Love (15): Ar- 
lington Road (15): Uttle Vbfce 
(15): This tear’s Love 118); The 
Thin Red Une (15); The Thiman 
Show (PG); Mbking Ned (PG); 
You’ve Got M@It (PG): La Marts 
(PG) 

muORK 

ABC CINEMA (01 324-631 71 3)r 
The Rugrats Movie (U); Payback 
(T8U Madeline (U); A Night at the 
Rtwbury (15); fetch Adams (12); 
A Bug's Ute (U); Saving Private 
Ryan (15) 


GAINSBOROUGH 
TKlfUPf ARTS CENTRE 101 427- 

-V- , . „ , I (12); Sizabeth (15): Pteasannnue TneinmKea une (15): Small Sol- 810710): tonk, fisv Tmtfciand 

^s'jtofe^ddv'ashis best nwt& They meet, eotoedy ^zapped out of ds nit by a shrewd | J 12 j. ^ ^ State n5]: diers (PG); a Bug’s ute (U); MysteS of Sh^uES"^ 

^^JbtoamlftaTnulaltinfehadbj*^ Internet 


STS rafflcsftffissss asaMgsasa 


HULL 

ODEON (08705-050007): Pleas- 
antvflte (12): Dr Donnie (PG); 
The Thin Red Une (15); The Ru- 
grats Movie (U); Mbking Ned (PG); 
StarTtek: Insurrection (PG); Small 
Sokflers (PG); The Prince of Egypt 
(U); Uttle Voice (15); A Night at 
the Raxbury (15); fetch Adams 
(12); Vbu’ve Got M@il (PG): Pay- 
back (18); A Bug's Ufe (U); Ar- 
lington Road (15): Shakespeare tai 
Love (1 5); Savtaig Private Ryan (1 5); 
This Year’s Love (1 8); Velvet Gold- 
mine (18); Jack Frost (PG) 

UCI 8 ST ANDREWS QUAY (0990- 
888990): Jack Frost (PG); Arling- 
ton Road (15); Kachche Dhaage 
(PG); A Bug’s Ufe (U); Payback 
{18); The Rugrats Movie (U); 
Shakespeare in Love (15); uttle 
Voice (15): Mighty Joe Young 
(PG); fetch Adams (12); Madeline 
(U); Elizabeth (15); Pleasan trifle 
(12): You've Got M@» (PG); 
Waking Ned (PG): A Simple 
Mflsh (U) 


INVERNESS 

EDEN COURT THEATRE (01463- 
234274); Hideous Kinky (15); teur 
Friends and Neighbors (18) 

CALEDONIAN CINEMAS (01463- 
233302); The Rugrats Movie (U): 
Patch Adams (12): Uttle Voice (15): 
This Year's Love ( 18): A Bug's Ute 
(U): 101 Dalmatians (U); The Tru- 
man Show (PG) 

WARNER VILLAGE (01463- 
711147); Payback (18); Shake- 
speare in Love (1 5); fetch Adams 
(12): A Bug's Ute (li): Flubber (U); 
teu've Goc M@fl (PG): Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15): Pleasantville (12): 
Hie Rugrats Movie (U); Madeline 
(U); The Thin Red Une (15): Jack 
Ftost (PG); Arlington Road (1 5); 
Mbking Ned (PG) 

LEEDS 

ABC CINEMA (0113-245 2665); 
The Rugrats Movie (U); Jack Frost 
(PG); Shakespeare in Love (15); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); Patch 
Adams (12); A Night at the Rax- 
bury (15) 

COTTAGE ROAD CINEMA (0113- 
230 2562); The Thin Red Line 
(1 5); Madeline (U): The Rugrats 
Movie (U) 

HYDE PARK (0113-275 2045); 
The Opposite of Sex (18); The Eel 
(Unagi) (18); The Big Sleep (15); 
Akira (12) 

LOUNGE (01 13-230 2562); Shake- 
speare in Love (15); Patch Adams 
(12); A Bug’s Ufe (U) 

ODEON (08705-050007); Les M»- 
Erables (12); Pleasantvllle (12); 
teuVeGocM@fl (PG); A Bug's Ute 
(U); Arlington Road (15): Madeline 
{UJ: The Thin Red Line (15); Wak- 
ing Ned (PG); Payback (18) 

WARNER VILLAGE (0113-279 
9855); Patch Adams (12); Payback 
(1 B); Saving Private Ryan (1 5): Very 
Bad Things (18); Shakespeare in 
Love (15); A Bug’s Ute (U); Rub- 
ber (U); Urban Legend (IB); You’ve 
Got M@H (PG); This Year’s Love 
(18); Mbking Ned (PG); Pleas- 
antville (12); Utde Voice (1 5); Ar- 
lington Road (15); The Thin Red 
Une (15); Madeline (U); The Ru- 
grats Movie (U); Jack Frost (PG) 

LEICESTER 

ODEON FREEMENS PARK 
(08705-050007); Saving Private 
Ryan (15): The Rugrats Movie (U); 
teu've Got M@H (PG): Waking Ned 
(PG); Arlington Road (15); Pleas- 
antville (12); Madeline (U); Jack 
Frost (PG): Urban Legend (18): 
fetch Adams (12); This Mar's Love 
(18); payback (18); Small Soldiers 
(PG); Shakespeare in Love (15); 

A Night at the Raxbury (15): 
Babe: Pig ai the Oty (U); The Prince 
of Egypt (UJ; A Bug's Ufe (U); 
Lai Badshah (PG) 

WARNER VILLAGE (0116-282 
7733); You've Got M@il (PG); 
Elizabeth (15): Jack Frost (PG); 
Shakespeare in Love (1 5); Waking 
Ned (PG); The Rugrats Movie (U): 
This tear's Love (18);ABug’s Ute 
(U); The Thin RedUne (15): Urban 
Legend (18); fetch Adams (12): 
Rubber (U): Arlington toad (1 5); 
Madeline (U): Pleasan trifle (12): 
Payback (18); Uttle Voice (15) 

LINCOLN 

ODEON CINEMA (08705-050007); 
Arflngton Road (15); Writing Ned 
(PG); Shakespeare bi Lne (1 5); fetxh 
Adams (1 2); The Rugrats Movie (U); 

A Bug's Lite (U); My Name Is Joe 
(1 5); Pteasantvflle (12): Payback (18); 
The Thin Red Une (1 5); Madeline (U); 
Antz (U); Les Mis£rabtes (12) 

LIVERPOOL 

ABC ALLERTON (0151-724 3550); 
The Rugrats Movie (U); MouseHunt 
(PG); A Bug's Ufe (U) 

ODEON (08705-050007); The Thin ■ 
Red Line (15): Patch Adams (12); 
Mbking Ned (PG); A Bug's Ute (U) 

PLAZA (0151-474 4076): The Ru- 
grats Movie (U): Ana (PG): Shake- 
speare bi Love (15): Patch Adams 
(12); A Bug’s Ute (U): Hilary and 
jadde ( 1 5): The Thtai Red Une ( 7 5) 

VIRGIN (0541-555146): TWs tear's 
Love (18): Patch Adams (12); 
Vbu’ve Got M@H (PG): Mbking Ned 
(PG); Hum Aapke Hain Noun..! (U): 
Pleasantville (12); Jack ftost (PG); 
Shakespeare in Love (1 5): The Thtai 
Red Line (1 5); Arflngton Road (15); 
Payback (18): Tiie Rugrats Movie 
(U); A Bug's Life (U) 

WOOLTON PICTURE HOUSE 
(0151-428 1919); The Rugrats 
Movie (U); Shakespeare In Low (15); 
Elizabeth (1 5); A Bug's Ute (U) 


LUTON 

ABC CINEMA (0870-902 0422); 
fetch Adams (1 2); A Bug’s Ute (U); 
Jack Frost (PG); The Rugrats 
Movie (UJ: Saving Private Ryan 
(1 5); A Night at the Rtsbury (1 5) 
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Deutsche ups cash call to DM6bn 

Deutsche bane said yesterday that it was increasing the 
size of the rights issue to hind its $lObn (£625bn) purchase 
of Bankers Trust by 50 per cent to DM6bn (£2.07bn). The 
German giant said the extra cash would help equip it for 
“continuing consolidation” in Europe’s hanKng industry. 

C h ai rm a n Rolf Breuer dampened speculation that the 
bigger call meant Deutsche would step into the bank bid 
war in France. There has been talk thk Deutsche could 
partially underwrite BNP’s bid for SodCte Generate. The 
bank's shares fen 1.23 euros to 50.65 on the cash call news. 
Net income, including the DM3.2bn windfall dividend from 
the banks Daimler-Benz shareholding, tripled to DM3.4bn. 

Pilkington restructuring on target 

HRinnnnM paolo scaroni, chief 

1C0 said yesterday the benefits 

. were coming through from 

1A0 the restructuring of the 

120 J’ Vj glass maker’s European 

v operations, with margins 

100 V almost double last year’s 

ao . k and prices firm. Demand 

vAlJ^Z for float glass in Europe, 

60 Pflkjngttm’s largest single 

40 =— business area, is running at 

AWj.J ASONDJ FM_J similar levels to last yean 

while plant disposals and 
closures in Britain and Germany are mostly completed. 
Mr Scaroni confirmed the group would take a £30m 
charge in the fall year for exchange rate related losses 
in Poland, Mexico and Brazil. 

Goldsmiths bids £44m to go private 

GOLDSMITHS, the jewellery chain, yesterday became the 
latest company to give up on the stock market when its 
management bundled a £44m bid to take the group 
private. The management team, led by chief executive 
Jurek Piasedn and backed by the Alchemy venture capital 
group, is offering i83p per share. Ibis is a 9 per cent 
premium over the previous day's dosing price but a 63 per 
cent premium over the price just before Christmas when 
the management made its first approach. 
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BICC rebuffs £379m 
Wassail takeover bid 




BICC HAS turned down a 
takeover approach from Was- 
sail, the aggressive venture 
czqpitzQ vebide, which valued toe 
beleaguered construction-to- 
cables group at £379m. 

Wassail last night revealed 
that it had made the tentative 
offei; which was pitched at 90p 
cash for each BICC ordinary 
share, to BICCs board last Fri- 
day. Howevet; BICC rebuffed tire 
approach earlier this week, 
prompting Wassail to make its 
tentative approach public. 

Chris MiDer; Wassail’s chief 
executive, said: “We believe 
that this proposal should be 
brought to the attention of BICC 
shareholders and continue to 
seek a constructive dialogue 
with the board of BICC ” 


National 
Express 
takes on 
US school 
buses 


BY PHILIP THORNTON 
Transport Correspondent 


NATIONAL EXPRESS, the pub- 
lic transport group, is plan- 
ning an attack on the £8bn 
American school bus market as 
part of a strategy to create an 
international business. 

The group said it was in a 
strong position and could spend 
up to £250m “tomorrow" be- 
cause of Its low gearing. It said 
up to 40 per cent of sales could 
come from overseas within two 
years. 

Colin Child, the National Ex- 
press deputy chief executive, 
said the US school bus network 
- the country’s largest trans- 
port system -was ripe for con- 
solidation and privatisation. He 
said two-thirds of the system 
was still run by public sector 
school boards. 

“The other third in the pri- 
vate sector is fragmented and 
run by 5,000 “mom and pop' or- 
ganisations,” he said. 

Last September National 
Express bought two operators 


By Peter Thallabsen 

Mr Miller said he wanted 
BICCs shareholders to be 
aware oHfassalPs interest so 
they could make a decision 
about whether the price wasfeit 

However BICC said the offer 
was inadequate and did not re- 
flect the work that had been 
done in turning the company 
around. 

Alan Jones, the chiefexecu- 
tive, called for TfessaU to make 
a formal offer: “They ought to 
put their cards on the table and 
say whm they precisely want to 
do,” he said. "I'm sure the 
shareholders would expect 
them to do it properly.” 

BICC is this morning ex- 
pected to release an official 


statement to the Stock Ex- 
change exp laining why it re- 
jected the offer: 

The stock market will this 
morning have its first opportu- 
nity to respond the news, whidi 
was announced after the close 
.-of tr ading yesterday. BICC 
shares dosed down l.5p at 82p 
yesterday, while Wassail shares 
were up 25p at 5MHL5p. 

Apart from its cash offer for 
BICC ordinary shares, Was- 
sail is also proposing to offer 
CLIO worth of 10.75 per cent 
loan stock for each of BICCs 
2QQm convertible preference 
shares. 

Wassail’s move follows 
months of speculation that it 
was preparing a bid for BICC. 
The company, which turned it- 


self from a nrim-conglomerate 
mto a venture ve- 

hicle Last year, has been bufld- 
ing a shareholding in BICC 
since last autumn. Itcurrently 
owns more than 9 percent of 
BICC. 


months after Whssafl took con- 
trol of TLG, the fighting group, 


Cooper Industries, the US di- 
versified electricals group. 

Shares in BICC have more 
Hum halved in price in the past 
yeai; mainly due to sharp price 

fans and glidin g rtem and far it-g 

cables businesses as a result of 
the Asian crisis and worldwide 
economic slowdown. 

Last week, the group re- 
ported a pre-tax loss of £34m for 


the year to jDecember 1908, 
compared to a^loss of £30m in 
1997, Beforeexceptionals, prof- 
its fell from mam to £70m. 

BICC shareholders have fre- 
. quently pressured the compa- 
ny to separate its Balfour 
Beatty construction arm from 
its cables operations. Howev- 
er Alan Jones, the chief exec- 
utive, has constantly rejected 
this. 

Whssall last night insisted 
that it intended-loo had for the 
whole of BICC. It also stressed 
it wanted to bid on its own. 

Howeves; analysts said that 
if it succeeded Wfessafl would be 
likely to find another buyer for 
Balfour Beatty allowing it to 
concentrate on improving the 
cables business. 



PhiJ White, National Express chief executive, and Colin Child (behind), deputy chief executive MogaiiDetporte 


with 1,750 buses, making it the 
US’s fifth largest operator. Mr 
Child said National Express 
had been attracted to the US, 
and to Australia where it is bid- 
ding for rail franchises, be- 
cause of the common language 
and similar legal and accoun- 
tancy standards. 

Within two years, up to 40 per 
cent of turnover would come 
from overseas, including 30 per 


cent from the US from the cur- 
rent zero position. 

The expansion plans were 
revealed as the group, with 
interests in trains, airports, 
buses and coaches, announced 
a 77 per cent surge in annual 
profits for 1098 to £97ra from 
£54 An. 

Operating profits before ex- 
ceptional costs rose 14.4 per 
cent to £95.6m (£8S.6m). The 


total dividend was l6p per 
share, up from l3-5p. 

Much of the progress was at- 
tributed to the inclusion ofafull 
year performance for three 
tram operating companies ac- 
quired in 1997 - Central Tfcaics, 
ScotRail and Sflverfink. 

Together with the Gatwick 
Express and Midland Main 
line, the division saw turnover 
steam ahead to £918m and prof- 


its rise 315 per cent to £255m. 

Passenger growth ranged 
from 5 to 15 per cent on differ- 
ent routes, with passenger 
numbers up 7.5 percent to 137 
million. 

Mr White said National Ex- 
press planned to ask the Gov- 
ernment to extend its franchise 
terms far Central, ScotRail and 
Sflveriink beyond their current 
seven years. 


■t 5pm. German mon e y market rates equal eeni ret* 


Rover crashes GKN links with Agusta 
£650m into red to form helicopter giant 


rate cut 
pressure 


by Diane Coyle 
E conomics Editor 


BETAILER5 had aghim Feb- 
ruary according to official fig- 
ures yesterday. Alan; with weak 
i uniting figures, the news con- 
vinced many analyte that an- 
other interest rate ut is likely. 

The volume of ales on the 
high street dipped bg&3 per cent 
last month. There wis a L3 per 
cent rise m the year offebmary, 
-but the Office for Nitional Sta- 
tistics said the undriying rate 
of sales growth had slowed. 

“There is enough here to 
convince the Bank tf England 
the economy needs 3 bit more 
of a lift,*’ said Ciarfo Ban; an 
economist at Deutsthe Bank. 

Willem Buitei; throne mem- 
ber of the Monet^Wky Com- 
mittee to vote for an Merest rate 
cut earlier this monh, said yes- 
terday he fiavourd moving 
quickly to a level at vhich rates 
would not have to btcut again. 
However he added hat confi- 
dence indicators bai improved 
since January. “Thee has been 
a quick turnaround, he said. 

Most analysts seehe level of 
borrowing costs faDqgfrom the 
current 5.5 per cent a a trough 
of 5per cent or even 45 per cent 
- T&sterday’s statists showed 
declines in all categoaes of sales 
volumes in Ifebruary n year- on- 
year terms, sales of leasehold 
goods remain the stongest, up 


THE US trade deft it soared 
to a record $1659b» in Janu- 
ary as exports ofTJSgoods fefl 
and imports of stee and man- 
ufactured goods scared. 

The bilateral deficit with 
China showed a particularly 
big rise, up from i3.98bn in 
December to $4.8$m in Feb- 
ruary Steel impute from 
China jumped by 6 per cent 
The deficit with ipan nar- 
rowed from $L l 88bn to 
$4.66bn. but the owrall trade 
gap was about $bn wider 
than analysts hadexpected. 

The yawning ga> between 
imports and expots is likely 
to slow US econonic growth 
significantly during the year. 
Figures (m consuner prices 
showed them risinj by just QJ 
per cent in Ftebmry taking 
the annual inflatiui rate to L6 
per cent. The becrijn inflation 
outlook means tie Federal 
Reserve is expected to leave 
US interest rates mchanged. 
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HUGE RESTRUCTURING costs 
sent the Rover car company 
deep into the red last year; ac- 
cording to figures yesterday. 

Rover made a loss of around 
DML87bn (£650m) compared 
with a loss of £9lm in 1997. Its 
German owner BMW disap- 
pointed analysts with a 27 per 
cent fall in net profits to 
DM903m. 

BMW said the sharp rise in 
losses at Rover was a result of 
“model changes, market and 
currency factors and the re- 
structuring measures'’. 

The figures came as BMW ex- 
ecutives examined details of the 
Government’s offer of grants 
aimed at securing the future of 
Rover’s Longbridge plant, which 
employs 12,000 people. 

BMW is debating where to 
build the production site for the 
successor to the Rover 200 and 
400 series mid-range car It has 
submitte d grant applications to 


By Philip Thornton 

both the UK and Hungarian 
governments. 

Stephen Byers, Trade and 
Industry Secretary; confirmed 
that he had finalised a “complex’" 
package in time for BMW's 
board meeting yesterday. The 
subsidy package is believed to 
amount to £l80m. He expects 
further talks with BMW in the 
next few weeks. 

Tony Woodley chief car in- 
dustry negotiator for the Trans- 
port and General Wbrters trade 
union, said be was confident that 
BMW would choose Britain. 

Tifty fa sixty thousand jobs 
depend on this decision, and of 
course the company under- 
stands that and the British gov- 
ernment understands that,” he 
said. 


not expect an announcement 
until the middle of next week. 


GKN, the industrial group, yes- 
terday announced details of a 
deal to combine its Westland di- 
vision with Agusta of Ita^yto cro 
ate a new European helicopters 
group. 

Westland is to fink up with 
Agusta, a division of the Italian 

industrial gmnp ~F famtvyf>nip^ 

in a 50-50 joint venture. David 
; an execute director c£ 

GKN, will become the chairman. 

The deal is likely to delight 
Michael Heseltine, who first 
tried to combine Vfestland with 
a European group when lie was 
defence secretary in the mid- 
1980s. Mr Heseltine resigned 
after the plan was blocked by the 
then prime minister; Margaret 
Thatches; who favoured a US 
rescue. 

GKN yesterday stressed that 
far from being a rescue, Wfest- 
land and Agusta would form 
the second largest helicopter 
manufacturer in the world. 


By Andrew verity 

“Together they will form me 
of the world's premier helicopter 
companies with a broad range 
of civil and defence products, a 
strong order book and an exrit- 
ingprogramme of new products 
and technologies,” it said in a 
statement with Finmeecamca. 

The deal marks another step 
forward in the consolidation of 
the defence and aerospace in- 
dustries, leaving Europe with 
just two helicopter manufacture 
ers-Wfestiand/AgustaandEu- 
rocoptei; a consortium led by the 
French group Aerospatiale. 

Mr Wright said farther Eu- 
ropean deals could be in the off- 
ing. He declined to. rule, out a 
tie-up with Euroc^ter- a move 
that would put Boeing, the 
world’s biggest helicopter 
maker; on the back foot 

Executives have taken near- 
ly a year to thrash out details of 


the deal after announcing the 
plan in April last year ^sterday 
they named Amedeo Capo- 
raletti, president of Agusta, as 
chief executive. Richard Case, 
the chief executive of Westland, 
will be managing director 
More than -LSOQ staff will be 
transferred to the new compa- 
ny which already has an order 
book of £6.3bn. A surge in new 
orders led the group to recruit 
500 staff in the last year 
The companies have already 
worked together to develop the 
EHiOL a three-engined, 15- 
tonne helicopter used by the 
Royal Navy A total of 98 EHlOls 
have been ordered by the Royal 
Air Ebrce, the Italian Navy the 
Canadian Armed Forces and a 
customer in Japan. 

Analysts welcomed the deal 
but said more consolidation was 
needed. “There are still too 
many [helicopter groups] across 
the world,” said one. 


7 per cent Blanks t> the steady 
housing market lepartment 
stores are faring worly with 
sales down 22 percent in the 
year to February, fowevec the 
retell sales figures bve been er- 
ratic. The thniagrf ales around 
Christinas and Nerifear makes 
them difficult to interpret. 

Separately the lank of Eng- 
land repeated a slowdown in the 
growth of broad meey M4. Its 
growth rate dediod to 75 per 
cent last month. 

Both the Britisi Bankers’ 
Association and Bolding Soci- 
eties Association roorted weak 
lending in PbhruaoUnderiying 
growth in home loais remained 
buoyant, but Abbe; National's 
securitisation of Etta of raort- 


Adrian Coles, ESA director 




number of loans approved sig- 
nalled the possfoifilr of a spring 
pick-up in the houang market 
Approvals dimbec to 1,950 in 
February the hi^ied: level since 
September. Other iiiw lending to 
individuals slowedto £4 78m in 
February well bekw the recent 
monthly average. 


mww.bloomberg.com/uk 
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LONDON 

LONDON BLUE-CHIP shares yes- 
terday closed lower for the fifth 
consecutive session, hit by profit- 
taking and worries over the expiry 
of opti on c o nt ra cts. 

The FTSE 100 index fell 26.3 to 
6,114.3, with many buyers remain- 
ing on the sidelines ahead of 
today's expiry of the March options 
series, one of the stock market’s 
traditional bugbears. The smaller 
indices also came under selling 
pressure, with the FTSE 250 felling 
22 to 5,463.3 and the Small Cap end- 
ing i.l lower at &3T3.8. 

Market Report, page 21 


^^NEW YORK 

STOCKS CLUNG to thin gains in 
late morning trading, with 
transport and banks hi g hl ighting 
otherwise lacklustre trade. 
Analysts kept the 10,000 Dow 
threshold in mind, even though 
the market held below 9,900 for 
most of the morning. Any signs of 
a rally were stifled by bouts of 
profit taking ahead of today’s 
derivative expiries. 

As European bourses closed, 
the Dow average was up 17.5 
points at 9,896.9. The Nasdaq was 
op 7J$ at 2,446, and the S&P500 
was op 5.6 points at 1,303. 




TOKYO 




PARIS 


THE NIKKEI 225 index dosed more 
than 3 per cent down at 15,717.0 amid 
concern that the benchmark index’s 
recent rise had been excessive. 

Traders said Sony and the Bank of 
Tbkyo-Mitsubishi bore the brunt of 
the profit taking, which intensified 
towards the dose. Theheayywdghts 
both Mover 4 per cent 

Buying by foreign investors was 
the driving farce behind the recent 
rally in the Nikkei average, spurred 


taking long-awaited restructuring 
steps to steer themselves and the 
economy bade to recoveiy 


THE CAC 40 dosed down 0.42 per 
cent at 4,152, after earlier foiling 
as low as 4,093. France Telecom 
weighed on the blue diip index; 
foiling sharply after announcing 
flat profits for 1998, despite 
predictions that deregnlarisation 
across Europe's telecom markets 
would boost profits this yean 
LVMH rose 4^5 per cent after 
the luxury brands group said' with 
its 1998 results that the worst of 
the Asian crisis was behind it, 
while Renault climbed 1.9 per 
cent as worries over its planned 
tie-op with Nissan receded. 


FRANKFUItr 


THE BLUE-CHIP Xetra lax dosed 
down 0.73 per cent at 5,05.8, just 
above the psychological? 
important 5,000 point l&el amid 
light trade and uncertainly ahead 
of option expires today. 

Deutsche Bank led tie 
dediners, falling over 3 }er cent 
after it announced a larger than 
expected capital increas*, to fund 
its Banker's lirust acquistion, 
while Dresdher Bank fen 1.8 per 
cent on profit taking afte its 
recent rise on the back o' its 
French partner BNP’s bd for 
SocGen and Paribas. 
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RAJDIO 1 

PZ&398MHZ FM ) 

6.30 Zos BaJL 9uOO Simon Maya 
1200 Jo Wide/ 2 jOO MarkRad- 
cftffe 4UK> Chris Moytea Sj*S 
Newsbeat BJDO Pete Tbngfe Essen- 
tial Selection. 94)0 Judge Jules. 
tLOO Westwood - Radio 1 Rap 
Show 24)0 Fabfo and Groovertder. 
44)0 - 74) Emma a 


PICK OF THE DAY 


t{88-902MHz FM ) 

6.00 Alex Lester 7-30 Sarah 
Kennedy. 9-30 Ken Bruce 12-00 
Jimmy Young. 24)0 Ed Stewart 
54)5 Des Lynam. 74)0 The 
Mchael Feinstein Songbook - Tunis 
Another Page See Pick of the Day. 
7.30 Friday Mght Is Music Night: In- 
troduced by Richard Baker from the 
f-flppodrome, Goiders Green, Lon- 
doa Barry Wfordsworth conducts 
the BSC Concert Orchestra, with 
guest artists MarSyn f-ffl Smith, Alan 
Ope and Graham Dafoy and the 
Grahamophones. At ai 5 , during the 
interval, Richard Baker introduces 
musfc on disc from saxophonist 
Branford Marsafe 945 John le 
Carrel Single and Singla 0.30 Lis- 
ten to the Band. 104)0 David Ja- 
cobs. 10-30 Sheridan Moriey. 

414 S The peoptefe Psalms. 124X) 
ijtkv Hornft 44H) - 0-00 Lata 


LOUISE ARBOUR (right), the 
chief prosecutor at the United 
Nations War Crimes Tribunal, 
takes some time out from 
tracking down war criminals to 
talk to Jermi Murrey about her 
work in Bosnia and Rwanda in 
Woman's Hour (10am R4), as 
well as her hopes for the future. 

Desjate its kx*-at-me title. The 
Mi chael Feinstein Songbook - 

Turns Another Page <7pm R2> 


is a peach. The American cabaret 
singer and Gershwin archivist 
presents a second series devoted 
to songwihing legends, begggring 
with Jay Livingstone and Ray 
Evans, the Academy Award- 
showered octogenarian duo 
responsible for “Que Sera, Sera", 
“Mona Lisa” and, bless, the 
theme tune to die immortal TV 
western seres, Bonanza. 

Dominic Cavendish 



AlASTh 

JEyHo 

^pSharma 


RADIO 3 .. 

(9Q2-S24f*tzFM ) 

SjQOOnAfc-r 

94» MastepWfks. 

lOjfl Artist Of the Week, 
ttoo SocriBi Stories. 

124)0 Composer of the Week: 
Strauss. ' 

UOO Thsffedo 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert Roland Fontinen (piano). Bu- 
sori; Bolero and Variations 
(An de Jqgend) (after Mozart); Tu- 
randotsBaueng^nach; Die 
Nadrtfcten (Elegies). Liszt 
Gnomenraigen, St46 No 2; Vtedla 
regsprodarit; Wtegenfed; Valse 
otUeoifo A Debussy: Pour las 
sbdBSiPw tes degres chorma- 
tiquBSfrtte tes sonorities op- 



£ Pour lea accords 


PfejtWTbsBBC Orchestras. 
4jO0ttfssc Restored. 

4^t5 Music Machine 
54 »itlbne. 

730 ftriormance on a Live from 


St Johnfc, Smith Square, -London, in- 
troduced by Stephanie Hug^ies, 
London Mozart Players/Matthias 
Bamert Britten: Prelude and Fugue 
Bloch: Concerto grosso No t Mar- 
tin: Petite sympbonla concertanta 
8-30 Book of the Month. An ex- 
tended review of one of the months 
most interesting new publications. 
American historian Claybome Car- 
son has recently puttSshed The Au- 
tobiography of Martin Luther King*, 
more than 30 years after the assas- 
sination of toe cfvfl ri^rts leader. 

Can this compialion of Kingh 
speeches and writing open up a 
new understanding of Ns life and in- 
fluence? Poet and novelist Fred 
D'Aguiar krvestigales. 

8 - 50 Concert part 2 . Tppett Con- 
certo tor Orchestra 

9- 40 Postscript An idiosyncratic 
history of classical duets and an in- 
cktentai history of Icrvina told by 
dancers and thinkers. 5: Technolog- 
ical Terpsichore'. Partnerships in the 
New World. 

104)0 Hear and Now Verity Sharp 
investigates the thriving new music 
scene in New Zealand whose com- 
posers are little known In the UK. 
The New Music New Zealand festi- 
val held in Edinburgh last year set 

out to remedy that and the BBC 
Scottish SQ conductor Kenneth 
Young, performed five recent works. 
Gaffian Whitehead: Resurgences. .- 
Jack Body: MetotSea Helen Bowa- 
ter: New Year Fanfare. Lyefl Cress- 
wel: Satin John Psathas: SeWos 
(first performance). Plus a survey of 
recent CD releases. 
tt-30 Jazz Century. 


124)0 Composer of the Week: 
Detiua (R) 

LOO - 64)0 Through the hfitfrt 
RADIO 4 ' 

©2A-94BMHZ FM ) 

6-00 Today. 

94)0 NEWS; Desert Island Discs 
9-45 Serial: Letters from My Wind- 
mffl. 

104)0 NEWS; Womanfc Hour. See 
Pick of the Day. 

tLOO NEWS; Sharks and SeaguBs 
- A Summer with Sussex. (R) 
tL30 Sunny Side Up. 

124)0 NEWS; Ybu and Yours. 
12-57 Whether. 

LOO The World at One • 

L30 Puzzle Panel • 

24K) NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: M for Mother: 
34)0 NEWS; Malang history 
3430 Carnival Tales: 

3j 45 This Sceptred Isle. 

44M) NEWS; Open Book. 

4^0 The Message 
54)0 PM. 

5^7 Wfeatoer. 

64)0 Six OCtock News. 

6- 30 The News Quiz. 

74)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

735 Front Row Francme Stock with 
the arts pro gra mme 

7- 45 The Cry of tha Sttem. An en- 
vtionmental drama by Tim Jacksoa 
With Ian Pepperet KeUey Hurter 
and Rachel Atkins (30/30). 

8J00 NEWS; Any Questions?. 
Jonathan Dimbleby is joined in Ley- 
bum, North Ybrkshire by panelists 
including WB Self and Steven Nor- 
ris: 

8- 45 Letter from America ASstair 


Cooke with another sice of Ameri- 
cana. 

94M) NEWS; The Friday Ptey. Atirt 
It Grand to Be Btoomtif Wsfl Dead 
By John CSftord, insfwed tty Federi- 
co Garcia Lorca. Leslie examines 
his relationship with ns mother, Us 
sexuafity and his death. With Gra- 
ham Turner, Tom McGovern, Liam 
Brennan and James Bryce. Director 
Gaynor Madartana 
104)0 The World Tonight With 
Robin Lustfg. 

10-45 Book at Bedtime: Strait Is 
the Gate. David McKaB reads an 
abridged version of the story by An- 
dre Gide (5/5). (R) 

1L00 NEWS; Late Tackle Sports 
features, opinions and studo dis- 
cussion, hosted by Eleanor Okkoyd 
11.30 Sport in the Movies. 

124)0 News. 

-CL30 The Late Book: The Mask of 
Command 

12*48 Shipping Forecast 
LOO As World Service. . 

5^0 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5-40 Inshore Forecast 
5^45 Prayer tor the Day. 

547 Leisure Update. 

536 - 6.00 Weather. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

9-45 - 104K) An Act of Worship. 
124)0 - 124)4 News Headlines', 
Shipping Forecast 5J54 - 5^7 
Shipping Forecast tL30 - 6.00 
Today in Parflament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

<683, 909kHz MW) 

BJDO Breakfast 


Satellite and Cable 


mcrrmmtt 

•JWTta Bay from Mercury (1898) 
59346880 Fbrever Love (1998) (42180$. 
JOJW JbgtoAI the Wtey (096) (78432) 
1X00 rtWrtS Adrift (®96> (33703) 2 jOO 
TW BOg MtP Mercury (1998) [39St^ 

LOO Farswr Lave (1998) (2659) 6410 
JngtoAlfreVfey [1996) (22277). 84)0 
LHen b Bbck (B97) (27722). WOO The 
ZEngfah Patent (©96) (4791943^. 1X40 

SNorth Star (095) (2509440) 240 The 
Fop* Mutt Die (1991) (579730). X50 - 
KttOwrakw KB (B96) 05546681). 


PICK OF THE Day 


F»0 TooCfaseto Home (1997) (6552^. 
•jOOQrwraParwfiso (1988) (310H). 
tLOO Steel (1997) (35068). LOO Sea 
Dwte (IBS') (&89Q) 3.00 Cinema Rar- 
adao (58Q) (30616). 5.00 Tbo Close to 
Howe (S07) (5W51). 74)0 p:review 
{B18Q. UO tBt fop Ten (6819), 84)0 
Ruitia h the &onx (S96) (45838). 9^0 
JBddtChmk First Strike (1996) (11432). 
r 1UM) Steel (B97) (S6838). 12-40 
1 Onega Doom (896) (5449961). 24)5 
Nbk Jack city (ISBI) (581575). X45 
BbOtoouxfS 5 (t897) (38«33)..545 - 
TAO S*, Davfo (837) (33008223). 

sktcmema 

loo the peaert Rats (t9S3) (7932819) 
XOO CKy across the River (840) 
(2262068). «4» McQ (874) (2267513). 

I WOO The Greatest Show on Earth 
(®52) (80167384). 1X35 The Fiend ■ 
Who Vfcfod the West (858) (4536020) 

. &20 W8ay of Eagles (852) (88597204) 
444 Along Came Jonee (1945) 

. $85219$. &» Close. 

fWahcrr Attention Span Onema 

S4>0 The Cincinnati Kid (1965) 
P062364). X 40 | Tlwk I Was an Alco- 
we <5880800$. 104)0 The Dead 2bne 
9*% (6060426). See «c* of the Day. 
*44 Ihe Brood (1879) (9427730). See 
feKtffteDay. US Black Rainbow 
. TO £239556). *20 - 6100 Kids Are 
yi)H (6 78)08759001) 

.«*CWBhr CHANNEL 
55®flat Hut* Fiahng Adventures 
™a). 4JN> The Cte Show (©17819). 
¥8H»irB2grBa *0Q W8dHe SOS . 

X30 untamed Africa (3W971). 
2***fteiartd 099548). 04» Outback 
' tXB78S7). X30 Uncharted 

ffBWBTISfrflioe deopatra- h 
- Legend (863(5671 WOO Car 

_ ]Z*2A86W2$ ItOO Weapons ot Vfar 
^277) 124N1 The Greea Egyptians 
. P*a»V MKMtOO «tler (9452858) 


DAVID CRONENBERG has always 
provoked controversy - as the 
furore that surrounded Crash 
reminded us — and revelled in 
shock-horror films. A double-bill 
of these are on show tonight Hie 
Dead Zone UOpm FflmFour) 
stars Christopher TOdken (right) 
as a man with psychic powers, 
while Hie Brood (I2mdirt) has 
Samantha Eggar as the mother 
of murderous oaring. 

Pete Tbwnshend has been one 
of the most influential musicians 


SKY ONE 

74)0 Count Duckuia (71277). 7.30 The 
Chris Evans Breektest Show (B8068) 
8JJ0 Holywood Squares (47tW 94)0 
Sally Jessy Raphael (57©1) 104)0 The 
Oprah Winfrey Show (86068) UOO 
Gufttyi (62432) 124)0 Jemy Jones 
(95<ffl) 14M) Mad about 'feu (73548) 
L30 Jeopardy (75345) 24)0 Stfly -Jessy 
Raphael (37258) 34)0 Jemy Jones 
(96857) 44)0 GUtiy! ^9074) 54)0 Star 
Trek: Voyager (415^. «JK) Americas 
Dumbest Criminals (1987)6-30 Friends 
(5567) 74)0 TIvb Skepsona (5884) 730 
The Simpsons (4451) 84)0 Datng Hefl 
(34068). 94)0 worlds Most Shocking Mo- 
merits t»43ZV 10.00 Cops (20819) 

114)0 Friends (80703) 1L30 Star Trek: 
\toyager (56800) 12-30 The Commish 
(5B778) L30 - TOO Long Ptey 
(1508353) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

64K) Futures In Sport (87277) LOO Sky 
Sports Centre (469(109) VS Wfcrid 


045 VbuVe on Sky Sports (7582118) OOO 
Raciig News (23083) 030 AertAics - Oz 
Style $51797) 104)0 Spanish Fbotbal 
(79TI8) 114)0 ttible Tenrts («72g. tLOO 
Aerobics - Oz Style (10529) 124H) What a 
Weekend (55513) 1JOO Figure Skating 
P 2722 ) LOO Fiord Gall USA (87548) 54)0 
Futbd Mundal (7838) SJO What a Week- 
end (3364)000 Sky Sports Contra 
H643Q- 74K) Super Loagua Leeds vs 
Wigan (988242) 94*0 Gael® World Sport 


of fhepast three decades. With Tie 
Who. he was responsible for such 
enduring nfasRir gfogfes as “My 
Gcne^fion” and “Rr^all Wizard”, 
as well as landmark atoums and 
films such as Quodrophema and 
Tommy. And how many young 
guitarists have imitated his 
distinctive, windmflliiig style (to 
say nothing of his ch a r acteristic 
GBH on the speakers)? He is the 
subject of tonight's Ten of the 
Best (20pm VH-I). 

James Hampton 


Special (58277) moo Sky Sports Centre 
(6280) noo HOU the Back Page (29677) 
124)0 Sky Sports Centre p»M) 10O 
World Wlesttng Federation Raw (40643) 
34K) Super liegue Leeds vs Wigan 
(76333) 4-00 Hold the Back Rage ^4222) 
54)0 - 64)0 Sky Sports Centre (14865) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

MO Aerobics - Oz Style (1886187) 7J0 
Sky Sports Centra (4627249$. 7415 Racing 
News (8238364) 8dS What a Weekend 
pcwag. BAS Sky Sports Centre 
(9116277) 94)0 Trans World Sport 
(234489CJ. IOlOO Ford Golf USA (1085548) 
124)0 Ice Hockey (2303548$. 2JK) Formu- 
la Three - Season Preview (1960628) 2L00 
What a VWefcBnd (5954810) &30 Spartsh 
Footoefl (7973906) 44*0 Trans World 
Sport (4508123) 530 Gfctta World Sport 
Special (7380684) 64M) The Rugby CU) 
(106460) *00 Spanish Footbal (90CE21) 
84M Max Power (2134141) 94)0 Rad Goff 
USA (2907273) 114)0 The fti£fjy CU) 
(1791445) moo Super League Leeds vs 
Wigan ($288204) LOO Ford God USA 
^879756$. 34)0 Sky Sports Centra 
(8303556) 44K) The Ftegby Cteb 
(1889440) 54)0 M0lt>-pfc& (8237952) 540 
- 64)0 Extreme SaOig (2136827) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

H30 Funaes in Sport (92290071) tZM 
Dansworid Sport (6305342) LOO Footbal 
Lecgue Review ^1480180) L30 Futbol 
MuxSal P9498906) 24*0 Bobby Chsttorts 
Fortbdl Scrapbook P3648277) 3^0 



Snowboaidng (M9753S4) 44)0 Max Ftew- 
er (32117797) 54)0 Wafirsports Wbrid 
^7950513$. 64)0 Moto-pbe (14971548) 
6-30 kvida the Senior PGA Ttu 
(M8820O(» 74K) Figue Skatog (3M78345) 
9u00 Mote-ptus (B229C9) 9^0 Extreme 
Safflng (0306971) 104M Warid Wtestfng 
Federation Raw (32293161) 124K) CbseQ. 

EUROSPORT 

L30 Caff(m90) 94)0 SW Jumping 
(53405364) 10l 4S FrioSbal (57122TQ. 

14)0 Racing Une ^1384 24M Speed 
Skating (73971) 44*0 Ski Jumping (43242) 
54X) Footbal (8690) TOO Offroad 
(53616) 84*0 And They Waked Away 
(67364) 94K* Bering (W80C) 104)0 Bowl- 
ing (57987) 114)0 \te Action (2TC5) 
«24)0-12-30 Snowboardng (84865) 

UK GOLD 

TOO Crossroad s (B5B987) 730 Neigb- 
bous (857565$. 755 Eas&iders 
(8448044) 800 The 31(4903700) 900 
Pride and Prejudee (500825^. moo Rho- 
da (3214567) tLOO Deles (40386^. 

1L55 Neighbours (75^06^. 1225 Eest- 
Endere (2963722) 14)0 Bugs (335703) 
200 Dales (7796426$. 205 The & 
(to8463^.3J55 EastEnders (3300871) 
400 Fffnda (019277) 500 Al CreatLres 
Greet and Smal (8982708) 64K) Dynasty 
(655567) TOO The Comedy Alternative: 
Ever Decreasing Odes (77920W) T40 
Th e Com edy Alternative: Dacte Army 
(4097797) 600 Th e Com edy ABamative: 
The Brtttas Entire (2391345) 900 The 


9-00 Nicky CampbeB. 
fZM The Midday News. 

LOO Ruscoe and Ca 
400 Drive. 

74)0 News Extra 

7-30 Alan Oeen’s SportsnighL Alan 
Green and his studio guests efis- 
cuss toe weekfc porting issues and 
look ahead to the weekends fix- 
tures. 

104)0 Lata Night Uva Insight and 
continent on the dayb big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Inducing Pa- 
pertalk. 1030 Sport UOO News. 

1115 The Financial World Tonight 
LOO Up AB Night 

5 - 00 - 64)0 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(KXUMDlSMHz FM ) 

6 - 00 Nek Bailey. 9uOO Michael 
Mapp'n. 124)0 Requests 24)0 
Concerto 34)0 Jamie Crick. 6^0 
Newsrught 74K) Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 94)0 Evening Concert 
Rachmaninov: Rhapsody on a 
Theme of Paganini Howard Shefley 
(piano) Royal Scottish NO/Bryden 
Thomson. Elgar. Cello Concerto in 
E minor. Ralph Kirshbaum, Royal 
Scottish NO/Afestander Gibson 
Brahms: Symphony No 2 to Dl Scot- 
tish CO/Charies Mackerras 1L0O 
Alan Mam 2A0 Concerto 34)0 - . 
&00 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGM RADIO 

(1215, 1197-1260kHz MW 1 

105BMHZ FM ) 

64)0 Chris Evans. 9^0 Russ 
WSiamsL LOO Mark Forrest 4 jOO 
Harriet Scott 7J00 Wheels of Steal I 
tLOO Janey Lee Graca 24)0 - -l 
BjOO Richard ABen. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO The World Today. L30 Meridi- 
an (Books) 24)0 The World Today. 
2J3Q People and Pofrtics. 3 l 00 The 
World Today. 3^0 Sports 
Roundup. 2L30 World Business Re- 
port 345 44K) The World 

Today. 430 Weekend 54)0 The 
World Today. 54)0 - 64)0 My Cen- 
tury. 

TALK RADIO 

6-00 David Banks and Nick Fer- 
rari. 94)0 Scott Chisholm and 
Sally James. 124)0 Motoring. 

14)0 Anna Raeburn - Live and Di- 
rect 3.00 OK to Talk. 54)0 The 
SportZona 84H> Nicky Homeb 
Access AD Areas. 10.00 Dave 
Barrett 24)0 - 6.00 Mflte Dickin. 


Thin Btee Lite (109425^ 940 Harry Bv 
field and Chums {5713797) KL20 Riisy 
Vtex Meets- Jana Seynxxr, UsaKudrow 
and John Goocfrnan (2864345) tLOO Tha 
B1 [8583635) 12LD0 Dr Who Omrtxjs 
(380419^. L45 Best of the OdQrey Whs- 
tie Test (2879420) 2J5 Sight and Sound h 
Concert (238»88) 34)0 - TOO Shopprig 
vwtii Screenshop (8932188) 

UVWQ 

64)0 Tny and Crew (7945336^ 620 10 
plus 2 (48/2179/) 640 Greedysauus and 
the Gang J98463277) 6^45 PMaert the 
Frog (9B462548) 630 Pbka Dot Shorts 
(9837050) 7toO Practical Parentng 
f3222«0) Z05 Professor Bubble (1224971) 
xaoc afcu (B8»635) 735 Bug Alert 
(7702567)755 Practical fteranting 
(9827529) 84H) Bamay and Friends 
(9637906) B35 BabErioos (1226345) 630 
Ttey Tates (3938426) B^5 Tny and Crew 
(4931364) &50 Practical Paren&ig 
(B468099. 94)0 Special Babies ^145432) 
930 The Ftosearre Show 
(7022616) mOO The Jerry Springer Show 
(9353B0) 1CL50 Maury Rovfch (J7882S8) 
1140 The Heat Is On (23119180) 1240 
Through the Keyhote (21461277) m40 
Rescue 911 (61OO»0O) 140 Beyond Betaf 
(3S75781Q. L40 Mauy PDWch (49594S1) 
230 Special Bahtes (9112345) 3J00 Liv- 
hgRcxxn (5224703)330 ^SchaelCote 
(45206) 430 Threu^i the Keyhole 
(5986365) 540 The Heat Is On 
(6635987)640 Heady: Steady, Cook 
(600987) 645 The Jerry Springer Show 
(1767093) 705 Rescue 911 (4525819) 735 
Animal Rescue (4803906) EOO LA Law 
(2367567) 9L00 PteiK Romance Week: 
This Matter of Marriage (2264426) 1L00 
The SocFlas I (7396074) 124)0 Ctosa 
TOT 

94)0 WCWP4&D On TNT £3101428) f135 
WCW Thunder {833068R) 24)0 Stttfrig 
Target (197^ (13785827) 336 The Mask of 
Ri Marwhu (832} (21028575) 930 CJOSeO 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
LOO Jenny (5616) 730 Qace inder Fka 
(5^S) BJM> EBen (4364) 830 Spin CSty 
(3141) 94)0 Drop the Dead DonkBy 
(4560(8. 930 Whose Line Is K Anyway? 
(56CTE8 104)0 The Arties (32350*$. 

TL20 Gogs (398513) 1L30 The Larry 
Sanders Show (S 2 «) 124)0 Late 
with David Letterman (53558) LOO Tui 
(30778) 130 Rontihe (4440) 200 Dr 
Katz (30827) 2L30 Tits and F&s (42662) 
3JK) Mghtstand (10914) 330 Abbot! & 
Costeffo (33914) 44)0 Oose 


t?f(ttonat. television Variations 


mKLAMD 

S* 6 * London excepts 630 
630 (987). 

SS»P0T1JU«D 

^^Leedee except: 1230 

| SljiSjfnh (Mouse end MoteJ 
' SPWIA 1236 Oran anus Ftennan 
£®S*WRhymej (2C68155L m40 
(Prawnan Pan) (32260161) 

SS«WterW7) 1030 Friday Sports 
SjJtoBT?) tLOO Hm; Another 48 Hre 
KJMMO Fftn:8teeCNf» (320468) 
^*»43iR8 B8C News 24 (B4935846) 

£5®) London excepts 630 

422 ^! bur 

He carft Stop 

1130 F*n-. Another 46 
^2Jpta)14l5 F»n: Bkia CNps 
1^^ 330 BBC News 24 (3Q94046S) 

R Be excepts 1230 Angla 
WXher (7063426) 1235 

(3729971) 130 Heme 

casam 135 The Jarry 
■how (97768221 340 ITVN^vS 
346 Arflb News 


and Weather (456342C8 630 Oft the 

Betfen Track (890). 64K> Angfa News 

(7031 tL20 Angfe News and Wbather 

(787638) t!30 Wondortii Vbu 
1230 ITVal the Reatfng Festival (SS56) 
130 CU»aVlson t»96533) 245 The 
ttuited Fjshtank (6531Q) 

DSV (8172914) X4Q Trteha (25^662) 
4.40 ITV MghtscrBen (59rr3407) 54M» 
Coronation Street (75730) 

CENTRAL . -| 

As Cerlton excepts 124p CenWl 

and Weather (78783^ 1130 ^a^teck- 
to (464600) 3-55 Jobfmder ^313117). 
SJOAson Eye (3108310) 

NTY WALES _ _ u-_ 

As Cerlton except 1030 ThB Mom- 
ho ( 44405616 ) me HTV News 
Zm 3325 « 1235 Wish YbU Wbtb Hare_? 

(97289T1) 130 Home and Aawy 


&OQ HTV News (703) 1L20 HTV News 
(787838) «30 WonderfU Ybu (69529) 
1230 ITV at tire Reacting Festival 
(92556) 130 ClubaVtsian (249653®. 245 
TheHawited Fbhtark p53it^ 24» 
saaQuest DSV (8172914) 3-40 Trisha 
(2582662) 4-40 ITV NghtBcresn 
(59TG407) 54)0 Coronation St (7573CL 

MTV WEST 

As HTV Walesi 1235 Getaways 
p7^971) 530 Sponsweek (890) 

meridian 

As Cerlton except: 1030 TNs 
Morning (44405616) 1245 Merkfran 
News and Wbather (4993258) 1235 
Shorthand Street (9729971) 130 Home 
and Away (355T2838) L55 The Jary 
Springer Show (9776822) 340 fTV 
Maws HeadSnas (4564155) 345 Marafi- 
S^Ttews and Weat^(l5^«) 530 
Home and Away (14M. 536 TheLtet- 
tnga (311ST72) 5L30 Streetwise (890) 
84M Meridian Tonight (703). 4L20 
Merlcfian News and Weather (787338) 
1130 Wonderful You (69529) 1130 
ITV ai the Reading Festival (92656) 

L30 CfcibaVteion (2496533) 235 The 
Haunted FTshia nfc (653 10)2^5 
seaOuest DSV (8172914) 3-40 Thsha 


(2582662) 4.40 ITV hffghtscr een 
(59113407) 54)0 Freesnreen (75730$. 

WESTCOUNTRY 
An Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning (44405616). 1245 We s t co un ti y 
News (4993258) 1237 Bumkiations 
(7149345) «35 WBetcountry 
Lunchtime Live (4473180) 340 ITV 
News Headlnes (*564155) 345 West- 
country News (4563426) 530 Wast- 
country Weekend (890) 84H) 
Westcountry L ive (7 03) 1130 West- 
country News (787838) 1130 F*n: 
Caddyshack B (795258) 130 Genera- 
tions (1918198) 130 CUraViBlon 
(2496533) 245 The Haititied Flshtank 
(65310) 2-45 seaOuest DSV (B172914) 
3^*0 Trisha (2S82S 82) 4^0 ITV 
ABphtscree n P9H 34C7) 54M) Corona- 
tion Street (75730) 

YDftICSHRE 

As Carftoc except: 1030 This Mom- 
■» (44405618) 1245 Calendar News and 
Vresiher (499325S) 1230 News; Vteeaher 
(4465151) 12^5 Home and Away 

(4473180) 240 Emmerdale (66384722) 
530 Tort^it (B90) 630 Calendar po^. 
H30 Calendar News and Whether 
(787338) H30 WondertiVbu (464608$. 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1245 North 
East News and Weather (4993258) 530 
North East Tonight (75722) 1130 North 
East News and Weather (787838) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 1035 Cyn- 
haefiedd y Ceidyradwyr GZ0168616J. 

1235 pa Newydcf? (7215090$) 130 
Planed Plant (67856884) 130 teller the 
Maths Zorn (54623635) 1.45 The Tech- 
nology Programme (54611890) 200 To 
Be Announced (77169835) 430 FbckJ 
Lake (67060987) 530 Planed Plant 
(90972513) 530 Countdown 
(6/084567) 530 Newyddion 
(9322060®. 040 Heno (86883703) 730 
Pobd y Cwm (90065277) 730 Newyd- 
Cffon (67061616) 830 Cafn Gwtad 
S097S797) 830 Y Clwb Rygbi 
©00534^. 930 Hamsayfe Boteig 
Potti^^9426). 1030 Brookskte 

7135 So Graham Norton (836192771 
HAS TF1 Friday (35080S19) 1230 4 
Later Pulp ^9395759) 140 4 Later Fb- 
va (9068487) 135 4 Later The Mod 
Stated (90452049) 235 4 Later. Vids 
(36628881) 340 Him: The Brides of Fu 
Manchu (27S51285) 430 Ctosa 


Chess 

JON S PE ELMAN 


THE ANNUAL Blackpool Congress 
took place last weekend at the Win- 
ter Gardens with six sections head- 
ed by a strong Open. Carrying on 
from his victory in the Onyx Grand 
Prix last year; the favourite Mark 
Hebdea won this outright with 4J5/5. 
He was followed by Keith AifceQ, who 
drew his first two games but then 
recovered, then Bogdan Lalic and 
Danny Germany on 4. 

The casually of the tournament, 

ttirmffl, bbk trip fourth gr anrini^gtpf 

Jim Piaskett Gn addition to all of the 
above, except for Gormafly an inter- 
national master) who drew his first 
game and dropped out of contention 
with the blood-curdling defeat in the 
penultimate round below. 

The seccaad tcromament the Lan- 
cashire Challengers (under 180) 
waswonjtanflyhyRSavorRPIsh- 
erwood and M Peacock on L5/5 and 
there were four further sections 
rangingright down to a “Standard" 
for players rated Jess than 80 . 

In a Modern Benoni-cum-Fovrr 
Fawns* attack against the King’s 
Indian (2 ...g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4 dfi 5 
f4 0-0 6 M3 c5 7 d5 e6 comes to the 
same thing), both players did their 
stuff, with MrMemman showing ad- 
mirable self-belief and purpose 
against such a formidable opponent 

When White started a kingside 
pawn storm the position sharpened 
still further, and the crisis explod- 
ed in the diagram. Piaskett quite 
rightly counterattacked rather than 
expediting the enemy attack with 23 
...gshS? 24 Qxh5 Bxc3 when 25 
hxc31? Rze4 is very messy but 25 
Qh6NdxfB26gxftBxffi27Rgl+Kh8 
28 RafL Rg8 (or 28 . . .Qd8 29 Bd4 Re5 
30 Bxe5 dxe5 31 RS wins) 29 Rxffi 
Rxgl+ 30Bxgl Qel 31Rrf7Qxe4+ 
32 Kh2 Qe2+ 33 Bfi is a clean kflL 

But 28 .. .Qxc3? was careless. In- 
stead 26 .. Jfe5l looks fine, eg 


,±,:,(8L : ;:± & 
± <■'. £ 

± & 




a) 27 Bd2 NxfS 28 Qxf3 Rh5 29 
Rhl Nxg5 30 BxgS ftxg5+ 31 Kfl 
Qxd5! (butnot31...RB32QxEgxS 
33 RgH- KfB 34 Rhl with a draw) 

b) 27 Rhl Rxhl 28 Rxhl Qxc3 29 
Kg3 NxEJ 30 Qx£3 should be excel- 
lent for Black, though he must still 
beverycarefuL 

31 -~Ne5 was a gross blunder 
Piaskett hoped for 32 Qxc8? Q£3+ 
33 Kfl h3, when Black should win, 
but after 32 Re3! it was all over 

White: J Merriman 
Black: Jim Piaskett 
Modern Benoni 


1 d4 Nf6 

20g5b5 

2 c4 C5 

21f5Be5 

3d5g6 

22 f6 Ree8 (see 

4 Nc3d6 

diagram) 

5 e4 Bg7 

23 Bxh5Bxc3! 

6 f4 0-0 

24 bxc3 Rxe4 

7 N£3 e6 

25 B£3 Rxh4+ 

8Be2exd5 

26 Kg2 Qxc3? 

9cxd5Bg4 

27 QE2 Rh5 

10 0-0 Nbd7 

28Bxfa5gxh5 

11 Rel ReB 

29 QBNhfB 

12h3Bxf3 

30 Radi b4 

!3Bxf3a6 

31 Bf2 Ne5?? 

14a4c4 

32 Re3! Qa5 

15 Bc3 Qa5 

33 Qxc8 Qxa4 

16 Khl Re7 

34 Rhl c3 

X7Qe2Rc8 

35 Rxh4 Qb5 

18 g4h6 

36 Rh8+ 

19h4Nh7 

1-0 


Bridge 

Alan hiron 


WHEN YOUR partner is known to 
hold values in the three side suits, 
it often pays to lead trumps. This 
deal proved infirriating far West- he 
did everything possible to give 
South a rough ride but, in the end, 
declarer's guns^ were juk too big for 
the defence. 

South opened One Heart, West 
passed, and North raised to TWo 
Hearts. East doubled for take-out 
but no one wasprqiared to take apy 
further action when South jumped 
to game and this was passed out 
Wfest was certainly on the ball when 
he chose a trump lead - on any oth- 
er attack declarer would have had 
time to organise a spade ruff on the 
table for his 10th trick. 

South won in hand and led 42. 
Again V^st was with it - he went in 
with ♦ 10 in order to lead another 
trump. If he had played low an the 
spade East (with no more trumps 
left) would have been forced to 
overtake. South won the trump lead 
and tried another low spade but 
again West was there and, after go- 
ing to with his queen, he was able 
to lead a third round of trumps. 

It looted as though the defend- 
ers had done everything that was 
necessary but South still had the last 
word when he cashed +A and ran 


Game all; dealer Sooth 
North 

*3 4 
<?K65 
O A 10 73 • 
*10654 


West 
♦ Q 10 6 
<?874 
0862 
♦J 7 3 2 


East 

i *AK87 

OQJ94 
1 *KQ9S 

Sooth 
*J 93 2 
VAQJ1093 
0K5 
♦A 


off his remaining trumps. You can 
see the end position -dummy came 
down to 0 A 10 7 4, declarer to *J 
9 OK 5, and East still had to find a 
discard from *AK 0 Q J 9. Fbrced 
to keep three diamonds (for other- 
wise South would have come to an 
overirick), he had to part with a top 
spade. Now *9 from South estab- 
lished his jack for the 10 th brick. 

It would have been kinder; per- 
haps, if West had found some infe- 
rior opening lead - at least saving 
his partner from the indignity of be- 
ing squeezed... 


Concise Crossword 


Nq 3874 Friday 10 March 



ACROSS 

1 Infidel (7) 

5 French painter 1846-1926 (5) 

8 Bird (5) 

9 Small stones (7) 

10 Conveyance for invalid (4£) 

12 ‘Towards rear (nauL) 

13 Seldom (6) 

14 Digit (6> 

17 Sait water (3) 

18 Paper (9) 

20 Inundated (7) 

21 Requirements (5) 

23 Relating to sound 15) 

24 Stage set (7) 


DOWN 

1 Weapon of mass destruction 
■ (1-4) 

2 Idiot (3) 

3 Spiral (7) 

4 Drink of the gods (6) 

5 Grinding tooth (5) 

6 Acute spasmodic pain (9) 

7 Cheat (7) 

li waterproof cover (9) 

13 Dwells (7) 


19 Arctic dog (5) 
22 Before (3) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

38 Fateful, SB Drain! DOWN; 1 Hot seat- 2 Lilac, 3J Envelop, 4 Vivace, 5 Shrub, 6 fo- 
teose, 7 Giiost, 12 AnC*4 14 Melt, 16 Oddmeot, 18 Goaded, IS Shannon, 21 Assail. 22 
Aloof. 23 Cha& 2S Parma. 
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